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Labor Fakers Before Congress

The A. F. of L. Burnu:rat:ﬂnnlly Recognize the «Doles

[WHOLE NO. 104] _

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY

The other day one hundreed A, F. of
L. "leaders”™ submitted a petitlon for
Foderal unemployment cellef to Presl-
dent Hoover and to Congress. The one
hundred marched one whole mile to the
White House. It was not exactly a
bunger march, this dandy crew of wells
grocmed portly per-caplta absorbers. It
must have been s rather grotesque look-
Ing affalr, In the present snemployment
sltuntion,

But thls {8 not the polnt
something else worth pothing

There s
in this

whele affair, For the A. F. of L. high
officlals 1t represents a conslderable
change of front, sines the econventlon

held at Vancouver last fall, Above all,
it is dmportant to know the reason for
this change of front

Firat of all, it slgnifies further evl-
denee of the slowly growing pressure
within the unions, of discontent caused
by the ravages of unemployment. The
potitloners, so humble In this role, buot
insolenty haughty before their unlon
membership, fear the signs of the ¢coming
discontent, They fear itd becoming dir-
ected agalnsl the rulers of A system
which s cousing unemployment and mis-
ory, They fear its becoming expressed
in genuilne class consclousness. Henee
they hurey to head it off if possible

We pecall the traditionally resction-
ary A. F. of L. policy of servile ering-
ing before the deslres of the politically
distinguished to Washington., It Is this
which has particularly distingulshed its
leadership ma agents of capitallam, At
the Vancouver convention the assembled
high salarled business agents despite
the changes in the phraseoclogy of the
orators, relnforced this polley in  full
They frothed ot the mouth against the
“dale”, They went on record agalnst un-
employment Insurance and apy form of
federal unemployment rellef.

Would it now seem, In view of this
petitlon, that the traditional A, F. of
L. polcy s undergeing a change. We
fear it would be entirely too opiimistlc
to have such expectations; but these
gentlemen are gqulte alarmed at the pro-
apects of geriously rising discontent
And that muach thelr petitlon reflects
very distinetly.

The petitloners ask for appropriations
for ddrect federal rellef; for cessation of
woage cuts; for the five day week, for
the snnctment of the Norrls antl-Injuonc-
tlon bill and, of course, they also asked
for the Ioevitable 275 percent beer.
How disdainfully Congress lgnored the
plea of the homble petitioners, was
ghown by its adoptlon at this moment
of & number of measures of rellef to
capitalism. There are the examples of
the establishment of the two blllien dol-
lar reconstructing finance corporation, of
the Glass bankdng bill, ete. Omn the very
game day of the Allog of the petition the
Benate leaders glrded thelr lodos to de-
teat even the moderate La Follette-Costl-
gan bill providing an appropristion of
376 milllon dollars for federal unemploy-
ment relief. Undoubtedly more atten-
tion would have had to be paid to the
A. B of L. heads 1f they hed undér-
taken to lead a substantlal sectlon of
the millions of unemployed In a march
npon the White House, Hut that, of
course, they had no intention of doing.
It 1a precisely to prevent demonsiratlons,
which can easily fan a8 flame of real pro-
tegt and seriously advance demands, that
the petitlon came forward, and came
forward In the manner it did. The gov-
groment need not at all take serlous
heed of such requests. It well koows
the intentions and deslgons of Ils obedl-
ont servants.

There may be workers, however, who
take this change of front at face wvalue,
thinking that It indicates a more progres-
give attitude and hoplng that real leader-
ghip for unemployment rellef can, be &x-
pected from the A. F. of L. high salaried
officials. Such hopes, of course, Aare
doomed to disappointment. - It Is troe
that even these peactlonaries are subject
to a change of front under compulslon
and pressuyre. They mMay even under
such conditions take steps forward and
in & progressive direction. But Ly thelr
poeltion as defenders of capltalism and
hopelessty reactionary make-up any such
gteps would amlways remalin far behind
the actual needs of the workers,  Hesen-
tially they remain & brake upon the
movement and looking for the first op-
portunity to betray. Mevertheless, the
pressure upon them, by the despening
of the orlsls and by extenslon of the wage
eut drive, will Increase. This pressure
would be deliberately and consclously
alded, organized and directed by Left
wing militants. It should be minde ar-
Healate and efectlve, oot based upon €X-
pectution of resulis from the oificial

