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Notes

Active Milltant Lullders we have but
antirely too few. If there wers more,
It would soeom tell in a serlons way on
our subzerlption izt As { Is, only the
aefforta of the few keops 1L growing, but
geowling wvery slowly, Yet we bhave no
douabt that there will soon be more com-
rodes joining the ranks of the Militant
bullders.

For a vwonple of months there has been
no aecount in these columns of (his phase
of pur activitles, ‘Fhat as oot due to a
standd i1l but merely to the absence of
the Secretary on a natlonal tonr,  Heney-
forth, we =hall again render a reguolor
aceount. We inchule among the buliders
nome of these readers who merely send
in the subscriptlon: or renewdls for
hemselves but only such who make suf-
fliclent efforts to secure subscriptlons be-
gides thelr own. Such ure those isbed
below with the pumber of sulseriptions
turned n =inee Janvary 15 103F

V' R, Dmniee, Alfnneagsolis
A, Konikow, Boslon

0, Shechet, Boston

(1. R Hedlund, Minneapnlis

1
1
)
Leon Goodman, 1"hiladelphia 2

BUFFALO P. P. OPPOSITION
INIMORSES LEFT

By invitution of the Buffalo 'roletar-
lan Parviy Oppealtion’ comrade Swabeck
spoke at a Lenin memorinl mecting ar-
ranged by s members on Jan®  24rh.
The meeting waz held noder [he apsplees
of the Workers League of Hu@ale” It
had a faivly gosd sttendenes, lstening
pftentively Lo the speaker’s  cluckdation
of the historial role of the great world
revolutionney leader,  Ouite & few mem-
berg af the offb-lal Commmani=2 paety wete
among the andisnce,

As could be expected, this Ialter fact
very muh helped to enliven the discas-
alon which followel the lec ure. XNof so
much by vietone of the argaments present-
ed by the party members whe took the
fioor, as they prescuted only the old-
Hime slamders awd coiwlemontlon of the

The Struggle of thi R

This ix the third of o =evies of weH-

alems oan The pomditions of the Hallrosd

warkers, The other two  huve ap-

peared In presioos issues of the Mill-

tant. More ure to Tollow [n sabsspn-

ol | Irsues,  =—d,

Already In the early part of 1831, it
wie becoming clear to oven the casunl
chigeryer of the developments an 1he rall-
roads that wage onts were looming ap oo
e indudstrinl horizon for the vaillroadd
workers,

Wnge cuta anlwaya follow in the wake
of Industrinl  depréssions,  wilich resnlt
from the nhevent defects in e peodit
gyatem of predusction. Fyen in 1830, pro-
dud fom was slewling up and mauy roads
were reducing their working fovees, Hul
at any rale, wih the beginning of 1081,
it should have heen clear to any one call-
Ing himself a labor lesder thol pplesa
certain  energede  ocganlwsatlonnl  steps
were taken to strengiben Al solldify
the reallroad workers, wnge reductions
and forther loga of working cowditions
would soon be knocklpg at their doons.

Howewver, . e beat Ti.mu ton Ll omdd
atrengthen the labor unionx iz ander Ho-
ofilled capitalist “prosperity” o when
workers are not loxing thelr joba hy the
milllona throagh Inck  of  work. The
Era herhod lemders hnil o splendid op-
portunity to do this from 1923 o 1020
Darng this pericd there were naarly one
millfon men awd woemen  employed  on
radlronds, whe did not belong to  the

Brd herbooda. Awd, in spite of the en-
ormons resources which these  leaders

hod at their commnnd, practically noth-
ing was done to get these workeras into
the wnions, There were millions of dol-
larg avilpble iny e Brotlierhooed (reasury
for the priuting of houdbills, leafcts and
clrenlars, to put pevlodically  inde  the
hancds of every railroad worker In the
United Staes and Conada, telling him
or her of the Importance and neccsaity of
jolning the nniens. In addition, the fenil-
erg hnd the Brotherhood jonrnals and
fhe - weekly. paper, “Labor”, for ‘their
pee and control.  These publicnilons
rench many rallroad workers in every
rallroad terminal in the country’

