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Pay Reduction in the Building Trades

A Blow at the Workers' Standard Throughout All the: Trades

The wage cut drive in the building in-
dustry now initisted in  severdsl large
cltles gimultaneously reveals a concerted
plun of action. In the oitbles of qu
York awmd Chicage alone the demanded
200 cut will fuvolve more thao 300,000
workers. BHut the obhjective 1 a far
greateér one. The objective Is to strike
at this section of “privileged” workers,
to more ufectively pave the way for
the reduction of the workers' standard
throughout. A devilishly well fdtting
compléement to (he much bheralided Hoover
Home DBullding rogram,

The Huallding Trades Employéers” As-
gociation hardly awalted o reply to thelr
proposed  wage cot, it immediately be-
came a virtoal ulthoatum. It was prac-
tleally offered as: “Take it or leave 16"
In this they eountsl on the effeclive as
glstanee of the lushing whip of unem-
ploynmvent,

The extent of the increasing tempoe of
wage-reductions recently applied can very
well be understeed from the late re-
ports made by the Department of Labor.
Up to September 15, when the U, 8. Steel
Corporation took over leadereship In
wage reductions, there had been during
1081, 2257 cuts-involving 315622 work-
era, Ip the ensuing two months alone

there wers 1,074 reductions, involving
200,052 workers.
With this uitimatum the wage cut

drive is married Into the wery centre of
the A. F. of L. unions. For apmong the
excluslve eraft union make-up of the A.
F. of L., the pullding trades still cousti-
tute the actual backbone, DBut it i3 also
thiz exclusiveness of craft organization
and craft ldeology, terribly antlquated
in conditdons of modern class relations,
which spells the greatest handicap to
these ankomnsg.

What will be the answer of the Build-
ing Trades Unions to this ultimatom?
Will they resist? It slwuld be ¢lear that
failure to resist at the outset will scon
gtart them on the tobaggon sllde with
one wage cut following another. Wil-
llam Green and his A. F. of L. hierarchy
have repeatedly made grandoise declara-
tions that the unions will resist wage
cuta. Now the A. F. of I, backbone faces
the test, But there are ng indicatiops
that this leadership will back up s
declaration with preparation for action
The Chicago union leadership has already
offered a compromise. This is how much
the grandicse declarations of Bill Green
and his hierarchy mean.

For public consumption the smployers
have for some Lime held up in horror
the example of the high wages in the
bullding Industry. The fmct, however,
that employment is extremely seasonil,
that the bullding trades worker man-
ages to keep o job only a few mouths out
of the year i3 never mentioned. Though
now glib promises are being made that
a wage-reduction will Increase bullding
and thus increase the jobs. Yet it 1s a
well-known foct that the amount of
pullding to be done does pob at all de-
pend upon the wage level of the work-
ers in that industry, As one example
we mdy cite the instances of cities where
vullding trades wages have remained
low, or whers ents have been secepbed,
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Almost g year age, the party held a
mass trinl here In New York to show the
workers—that “the Communist party will
not toleracte any trace of white chauavin-
I within itz ranks—"'

The sacrificial lamb in that case was

Aunguat Yokinen, a Finn, who had untter-
gl expressions of anti-Negro blas, In a
lynehing atmosphere, the high pelests,
Hathaway and Moeore, the prosecuting
and defense pttorneys, togeter offered up
Yokinen to cover the fallure of the parcy
leadership to educate the party rank
_and file against anti-Negro prejudices.
Yokinen was expelled. Immediately af-
terwards he was arested by the vultures
of the labor department and held for
deportation. The party was forced to
lnunch & movement to demand hin re
lease. Contrary to the expectations of
Hathaway et al, this spectactle did oot
cradicate white chauvinlam from the Te-
volutionary movement. From tlme to
time the Dally Worker haa reported ita
‘manifestations.

