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Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements

Revolt Brewing in India
Ghandi Holds Masses in Check by Reformist Maneuvers

zhandi, V. FPatel, J. Nehru have been
arrested by the Indian awthoritles. As
& protest, the gotton, the bullion, * the
ece goods, the seed and the stock ex-
changes in Bombay and other citieg have
been closed, The boyoott agninst Bri-
tiah goods is in full swing. Civil dis-
obedience is the slogan of the nationaliat
lenders.,

n the sarface” the above jockilents
give o fairly comprehensive character-
izntion of the present sltnation in British
Inin. Strikes of workers are, as yel,
not on the order of the day, The Hindu
hartal or patriotic strike, atill domin-
ates the political scene. For the time
being, the pationalist Dbourgeoksie  still
holds the relns Armly. The revolution-
ary masscs are stll]l apell-Bound by the
shrewd. and soothing wvolée of the “'Ma-
hatma™. And it efaneol be doubied that
the persomality of Ghandi still represents
an (enormons fetor in the polltical life
along the Ganges,

A Shrewd Mahatma

In a resent interview with Darisian
newspapermen, Ghandi exprdssed the
opinion that in the event of “audden
amancipation, o free India  woold not
very well be able to dispense with &
regular gtanding army. Yes, the AMah-
atma suid this, The newspapermen shows
ered questiohs on the _saintly man and
he answered nearly all with saintly pa-
tlemnce and. serenity. There was one gues-
thon, however, which bhe evaded with the
slevkneszs of an eel. That gquestion was in

regand fo his attitude toward the. Rus-
glan revelutlon. *I am too humble”, the
Mahatwa replied to this guestion, “to
pretend to omniscience. Consequently I
muat declare that [ do not know what to
think of the Raszsicn revelution”. ‘The
"Mahatma™ did not dppear pleased at
all by the sugpeation of a compurizon be-
tween the Indian revoluiion and the Rus-
slan,

Would It be too rash to azsume on: the
basis of all this that the great prineiple
of Orlentnl cthics—non-violence--1s  In
the lagt analysia, only o cleak for the
fear (he Hindu bourgeolsle has of the
armed  mosses? Hardly, The Russian
bourgeolsie (and the Spanfsh bourgeoisie
in its turn today) shouted at the top of
ita longs that its revelutlon was “blood-
leas™ aind covered its fear of. the people
with less efectlve, to be sure, but nev-
ertheless just as guarded deologieal cepe-
moniousness, The Hussian  bourgeoisle
wag  Taced with war times | that
aceclerated the march of ovents and
with a  resolute and  frmly estab-
liahed working classe party. 1ts end
came rather swiftly. The course of
the Indiagn beurgeolsie, which kowtows
ne less to the forelgon lmperalisia, will
probably; considering the times and more
ihan that—the geographical situatlon of
the conntry—be 5 much lengthler one.

The colonlil charucter of Indin makea
Its revolution dependent to a large ex-
tent, upon the attitude, the aid rendered
it by the Britkkh working clasa. In the
courze of ¢vents, the attachment between
the geasoned prolethriat of Great Britaln
and the youthful proletariat of India,
which 1s biatorically inevitable, will no
doutrt develop Into the detegmining lo-
Auence in that country’'s futare. For the

present, however, both the British as|

well as the Indlan workers are still to
be found in the bmekground of the scone,
The f‘urthgr progréass of the Qerndan ©ov-
olutionary wovement in Eorope and of
the Chinese In the Far East will, sooner
or later, serve to et the former fwo ioto
motion.
Bigns of Miltancy