Erotherhood Officials Too Busy' Enjoying

their Big Salarles to (rganize
the Workers '

In addition to the printed page with
which to reach the workers. the Hrother-
hood als had Wrerally thowzpnda of
individunls on fhe Brotherhood payrolls,
guch as nsalstant presidents, viee presds
dents, arnl  and  speoinl  orgnnimers,
general chalrmen, (severnl thonramds of
them) busineds agents nnd leglslntive re-
presgnts, lves who mamnged to hang ,on
to the payroll most of the tlme. Then
we have B AL Jewell at the hend of the
rallway department of the A" F. of L.
n department which does not exist ex-
cept on pRPET.

With all thla money and personnel at
their disposal, the DRrotherhood leaders
eould have put on n real orgnnizing cam-
palgn In every radlromd terminal within
the jurisdiction of the Brotherhoodn
They could have coupled up the orghniz-
ing campaign with a concen rifed wago
movement to shorten the day without o
eut 1n wages and to roke the minimum
wagdz level In the rallrond indusTy o
the Five Dollar a Day mark’ This pro-
gram wonld have attracted thousands of
lowly paid workers and also many of

Left Oppos jon  with the Workers'
League coming In for a good share. No,
1he enlivening part was attalned mther
in the opportunity this gave o= he spesk-
ep 10 forther clnrify for the audiendee
many of the dispuved fssaes within he
Communist movement,

On, the following evening comarde Swa-
hﬂu_l:ﬁapnke before the branch member-
ghip. "Due to ita recent expulsion from
the Prodo orian. Paciy, it naturnlly faces
n pumber of problems In common with
the vest of their  expelled  Opposition
comrades. On these problems, the whole
of the dizcusslon contersdd nntil loke in
the night” The members present asked
numersys gquestions from comrade Hawa-
beck whieh together wilth the answers
eiven helped considerably in making *he
Latt Opposition views cloar to them”
From the ineeptlon of their appozition to
the [rold aring Party regime these Tint-
Falo camrades have recognized that they
eannol remnin fselated or independent of
the main currents  of the Communist
mavemen. twlay. Their sympathics very
early ami prononneedly turned toward
the Left wing, They are now mnking a
gerlons effort to get awny from (he stale
arctarinn ad itude which prevailed in the
I'rolefavinn Party, but they have no 1=
lusions that the mere orlen ation toward
maxs work can substitute for the real
task of bullding of. the wevolutlonary ena-
=, While they have hken active part,
in common with the eNorts of their op-
poaition center’ to help in he creation of
an unemployment movement' U is their
fntention to preas on for a definite orlen-
petion of  revolutlonary  views,  They
fully recognize he validity of the ques-
tloa : “Whose  views—Laft, (Center orf
Right=—wlil the PProletarian  Party Op-
position aceept and fo which of  these
cuerel & will it adhere? They agree
Pt this goestlon must e pot first on
the azenda and their nnswer wasd already
given noequivocally in this meeting— ta
the Left Opposition.

the. higher pald workers wha were begin:
nlng to e helr jobs on aceount of Ia-
Borsaving machinery stalled by the
v bl roads,

The Brofherhood officlaldom  have had
and have now at thelr disposal enough
money and men on permanent zalaries,
to hold union meetings at every railroad
center, on a united and concerted scale’
for the purpose of organizlng and amal-
gnmuting the rallroad workers, . Tha
uecessd v of One Unlon of rallroad work-
ers, hestend of fwenty.one shoald e ox-
plafned and advocuted at  every  meal-
ing. And if the leaders would do this,
instemd of fAghting aml obstruacting am-
algama don at every (urn, 18 wonld be-
cone posxible to hold an Amalpamation
Comventlon  within one year and tlere
to lounch an Tmidwstreinl Uolon of Rall-
rond Workers,

