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ureaucracy

This is the second of a serles of artl-
cles on the sonditions of the Htallroad
woarkers, The first appeats)] Iln the
Militant of January 16, 18931, Fur-
ther articles will appear in subsequ-
ent jssues.—Ed.

In cur first and previeus article on
the Ballroad Brotherbeods, we pointed
oot that the rallroad workers in this
coontry were kept divided Inte twenty-
ook separabe craft  organizations by
awarms of overpald eraft officizls who
kept themeelves In control of the unloms
in typical boreaperatic fashion. In the
articles to follow we will fake up more
in detail the results which naturally fow
from such an arrengement and point out
to the rallread workers, and workera In
general, that under presént Induosirisl
vonditlona the craft form of organization
{8 not only uvseless bur  extremely  ox-
penaive to lts members,

At the conclusion of this series of
artleles we will submit a few recommen-
dations which, we hope at leasi, will
furnlsh some material for a program,
around which to organlze that growing
mingrity in the raflroad unions wha be-
lieve that Labor Unlons were Insttated
for an entirely different purpose than to
mereley furnish a fot meal ticket for o
lot of unnecessary officials,

The Brotherhood Buresderacy

The Labor bhreaucrat and the eraft
union are closely related and both of
them arve products of the times through
which we have been passing. naomely, the
era of capitalistic expansion aud devel-
opment, Workers can ooly learn throwgh
gxperbence and the railroad workers are

no exception to this rule. The experlensee
which the railrond workers have had up

—
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in the K.
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to the present time has not been able
to prodwe anything bat a eraft system
honeyeambed with overpaid officials.

For the past seventy years, o period
through which all of the presenc twenty-
oine railrond unlons were developed, rail-
road transportation has gone through an
nlmost  unbroken era of  expansion
Through this period of rallroad develop-
ment the workers, althoogh always poor,
were genernlly kept busy. They wotked
saven days a week a8 a peneral rule and
also overtime, Asa a matter of fact, about
1013, o law was passed to prevent them
from working more than sixteen houwrs
per duy. Doring this period the craft
sysicm .l the eraft officials filled
all the needs the workere required of
them. Becmuse the workers are kept
aey, althowgh thelr hoprs are long and
their wages low and their demands of
the capitaliste through thelr unlons are
usipnlly very modest. And  also durlng
the perleda of Industrial expansion, em-
iloyers are able to glve the workers a
concession now and then to keep them
foirly sntisfied. But these “good old”
limeg of steady work sand overtlme are
practically gone, Problems are pillng up
before the. railroad workers, sa well as
before workers, in genecal, which
eraft union and the ¢eraft burennerat can-
not solve for them,

Unecmployment, wage-¢niz, speed-up
nnd loss of working conditions are now
atarlng the rallread workers in the face,
And as we pre now deallng with the
Brotherhood bureancrats we will look
inte what they have done or rather fall-
el to do to meet these conditions wih
which the rollroad workers are now con-

fronted.
Bince 1921, when the rallroad work-

'Father’ Cox Gets Free Hand in Pittsburgh

FITTSBURGH, PA.

Plttaburgh, the center of three of the
greatest basic Industries: coal, fron and
steel, has yielded to the masters fabulous
profit wrung from the aweat and blood
of the tollers exploited in thess mines,
mills and factorles. Plttsburgh was gl
Wit¥s conalders] *“e baromecss of sapl-
talist economie conditions. Tty
this great Indostrial city still continues
to e o harameter but 5 barometer of an
entirely different pature. It now ERupes
the revolutionary perspectives of thizs
country. The mines are shuat  down,
workers striking, mills and factorles
pratically ailent, and thousands upon
thowsnnds ¢f unemployed worke. g idly
roara fne streets, deiven by doaperution
of henger and fear of evietion, to re-
#oTt to begging, charity, petty pilforage,
sulcldes, and—Father Cox. Al thig In
the “land of Mellon®™, a clty synonymons
with wealth  and prosperity and,—the
“Coal and Iron Pollce".