The latest took place in N, T. W. I, T,
A worker in the needls trades, Hurns,
has been uccosed of white chauvinlam.
A mass. trial was ondered. It took place
on Feb. Tth in the same hall in which
Yokinen was remd out of the party. In
place of Hathaway as prosecuting attor-
ney we had the notorfous burennerat Ben
Gold; in place of Moore, Alexander. The
faces, the actors were different but the
farce was the same. Gold spoke dArst
He made two polnts: he admitted, in
anticipating the argument of the delense,
that the leadership of the unlon wasa at
fault io “not fAghtlng insistently against
white chawvinfam®, bat held It neces-
safy to make An example of Burns to
prova to the Negro masses that the union
‘really means to unite the masses and
wipe out white chauvinism. He asked
anr Rnrns’ expulsion from the unlon.

Alexanuer Jesuitically argued that

urns was guilty but that his guilt was
mot as enormous nor as horrhendons as
shylock-Gold hod made It out to be
alexander, following Moore's line of a
year before almost word for word, de-
weribed Burns as g vietlm of capitalist
elass ldeology and of the leadership of
the union which should have fought in
the ranks of the union against “this
polson”, He propdsed in place of - ex-
pulslon, a periog of probation in which
Burns wae to bée asalgned speclal work:

that ‘did not bring an increase In bulld-
ing, As'a second Instance it I8 well to
remind bullding trades workers that the
present erisls has alveady seriouszly dim-
Inlahed building regquirements: and with
a general reduction of the working class
standard of living one could not ot all
expect an inerease in residentisl bulld-
inga. Thus wage reductions will rather
react in the reverse of the .promises
made,

Within the bufldiog trades wnlons the
corrupt” practive of bosiness  anionism
flowrizhes, The miserable [ncompetence
af the |E'.|1|!|E:|11hip Atands out glnrlng’[y,
A host of useless petly grafting- buslness
agents has infested these unlons with
the zeneral result that the organized
position is today very seriously weaken-
ed. The power of the orgsnization is
nek at all maintaloed on the job, Work-
aers find emplopment today In practically
every instance only by acepting a wage
conslderably below  the  official  scale.
Home unsuspecting worker mizht think
that it would be better to reduce the of-
fielal wage =scale to the ilevel of what
is aciualy being phid—and this is a
quite widespread belief. They  forget,
hoveever, that the minunte a cut of the
officind scale is accepted it will pe as
much reflected in the wage actually pald.
That will be immediately cut  further
alac,

Thus the wage cut utimatum lepma ns
a real problem before the bulding trades
unions., Added to this i the pressnt
heavy scourgs of unemployvment. Mook
anbmis=ion to the employers' demands
cannot at all selve the problem but only
aggravate . It can only mesult in a
further reduction of the workingman's
standard. An aggressive attitude is nec-
¢agary. The uniona do not face a ques-
tion of meintaining what I8 being
charged to be a high wage scale but of
maintaining a bare possibility of exist-
enee. Acceptance of n wage out can
never bring relief to the workers either
for their maintenance of a standard nor

for the problem of uwnemployment, To
find n solutfon for these problems it s

first of all necessary to prepare well to

utilize’ all the power of the organizatlion
Lo resisg the attack, fo resist the wage
cut.  Becondly, [t becomes necespsry Lo
give serious conslderation to the redoc-
tlon of the workday so as to actualy help
relieve the ghemplorment sltvation, This
Is where the six hour work doy withoot

reduction of pay shguld be  particularly

ITANT

considered.

The buflding trades workers onions
todday constitete the backbone of the or-
pnnixed labor mevement. As such they
should show the lead in resisting the gen-
eral attacks npon the workers' stnndard

of living.
—A, B

M orgenstern and Goodman Sentenced

—e

A Letter from the Two Philac]r:]phia Defendants

—e

Moyamansing 1*rlson
Philadelphin,
Monday, Feb, 8, 1932
Dear Comrades:

Thia s oor answer to Judge Heesd:
- "We are members of the O L. af A.
(0.} We flght wnder the bauner held
high by comrade Tricsky., We are Com-
munists, noi for a moement have we been
fooled by the (rickery of the courts legal
libaralistie tinting.