But inatesd of using the Brotherboods'
misney wmil press to pec on an orgenio-
tinn and amalgamation campalgn,  the
Drothevhesd bonreauwcvney bas bEen busy
=selling™ (he uscless nnd czpenaive Craft
Sratem, with itz nseless and  overpabd
lendership to the railroad workers. The
“Girpnd” Chlefs have been assiged by
general organizers and general chairmen
to gee to iR that nething tonk place ot
lecal or nnlon mestingd which would e
ngnlnst the intered's of the bureaderata’
“Lame ducks" have been appointed as
gpucinl organizers at 16 per day {the
ignal rate) to sorve mostly as sdminis-
teation  henclimen aed stool-plgeonz: and
o help keep the “Reds” out of the
nulofs.  Both men in the locomotive cab
are now engineers. The man on  the
latt =ide has heen an enginecr for years
Al two orgnnizations are malnp!n-&d
i the Eugnemen and generfnl ovgnnizers
are kept on thie job by bdh unlons to
pull members from one unlon  Into the
pfther. As a matter of fact, the ouly
inforeat thd' these FI5'000 o Year labor
skntes have In worklog men Is to collact
duea from them sund to keep them aeatie
fied weith things as ‘hey afe

While this article 1z being

January 28, an extra is appearing in the
whreehs thl.ﬂ“n-o:-.hl[: that “ltnfl Waorkers
Acced: Rlash for One Year”™, an n heénd-
lima Although it mmy requlre "one or
more apecinl articles to properly diseoss
gl explaly this grosa betsynl of the
leaderhip” we wish to polmt out  rigfht
Bore and now, the the rallroad worliers
wire nover given an opportunity te either
arcept or reject the wage cunt. The
Brotherhood officials  declded this  for
them, The exeuse he bureaoncrats ad-
vance fop accepting this wage cut is s
foolish and silly as the one they gave
for accepting the last wage cubt in 1521,
—A. R

writben,

The Recent Wage Cut

The railrond workers have fnken a
105 ent and onee more the folly of the
howses s palid for by the workers Al
randy the effect upon  ofher Industries
has bean fel ; wage cata are the order
of the daxy in all parta of the country.
Tha rallroads through their committes
lutormed the workers that the only way
ony of the Impasee s o wage cut, and
properly so—{rom thelr standpoint, If it
Iz the path of lesst reslstance, And op
to the present, with” he labor flunkies of
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HANSAS CITY, MO’

Our second [orful wwad ovey beter thaw
the Brzt.  More than seventy peopie were
prezent. The majority of them were
party members and sympathizers. Com-
rede Clarke :poke for an houwr and a
half In an exposition on the ceoses of
war; «he confiler between the |mperial-
stz in the Far East; the dangper of o
war agalost the Soviet Unlon: snd the
problema of the Chinese revolntlon. Not
one peraoh loft <he hall before the lec-
ture was conclnded and there wos very
little wneasiness noticeable. The  Stal-
inizts were evidently impressed wilth aoar
program=—nat once in the whole course
of “he presentation and snmmory  did
they heckle or interrupt. Althouph they
diszipated themaelves in slimder, cwlling
Clarke o “skork”™ and other very high-
minided commendations, and one worker
procinimed in a hyastevienl  vales  that
made “he windows tremble, that he was
with the O, I, right or wrong, fivst, last
and alway¥s, our progham secms Lo have
sunk Im. AL eér the meetlng they eageor-
Iy took the Militast and there i3 mno
floubt bnt that they will be present next
Moanday,

Last Thursday eomrade Clatke also
apoke” on jovitddon, before one of the
ungmployvment eouncils. Ie  woas  voery
favorably recelved—In fact he has been
Invited to another council. It appears
that the locnl Stalinites, ‘hrough blun-
dering negligence and arrogant hureau-
cracy have alicnated and antagonized
these counclls in which there are several
porty members, who fecl the same way
about the abwse of the burkaucrats.
There seem to be excellent opportunitiss
for ws" but nothing can be sald definitely
abont The oufeorme.