It i8 appalling to note the nomber of
men, women and children who come to
the door begging for food and clothing.
They tramp In from the near-by mining
and mill towns surrounding Pittsburgh,
driven by the pangs of hunger and desti
tution, abandoned by the coal and lron
‘barons since there are no more profita
o grind out of them. What more fertlle
800l could the holy, flag-waving Father
Cox find in which to fufill his “sacred”
migslon as a Messlah for the workers?
This man whose breast i3 flled with
“pure altrulsm” for the victims of this
capitallst brutality and who 18 prepared
for ever gred'er and unselfish and un-
spar'ng efforts in the Interests of the un-
employed, even If the reward be but—a
prﬂiﬂ-@ntil_l candidacy. His popularity
qtrntinun on the Ioerease dally with his
‘Publie soup kitchens where hundreds and
'_Im.udreﬂ.t of helpless, discarded workers
-are Ted soup, coffee and bread, his Hun-
ger March to Washington, hiz “Shanty
Town", speeches over the radlo and on
Jativary 16th as o cllmax, the mass de-
Jmonstratlon at Pitt Stédium in which
‘il'ﬂ,lll_:ﬂ:ln workers, men, women and chil-
dren assembled to volee their protests
Against thelr’ misorable conditions. v

Thg_sight of a soup kitchen iz quite
famillar to all of us these days but a
“Bhanty  Town” such as exists in Pitts-
_ﬁu:.g,‘-:ri,‘"'th'e workshop of the world", 134
a ndw kKind of home for scrapped work-
e¢rs of Indusiry, o real eye sore and &
-rotten wher vpon this decaying soclety.

- Upon an opim lot, I#*the rear of Father
‘Cox'a church, located at Liberty and TTth
At &’tound this modern mode of living
for upemployed workers when Lhe boas-
3 can ne more use them to extract pro-
fits. Little shacks, the asize of out-
honses; slapped together from every con-
ctivable kind of refuse material, from a
plano box to old chicken ocrates, and
Tusty "old Iron beds as welghts to keep
the roofs from flying away when a wind
blowa. Gas pipes, sewer pipes, ete., aet
wg chimnéys. The workers roam about
idly, insufficiently clad, half starved and
on-thelr faces an expression of complote
abandonment. They look forward only
to the pitiful handout that may come
through this benevelent nnderhanded pol-
Itlelan whose only object iz to beat pol-
itical capltal out of the milsery of these
Jobleas workers.

.o the face of such scenes of work-
ing’ class misery it is only natoral to
want fo know how the Communist Party
of Pittaburgh, the vanguard of the work-
Ing class here, is handling the situstion
with regards to Father Cox and unem-
ph_:rrment.

In contacts with some of the unem-
::-:I-l:lwﬁd under Father Cox's leadership,
which by the way ia the only unempoly-
¢d movement noticeable In the elty, it
wag ecisy to detect that not all of his

| pass.

followers are convinosd that Feiher Cox

s the workers' Messlah, The workers
are approachable and show a willinguess
to lizten to auyone who discosses with
them thelr real canditions auwd problems,
ey show an esgerncas for & program
of unemployment wetiveties aud nght
against their masters. Yet It Iz hard
to recollect a single Instance where the
'arty made the slghtest efort elther by
fraternization or by leaflet to gain the
confidence of these workers, to  explain
to them the roal scurese of thelr ouser-
les and the practical revelutionary way
ok,

{On Baturday, Janopary 146th, the day
designated for the upemployment demoen-
stration of joblesg women, some TOH
workers—men, women and children, turn-
ed out under Father Cox's leadership, at
the Fltt Stadiom, to demonstrate and de-
mand rellef. The gencral character of
this mass demonstration preseoted all
the car marks of a political campaign,—
several ‘brass bands, patriotic music, Hy-
ing Hags, presentation of dAowers and
medals, and humerous apeakers, all try-
ing to out-do each other in their sulogies
of Father Cox, proclaiming him the hu-
tional hero of the day. It was the usasl
demagogy of the chorch and not at all
surprising. What was striking, however,
was the sbpepce of the Communlst party
wembership, They had evidently thought
It moch wiser to stay away and oot in-
terfere with such a “great and unim-
portant” pveut as the assembling of
T warkers demmmtruﬂu; for unem-
ployment relief under the leadership of
the boss ¢lass. Mot a single effort was
made by the Stalinkst leadersiip to ap-
proach these workers or explain by
leaflet the breakdown of the capitalist
aystem cuusiog thelr awemployment amnd
misery, and to present to them accept-
uble slogang such as the struggle for
the ¢ hour day without reduction of pay,
the 5 day week and extepsion of long
term credit to the Soviet Unlon,—slogans
which are momentary, realistic enowgh
for the workers to respond to in the im-
mediate.  Not even the “constroctive”
plan of physieal attack of the jobless nnd
preak-up of the demonstration came 0
Whether the workers who were to
carey out such etrategy, Saw through
the folly of this hooliganlsm, it is bhard
to say, but not unlikely.