"We are not here as  eriminals. Nor
ns repentant sinpers. It = a venr sines
we wore arfisted for darlng to tell the

workers the cause of their misery and
for urging them to  struggle  unltedly
against worsening conditioms, Has capi-
taltsmy oslved any of the erying contradic.
tions of =oclety? Have not conditions
prown worse for the masses of people?
For thizs yoli will’ suppress us,  What
matters your wvaunbed oivil rights? For
us—civil terror, but that selves nothing.
MNor can the cancer of cnplt:!!is:n b
climinanted under caplialism. Only the
proletarlang revelotion cap o that.
“Your sentence shows that it s you
who stapd in fear of uns. It 18 not we
wito are afradd. High indeed would rise
the wrath of the workers agailust the
arbitbary rapression against us revelu-
Honlsta, were It not for the saboiage
of stupld and corrapt boreancrats pot
in charge of working class organizntions,
“We are hers a3  fighters of your
starvation sysfém, nol as  criminals
Your chiss has yrown oleh and powerful
on our poverty and degradition; has
flourished on the blood and tears of the

working class, For wanting to change

all this; for our siroggle to overthrow

capitalism, to emanecipate seclety from
human slavery and te ulld o Commuon-
it soeiety where exploitation and hunger
no longer exist, you persecute ns, Your
verdict we ean only accept as a venllct
of copitnlist class jostice. Today you
plek ue out becuuse you think us small
and woak. © Tomorrow  yon will streteh
farther—to every brave volee of work-
ing class frecdom.  Ywou jail vs: you ean
never jail the idess we stand for. The
doy will soon be here when your whole
system, alremdy doomed, will stand be-
fore tbe bar of proletamian  justiee
HAIL THE REVOLIUTION!

(Bigned) Leomn Goodman and Dernard

Morgenstern™

Thiz is the first opportunity we have
b o wrile and we hasten to do so.
Judge Reed whoe passed senlenee on s
for vielation of the State's notoriouas
Flynn Seditlon Act pgave us ninety days
in Moyamenzing, Thiz i3 as  “punish-
ment”, he sadd, fop teaching the over-
throw of capltalism. The lawyers filed
appenl to the Supreme Court.  Bail has
nit pet been furnished,

We were very fortunate to he placed
in the swme coll, There are aboul 45
party membera and party  sympathizers
in the same prison, Forty of them are
here for reslsting an evictlon, Onr two
honr period in the prison yard permita
us to fraternize with the other eomrades,

This despite the I. L .D."s salotage of
our defense and the vituperatlon against

s,
With Iled grestings o all our
rades,

COTi-

L. GOODAMAN.
B, MORGENSTERN.
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R.R.Fakers & Bosses Join Hands

To Impruve The Health of «Our» Industry

Messages of congratulation and prodse
were todey pouring in on  the leading
lights in the drama successfully enocted
at Chieago, Feb. 1st, to “voluntarily”
cut  F2I50000000 from the rall workers'
pay checks and give it to  the counpon
clippera. The plot In the drama con-
talns  both  comedy and tropedy. The
comle part consisted of the farcleal pre-
tentbons on the part of the labor spokes-
mern, headesd by 1n B, Robertsoen, (o fight
the wage cut. The teagle pact of the
seventecn day Chicago show war  the
audded saerifics and soffering it brought
to the railroad workers for the bencfit
of the parasitez who live on the labor
of athers.

The 17 doy Chicage wioe eonferomes,
which began on Jan. 14th, amd ended on
Fel, 1sf, was merely o farcleal display
of controversy to fool the rallromd work-
era Into belleving that thelr leaders were
putting up & real fight against the wage
alash. We malntain  that  these who
gpoke for the rallronds at the eonfer-
emce amd also those who were supposed
to spenk for labor, all keew what the
outeome of the confgrence would be and
this was also quite clearly set forth in
the daily press Feports released on the
day the' conference opened. One United
ress report dated of Chicngo, Jan, 14th,
under the followlng headline, reads in
part as follows:

“Untonn Chiefs and Presldents Seck fo
Provide Work for 700,000 Through [0
Per Cent Wage Cut",

“Chieago, Jan, 14 (UP—Caplial and
labor snt down acrozs o conferenace gable
today determined to provide dividends
for roll investors and work for unem-
ployed rail men

“The decision expected was o 10 per
cent peneral wage cut for anlon work-
ors. Thia will save the railroads $2640,-
[y, Cky, suiflelent to meet  Inberest  re-
quirements and provide work for many
of the Industry's TOOMM jobless™.