FHILADELPHIA, PA.

Om BSunday’ January 31, comrade Al
et Globeer spoke AF an opon meeting
held by the Philadelphia branch of the
Communks League of America  (Dppos-
fien). on his visit to Trotsky, and the
present International altnotion,

There wore ffty workers present who
llziened 0 an acconnd of Trotaky's io-
famious nud legal deportation, and his
exile iy Turkey, Comrvade Glotzer spoke
at some length on the present [pterna-
tioinl political sduntion. He dealt par-

ailroad Workers

capltalizm, thelr contenticns have proven
correet mid will be proven wrong only
when the rnllvond workers ake things
in thelr own hands:; when the policy of
cluss  struggle replaces  the policy of
class collaboration.

" The lack of planned rallroad constrac-
tion, the Increased competition from
o her means of tronaportation and the
furbulenee of the preasnt  orisia  has
drlven ihe rvaflroads in & Hght corner,
Thiz cannot be denled. However, fts
ndmiftance merely proves  oor  pencral
contentlon: .hat the anarchy of capital-
ket prodection must be replaced by soc-
inii=t planmed cconpmy which Is  only
poasible by establishing a workers' dic-
tatorship in the United Staces. On the
other hand, even if we confilned ourselves
to the feures presented by the allroad
magnutes we ean show thal they do not
gtand npon econombe foundation buat ra-
ther upon the foundation of the force of
the capitalist did atorship and its llors
and fakers,

Mt willerd, in the Chicagh confersnee,
sald that despite-the redud lon of oper-
ating expenses many rosds face bank-
ruptey because they canmot meet the
fxed charges of 1031, He says the Axed
charges for 1031 are G600 million dollars,
bnt only T84 million dollars s avnilable,
which anl:u; lenvea B9 milllon otal net
income. Boecauze of thia, the interest on
the fonnded debt alone was 405 million.
This fa just some more statistical fakery
To whom does the injerest go If it does
not po to the capitalist clasgs, no matter
what section it Is. Iz not Vhis 49 mil-
lion, to say nothing of the T84 million,
obitnined, part of the capitalist surplus
robled from e rallroad workers? And
fnriher’ how do they Agure this? In re-
jatlon to the variable capital? XNo, of
course not, they figure thelr profita in
relation Jo the total watered stock, It
fa trie thot In times of erisis moch water
iz squeexed out bu’ this s only partially
the cnse with ‘he big roads

8o long & the workers ure ROt ORgan-
Izl properly, are not under class strog-
gle ldeology and have the type at rail-
read leadera they de, the capltalist will
find eazy pickings, We know the capl
talist ean sell below valoe and still make
profit and we know the capltalist class
in their offensive aghlnst us, in the erisls,
have been atriking at o rategical points:
the stesl workers, the rallroad workers,
the Imerease of the number of politeal
prisoners and of deportations, These
moves and partleularly the rallroad
workers' wage cdl are of yital importance
for the living standard of the whole
clase, The capltallsts of Amerlca are
tightening up on the home base in or-
der to preparve for greater onslaughts on
‘he worll market against rival imperial-
ists, in the stroggle for the redivison of
the earth, Are we gong to stand by idly
while this tremendons international con-
flet i= In :he making. No, all signs
point to an increase of class battles In
the United States —HUGD OEHLER.
= —_——isre—
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MILITANT

In Germany?”

