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Eankers and Jobles's Relief

The Tammany Government Machine Is Whipped into Line

*

For many years, the large banking in-
teresia, reported to be led by Jo I Mor-
gan, have been atbempiing to  force
through a higher fare on the New York
City subway systems (1. K. T, and B, AL
0. All the methods so  typical  of
mdlern business practice have besn vsed
in t||.-elr_ endeawor.  For many yewrs the
people of this oity have been bombarded
with statistics as (o bow they would
beneft by & higher fare, with o complate
tabulatlon of the fares pald in other
citles, of the pelatlonship bRetween the
gtandard of living and the price. pald
for a subway ride, ete,, ate Now & final
effort i belng made this time, after all
the years of preparstion, the workers
of the clity can already begin to discern
the smaller slot of the turnstile made (o
aocomodate a thin fen cent plece.

All the subways in the city were built
by the clty government. After com-
pletting them, they were turned over to
the private companies for operation. The
important provisions of the contracts
were: (11 the elght of the city to re
captute ofter due notlee, and with dae
compensation: (21 the Ave cenp  fare;
{3) the payment to the city of certain
snms for ita original cost—the payments
to begin only after a minlmom proft
had been set aside for the company.

Incremsed Fare Fight

It was not many years after the orl
ginal contracts had been drawn up, be-
fore the companies began to fAght for an
[yerease in the fare. It must be under-
stood that the clanse pertaining to part
of the profit to the clty woas easily dene
away with., The individual capitalist
never ¢ares to share his profits with any-
body elge¢, even in his own closa. Sob-
aldlary companies were organized, en-
ormous rentals pald for property leased
—all for the purpose of keeping the rate
of profit well belotw that minlmum above
which part of the profit would have to
be shared with the city government, This
they have suceeceded In doing to o preat
cxtent.

As regards ralsing the subway fare the
task was a more dificult one. Mo poll-
thend grouping dared toke ap fhe bank-
erg” proposal. The lssue might  have
been great enough to swamp any politi-
cal machine ot of offlce. The bankers
bided their time; now they are ready to
gtrike.

Tho bankera against the Tammany
machine! How parndoxical this sounds
Yet there s on element of truth in it
Mhe thieving Tammany politiclan loeks
upon the taxes pald ioto the city ireasory
s vlghtfully belonglog to bim. During
times of progperity the actunl busbiiess
men, real estate owners and bankers of
the clty raise no violent: profest against
“pormal graft”. After all, the Tammany
maching la behaving rather well in keep-
ing down the workers and  protectiog
private property. However, during times
guch as the present, we begio o ses
girong protests being ralsed angainst the
grafting politician, who continwes to
handle the “public fumis" sz he waa
taught to by his predecessors.

Cutting Down Rellef

It iz the bankers and large industrial-
lsta, however, who have the liual say
in thiz gquabble for the diminished

booty, Curtail expenses; decrense the
pudget. This s thelr war ory. Bond
flotatlons, thelr weapon., The city ad-

minlsteations are quickly brought into
line. The first thing to be chopped off
is anything but the most meager sori
of unemployment rellef. Detrait, where
some in the local government “held out”
tor a lttle better reliel, was soon brought
into line. The New York banks have
now refused to float the necessary Dond
issnes W tide the oity over lts temporary
deficlt.

New York City is at present fecling
the lash of the whip beld by the Mor-
gansg and Otto Kahns. The whole thing
started with a law that forbids the com-
ptroller (treasurer) of the city to sl
any short term bounds below par, or at
a rate of interest higher tham six per-
cont,  Ordinarily, should MNew York City
bonds Tall a lttle below par, the com-
ptroller caon ralse the interest rate on
the lsume to be foated, thus enabling
him to sell them at or above par. The
eity government s constantly borrowing
an ghort term loans to tide it over until
the taxes fall due. Last September the
city borrowed at an interest eate of lesa
than twe percent. In  the middle of
December the rate to the city, for a
fiotation during that month, was five and
one halt percent, bringing it danger-
ously nenr to the 65 lmit. Twring the
past Tew weeks however, the Mew York
City bonds have been depresied heavily.
They are now selling below par. Omna
nesd not look far for the guilly one
Short teem government bonds usaally re-
main in the direct control of the bank-
era. Mhe city now needs §H0,000,000 Lo
pover its eurrent expenses, The bank-
@#rs have agreed to advance the money
{float the bond imue) only —the oty
agrees to curtall expenses