“Two white-haired leaders, each long
in the service of the rallroads, led the
conference  groups. These were Daniel
Willard, .president of the Baltlmore &

Ohio road, chalrman of the presldents'

The Minneapolis Branch of the Left Opposition in the Fight for the Unemplnyea

MINNKEAPOLIS, MINN.

As we' po to press, slx workers are
on trial before Judge Carroll for partic-
Ipating in the unemployed meeting at
Brldge HSquare on February 4th. About
G0 policemen, sccording to the capitalist
preag, on the orders of Mayor Andersom,
charged aboutl twoe thousand workers 4s-
sembled to hear the speakers. A magnd-
ficent reslstance was put up by the erowd
which loid Ww and sent to the hoapital
4 polleemen, although the latter werse
armed with murderous ssps and black-
jocks. Working women were espacially
prominent in the fight, kicking, scratch-
ing and breaking lsth posters over the
heads of the cops. A dozen or mors

Heresy Trial

in the coming strike he ia to be in the
forefront of the workers' defensc cOTps
agninst the pangster attacks; he i8 to
bring inte the union an anstated nam-
ber of Negro workers, and he ia to sell
a certiin number of Liberators,

Then Rurns took the flsor w make a
atatement of demouncemenc. In Yokinen
ey had a mesk lamb who sgreed “that
he was all they sald about him. Huot
in DBurns they caught a Tartar, Until
he spoke, it was not clear what the
sgpeciflc charges agalust him  were. It
appears that Burns and a Negro organ
lzer got Into a personal dispute over
a typewriter in the office of the union;
that they had heated words, freely in-
sulting each other which, by & process
famillar to Stalinists, paszsed into blowa!

With unconscious poetic justice Burns
called Gold, Mr. Gold, accused him of
diserimination in bringing only him to
trin], eriticlsed him and his fellow bur-
eaucrats for Dot instructing him in what
was white chauviniam and race batred.
He also accused the Dally Worker of
exaggerating his statements. It was re-
markable’ that the hundreds of party
members and sympathzers in the Thall
took this last charge as# a matter of
course. It was obvlous that they were
aware of the Dally's polley of exaggera-
tlon.

Burns' statement was really, though
not intentlonally, a terrific indictment of
the bureauncracy in the union. Not all
of Gold's demagogy in  rebuttal could
cover this up. Mhe blows Burns dealt
were too telling. The workers' jury
brought dp & verdict of gullty with a
recommendation of probation with as-
signed tasks, Gold's plea for expulsion
was refosed.

This is & good slgn It demonstrated
that the Stalinista can’t always ~°f AWay
with such raw frameups. In our opin-
jon, they should have brought dn & Te
commendation to expil Gold from the|
inlon and along with him his fellow bur-
eancrats. B ez such ag this do not

and cannot ‘eradilate racial prejudices.
What is needed 1s, as the Militant re-
marked on March l1st, 1931, apropos of

the Yokinen trial, “Fducation—an atmo-
pphere free from d.amnmg,‘ hypocrisy
and incitament: an atmosphere created
by teachers of the proletariat, not by

terrorizera.”

—T. ATAMM. “ers to defend thelp unlon and to pay no

comrades and sympabhizers sustained
wounds and one comrade is in danger of
lgsing an eye from o viclous atiack at
the habds of & cowardly cop with a sap.
The Daily Worker of Janoary 9, 1932
carrles o viclopsly slanderous attack
agninst our comraded inventing o story
about Opposiblonizts beating up o party
comrade. The whole story 1z just one
more dezpleable Stalintst e, uofonnded
and without any actuml basis. The re-
marks concerning the “connter-rovalu-
tionary” leaflet can be jodged for what
they are worth from what follows.

Below iz the leaflet issuml by the
Minneapolis Branch of the Communist
Leagne calling for a united defense move-
ment for the arrested amd for a Free
Spesch Conferencea.