For A Fighting

What s the situation In the Food
Werkers' Tndustrial Unlon? Was it in
the Intercd: of the Left wing movement
to aplit away from the A" F, W 1.7 Are
there any results In organizing the un-
orginized? All the spme ime’ the mem-
berahip of the unlon mazt nsk 1 hemsel-
ves why the third year of the crirla the
mion Ands tacll Cotally jneapable of de-
fending the interests bf the starving un-
employed of the Indostry. Why  he un-
ion i% nnable to glve any adwvice as oo
what to do with those hundreds who are
coming ‘here for Y Why it is equally

LR LR LA LR R R RN R TR N R NN SN

lenlarly with the Fascist danger in Ger-
many and the posltion of the O 1 G.—
pointing ont the presed: eapltulationary
character of the party poliey and the
implientions of n fascist selzure of power
in Germauy which wonlil result In a set-
back for the imernational revolutionary
movement” Comrade Glotzer pointed ot
the meed of exercizing  pressane apon

the Varty In order fo force a chagge
in their present pollcies,

}_L D. In Boston

BOSTON, MASS.

Threee months after the Mooney Con-
ference in Boston, what are the achleve-
menta of ‘he committes orgonized at the
couferenee? What hus been done to
rouse the broad masses to tear open the
gntes of San Quendin and libernte Tom
Moeoney?

Withow, a doubl, the significance of
the case together with its secent devel-
opmentz presented the Left wing wEh
golde; oppor. unit Hoa the Left wing
mvalled itsell of these opportunl lea? So
far as Boston is concermsl we can sy
emphatically, mo.

Thee Crwetober 20th conference enlled by
the 1. 1. I, blew up like a bubble in the
gir. At tha conference onr  delegates
correctly pointed out the necessity of
broadened activity and warned against
the dangers of being agy Isfled with mere-
lv eglling conferences. The nssembled
delegutes received  our remarks well
while the apparatnsmen tried fo distord
those remarks aml prepared to fall into
Jeie vsunl state of lethargy.

Dieapite the fact that a nomber of the
delegates pledged their atmost ac®iviey
which, If <carried on with the sineere
cooperation, from the teaders, could have
developed a strong movement, the “Jend-
ers" found no Hme to call meellngs for
geveral woeks after the conferemce. In
all the three mwod hs of its existence only
three mestings were ealled and  those
wire very pogrly  cattended. A each
meeting, the delepate of the Hoston Left
Oppeoaition stressed the Impodapes of
reaching the workers and organizing
them, of visiting organizationa on behalf
of Mooney, A pumber of orgaolzatlons
were visited by onr delegate, But wha
war the resalt? After the third mecting
of our committes one Bad ne  organizn-
Hon ta bring n preport to,

Werks hove passed sinee the last meet-
ing of the Mooney Committes, The ex-
ecitive committes doea net fubcllon @i
all, or at least the present writer, who
iz o member of “he execntive, does not
know of its nctivity, Not a single mass
meeting wis called to organize the mass-
ea for the release of Mooney, Not' a
leaflet was printed {9 bring Mooney be-
fore the eyes of the masses, And all this
in the face of the greateat opportunitles
prese. !

With the significance of the case, with
the Iatest developments In the cnse, with
the Walkers and KRolphs once again un-
masking ‘he face of the master closs,
the Left wing should be able o rally the
workers to ita banner. Yot when an of-
feinl of Jhe I. L° ID iz asked why no
meetings are belng called, she trles to
get out of a difficulty by answering that
no oneg enn be gotten to come bo mect-
tugs. Such an answer, however, calls
for amother question. Why?*—The ane-
wer Ia that the troe reason for such &
lamentable situsion is that the I. L. D.
instend of earrying on as a mass orgaol-
zatlon, has isolated itself from the mass-
i, The Siallnist machine Iz satisfled
to [imi* the §. " D. to a handful of ael-
ected Stalinists and blind followera who.,
right or wrong, will carry out their mas-
ter's will. The next must follow. Tho
few “trufl worthy" I, 1. D, members ace
nltendy so0 overburdened with the many
tasks of the other Left wing organiza-
tiong that Uhey simply cannot attend all
of the meetings—with the resulta de-
scribed above