The first thing hit &t was the “home
rellef apgenclea”. Part of the SR, unl (P

was to ge for the umemplosment "re

lief". Already, the stations have shut

down, leaving the almost 1,000, un-

employed hers, with no Akl whatBoever.
The Bankers' ldea

The bankerz have a second §dea in
mind: they were quite frank about it—
put all city enterprises on a paying basis,
rafge the fare on the subways. = Now
thair time has arrived. Those who pay
the fiddler eall the tune. The tune s
to have as itz only note the elink of &
ten eent plece,

I'he approsch that will be made we
might even try to predict. The politie-
jnns who have the "inferests of the peo-
ple” at heart—were forced to aceept the
inerepsed fare by the bad bankers, who
ihreatened to cul Ooff the unamployment
relief. Furtherfore, they will say, the
city as a whole will benedit, for they say
pothing at the present about recapturing
the lines, The probabllity is for & rise
in the fare, Tollowed not by a taking
over by the oity of the exlsting lines,
but rather by the bhandling over o the
old companies of the vew subway bullk

This iz the picture of capitalist gov-
crnvent ; a wewer of wiee, graft, intrigue
and counter-intrigue. Only a working
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elasa rovolution can sweep  away  the
whale poflen mess, —I1. I
———— —_—

Is Stalin Preparing New
1923 in Germany?

What 8 happeésing In  Germany?
What s the position of the Fasclsta?
Where dors  the German Coimmunist
rarty atand amd what dees it propose to
dix ¥

These questions, of sach vital impor-
pames bo the militant working class, and
an angwer to which It capnot even £x-
pect to find in the capitalist press, it
now algo fails to find where they should

Russian Opposition

Persecnted
A LETTER FROM MOSCOW

. . L iime of our incarcersted comrades,
Faenian, was wounded—without prelim-
inary warning—by a shot in the breast.
The whole salltary prisen ecnrried out o
hunger stelke for seventeen days. Our
comrades  demanded an  investigation
commisaion from the government. They
were promized one, The incarvcerated
comrades elected a delegation of twelve
men i order to discuss ®ith this come
migsion. The twelve elected comrades
were prompély pleced in solitary con-
finement and then transported from Ver-
chme-Tralsk to an  Up-to-now  unknown
spot.  But the investigation commission
which wnrrived was compelled to yleld
i casciice to the demands of our o
prisomed  comrides

. . These last weeks have witnessed
a big wave of arrests of Oppositionlsts
in Moscow, Leningrad, Kharkov, Tiflis
anil elsewhere,

. Reseutly, the banned Opposition-
lste were dragged away from one place
ta o worse ope. The materizl condition
of the shipped-off comrades is extremely
diffienlt. In spite of the shortage of
labor, only a diminishing small part of
our comrades are at work.

. . The fact l=: the forther sharp-
ening of the terror against the Left Op
positionists, the recent arrests in Mos-
covw, Leningrad and elsewhere, and like-
wise the latest article by Stalin, are
objective proofs thet our Opposltion
movement—which  we ourselves, it is
teue, know very well—ls being extended
and I3 becoming more metive,

be: in the eolumns of the official Com-
munist press,
The Advance of the Fascists

The Fagclsts continue to moke rapld
progress which §8 compelling recognition
from all the soctions of the bourgeolsie.
The Hitlerites galn in arroganpce with
every new accretion of strength. Hroen-
ing Iz finally compelled to bring into
his coundlls the Apstrian sdventurer and
g him to return from the Helchstag
whick the blackshirts left, =so that &
presidential election may be avolded by
an arbitrory decree to hold over Hinden-
burg at least untdl bhe “present dis-
turbed situation 15 calmed”. And Hit-
ler, grown more cocksure with his Te
cent successes, refusea the outstretched
palm, and together with Hugenburyg
makes clear the determination of the
Fasclsta to press forward ontil the issue
is joined declsively.