In the meantime, a few slgns of rlalng
militancy are already visible on the per-
iphery of the new movement. At Srioi-
gar, & crowd estimated at 12000 persons
attacked the police atation and liberated
threg prisoneras, Despite the manifold
assurances by the nationalist leaders that
the mwmases would abstaln from vielent

actlon, the British police forecss have
tuken all possible precantions, The vice-
roy of Indla, Lord AWillingdon, Las ug-
leashed a1 savage system of repression
all over the country. Pollee and soldlery
have besn armed to the teeth. An ordl-
nanee hos been  lssned outlawing ol
meetings of gronps of more thah five
persons, The gentlemanly  Willingdon,
quite & hend with a erfeket bat himeelf
(the papers say) seems of late to have
become an  enthuslast of the natlve
“lathl”, applled by his trodaps with utter
abandon fo the skulls and bodies u! i
monstrants in the public squares. The

Britlsly soldlery have recenily been ln-
croased o fully 88,000 men, the natlve
to more than 175,000, They are appar
ently expecting serlons trouble,

Just how soon the activity of the mass-
ea will rise above the heads of thelr
nationalist leaders, it is hard tell.
The Communist pariy, young and weak
az o result of the Mepshevik polleies of
Stalin-Bucharin in the Far Hast up fo
1927 aml due to the entire loss of rev-
clutlonary perapective alnee, s almost

without any infucnee at all. The Garnd

The Results of the Toronto Elections

The recent munbeipnl elections held in
Toronte have, in the shade of events of
the past few months, guaived a sigoifle-
ance historle In the anoals of Coanadian
elections,

The bourgeosis candidabes {(in  clvie
eclections all candidates are “non-partis-
an'; they do not officlally run on a party
tlcket) all agreed upon the fact that no

major bmues exiated ) that whoosver was

elected Lo git at the City Holl would be
on & program of better sidewalks, more
sidewnlks, and the insistence on atring-
et ePonomy {'E'lii.l_illrﬂllj.'- at the cxpensge
of working class rellef mensures), That
thera were B unemployed 1o ghe city,
well, 8o long as they were Eeeping guiet
at the soup kitchens and not demandiog
unemployment relief, they were pol an
izaue. If G0 ballif's notlees of evie-
tiong were issued, that was a sign that
prosperity was around the corner, Wapges
being wlashed, and factories closing
down, throwleg workers and thelr fam-
ilies npon the mercy of charity, that
was nol an issue for the civie fathers
As long ag the working class and the
isposacised eloments of the pelly bouar-
geolale did mot organlze for the Better-
ment of their conditions, the hourgedisie
were quite content with the status guo,
and intended to forther coofuse the
mazaes with the spirit of civie Jduaty.
The Communist Ticket

Hut thé Dominfon and Frovinclal ao-
thorities wers more consideraie of the
interests of the hard working caplitalists,
and had taken measyres a few months
before by the arrest of the elght Com-
munist leaders, and thelr trial and con-
victlon to & years in  the penitentiary.
After overcoming the legal red tape they
were reléasad on bail until their appeal,
and to the dismay of the authorities Thm
Butk was nominated for the Hoard of
Control, and John Boychuck {another of
the defendants, with another comreade,
wepg nomiosted for alderman, The Com-
munist poarty now belog an odtlewed or
ganlzation in Ontario, they ran ns can-
didates of the Toronto Workers' United
Front Confersnes. The main compalgn
was centersd around Buack, the control-
lership necesaitating g city-whie cam-
palgn o] vobe, ,

Buck, as the Communist cavdidate,
naturally was the only candldate to
bring out the working class I8sucs; the
need for rellef and fnsurance at the ex-
penae of the state, and the fght against
HSectlon 98 of the Criminal Code, which
suppressed the rights of free apeech and
spsemblage, At every election mecling
Huck was precelved with tremendous en-
thusinsm ; & Communist candidate was
receiving sympathetle ‘bearlogs and ova-
tlong such as the bourgssls candidates

did mot recelve, The press rellglounsly
kept a strict sllence on the Communist

campalgn, not & waord of publicity did

they give it. A cootract was  entered
into with the Dally Star, a Liberal (1)
paper, to let Buck spesk over lts radlo

station, but after the Btar realized the:.-'