How much longer ean this go on? Is
Tom Mooney to suffer “he consequences
of SBtalinist stupldity practheed by the
L L. D, or are ita leaders going to wake
up to <he sense of genuine united actlon
for his relense? Cnn the leaders of the
L L. D. who called the conference be
patlafled that they have now fulfilled
thelr duty Yo Mooney as represcntatives
of the revolutlonary movement? 1T there
I= n red apark In thelr hearts and minds
these leadera will say with . det eTming-
tion, “No, not until we have organlezed
a genuing onited front as called for by
Mooney in hin August 20th appeal wlil
we have fulfilled our revolu' lonary duty
and cerried out the will of Tom Moo

ney "

—C. RHECHET.
w
8T. LOUIS OPEN FDRLM
Friday, FEBRUARY 12, 1832

“The Genevs Disarmament Conferenes
and Soviet Kussla™
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incapable of defending even those jo-
slgnificant few who accept its leadership
oand go on strike, ns fo the Crusader Cofe-
teria? At Jhe jast cooventlon of the
unlon, Obermerer, lts natlonal secretary.
sald : “We muonst recognize the faet thot
we should not have hetn s0 moch in &
hurg to spllt away from A. F. W. U.”
What he mennt i “hat the Left wing
shouald organize Itself better before it
nndertook the eplit.  Therefore rocogs
nizlng the mistake, s0 to aay, organiza-
dnnally® The officlals of the union still
refuige o recognize its suieibidal stopid-
ity for the movement in the lndnatry as
n whole, The half<iruth becomes still
more eriminal because 8 keeps the aw-
akening workers ffom o correct eatimn-
thon of the renl sbiuntion and  hereby
from g posalbility fo exert their preaaure
oy their adventurkst lendershap.
THE MISTAKES OF THE PAST

Onee for all’ §° must be stated, not in
a half way confeasion, bnt In o real
Clommunist manner, that the split was a
miztnke, that withtnt fall recognk lon of
the fact amd all thee dovastation It has
bronght, no eoreect polley can be adopt-
ed, and do way ont of an unboarable
) natlon ean be foumild. The truth al-
Iowed on the orpaniational facia only
fearees n et hole for aneaking back inbo
the “company unions™ (A, F. W. 1.1} 8o
that these who are there shall nad be
called “aoclal Fescizes"™ any more, but
it is certainly not a starting poins for
the mdoption of a correct policy na to
how to reach the unorganlzed, how o
ficht for the nmemployed., At the snme
time that polley certainly cannol  poin
oitt the way hbs fo reach sueh o wnlty
of metlon for the workera inm he food in-
dustry, which would give prestige to the
Communl=t party and Le&ft wing move-
ment. And If the horeauvcratiz  high
pressure of the “third perlod” bronght
wihth It the split of the food workers' of-
ganlbatlon; If chat split topether in the
“united front from below™ played havoe
with the Laft wing movement aml at the
gnme time erippled those unlons who re-
mained entirely at the mercy of reform-
Ist mislendens: then It Is all the more the
duty of the ©. I and F. W L 0. to lasoe
the slogan of trode anion umity.

Comrende Trotsky, In hils article on the
question of trade union unity, wries io
relation to the wunlted froot” that <his

the New York. Food Workers
&

is the only way that one can pretven. the
reformists and above nll thelr Left wing
agents from oppusing to the practical
task of the closs struggle, the formal
slogan of unity. And precisely If the
poliey of the genuine united front s one
of the means of liberning the workers
from roformist influcnce by  eonfronting
the reformist leadership with concrete
task of strupgdle for Immedinte demands,
then S he cevolntlonary slenifionee of that
struggle if initiated by the Communlsts
nnd Left wing under thelr Inflience can
rerve ar fhe aame ime as o basls for
the slognn of unlty, for amaleomation,
for creating one unlon in the indosrey,
Ax comrade Trotsky in the sune ar.icle
pointa ont it would be 0 thorough mia-
take to appose the poliey of the unled
front to that of the wnity of ‘he trade
nnion ofganlzntloms®™,