It is important to note, however, that
the maximum of activities on the part
of the vanguard of the working class bere
under the Stalinist reglme amounts Lo
standing up within their own little sect,
talking about means of breaking up
workers unemployed demoenstrations, in-
atead of lending them real Communist
leadership in their dally struggles on to
the proletarian revolotion.

I. ARCY.

Unser Kamf off Press

We are sure that Unser Hamf
will delight our comrades: for the first
{ime, comrade Trotsky's article on the
situgtlon in Germany will be printed in
the Jewish lamguage. Greetings from
our French comrades, who hope to spread
Unser Kamf among hundreds of Jewlsh
speaking workera in, France. Latters
from our comrcades relating to the strug-
gles in their localltles and In the parti-
cular, industries from all oer the coun-
ET¥. -

Every Jewish-speaking worker a #ub-
geriber to Unser Hamf should become
your motto. DO YOUR SHARE TO
MAKE THIS SLOGAN A REALITY.

1t yor are ungmployed send your nAme
and address to us and we will mail you
the paper, while ¥ou .are unetnployed.

Rush your snbs to:

UNSEE HAMF
g4 Hast 10th Street

New Tork Clty

the ™
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R. Brotherhood:s

ers took thelr first pay cut after the
war, the role of Its leadership has been
an unbroken process of betrayals. In
1821, in apite of & nearly 100% strike
vote to reslst the cut, the leaders ae-
cepted % with the excuse, “that we ean-
not strike against the government” and
this in spite of the fact that the Roads
had already been returned to  private
management. In 1922, eight of the low-
est pald crafts recelved o second pay
cul. Beven of thoze crafts forced thejr
officiala to resiat the cut with o strike,
Grable, the $14,000 a year leader of the
aection men was able to hold his organi-
zation in check regandless of it vote to
gtrike. S0 Grable together with the
bureaucrats at the head of the other
elght higher paid erafts kept thelp mem-
bership from interfering with the smash-

Nothing Done to Rebulld the Unlons

Bince 1022 practically nothlng has been
done by The Brotherhood .felalzs w pe-
build the unlons. In sgpite of the mil-
lions collectad in does, In spite of the
thouzands of salaried officlals omn tha|
EBrotherhoods' payroll, regardless of the
fact that the leaders were well p-ovided
with l-th men and money, they have
done nothing In g concerted way to or-
giimize pnd cducate the rallvoad workers.
tnstead of 1obyilding the naions and get-
ting 1hem e gmalgamete towards an In-
du=rrinl vron thr leaders trled to bulld
BBanks end Investment Companies, The
net réasults of these fAnancipl  ventures
wereg Lo the offeet, that the membors paid
for a costly lesson to learn that thele
lefuders knew aa little about successfal
mwestmonts s they koew soceesaful la-
tor leadership,

In the opext articlea we will deal fur-
ther with the conditlon in which the
raklread workers fing themselves in  the
face of unemployment anmd wage cuts
aa & result of o bankropt lemdership.

ing of the Bhop Crafta by thelr employ-
ing of the Bhop Crafts by thelr employers

The Lovestone faclioh has once more
put forward an appeal for the "unity of
the Communist movement™”, in a  letter
addresaed (o the official party, to itself,
and to the Loft Opposition. Such an ap-
peal ecosta the IUght wingers nothing.
To Lovestone and Co. it 18 a parely jour-
nallstic gesture which obligates them to
no reétreat from the positlons to which
they have been advancing for the past
two yenrs and more, but with the afld
of which they hope to cover up or ex-
cuse the course they have followed op
to now.