were acting as liberals in allowing this,

the contract was lmmediately broken, the

money retarned, and an excuse offered

that “ynder the circumstances, etc., et
A Bafe aeed Sane Candidate

But thers was & “labor” candidate in
the field, and a very popular ome. The
goclal democracy may be proud of its
sons © the Toronto branch, known as James
Rimpson, and the backing of all  the
newspapers and he recelved plaudits
from all sections of the capltallst class
for his wisdom, and especially kis “safe

and mane" labor policies, For him but
one feaue existed—io be re-elected to the
Board of Control and taste further of
the fruita of office. On the slate of the
regctionary Orange Order he was
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“tlon Tound the “HRepuobllean” awthorities

Kamgar textile workers and the rall-
road workers of the G. 1. P., who have
already made Indlan history o the past,
have not yet been heard from. Buot they
are sure-to fgure more prominently in
the wnéar future. The lathi, after all,
does not distinguish betwern the masses,
it strikes and hurts them all. Buot it
i not likely that the workers of Indis
will g B fascinated by whatever
it iz that “Mahatma" Ghandl is spinning
—in his cell or out of it. The workers,
onee they are starbed, will aet, and act
forgefully. For the Communisis, the pre-
zept situation (o India represents an ex-
cellent  opportunity to  approach the
maszees, to build up their cadres and to
consolidate thelr influence and their fol-
lowlng for the more decisive siruggics

For years the Stalinist Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Goer-
many has been considering itself as in-
fallible in ita political decislons. But
sinee o mistake remalns o mistake whe-
ther It is recognized or not, the effects
of the false line of the party leader-
ship fregquently lead to such dangerouk
moods In the party that it is frequently
congldered absolutely necessary nt  the
top to undertake a “turn” This is there
upen motivated “theoretically”™ by the

Lo come, —8. &

cholee.  After working his way on  the
backs of the working class, he was no
longer interested in it problems, © Back-
ol by o powerful press, and every means
of aglvaplon he was sure of eleciion, ‘To
offset the influence of the Communist
program  the bourgeois concentration:
block put owt Bimpson as the man to
look after thelr intérgsts during the
present period.

Election day, Juanuary 1st, was a day
fis. dull and dirty as capitalism itaelf.
A continusl rain kept back many peopde
from the polls, and especially destitute
workers who could pot clothe themselves
properly.

Sirppson, the labor faker, headed the
list. Although the total mamber of votes
polled was lower than last year, the
vote of Buck doubled; the reactlonary
press lamentes] that “Tim Buck Com-
munizf, waz the only ove of nine candi-
dates who Incrensed hls vote over last
vear. Dweaplte his recent conviction on
charges of membership in an ilegal o8-
socintion and seditlous conspiracy, he
polled 5,974 votes, 2041 over his  last
year's figure of 3,033—an incresss of O7
per cent.” The two other Communist
alderman candidates polled 506 and 758
voltes each, both belng higher than last
FET,

The gualifications for voting demanded
that one be a temant or householder;
those whose taxes were In arrenr were
deprived of the privilege of democracy ;
thus the dispossessed workers were nol
able to vobe, The votes for Tim Buck
wire vobtes of protest agolnst capitalist
reaction and for immediate anemploy-
ment rellef, The thousands of people
who applauded him, dld not all vote for

him: It was & spootanecus enthusinsm,

Government RepressioninRepublicanSpain

The repression being carried on by the
Republican leaders takes on forma that
even Primo de Rivera and Berenger
pever dared to regort to. Spaniands are
being expelled from Spain. We of the
Left Opposition are the favored victims.