—_—————————————

YOUNG SPARTACUS AFFAIR

The Spartacus Youth Club of New
York (formerly the Marxian Youth Club)
will hold an affalr for the Young Spar-
tacus at the Milltant Hall, 84 East 10th
Btreet, on Saturday evening, February
o7th, Mherq will be entertainment,
dancing and refreshments.

All youth are lnvited to attend this
affalr as well as the reguar clob meet-
ings held every Hunday afternoon at

flunkeys but, on the conirary, &8 o means
of farther drawing the distinetlon b
tween these capitallst ageuts and the
rank and file workers, as well 83 6 mMeans
of moving the masses abead to build the
[OoY em ek,

“his petition for Federal unemploy-
mient relief and what it implies should
offer an added opportunity to penetrate
the ranks of the A. F. of L., in bullding
the movement for a struggle for unem-
ployment relief. As yet however, ng ser-
ious efforts have been made to  extend
the movement to cmbrace the A. F. of L.
unlons.

The Dally Worker, in Its issue of Feb-
rary 11th, says editorially In comment-
ing upom this petition: “The workers'
angwer should be a wider campalgn for
unemployment insurance, bullding up the
fighting ranks of both employed and un-
employed, fighting hunger and the rot-
ten capitalist system which produces It
In the ranks of the A. F. of L., the move
ment for unemployment insurance should
p¢ made to aweep the fakers off thelr
foat”.

This 1a abaslutely correct. But it can
be made a reality in ouly provided the
party leadership pursues a polley of the
united front in every sense of the word.
The opportunity for it has been avall-
alile: it Ia beooming daily more Pro-
pounced, moreover, its acceptunce and
practice has become an imperative need.
The efforts of the party in the strug-
gle for unemployment rellef, while havy-
ing something on the credit side of the
balance shest (for example by way of
dramatization of the ksue) atill carry

Vv N
OPENFORUM

Lecture by
AERENE SWABECK

The Left Opposition and
the Ul'.litj’ Ruse of the
Lovestone Rigl':t Wing

al the
Labor Templaes
14th Bireet and Second Avenua

Friday, February 19, 1932

at B P. M.
QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION

ADMISSION: 25 Centa

Unemployed Workers Admitted Free
Auspless: New York Branch Communist

Lengue of Amerlea (Opposition)

the party. regardless of the militancy
displayed, have constantly decreased in
working class particlpation. The Fabrua-
ary 4th demonstration was smaler yel
than the procesding ones, That down
ward tendency ls aleo the status of the
mayement ag o whole, This has become an
ineradicable record of the workiug class
attitude toward the party leadership
and Its pollcles. And this In a shtuation
of growing pressure from mass discon-
tent,

Ie it not be clear that here a complets
change of policy 13 necéssary. NoL mere-
Iy a change on paper but a change In
reality ¥

a mounting record on the deficit slde
The very demonstrations organized by

ﬁe Jaiizd M_arinz

i have cecelved about a dozmen letters
from party members as well as L L. D.
members during the last weak. Al these
letters deal with the same quoestlon—
that of the I, L. D. and it relation o
the defense of the prisoners Involved in
the wase. I have nol ehtugh stimps Tor]
wrlting materlal to answer each letter in-
dividually so this statement of facts
will serve as o reply to all those concern-
al. If I am jodging correctly, it 1s evl-
dent that a misupderstanding exlsts In
many & comrade's mind as to my personal
gtamnd on the guestion of the I. L. I I
shall endemvor in this statement to set-
tle that very guestlon onee and for all—
At the tlme of our arrest Nov. 16,
1631 we were entirely at the mercy of
the pollce and they knew it only too
well and acted accordingly. Hence, the
Inhuman and beastly 8rd degree and
brutal beating. Bunker at the time,
nsked ma whether I thought the I L. In
would come forward to defemd ws, I
replied that I was sure they would as
the organlzation of the I. L. In wos sup-
posedly non-political and in  any evant