The solemn hypoeriey of the Lovestong
appen]l 2 unexcellable,. The leaders of
the RRight wing, who expelled the TLeft
Oppozition from the party without the
remotedt protense st a democratie dis-
cussion, who sought to irain thelr fol-
lowers in the art of the blackjack wmnd
brass knockles ns the sole means of
denling  with the “connter-revelution-
iata", who violently disrupted our mect-
ings by thuggery, assaulted our com-
rades physically, and even burglacized
our offices, whosa sole contribution to
date to the diseussion between us and
them hes been to lle and misrepresent
now blithely eall upon we to joln hands
with them to “achleve unity in order
that all the Communist forces may be
united  fn one powerful Communist
Tty

Furthermore, what! sort of horse-play
Is It with the highly important and ser-
lows problem and slogsn of Communist
unity when the Right wing chiefs Invite
the Letf Opposition to “achleve unity”
on the basis which they wvery “cleverls™
cilenlaty will gutomatically exclude us
from a united party? At the meeting

to celabrate their wnlty appeal, Gitlow,
apeaklog in their name, st down the
basés upon which Communist unity was
to be attained, and incloded In them one
which called for the uneconditional de-
fense of the workers fatherland. With-
out wasting & moment on Gitlow's doH-
berate falsification of our standpoint, on
what basis then do the Lovestoneltes con-
ctive that we are to be invited te joln
in A “réunited Communist party”, par-
ticnlarly when they have oot, o this
day, repudiated their scetion in expelling
g from the party which they at one
Limis {:u-ntrullm!?

The whole affair smacks of that cheap
and pettyfogging kind of manevver which
la so charncteristic of Lovestonian high
politics, which is neither concelved nor
executed with any apiclt of responsibil-
ity or seriousness. Matbers become even
clearer when the “appeal”™ s examined
in the light of the recent past and the
relationships between the Right wing
liquidators amd the Communist move-
ment as o whole

At just what moment was Lovestone
struck with the' burnfng need of unity
of “all the Communist forces”? TUp to
the present time, the course that he and
hia colleagues have pursued, hasz been
one of the anity of all the anti-Commun-
Ist and reformist forces against  the
Commubist party. It Is precisely this
course, which has become a stench in the
nostrila of every” honest reoviationlst in
the country and has lost. Lovestons what-
evar little sopport he ever had in  the
Communist ranks, which the recent ‘ap-
peal”™ {8 Iotended to cover gyp, Butb the
trick will not work.

Were Lovestone and Co. working to|
“bring about Communist unity” by pro-
Lposing and actively working for the Lg-
ubdation of the Natlonal Miners Union,
the National Textile Workers Unlon, and
the Meedle Trade Workers Indastrial
Union, working for this end in collabora-
tion with all shades of reformism? Was
It for “Communist unity™ that Gltlow,
Zimmerman and Co. went to Paterson as
the agents of Muste, and the fakers of
the Unlted Textile Workers Unfon in or-
der to amash the Left wing movement—
& job which was fecllitated for them,
ag we pointed out, by the criminal blun-
ders of the Stallniata? Is It for “Com-
muoist  omity” that Zimmerman, the
Right wing spokesman in the reaction-
ary needle trades unions, unltes with
such notorious labor skatea as Levy and
reactionary anarchists as Bloestein—to
mention but two cases—for the purpose
of combatting the Communists? Io &
wond, do the Loves.neltes expect the
Communist workers to take thelr “Codh-
munist ynity” appeals seriously, "when
théy have demonsirated =s0 incegaanily

Lovestone Splitters Call for Unity

_--.-.—.._...‘-_-._

thit their conceptlon of it fa a united

—A. B

front to liguidate the ideas of Commun-
lam and the Communist movement fi-
self? Hardly: the Lovestone appeal s
Just an elaborate and solemn farce ot
the expense of (he genoine sentiment for
revolutionary unlty which exists in the
ranks of the Communist workers.