A very striking example: Ouar comrade
Jose Ramos Lopez Is, to be sure, Spanish
—fihe son of Spanish parents boTn At
Buenos Alres, but a naturallzed Spaniih
citlzen. The Argenting police cxpelled
him from that country as o cevolutionist
and as a Spaniard. Hames came o
Spaln, to Sujo to live with his family.
He Is 0 Communist and one who stands
ap for hls idess. First he Is arreated
at Sojo, then at Cadiz, where e 13 held
a government prizoper for three months.
The governor of Cadiz promises him his
relense on the condition that he Telurn
to Sujo. A few days later, several
“Clivic Guards"” and gendarmes come to
the prison at six o'clock in the morning
and selze our comrade. [ia protests are
of no avall. The governor hod promised
him his reloase on that very day. Buot
ingtead, he s thrown on  board the
steamer “TUruguay”, leaving a few min
utes Mter for the Argentina. No one
was informed of anything until our Cadlz
comrades came to the prisen on  their
daily visit to comrade Ramos.

The bourgeols, reactlonary Republic
has committed another abominable crime.
What sort of fate will Urlbura have In
atore ‘for our comrade?

The bourgeols press has refuscd pub-
lieatlon to our protests. The cyniciam
of the reactlonaries ls  becoming move
detestable and more erlminal amder the
Hepublic than It ever was under the
monarchy.

Liberty and Equality Under the Republie

A short time age, the Spanish Catholics
faet at Valenica and beld a wass meeting
and demonstrations againgt the Republle.
The workers who wanted te demonstrate
againat Tatholie and monarchist reac-

on the slde of the latter, The Catholics
and monarchists can speak and fict
agninst the Spanish peoplé, only we are
denled the right to propagate our ideas.
In Valencia also, I gave a lectare on
December 14, which had been announced
in advance, The governor refused per-
misslon to announce the meeting as one
bearing a politieal Communist character
and it had to be announced as an eduea-
tlonal affair. The workers attended eon
masse, We had execllént suceesd,
Other lectures wers orgunized by the
comrades in the varlous provinces, But
whén T had completed my lecture in
Valencla, T was called before the chief
of police who Informed me that he wounld
pot anthorize any more of my lectuTes

highest Instances, and paturally & good|

partly aroused by the vecent trial, and
not yet crystallized into a working class
expresalon. With a eampalgn of public-
ity o powerful contact could have becn
made with the working class, bul the
vote was, Insofar as elections arve o
criterion, a consclounaness of a Leftward
seniiment In the working: elass.
The Pagly Program

The electlon programme of the party
wag not centralized in its demands, but
diffused over a host of “municipal™ is-
suea, The fight to-day s for the elemen-
tary rights of freg gpeech, press  and
assemblage for the working class, which
is eentered arcound the movement [oT
repeal of Sectlon 0%, and it is upon this
jague that all efforts should have been
concentrated. The struggle for nnem-
ployment insurance should have been
linked wup In the fght agalnst Aection
08, explaining how this sectlon was for
the purpose¢ of gagging the wvangunrd of
the working class, We degoand ita re-
peal not merely for the sake of repeal.
but as the removal of a band of oppres-
wion &0 the working class can propagate
and fight for its demands.

Mhe party mobilized ks forces for an
energetle election eampalgn, one in which
the comrades of the Left Opposition took
an aetive part in the canvassing, scrut-
inlzing ond general propaganda  work
to which we were assigned, This eam-
paign was a means of rallying the party
workers, and the election should not be
congidered as the elimax: it iz but the
begluning anew of the struggle for ele-
mentary working olass rights, In which
we ghall be found with the party in the

struggles,

Toronts ' —H. GREEN.

{the minlater) and against the Republic.

Since my lecture had been announced
under the name Henrl Lacroix, they be-
lieved that T was a Frenchman and had
no doubt- taken preparations to deport
me from the country when the Police
Department of Madrid let the misinform-
od chief of police of Valencla know that
Henrl Lacroix 18 really a Spaniard and
demandéd my immediate return from

valenchl. I was foreed to take the Arst
traln cut and to escape to Galicla, where