ETATEMENT:
BAVE FERUARY 4th VICTIMS

Mayor Anderson has again shown his
true colors! On February 4th, he order-
] his pollee, armed with saps, to crack
the skulls of a peeceful meeting of un
emploved workers at Hrldge Hquare,
The mecting was enlled by the Minnea-
polls Unemployed Councll to discuss the
prosent ¢ficis aod to propose a. solotion.

The brutal attack of the police is an
attempt to take away an  clémentary
rlght, bard-wog in many struggles. And
no one ¢an deny that the Farmer-Labor
Mayor was ¢lected over the Hepublican
Kunze on the promise (now violaled) ofy
free asembly for workers and adeguate
rellef for the unemployed. A yoar Ago.
when onr headguarters were ralded and
closed by Kunze's police, Anderson, then
prospective candidate for office, volun-
teered to defend the right of free speech
and assemily in court. Con we mow
take serlonsly the Mayor's excuse of
truffic hazzards? Shrioers, Templars,

or any capitalist movement pget  the

Bquare—or any poblic atreel-—withont

quesition. Our Mayor had 560 police
break up o peaceful meeting: but pone
ti direct traffic and protect the meeting.

THIEE MAYOR 18 IHHIDING S0OME-
THING! He does not tell os that the
Kands, the IDeckers, the PFillsaries who
control the relief fulda andecliy bodget
dictate o the “"Farmeér-Labor™ Mayor o
cut rellef fo the bone, to ¢ut the wagos
of clty employees, ete. THEY WANT
NO PUBLIC CRITICISM OR PROTEST
0% THE FART OF THE WOEKERS,
Armderson does their bidding. On Febra-
ary 4th, e came out jn the open as the
YES-MAN OF THE EMPLOYERS, He
proposes to relieve unemployment by
slugging the unemployed.

Thousands of workers, enthuosiastic
for the “Labor™ eandidate, reproached
the Communlsta for “splitting the labbr
tlrket™ jn putting forward o Communist
worker for Mayor, The Communista pré-
dicted that Mr. Anderson’s middle-clase
reformiam could glve no benefits to the
workers, but only serve the bosses, Oaoly
through organization, they sald, can
workers galn. This prophecy is now fol-
filledl.

Threa women and three men face jail
sentences for challengihg the right of
Mayor Apderson to forcefully break up
a peaceful meeting. Their conviction,
to any thinking wotrker, questions  the
right of any body of, workers Lo meet
and carry on business, The Oght for
Unemployment ITnsurance and immediate
relief must go on.  An efective hght can
only be earrled on by winning bock the
workers' right to meet and express
themselves.

Thiz latest attack of the bosses must
be combatted by a determined uygited
defense  movement, The defendants,

memberg of wvarlous Iabotr organizations
(A. F. of In. Unplonz, Unemployment
Councils, I. L. I, Communizt arty, as

Tampd Tobacco W' ﬂrker.f .ftruggfe

Florlda, winter playground of the
bourgeoisie, iz the latest scene of capl-
talist oppression against the workers,

On MNovember Tth the workers of
Tampa gathered to honor the memory of
Lenin at the Yhor Clty Labor Temple.
The meeting was well attended, A maj-
arity of those attending were tobacco
workers who responded to the call of
the Tobacco Workers Industrial Unlon.
The meatlng was runoidg to o suecessful
concluslon pvhen the doora were sad-
denly burst open and a cordon of polles
alded by Amerbenn Leglon thuags rushed
inte the ball clubbing and terrorizing
those present. During the melee a shot
waa fired and a policeman dropped. Fif-
teen workers were arrested.

To try these Afteen workers, a labor-
hating jury was judiciously picked. The
verdiet from these twelve good (to their
masters) men and true (to thefr class)
was never- In doubt. The workers be-
haved staunchly in the court room, They
showed the entire proceedings from the
rald " to the frial to be engineered by
the Tampa Tobacco Manufacturera As-

soclation. ‘They called upon the work-

it | tn" efforts at “red balting” of
the manofacturers” hirelings.