The whaole appeal of the Lovestone
group is based upon falsehood and a

mig-tranzlation of the sctual state of
afairs, As for ourselves, we want nho
part of @any movemeant for ooty

against the Communist party. Towards
the Right wing lignidatora, the 1e6t Op-
position has an unchangeable attitade
of intransigeant hostility, We have no
cause for concealing our alm of )guid-
ating the liquidators—not by tho stuapid
and Incfectunl methods parsned by the
Bralinlat incompetents, but by an Inlense
wlealogical g political atruggle. The
e pest of ccovrbars dIn the disputez
ghde the Commmiist movement exisws and
should be gratified. Not by Lovestone's
burlesgques gpon “unlty™, bot by an opén
and free dsevsslon of the contentions
ismnes, That 1s our position towards the
itight wing. Such an end is beat served
by a public detating of the gquestions
that divide ns, About & year agoe, we
presauted the Lovestone group a chal
lenge to debate these guestlons publicly.
To this day, the Lovestone faction, which
now coos g0 goftly about unity, has not
even veplicd to this challenge. We re-
itorate the challenge here. Our  letter
in still fn their hands, Let them ans-
wer At —M. B,

Yuung Sparta cus Out

The third lmsue of Young Spartacus,
official organ of the Opposition youth is
off the press. In thiz lasue are featured
reparts on the Antl-War Youth Confer-
ence, and the convention of the Young
Pegople'a Boclalist Teague, In  additlon
the youth section of the thesls of the
HRumalan Oppoaltlon ls reproduced, also,
an artiela on Trotsky and the youth.

Hubaeription ratea are 0l o year, and
He the single copy. All comrades and
sympathizers are asked to subscribe and
oriler bundles of Spartacus for distribu-
tion apd sales, Send in all ofders (o

YOUNG SPARTACUS
84 East 1th Street

",
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and the Party

Unemployment

(Continuwed from last issue)

For us, It Is axlomatic that we must
continoe to Aght., What we must do, is
to add to the no?nnn of Unemployment
Insurance and rellef those practical slo-
gnns which, while answering to the
nesls of the workers will appeal to them
in terms of work. Such slogans exiast.
They ute principally: the slogan of the
Bix Hour Day, Five Day Weesk with
e reduction in pay and the slogan of
large =eale, long term  credits o the
Soviet Unlon. In addition to thelr ap-
plicability to the present condition of the
working class- both at home and abroad,
which has been eloborated b the columns
of the Militant and by comrade Trotsky,
these eslogans have precisely that quality
which I8 so necessary in the present oir-
CUmsEANCSs,

The Bix Hour Day, Flve Day Week, en-
tirely posaible with the high develop-
ment of Amerlcan Industey 18 slowly
winning the approval of sectlons of the
Amerlean  worklng class, It  appears
reasgonablea to them and g means of re-
leving unemployment, by cutting down
the working day_ and week and putting
men o work. It B2 arged even by see-
tiong of the capitalist class, These gen-
tlemen intend, of course, that the alx
hoor day shall be accompanied by a cor-
responding cuf In pay. We propose that
there should be ne wage cut. The work-
cra will decide. If the porty were o
ke up thizs slogan and launch a move-
ment around It, it wounld penetrate all
sectiona of the working class and stir
them Into motlon to reallze it.

The “work" aspect, so to speak, of
the stogan of credite to the Boviet Un-
lon ig no lesa walld, Inereased trade
relations with the Boviet Union as A
resnlt of @ movement led LF the party
organtzed along the lUne wlaborated by
camrade Troteky In his pamphiet “World
Unemployment and the Five Year Plan",
would result in concretizing the Interest
of the American workers for the soclal-
st solutlon as exprossed in the Bovlet
ceonomy, and would alleviate guemploy-
ment here by  opening  fpetories now
closed. For these slogans the workers
will Aght.

All these conglderations together lead
te the concluslon that the Siz Hour Day
should be the central slogan and tha
together, these three slogans eonstituta
the essentinls of a program ob which the
mazaes, both employed and vnemployed
can be united In a powerful movement.
This iz the program of the Cpposition,

—

Unfortunately, the party does not see
the problem im this light. The Dec. 3rd
resolution of the T, T, U, L. Executive
Commitbee affirms agaio that fhemploy-
ment Insurance must be the central slo-
gan: “We must sirive to organize the
upemployed Into the Unemployed Coun-
cfla—with the demand for wnemploy-
ment insurance: in the center.” Although
the demands for & seven hoar day and
trade relatlons with the Sovlet Unlow
are locluded they are not concelvied as
levers to unite the masses and set them
in motion. This I8 obvlonma from the
mothod laid down to overcome the sep-
aratdon of the "unemployed movement™
from “the red onfon movement'

Thia unlty Iz to be affected as fol-
lows: “in order Lo abolish these woeak-
nesag It 18 important doring tlmes  of
airikes to draw the anemployed Into the
strike committees, Into the mass pleket
linegs,—and on the other alde, to place

in specific shops concrete demands re-

Mew Tork, N, Y.