the Republic also “governs™.
—HENRI LACIHOIX,

Belars |E::I.'||'|.I|j.l: the United Statea for
@pain, after the proclamation of E-hur:
Republic, comrade Ramos was an active
militant among the Hpanishepeaking
groups of the anarchist and I W. W.
movement in New York, Our _nuw{-mnnt
attracted him to the extent of engaging
tor quite a time in friendly discussions
hotween him and some of our comrades.
tU'pon his arrival in Spain he joined the
Communidt party and became an  ad-
herent in it of the views of the Opposi-
tlon, His revolutionary activity in Cadlz
brought about his imprisonment and the
recent declalon-—eirely arbitrary—ta de-
port him o the Argentine. While inm
Spain recently, comrade Shachiman es-
tablished contact with comrade HRamos
in prison, from whom he subsequenthy
recelved the letter which we reprint
here: (adlz Prison, 11.17-1981
Dear comreade Shachiman:

I recelved your letter and was glad to
hear from you. How nre you getting
mlong, 1 was agirprised to hear of your
arrlval in Madreld, I bpelleve you oan
gather some motés about the apanish
revilution and the foroea of the work-
ors thromghout the country, notes which
yvou cdn later reproduce in the pages of

we Militant.
ui"uu ‘ean gee how my old friends, the
anareho-syndicalists, are playing the
game of-the bourgeolsie. If yom remem-
ber, when 1 was in New York, T didnt
belicve thés, but when T saw how they
cooferated In the establishment of the
Republle and fought together with the
bourgeols forces, I woke up and learned
that only a proletarian party cun lead
the revolutlon.

Mhe officlal party does not want (o
carry on a serfous work and give o el
ition]l education to the prodetaciat, It
rather wanta to fght against the “Trot-
skylsts”, but now I think that under
the flag of the 0. €, E. {Left Opposition
in Spain) and with the solidarity of the
international sectlons, we @b arcive
gwiftly at the unlty of the Spanish Com-
munists on a revolfiflonary line with
the-gonl of the proletarian dictatorship.

and that I had committed an offensé Com-

.parable to libel anh:_nt Largo Caballero

Yours for the victory of Bolshevism,

RAMOS,

deal of polse is made about the ©HBolslwe
vik self-eriticiam" with which it ls domne,
The result which fhe “theoreticinns” of
the Central Commitiese then altain s
uwaally thiks: The poliey of the party
leadership Iz %entirely right, bul subor-
dinate party instances have not  omder-
stood how  to earry  out the erroriess
Lime eorfectiy,

Thaelmann's Self-Critlcism

Entirely of this type Is the ‘“ecli-
criticlsm"” with which EFrost Thaclmann
ceenplies himself in the November-Dec-
ember double number of the Internation-
ale, whare he writes to “establish =
geries of ldeslogical deviationz and poli-
tleal weakness, aye, even politienl mis-
takes in our revolutionary mass work™.
But in order to avold oven  the ap-
peranes: of wanting to eritlelze the line
aof the . C. ltself, he immediately adds
that the mistakes were of course not
comoultbed by the whole party but woere
based upon an “insoficient politival edu-
cation of individual comrades and fone-
tionariea” or upon an “ingdegoate oom-
prehension of the decisions - adopted  al
interpational and German party congress-
e, These remarks of Thaelmann
alone alrendy adequately charnclerize the
trpe of this “Boelshevik self-criticiam®.

&t let s mow exnminge more closely
what the “leader of the C. P. G." says
eoncretely in his article of 30 pages.

Thaclmann dissovers here  that  the
strugele agalnst the Prassian govermmeat
haa up to now not been conducted- sharp:
1y enough:

“We must go further beyond Lhis  fo
the declurntion that even in the ranks of
ihe revolutionnty proletariat, not withont
our being to blame, there werp present
pt least sub-conscions mosds to the el
feot that Braun-Severing were ncverthe-
less perhaps a ‘lesser evil' than a Hitler-
Goehbels government in Prussia,  Such
an infdnencing of the revolutionary works
erg by the deceltful  wocial  democratic
[dealogy, sweh remnants of soclal dem-
gergtie thought in our ranks, are, hiawe-
over, a8 we mgat declare  in complete
agreement with the decisions of the X1
Plennm, the worst danger for the Comi-
munist party.”