Hitler does not merely have his heart
set upon ‘the conquest of power—the alm
of every class party—but feels that the
moment Is swiftly approaching when the
die will be cagt. Bolshevism or Fasclam
—there are no other ways out for Ger-
many right wow. Towards sockallst
amancipation or black, leng-enduing re-
actlon—no other road s open out of Ger-
many's  present  impasse, And  while
Hitler presses forward, the lewders of
the German Communist Party are buying
inte e futuee by providing themselves
with passports amd visas for a quick de-
parture when the storm breaks loose!

Bruening 18 giving ground to the Fasc-
ists. The soclal democrats, by their de
apleable cowardice, by their disarming of
the workers, are leaving the doors wide
open 1o the Hitlerites. The latter hawve
thus far received uo declsive check; oo
the contrary, their ranks are wpproach-
ing & polnt in strength where no further
gnin can be expected by “legal” et hoda,
whers the upceasing conflict of Interests
muat come to a violent solution.

And what does the Communist Darty
gay? What s it dolng? From the Davily
Worker, one learns absolutely nothing on
these points, Every few days ao inch or
two of type I8 thrown into its eolumns
to Inform <the reader that the CGerman
party has formed a few more nocled
and galned n few more hondred members.
But from g columns not even the most
carcful resder can glean the [nel that
the {fate of Germany ls now hanging Inj
the balance: not only of Germany, buf

Aloeeow, [ecember &, 1831

N {Contlnued on page 4)

New York Banquet Feb.6

To Greet «Unser Kamfs and Three Returned Comrades

Arramncensnia are novw being made for
n bampuet I New York on  Saturday,
February 6, which every Left wing mili-
tant will want to attend. The bangoet,
piven by the Communist League i Oypgrosl-
tion), will be a joint affair with all our
Jewlah comrades and friends, for the
purpose of greeting the first Issue  of
Unger Kamf (Ounr Struggle), officlal or-
gan of the Left Oppoaltion In the Ykl

dish language, and  of  welcoming back
three of our leading comrades who hay
just returned and who will speak at the
hanguet, They ware comrades Albert
Glotzer, who has just returmed from @
trip to Kurope during which he atayed
for u number of weeks with comrade

has just returned to New York with an
enthusinstle report of the growling leml-l
gth and influence of the Left Opposition
throughont the country wherever he hmd
meteings on his lecture tour; and Max
Shachtman, who has come back [fom &
trip to Spaln, England amd France. All
thede comrades will give thelr impres-
alons of -what e going on in the various
parts they visited and the banguetcers
will find it of tremendons interest,
Definite arrangements for the hall and
ihe program have not yet been com-
pleted, but all friends of the Left Op-
position in New York are urged to keen
Saturday, Februry 6 open on their cal-
endar. Further detalls will appear In

Trotsky at Jadlkoy: Arne gwabeck, whot the Milltant—watch for them.

The Chamberlln ieclident has been of-
ficlally «¢losed. Thowugh reloctant  atb
firat, the Japanese government has fn-
ally bowed In apology te the all-powerful
Amerlean Imperialism. To e sure, the
conflict of imperialist Interests o the
Far Eust is by no means over. There s
a pood deal of bickering golog on around
the propesed iovocation of the Nine
I'ower Treaty by the United Biates and
the Japanese are just ns alert as before
on that polnt,

The Nine "ower Treaty is supposed to
guarantes the “administrative Integrity”
of Ohinan and through that, the policy
of the “open door” to all the Western
Powers, Agalnst the contention of the
Amerleans that by their invasion  they
are transgressing the provielons of that
treaty, the Japaness reply that quite on
thie contrary, their sole alm of Interven-
ing in Manchuria l: just preclsely to
pregerve that “administrative integrity™
of the countty and to make the polley of
the open door secure! Active, aggres-
give Interest in the Japanese adventure
is Aagging for the moment. Hat  the
Mipponese are hardly started in thelr
ment. Instead of adventures with peas-
ant armles, the Chinese Communists must
concentrate on rallylug the city prole-
tariat without which it will not be able
to crush the Kuo Min Toang and sucoess:
fully drive out the imperinlist invaders.
At one point of the process now unfold-
fng, the interests of the Chinese MAsSes
and those of Soviet Russin will reveal
their cloge Interconnection with especial
sharpness. To face such a situatlon con-
fldently, it i3 necessary to boast less
and to pay more attention to the actual
conrse of develspment of the stroggle.
alms,