For this these workers have just been
sentenced to from one to tem years©in
the peniientinry A new irlal has been
denled them, But the workers of Tampa
are not discouraged. These workers of
Florida have shgwn that they can take
It—In a revolotionary geay. MacDonald,
one of the workers arrested and now
In prison, writea: "“The concerted efforta
of . . . capitalist henchmen with al
their maes arrests, lockowts, clubbings,
evictions and coerclon have not shaken
in the least the solidarity of the. Tampa
Tobacce Workers. On the contrary. the
solldarity of the workers has been fused
in the struggle and they stand today
more determined than ever o stand
shoulder to shoulder in their fight for
decent working and living conditions.”

The struggle of the . Florida  tobaseo
workers i our struggle. Thiz new capl-
tallst frame-up carried to its conelusion,
agaln slends emphaszis to the dmperative
neceasity of class unlty from coast to
coast and friém  border to border Lo

defend the elementary right of free
epeach for the working claes,

well as unorganized) must n £ be lefi
to the merey of the capitalist court.
The Citlizens' Alliance Is anxious to con-
vert tlhs case into a threat to anybody
who ralsss his volee against starvation

The Communist Leagne of America
(Oppesition) ealls for the ynkiy of all
lnbor organizations, regardless of race,
cresd or political belief, to rally behind
the defendants and the International
Labor Defenese, now handling the case.
The Communist League [tzelf, recogniz-
ing the nesd for workers” solidarity, un-
hesitatingly throws iz lot in with the
defemdants and will ntillze all its re-
goarces in their bebalf, A FEEE SPEECH
CONFERENCE should be -called imme
dintely to organize the fight,

We place our orpanization at the dis.
ozl of the defense comemittee, and will
caery out pny work asslgned ue for anv-
Ing these workers from capitalist gluss
VEnZEAnCe,

COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERCIA

(OPPOSITION)
Minneapolls Iranch

Evictions

In Europesn conntrles the scepe 13 com-
men eneugh. But in platoernile Amer-
ica, the scene comes as o refreshing ex-
periemce o a8 revolutionist. 'We refer to
the rent strike carried on with militant
enthusiasm in the Bronx, New York.
[Mundreds of windows of & half dgzen
scattersd apuriment houses cocry stick-
ars anneunclng the tenants  within  on
strike,

They are striking against the exorbit-
ant rents—rents which have not ecome
down an lota since the so-called prosper-
Ity days, They are striking for those
modern convenionces which even a much
reduced rental entitles them te  have
They are striking against a landloggd who
doean’'t want them “damn  Communist
tenants” anyway, They are
nzainst o Boclalist  landlord . . . who
wants “to see Blood” before he gives im,

And blosd he has seen. On Monday,
the pig-faced marshall came with a
squadron of police and detectives and
three familes were evicted. Among theso
were a family with a skk child. The
worker-tenants fought wvallantly,

As the mizsery of the workers increnses,
rent strikes will become & more and
more commaon feature in New York, The
committes In charge of the strike iz to
be commended for ite Insistance as part
of the strike settlement, the roocgnition
of the house committee, These honse
committess can and muost become house
nuclel

The, rent strikes must be spread to
poorgr districts of the city. The party
ks initlated theze strikes In & nelgh-
borhoesd where they are nuomerieally
strong. (The party co-operative houses
arg In the immediate nelghborhood). The
rent  strikes must he  spread. They
must he more wildely organlzged They
must he made a Dowerful lever to. ald
those for whom they were origlnally in-
tended—the poor proletariat of the en-

tire country.

—WOREHR CORREBPONDENT.

group, and David B. Robertson,
chrirman,'”

“"Hoth Robertson and  Willard  wers

opthmistic that an agreement would be
reqehed.

i

Up to this date ne one has explained
how this 2250000000 wage ent Is going
to furnish work for 700,000 Jubless enll-
road workers. Hut of conrse, the econ-
ferenee  was not held to get  anything
for the workers: It was held for the
special benclic of hond and stock holders,
Al organized capltalists were  jubllant
over the outcome, nlthongh they Rnew it
in ndvance, eenuse [t netted thom B215,-
KL more profi taken from fhe A E-
er enrnings of the workers,