Obviously, therefore, certain . I 0.
comrades aerived at the idea that @&
Hitler government in Prossia would act
in an even mbre réactionary amd anti-
working clags manner than the then
Bravm-Severing government, The parly
ecomrades n question surely did not mean
hy thisz that the 8. I\ polley of tha leaser
evil In parliament . was correct, Fot
they were of the opinfon thet the more
dangerous enemy today 1s  Iitler  and
that the party must therefore lead, the
main attack agaivst him. For Thaelmau,
however, such an opinton iz “the worst
danger for the Communist party”!

Puriher in the conrse of his  “sell-
eriticlam”, Thaelman himself iz obliged
to mdmit that in the attitede of  the
party towards Fasciam, great  short-
comlngs came to light, He writes:

“We vielded at least in oparl to mer
filse theary of the ‘Inevitability’ of the
Fasclst dictatorshlp under monopoly cap-
jaliam, or at all events, we did not al-
ways develop a sufliciently sharp strug-
gle against this false theory, a theory
which leads us off the road.”

As an example of this, Thaelmann
quetes from the September 1KLL numliee
of the €, . G. paper, Der Propagandist,
the following passige:

wp gorial democratle coulition govern-
ment, which confronted an incapachtabed,
spliffup, confused proletariat, wounld be a
thousandfold greater evil than an open
Fasist dictatorship, which came forward
agninst a cléss conscions proletariat, de-
termined to struggle and united in it8
miass," :

By thiz is eomplefely confirmed what
the  Left  Opposition  and particularly
Trotsky have crithized most sharply
for months: namely, that there are forees
at work In the €. . G. which not only
consider the selzure of power by the
Fasclts as inevitnble, but ak downright
deairable under eertain circumstances.
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Minneapolis
Open Forum

Among the lecture arranged for forth-
coming weeks at the Mioreapolls Forom
are the following:

All meetings, unless otherwise
tibned ore at 3 P, M.:

Snnday, denuary 24, 1932: DEBATE:

#Zoelalism versus Communlsm”. Bpeak-
ere: 0. P. Victorian, representing the
Soclalist Party against  Carl  Cowl
representing Communist League of Am-
erica (Opposltiond.

Sunday, January 31, 1932: “The Fro-
posed Hallroad Wage aductions”
Apeaker: C. K. Hedlond

All these lectures and debates will be
held al the Workers Open Forum, 1530
Fast Franklin Ave, Minneapolis, Minn.

The Admisslon Ja free,
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Thaelmann's Belated Self-Criticism

The Leader of the German Communist Party «Examines» Some of Its Mistakes

That the party leadership §s sow com
pelled to eome ont openly agaisst thes:
ilens only shows the extent to whick
such defeathst moods were plready wide
sprend in the party,

A whole section of Thaelmann's articls
iz concerned with the too well knowr
“theory”™ of the people’s revolution, o
invented by the party feadership in con
mection with the teachings on the “pa
tional and social emancipation”. These
slogans were ralsed fn their day In orded
te win fhe petly bourgeols strata  for
Comminism, In conwection with  which
to mention pothing else, it was  com
pletely overlooked that the most lmme
diafte task of the C. 1% G must be mo
the winniog of the middle classes bul
the winning of the majority of (he pro
eltariat. Ang it i3 precisely here that o
slogan like that of the “people’s revolu
tion™ iz ot only worthless but divectls
harmiul, since 1t does not sufficlently esm-
phasize the clasa standgopint.