Without such a revolutionary, Com-
munid; peliey, all the talk of the hur-
erucrats of the ¥, W, I'" 10, of organizing
the hundreds of thoneands of sleves in
the pneking Industry, In the food factor-
fer’ restanrants, bakerles, 'lie grocory
elerks—wlll remnin futile rnlk. And the
netive membors of the anion mnst begin
to understand <hat all the goold work
that they are trylng to do: making the
unben funetion aceording fo “he depart-
mental =¥aem. lmproving the functlon of
the prlevansd eommittee lending  =mall
bt militam atrikes” o : pannot e any-
thing In ltaelf. That alone will not ex-
tricate the unlon from the position 4
wna foresd to by the “third period” buor-
eanerats and by the polley of "unbed
feont from belw™, These neltvitles enn
only be & necessary improvement of the
nejanization In preparation for the poliey
advoneed by Che Teft Oppssition In the
teade nnlon movement as a whole,

There must be pat &an end to all that
kind of atupld tnlk as the. of the re-
presentative of the Central  EFxoeutlve
Committes nt he conventlon abent us-
Ing two flate, one of the united front of
the eank and file, e “unlted feont from
below", & distortion den¥lng the gennine
nnited front), and the other fst, of or-
panizing  the unorganleed, Objectively,
{!"means n continmons playing into the
handa of all kindz and speciea of re-
formiata togpether with "he harm that
kind of polley brings with it

—A FOODWORKER'
——

Amter Speaks on the Radio

___‘......_..l_..

What ecan be Jone by a revolutionary
working ¢lass lender to develop class
conselonsness when the caplbalist elass
places ita press ot his disposal  was
taught us by Marx—"as eomributor on
the leading Anglo-American newspaper,
the ‘New York Tribone', at which I have
mow been engaged for elght years——"
(author's preface to Cridque of Polltical
Heonomy) ; by Lénin on numorous  oee-
caslons ; and more recently by Trotaky,
purtienlarly In his statement in the Man-
chester Goardian, reprinted In part In
the N. Y. Times of April 13. 1881
under the ttle “TROTEKY SAYE
BOVIET POINTS WORLD PATIH." How
a working class “leader” can misuse the
smame opporinnity o sow confusion in
the working clazs was demonstrated by
Btalln In two Intérviews he mave o re-
presentatives of the New York Teleseam
and New York Times toward the end of
1k
A FATAL INTERVIEW

Last week, Amter, faced with o cholee
between these methods, strove mightily
to emnlate his master, X alin, It is true
that Amier was not interviewed., He
spoke over .he radle. It iz no lesa troe
th Amter iz not Marx, nor Leuin, nor
Trotaky., This be fully confirmed agaln
by hia apeach.

The occaslon of the bropdenst was
dioner glven by the Association for Bal-
ter Citimenship® Ine.! attemded and  ad-
dregsed in addition to Amter by Kudolph
Fpreckles, e fAnancier, Chas Solomon,
af the Socinlist arty, and Wickersham
of the commision bearing his name To
thiz strange position had UUfe brought
Amber; from divecting gangs to break
up Oppositlon meeings’ to  speak-
ing over the radlo at n patriotle dinner
togd her with flunnclers avd a  socinl
Fagclet! We do not wish to be misun-
dersfosd, Wea belleve that it s corpect
to utillze such opportunities to speak to
piscliona of the working clape We have
nothing In common with those party sup-
porters, misgulded by Amber and Co',
who call Troteky o “coun er revolution.
nry becavss he writes for the capital-
ist press”. We base onr judgnient of
the speech or writing not upon “he place
of [ta appearance but upon fta eontent,
From this poif! of view Amter's spoech
spalled confuslon.