P ———————————————

Oppositionist Victim of

White Terror in Greece
BULLETIN

The Bouorgeols press reports the
soeret funeral of our comrade T.
Baboncopouloa in Athens, Gresce

) comredes forced thelr way
through the police columns that were
guarding the gates of the cemetery
In order to bld farewell to the vietim
of the medleval terror that the Ven-
izelos regime exerclses agalnst our
Greek comrades

The polles forces were relnforced
from the military garrison and they
gucceeded in arresting all cur com-
rades whom they are deporting imme-
diately to the Island of Laavos.

Hlowly we are developing a group of
active, Milltant buliders. But It = yet
entirely too small, and the results have
therefore remalned scant. To miake the
proverblal “power of the preas™ have &
meanlng for the Oppoaition, tne
first step must become an active bulld-
ing and extenslon of i3 clrculation.
And today, with several organg being
published or about to appear, the exten:
glon should embrace the whole Left Op
poaltion press. This 1s our Immediate
alm.

There are still a fow months of the
wlater season left which offers the best
opportunities among workers belng more
attentive, participating more in meetings,
and belng more easily within reach of
our propaganda. We naturally depend

W orkers and the I.L.D.

—A. 8.

non-partisan, On the following day, after

having appeared In the Maglstrate's
Court and after having pleaded mpot
gullty it became svident to me that the
E L. I did not intend to take the oase
Realizjng that wa were [acing the et
of sur life in prisoy If tha frame up was
guceeafnl, It became avident that wea
misst abtain legal advlse somehow. T,
therefore,put through a telephone call

from Tombs prison to Mr. Fishman, ||m1

attorney who had successfolly defend-
ed me In another case. Mr. Fishman
arrived the same aftérnéon and uwpon
hearing the case told me that he would

aee us through, fee or no fee, 1le has|

kept hls promise,

On the 18th of November, thres days
after the arreat, I recelved & letler
from commades Cannon and Tresca, In-
forming me that doe to the fact that
no one had seemingly come forward to
defeny] us, they had in conjunction with
other comrades retalned an attorney whao
would call to se: g, Tha following day,
Mr. Habating oalled and has alncs then
handled the case as chief counsel with
Mr. Fishman as assoclate counsel, On
or about the 15th of December, one
month after the arrest, I recelved a let-
ter from Mr, Brodsky Informing me that
he dmd been lnstructed by the I I. D.
to offer his legal services. 1 want com-
pades to bear In ming that thils wia the
firat offer we had from the I. I. D. and
it came 32 days after our arrest. Busm-
ker, Trajer and myself discussed the
letter and It was declded that I should
write Brodsky asking him to call in or-
der to enable us to discuss the question
of the committes and endeavor to find
ways and means whereby the I. L. I.
and the committee could get together om
the guestion. Nothlng was heard from
the I. L. D. untll § days later, when
Brodsky came. I asked him how the I
1. Ir. could explain §ts attitude In view
of the fact that when approached by
workers shortly after the arrest they had

(Continned on page 2)

which we assiré all our supporters s
badly nesded.

This we propose to take up particular-
ly during our coming three months' sub-
geription drive, covering March, April
and May. Our readers have noticed the
gpecial dndocement offers. Firat, In the

The events of the last week havs
brought about a very noticeable shift
in the relatlonship of forces among the
powers lovolved in the recent struggle
The unexpected amd rasher remarkable
realstance put up by the Chibess At
rentering on the Far Eastern question,
Chapel haa vexed the Japanese aggrisors
aonsfderably. And (he rather cool re
ceptlon given the French delegation at
(ieneva, has not served 0 eRcOurage
Tokle any either, The French Imperial-
ista have up to the present been the
only ones to play the role of apologists
for Mipponess militarism.