Labor Bureaverats Play the Role of

Puppels

Even by reading, the daily prosa ro.
fRrrte, @ worker conld lears  that  he
Chicnge railrond wige conference  was
nothing but a mock drama whepe the
FI5000 0 year labor officials Hayed the
part of that many puppets sitting on the
knees of the rallvend officials. And for
the renders’ benctit we will agnin fuote
4 few excerts from o press report ap-
penring I one of the blg dnilles daged
Chicage, Feb, 1=t :

“The final seene, enncted in the con-
fereuce room of a loop hotel, climaxed
17 days of negotintions that were with-
out precedent fn the history of all rail-
labor relations. Never before had  the
two factions pooled their efforts to solve
a problem of like natare or magnitede.”

“As labor made the decision known,
its chief, David Brown Rolertson, gave
emphisis to the renson for the conces-
sioa, ™

Now Listen to “Dayvy™

“‘In the hope that our action,’ he said
‘may improve the health’® of  our
Industry, may improve the relations of
mannzement amd employess, may stimo-
late revival of business and advance gen-
eral welfare, we have declded 1o arcept
the proposal’.”

Brother railroad workers, we will ask
Fou to read the above press guotation
from Robertson for severnl reasons, He
was the chairman of that bunch  of
“ehiefs” which s supposed to look after
the Interests of rallroad lahor. David,
wham Edward Kestlng, the editor of
Labor, affectionately calls Davy, 15 a
high-priced labor “spokesman”, The poor
and  hard-working locomotive fAremen
pay Davy £15000 a year and expenses,
Mow Davy, together with the other
twenty chiefs, decldes to take 215, (N 000
from the poy envelopes of the workers
and give it to the owners of rallroad
stocks and bonds to “improve the health
of our Industry”. Mind you, Tavy
speaks of the railroads as “opr indus-
try”. The lowly part of the jobless and
part-tima workers In “our indnstry™ does
not seem to bother him much, If we are
to judge from the way this wage move-
ment wag handled from beginning to end.
Davy also stntes that the wage cut waos
accepbed 80 that it “may improve the
relations of management and employees”,
You sectlon men and other part-time and
peorly pald workers please note. How-
ever, don't take it too serfously, leenonse
what Mr. Robertson reflly means ia,
the relationship between the railroad and
brothirhood officlals. We will quote be-
low Mr, Willard's statement to the press
after the concluslon of the conference,
where ke jolns with Robertson in bis
hope nand wish, The diference Iz thai
Dan Willard speaks for the renl directors
of the show., We gquote from the ssme
press raport  from which we  quoted
“Diavy™:

“Dan” Joins with “Davy”

“With yom, we Indulge in the hope,
the result of this conferance may tend
to improve relations between  eallway
managoement and employess, and  also
tend 1o stimulate the revival of buosl-
ness and promote the gencral welfare",

Note the above paragraph carefully;
note that the spokesmen of both groups
at the wage conference join in the same
wish, numely, that the reault of the con-
ference may increase the profit of the
raflroads at the expense of the workers.
That iz exactly what their joint wish
and bope amounts to, when boiled down
to actual facts,

Brother tailroad workers, the whole
thing iz but another act added to the
long string of betrayals by the brother-

"Lrlkl"hfihumi bureaucarts whose high salaries
| plage them far closer to Willard and

his group than to the workers whom they
are supposcd to represent. That is ex-
actly why the two groups cast their
joint support to the railreads. The
brotherhood “chiefs" never did a thing
te organize or mobilize the rallroad
workers for unjged actlon against the
wage cut which was losming on  the
industriag]l horizon for the past year or
maore. Theae over-pald drofnes have never
atirred to organlze the motor Lransport
workers, Instead of organizing the bus
and truck drivers they engage In  the
foolish business of trylog to put restrics
tlons on their operations, thinking that
this will please the rallroads.

215,000 o year labor officlals  like
Robertzon and his kind will never or-
ganize the workera nor lend them any-
where but to defeat. The fake wage
conference at Clicago Ia but cumuolative
evidence of this. A minerlty movement
muat be organized and developed in the
brotherhoods to help the membership not
only to drive these misleaders from
offics, but to drive them from the labor
movement In disgrace,

(To he continued)
—A. B,