THE CAPITALIST SOLUTION

Bpreckles’ as his contrlbutlon to  the
Asgocintion’s program of “aystemiatic
enlightenment of ba ter cltizenship” pro-
posed, among other thinge, as & solutbon
for the misery of the working clasa, a
tnx on sbort aaels on the stock exchange,
a tax on the export of capltal to provide
an nneémploymed’ insnrance fund; and
prohibitlon! Bolomon gave s polite, in-
noecuous and abstract expoaltlon  from
the soclallet polnt of view of the class
dirnggle. It conld have been given In
toto ten years age’ so little relation did
it have to the reaMies of the present fn-
ternational and ngtlonal sltuation. Nor
did Bolomon offer any soloricn except a
description of what Boclallam sl Wick-
ergham who followesd Amter and wis the
last speaker launched Into a enlogy of
the phyaleal grandeur of “our coantry™.
As he was completing hia Iyrle of pa-

‘rlotlsm the euntlre broadeast, having ex-
hausted Its allotted time, was cut off.
We are therefore unable to comment on
Wickersham's proposals for a way ont
of The crials

Against the bankruptey of Spreckles
angd the empty abstroctions of Solomon,
o Communlst presentatlon would haove
4 ood out In the llstening workers' sars
like o clacdon call on & dark night. In
our oplnion Amter should have made o
short statement of the extent and depth
of ‘he workers' misery in the present
criale, followed by a brief explanation of
Its causes and & conclse outline of the
Communist solution”™ He should have
mentioned the varlons capitalist atempts
to sclve tholr orlses by wars (what aboit
the war danger and the U. 8. & R.) And
thhen he should heve emphasized that the
only solutlon was an International pro-
letarinn rovolution, that in preparation
for It we must Agh unitedly against the
mveeping eaplralistle ofensive, for Imme-
diate domands sach as the slx-hour day,
eredits to the Boviet Unlon, unemploy-
men: insuranee, His conclusion should
have explained the role of the Commun-
Ist party in this atruggle for immedinte
demands today, and for the overthrow
of caplalism tomorrow” and how it de
distinguished from the soctallst party.

AMTER FAILS MISERABLY

But this s preclsely what Amfer did
oot do. He began by at acking the dim-
ars. Having “vanquished™ them, he
ealled wpon the unemployed workers to
“Joln the Communist party which fights
hungar.” Bimllarly he called npon  the
employed workers o join the Commun-
ist party to fight wage cuts’ and upon
the Negro workers to jolpn the O P°
o fight for social, pollticnl and economic
equality. He denounced “Walker's open,
shameleas submisslon to the bankers of
Wall Street”., At this point &e was in-
dstingiishable from o Republian Parfy
demagogme of the type of, et us say—
congresaman AMacFadden. And B0 on and
go Torth he rambled without plan.

A nop-Communist worker listenlog ‘o
Amter wolild have come away not a whit
enlightencd as to whit Communizm s,
what ‘he Commuonist party stands for,
nor how It proposes to fight hunger, wage
cuts, Iynching, deportation. Nor ! wrould
we have suspected thak the Amerkean
Commnmist Party Iz & brother sectlon of
the German C. I which is facing a erit=
Ical historicnl momeri], upon whise soe-
eiss or fallore In uniting the masses
agninet Farclam depended to & Iarge ex-
tent his own fate. Nelther would he
have drenmpd “hat g war fs brewing' nor
wonld he ‘have been enlightened on how
to fight the war danger’

To the objectlon that Amter could he:
in tea or twalve minutes glve an exhans-
tive anelysls of ‘he entire world situn-
tion, wo can reply: Marx, In writing the
program of the First International was
forced to present his ldeas in such &
manner ‘hat hks conclosions, which for
political reasons he could oot inclode,
would follow Inevitably in the mind of
the reader” But, a8 we have already
polnted out—Aniter Is nal Marx.

—T. STAMM.