The bold stand taken by Tarcdieun has,
it anything, only been of service In the
consolidation of ;Wall Street influence In
Europe. Isolated internationally by thelr
strong-headed drive for a sharp sola-
tion, the French reactiooaries have suf-
fered an Internal deféat, throngh a ecom-
bination of clreumstances, by the down-
fall of the Laval cabinet. The nevit-
ably more moderate regime that will
guecesd Laval, will not fall to take Into
aecount the desires and demands of the
Washington government In continuing,
under a new gulse, the traditional French
atruggle for European hegemony. After
all, the money bags will remaln the de-
termining factor Iin imperiallst politics.

Japan, weakened already by her Far
Kastern adventure and loslng ground
continually In her diplomatic dlaputes
with the West, finda hersclf entangled in
a nat of strangling contradictions. On
the one hand, the Manchurian sxpedition
and the attack on Shanghal have already
proved to be extremely expensive, have
sapped her resources like a suctlon pomp.
A protracted stay in China ean only
mean the collepse of her fAinancial strac-
tore. Discontent at home ls  maturing
rapldly. Desplte ethe censorshlp, reports
of antl-war demonstrations in Toklo and
in other cities have found thelr way Into
the press, The ecopomie crisls and the
iopvment [t brioga can o#Bly Ag-
gravate this gltuation for the Mikado's
minlgters. On the other hand, the Chi-
nese boyeott of Japanese goods hasz al-

Glotzer Meetings

The nationa]l tour for cumrade Glotzer
ia now uwnder way. For the Information
of our readers in the various citles his
dateg are gooted below.

Previonsly we announced that comrade
Glotzer has just retorned from s vislt
to Europe in which he alao spent about
fonr weeks of froftful discasslon with
Lanin's eloseat co-worker, comrade Trot-
gky. It Is the result of this discussion
which will form the kernel of comrade
(Glotzers lectores. His subject will be:

WHAT IS EUROPE HEADING FOR?

The following fa the schedule for
GGlatzer'a tour:

Boston, Masa...... February 18

Montreal, Canada.. Febroary 21
Toronto, Canads .. Febroary 23—24
Buoftalo, M. Y...... Febroary 25

Meating under ausplees of Proletaran

|

announement of the theoretlcal orgam,

upon our comrades to support us, to at
tend these gatherngs, to make thelr con-
tacts, to sell a copy of the Left Oppoal-

tion press snd to endeavor 0 EEt A
pow sub. When practically organized
and carried on, this will also help us

g:00 P.'M. at the above address.

tn replenishing our aepleted ireasury

Hingle coples —=- 10 Centa

GERMANY 1
The Key to the International
Situation

by LEON TROTSKY

in pundles of 5 or more—T Cents
Order Now

Pioncer Publishers, 84 East 10tk St. N. Y. C.

Party Opposition at 418 Pearl 8t
Chicago, Il ...... Febeoary 27—28

Wast Frankfort, I11L ..Mareh 1
8t Louis, Mo......... March 2
Eansas Clty, Mo. .... March &
Minneapolis, Minn., .. March &5, & 7
Chbcago, Il ........ March $—10
Cleveland, Ohlo ...... March 11
Youngstown, Ohblo ... March 12
Pitteburgh, Pa. ..... March 13

The mesting for Glotzer In  Montreal
will be held at Universite Owvriers,
85 East Cralg S5t., Sonday evenlog, Feb.
21, 1432,

‘Juctant to come to the ald of the Chi-

dtles 1a under way.

P

ready plled up heavy losses for her in-
dusatries. And it I8 primarlly the break-
ing of the boycott that Toklo is concerned
with at present, after the fArst flush of
victory and the ravenous ambitions ac-
companying i, bhave dimmed. And even
then, It ls questionable If the Imperlalism
of the East conld repalr Its lossea by
mer¢ly 1ifting the boyeott, as the situa-
tlon stands today. At any rate, it may
ba safely assumed theat o the coming
weaks, the diplomats at Toklo will be
much more “reasonabla” In thele nego-
tlatlons with the U. 8, Great Britain
and the others until new factors Inter-
Yene.