garding the unemployed. FPor example,

the re-hiring of laid-off workers, ebe”
But what if there are no strikes ; are
the movements not to be united? Op this
question the resolotion iz silent,

It ig apparent that the party still con-
celves the fHght for unamployed inzgr-
AUCE A8 & movement primarily of the
unemployed. This Is borne out by the
organizational forms by which the resolu-
tion proposes to carry out the party pro-
Eram on unemployment., On this sub-
Ject the regolution =ays, “The basic form
of organization of the unemployed coun-
cil i3 the neighborhood councll, elected
by the workers in the nelghborboosd, wn-
eployment agencies, soup kitchens, ete.”
Wuig, 0o dower, wiln e the purest [orm
of the united front from below. There is
oo mention here of uniting the employed
aud unemployed. This makes n mockery
of the resolution’s declaration that,
"These organizatlons (of the unemploy-
wd) must be organized on the united
front basis”. Nor is this distorted con-
ception of the united front redeemed by
adding at the very end of the section
dealing with this guestion, the sent-
wnce, “All the unemployed councils have
representatives of employed  workers,”
It i not explained in the resolulion
bhow the employed workers who have al-
resdy signified thelr refusal to enter the
existing mechanleally controllsd, narrow
counclls are Lo be brought into (hem.

The program of the Opposition pro-
poses Lhat the unemployed cowncils be
genuine, broad onited fromts  consisting
of represgntatives of organizations of
workers of all politieal or no political
tendoncles, as wall as unemployed work-
ers from agencles, ete. This, of course,
is possible upon the basis of a correct
program and g regime of working class
democracy In the counclls. The Htalin-
ist version iz now too well known. It
la anathema to workers in the A. F. of
L. and out of it. On this sbore, the re-
solution fz silent too., This silence ls
an ominous sign. It slgnifies that the
polley of expulsion for holding non-Com-
munist and antl-Stalinist views will con-
tinue. On 2oeh & bosis there enn be no
gnited froat.

It is plain that the party's program
on unemployment and the organizationsl
forms it proposes are esaentially the

b| same as those with which it has failed

to unite the masses for unemployment
Insurance. There is, therefore, no neod
o repudiate the opportunizm of Browder
and his former polley. On the sontrary,
it whitewashes them. “The present de-
velopments do not require g change in
polley—"

The Stealinists are preparing another
defeat for the fight for unamployment In-
surance, ‘The results will be disastrous.
The despleable demagogy of the Pltis-
burgh Reverend, Cox, 1s & warnlng that
it the Commuoniata do net learn how
to lend the Aght for unemployment in-
surance, all sorts of rif-raff will divert
movement into channels harmless to the
apitaliat class.

Againgt this danger and -for the cor-
rict policy, the Oppositlon wili contlnwe
to Aght. For this, it has been created.
It calls upon lts comrades In the party
to fight shoulder to shoulder with 1t for
the salx-hour Jday, anemployment insne-
ance, credite to Bovlet Unlon; for genu-
ine united fromt unemployed coumeils;
sgainat bureaucracy, for working class
domocrncy in the counclles; for the unlty
of the Communist vamguard,

T. 8TAMM.

Chicago Stal

A Ybroand mass United Front Confer-
ence o fight agairat Criminal Syndlealisg
Laws" wng hold here in Peoplea’ Awdi-
torium by the I L. 1. last Sunday.

It was in every respect @ “united
front” of the present day Stalinist var-
bety. Al the I W, 0. I. L. I}, Unem-
ployed Chuncils and sundry orgunizations
of the Communist parfy were there
There was also present comrade Frank
Buockley, delegate representing the Com-
munist Leagug of Amerlea (Qpposition).

Jov Tash was «hosen by the burean-
erats to deMver the main report o “the
Conference. He talked. He told the
andience that the bospes are fighting the
workers. He apdmita at the aame time
that he doeg not know a0 much about the
Criminal Syndicalist laws themaelves,
He alzo warna the audience against the
"Trotskyites” whom his keen eye per-

celvea in the hall He sald at this
small group of “renegades” was sure to
advamse g project for a uoited front with
the fakers of the A F, of L.