Thaclmann him=self is slowly beginning
to, percelve this when he writes in his
article:

“"U:Ii].;,' when we win the proletarian
majority lor Communiam ean we realize
thie furcher tasks of deawling the allivs of
the protetariat from the mididle classes
into the anti-capilalist united froont aond
thereby create the premises for the peo
les revolution of Marx and Leoin,

Every smeatiog up of these fundamont-

ala, every abandonment of the prellmin-
ary wenld of the stroggle for our own
class is a break with Marxism, & break
with Leniuizm

But who raised this “break whn Lenl
i=ain”™ to flke point of a “theory™? Noboay
but the Central Commities of the €. P.
(i, Qt=ell, which, for example, in a4 re-
golulign  of  Janvary 1031, establlshed
the “people’s revolution™ ns the “main
strntegienl slogan of the pacty™. Is it
then to be wondered at if subordinate
fumctiomaries  of the party thereapon
ppply this slogan as it should be under-
steod aceerding to this C. O conceptlon?
Bueli o thorouphly good-bellever of a
functionary was A. K. who wrote, B8
far back as Decamber 1930, in the paper
Der Propeagnnidist that

“Por the sirategy and teciies of the
prodefarinn pevelntion it ls primarlly o
matter of winning the petty bourgeois
strata for the proletarian revolution or
at least of nedtralizing them.'

This was entirely in harmony with the
line of the conceptiona of the “people’s
revolution” then advoeated by the O, G
gnd established wofliclally a3z late a8
January 1041, , Now-=Thaelmann needed
a whole year for thiz acknowledguene—
it is suddenly established that the
quoted econception of A, B “has nothing
more in common  with Marxism and
Leninism®™., Which §a of course correct
to the extent that the corresponding line
of the € . really had not much mobe
to do with Leniwixm.

(In pasaing: For A, H, to he troated
ns a satapegoat §3  especially harsh.
Alexander Fmel wns at ong time pun-
t<hed as an Oppozitionist in Russia, In
the German party, after & probatlon
pieriod of o year, he sought to «arn bis
gpura by expressly separating himself
from Trofsky's views at every opportun-
ity, most recently in the questlon of the
Hpanish revolution, And he ks just the
one whom the Great Thaelwann has
now zought ont as the whipplug boy 1)

Finnlly, we cannot let pass  onchal-
lengeil what Thaelmann has to say o
his article on the goestion of ledividoeal
terror, It would undonbredly be correct
for the O O, o disassceciate [tSelf pub-
liely from individual terror, but it ls
to fall into the other extreme when
Thaelmann writes:

“Phoze workers who-let themselves be
misguided by the plannsl Nazi-provoca-
tions by defending themselves with the
same methods of individuel terror, are
moving away, with regard to the meth-
ods of the proletarian struggle for free-
dom, from tle fundamentals of Marzlam-
Taeninism™

Taken lterally, this means that bemee
forth the O P G, members are oo e
‘probibited  even frpm  foreible defense
from Fascist assaulfs, This is  golog
miuch too far, Terror can ouly be broken
by terror amd it ig just the “leader of
the ¢ I i." who should wanderstand
that umder thes conditions created by
the Fasclst acts of violenes, one cannot
aet in peconddnee with the prociples of
the sermon on the mount.

In conclusion, let, ug point to stlll
agnother observation Thaelmann made at
the end of his lengthy aviicle and whick
wir ¢an join with heartily:

“It appears that in splte of the great
successes  of our party, fts thecretieal
level, the ideolgieal-politieal level of our
parly work, is inndequate, and absolute-
Iy requires a fundamental improvemen i

But the very next sentence, which
qualifies the decisions of the leadership
aa “unobjectionable and eorrect™,  iodi-
cates that Thaslmann is not at all the
man to undertake & genuine, zerlous self-

“eriticism. ‘Rureautratle superficiality and

fakerd' gutocratism are the essence of
Thaelmann's artlele. There ofn bt N0
talk whatsoever of o turn for the better,
Syeh a one cam, In general, ool pro-
cocd from abowe: It must reault fTom the
preasure of the members themselyes. Thea
Left Opposition will support with all its
strength every atep of the party member:
in this iirection,

Berlin, Janpafy 1082 —W, M.