The temporarily successful defense of
Chapel has no doubt raleed the morale
of the Chinese troops. That the Edoe Min
Tang politlclans attempt to explolt this
situation i= only natural. Dot it s not
thelr intention te make use of It by
rallylng the mosses for m real stroggle.
For them, It almply constitutes capital
in the bid for the support of Amerfcan
financiers. Washington I8 not at all re-

nae hoorgeolsle, The centrallzation of
Ching and its transformation into A
mtabla market for Amerlcan goods, has
always been one of Wall Btrect's dreams.
Any opportunity to reallze this dream
will be taken advantage of by United
Btates imperiali=m.

But the Kup Min Tang has not  yet
gucessded In establishing & atable hour-
geols power in China. All the experl-
ences of recent years Thave belped to
atrogthen the hatred of the masses of the
people agninat the forelgn robber powers,
Amerien included. They will undoubted-
Iy look upon the Kuo Min Tang's firta-
tions with Wall Street, with sosploion.
This fact canoot help but Inerease the
opportunitiea of the Chinese Commun-
fats to bulld up thelr infoeoce and to

PRICE 5 CEN

W orld Powers at Logge heads

Japanese Repulsed in China as Laval Cabinet Falls in Paris

Boviet Unlon and the world proletarist,

Rumors have been apread alout e
lative to a supposed entente betwesn
the Bovier government and the Japaoese
with megard to the transportation of
troops on the Chiness Eastern Dtallroad.
Despite the disgustingly pon-revolution-
ary stand of Litvinoff at Geneva, dealf
with elaswhere In this Issue, despite the
fact that this poaition at the Disarmanent
Conference only constitutes another step
in the Btalinlst degeneration, it i3, nev-
ertheless, Inconceivable, that there is
any troth whatsoever In these rumors,
Any such entente could mean only one
thing in betrayal of the most elementary
duty of a proletarian power—that of In-
tranzlpeant antagonism to the imperlal-
fsta and thelr desigpne against the op
presaed colonial massos,

The imperialist powers are busy pre-
paring their bouseholds for the coming
test of strength. Just hew Imminent
thiz clash I8, may be gathered from the
parleys golng on at Geneva In the ante-
chambérs, away from the din of oratorial
bambast. These discusalons have for
thele subject the wvery proesle matter of
restrictions In the use of alrcraft bomb-
ing on clvillans, the distances to be es-
tablished between battle lnes, ate. The
ptmost watchfulness 8 required of the
Internations] srorking class. We, toa,
miat ba prepared. The tenslon in Ger-
muany¥, In the fare of the March elee-
tions, may well give vent to ap explosion
that will shake Furope. The outcome of
the class struggles In Germany will serva
i # slgnal for Imperialist action. It is
the task of the Communists to lay the
ground for a specessful connter-action
of the proletariat. The first requisite
for that s internatioanl solldarity, And
it 18 on this point, that the Stalinist
leadership in all the partles of the Com-
intern, and especially in the Bovlet Un-

take the lead In the struggle, supported
by the prestige and the backing of the

fon must be ealled to order.
-5, 3.

————————m

All pollticar parties In Qermany are
retrenching themselves for the general
presdential electlon to be held in March.
At present the nominatlons are taking
place and the moat Important parliament-
ary drive In the history of German pol-

Hindenburg has accepted the candidacy
of & “coalition” drive to defeat Fasc-
fam. He will have the sapport of the
socdal democracy, the Centrist party,
the People’s Party, the Economle Party
and the Demoeratle Party. In a word.
the “democratic” forces are uniting on
the basls of a defense and redlstance

The Presidential Elections in Germany

the head of this drive stand the soclal-
lste. The object I8 to retain Hindénburg
ag the “iron men*™ to save the rapublic,
and also to keep Brunlog at the head of
parliament,