Comrade Buckley Immediately took (he
floor and attempted to refute the lles of
Tash, stating correctly the Leninist uni-
ted front principle thu_t workera organi-
gitlona, Irreapective of polltical tendency,
must he organized into a fight agalost
the capitallst class on soch aspecific is-
sunes lke Criminal Syndicallm, which
could uwndoubtedly eally behind it large
sections of workers, even those who for
the present way even be against Com-
muiism.

No sponer did comrade Buackley ait
down when Bill Gebert, I O, of the
party takes the floor. His face was red
and blue. His eyes rolled viclently im
their orblt. The gleaming white of his
eyea could be seen in the back of the hall
and might have forolshed an excellent
target for Colonel Prescott's men at the
battle of Bunker Hill. He fumed and

stormed and the froth dripped from his

inists Disrupt Conference

mounth.

While ordinarily It is difficult to under-
stand Gebert when he talks, under this|
pathologieal condition It was almost fm-
poasible. However, plecing hia wn-rdn1
together here and there, we heard such
cholee blis of glander as “"Hay Edmund-
sof, Illinola mine faker, ally of the
Trotskyitea”. He also attacked Gerry
Allard as mtool-plgeon.  Haying  that
he appeared as witness agalnst him in
the Benton, 111, hearing and testified that
il National Minery' Unlon in  Ililnofa
wis g sirike-breaking organization,

From this he generalized the term
stool-plgeon to apply to the whole Left
Opposltion. Polnting with hiz finger at
comrade Joseph Glgantl, delegate from
the Itallan Workers® Club, he called for
mob actlon. Without even a chamce to
utter & word In answer to the cowardly
atteck, Giguntli was pounced upon by &
bunch of hoodlums and forclbly elected
from the hall. He polnted also to Bue-
kley in the same manner, but oot of
reapect for his huge slee, the hoodlums
were mote cautious In handling him.

The meeting then dragged on for sev-
eral more hours, It was & succeasful
Btalinlet united fromt and the delegates
all went home decply Imboeed with an
object legson in the “ideslogleal” meth-
ods of the pressnt party leadership.

_J.

STATEMENT OF THE
CHICAGO LEFT OPPOSITION

The erying need of the hour Is unity
of our class forces to fight the bosses'
offensive, but once again the criminal mc-
tion of the Stalinist buresgyerats scatters|
our forces. They agaln demonstrated
thelr deadenjng influence upon our Com-
munist party at the Bunday conference
to fght the COriminal Byndicalist Laws,

They not only ejected comrade Frank
Buckley, delegate from the Communlat
League after he spoke ou the Leninist

United Front but alse forcefully ejected
comrade Joo Gigantl delegate from the
Itallan Workera Club. This sction came
afler Bill Gebert, the Id O, stirred up
the lesser bureancrats with a speech In
which he sald there are stool-pigeons
nad  counter-revolutionlata i the  hall
and polnted to these two comrades,
Much resentment and proteat was shown
to this action but the well olled maching
mioved on and a desd and dry confer-
ence O0f about A went on,

The memberahip must resist such anti-
working class action by the bursauvcrats
The bureaucrats cannot throw out the
representatives of the most revolution-
nry wlng of Communism without at the
same time closing the door to the broad
sirata of workers moving In the diree-
tion of Communism. Scores of such gx-
amples ¢an easily be pointed out bud
one of the latest iIn Chicago s the
Mooney-Harlan Conferenes of two months
ago which promised a blgger and broad-
er one In December, It s long past doe
and nothing bas heen done mobll]ze
the workers for Mooney who atill rots in
jall while the reformers and politiclans
are taking advantage and making a fook-
ball ont of the case.

The unseating of the Left CQpposition
throdgh fear and Inabllity to withstand
out Marxlan critlelsm at the same time
carrled with it the constructon of a huge

unnatoral wall between the clasa,
Morgenstern and Qoodman are sentenced
in Pennayivanis for Sedition and thelr
fepresentative In Chicago Is denled the
right to apaak, when he calls on all to
unite to fight the Criminal Syndicallat
Laws and for its victima.

We ecall upoh the workera and aym-
pathizers to work for & broad united
front movement, to Aght for the release
of clase war prisoners and agalnst the
Criminal Syndicallst lawa and support
the I. L. I). im this work as far as it

will=go,