The Fasclsts are orlentating them-
selves for the drive. To them the eles-
tions do not close the question. They are
confident that they can defeat thls coall-
tion even on the election field. The Nasl
perty and thelr counter-part, the Natiom.
allat party, are grooming thelr ranks for
o urmited stand against the “coaliton®,
The Fasclsts are now attempting to force

agninst Fasclsm—and Communlam. At

From the Needle Strike Frun;

The struggle of the dressmakers In
Mew York began a week ago under the
posplees of the MNeeadle Trades Workers
Industrial Unlon. The Right wing con-
trolled Imternatlonal Ladiea Garment
Workers Unlon postponed the calling
out of its shops for more than 4 week,
with the sole object of isolating the
fight of those dressmakers who are strik-
dng under the banmer of the Laft wing.
JiWhile the response to the Left wing waa
not such as would ba desirable, the ranks
remained Inteet all the time alnee the

The conditions of .the dressmokers are
now In danger—now more than. ever,

The Schlealnger machine will not fail
to lve up to s record of betrayals:
It will agaln look for all shades of “im-
parflal arbitrators” who will help stab-

iiza" the Industry at the expense of the
(Continued on page 2}

Add in Our Circulation PPrive

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST
BEVIEW, to appear April 1st a8 & new
addition - to The Militant, the Young
Spartacus, Unser Kamf, and Commun-
Istes. Becondly, by the speclal bovks and
pamphleta offered for new subscribers
durlng this period. All of this material

has been poblished at the miolmum of
expenses a0 as to provide ltermiure of
& high gquality at a price workers can
afford to pay. As to the guality—that
we are willlng to submlit to our readers
to judge. But we expect they will also,
npon the Inevitahly favorable judgmeént,
do thelr part to help build the Laoft
Opposition press,

During the perfod of the drive, we of
fer for Miltant sobscriptlons the fol-
lowing occnditions:

One year subacriptlon: J2.00-—a con¥
of The Permanent Revolotlon (paper
bound) by L. Ik Trotaky.

Blx months subscription: §1.00—a copy
of The Strategy of the World Revolution
{paper bound) by L. D Trotsky.

Thres months subseription: $0.50—a
copy of any one of our 10 pamphlets.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST
REVIEW will appear In 48 pages, bi-
mouthly in the beginning. The price per
copy will be 1b6c. Subscriptlon wlll be
$1.50 for 12 issuce and $1.00 for 8 lssues
Help us bulld the Left Opposition Prows!

through Hitler's cltizenship with  the
alm of legalizing his participation in pol-
itles and acting a3 a eandidstes for his
party.

It would be the greatest danger to the
working class of Germany and the whole
world, and particularly the Internation-
]l Communist movement, to balleve that
the Fasclsts will terminate their drive
for power with the end of the elections.
Cuite the contrary. In the event of a
defeat of Fasclam at the election polls,
they will begin Instantly with a con-
certed drlve for power through an arm-
ed coup.

At the moment of this writing, the de-
tailed plans of the combined Fasclst and
MWatlonalist front are onknown, Thers
I# & certaln uneasiness In the ranks of
the democratic coalition because of this.
They do noet know how to resist  the
Fascist drive. They fear the resulta of
an electlon defeat of the Fasclsts be-
cause they understand that In such an
event, Fagclam will resort to an armed
struggle agalnst the government,

In this sliteation the role of the Com-
nuniet party ls of higheat Importanes.
Informsition from Germany demonstrates
that the C. P. 4. 18 now concentrating
on  thé olections. Thaelmann iz the
party candidate for president. The party
Is now too, preparing for an Intensive
parllamentary campalgn as o Aght on
two fronts: the fight against Fasclism
and agalnst the Centre-social democratie
coalitlon, stressing at the same time
that the most important fight must be
made agalnst the Centre-soglal democra-
the coalition, and not the Fasclats

But the danger in the present situation
Hes In that the party sees noe further
than the electlons. It s correct that
the party should carcy oo the stroggle
gle on the election field. But that can-
not e the final alm of the struggle.
For the Communists it 1s more Important
to seg further than just the parllament-
{Continued on page 3)