Having pretty firmly established their

ments in Manchuria, the Mikodo's gen-
erals are slowly but conslgtently forg-
ing ahead, in the direction of the Great
wall on the one hanmd, amd in that of
Johol and the other Mongolian provinces,

Japs Subsidize

Hire Semenov, Notorious Cossack Adventurer in MongolianDrive

| polony for “wagiog

hegemony by means of puppet goveri]

ze Ru

_*

on the other. Due to the interfercnce of
the other :-amsaiiut povernments, e Japs
have not been able to increase their re-
enforcements in Manchurin as  rapidly
and as freely as they would lke. Covee-
quently they have been suffering gl
derable losses as o resolt of the faeyvit-
alde il severe guerilla warlare car-
ried on more or less successinlly by the
patlves In a lawd unfamiliar amd bard
slilitary campaign, the Japaness goveri
ment is clearly keeping an eyve on the
posaibilities that might offer Lhemselves
Lo antl-Soviet moves in the near future.

The lmmediate objective of this wew
alignment will no doubt be the subjuga-
tion of all of Mongolia under the Jup-
aneae yoke, The luk between the pre-
gent Jap expedition and thelr future de-
alens is the People’s Republie of Mlon-
golia, o territory on whivh the Afaman
lg alrendy prepared to advance.

Developments in the Orient almest al-
ways bear a slow and drawn out char-
acter hroken by violent jerks, Bul erup-
tions of a political characier are not
subject to conditlons of the soil.  And
these self-snme Blow  [rOCESHEs in  bh

Condemn M.N. Roy to Exile

Alunabendrn xsath Iiir}'. Right wing
Communkst  afiliated  to the Brandler
group Internationally has been comdemn-
ed by the Hritlsh impecialists In Tualin
to 12 years of deportation to & penal
war againat  the
king”. The imperialist knout ls deter
mined te nsure ita holders against the
geething revolt of the Indlan masses no
matter | n what ehanoels 6 Qows.

Unbrideable differences separate  oar-
gelves, the International Left Opposition
from the Right wing liguidatons of Com-
mnnisn,  But we do noet fer oone inin-
ute hesitate to aild in their defense when
they are onder attack from the open
clags enemy.

ssian W hites

Jupanese-ChineseHoviet tangle are indis-
putably generatbing just sach an  erup-
tton In the fmmediate future,

Far the working «lass to meet auch an
cvent adequately it 1z abaclutely neces-
«ary to contiine to siress the commuonity
of interesis between the Soviet Unlom,
the world proleturint aml the oppressed
volominl peoples. The greatest watchfal-
wiesdA is reguired of the Soviet govern-
to munneuver for the foreign invadera.

The Dally Worker refers to these bands
of puerilln Aghters ps "Hed pariisan de-
tachments” In connection alde with high-
apmniling reporta of wore gwesping viee
tories by the Chinese “Rod Army” What
griiter proof  the  Bialinlsts have for
this contention than for the contentlon—
for example—that Father Cox's “army”
representod the Amerlean unemployed we
do nel know., Dt then apgin, irresponsal-
Il and lavish boasting has ever Deen
the bane of gpopriocipled political groups
gl of the Stalinized Comintern in partl-
cular. How sincere and Interested work-
¢rz are to be ahle to distingoaish betwoeen
friend and foe bBetween progress aod re-
treat, how judge ou the basis of experl-
ence what thelr revolutionary taske are,
the bureauciats of the official Communist
party and thelr confusing press are very
litele comnsermed absout.  As they sow, B0
will Fhey meap.

Hemenoy At Work

Harnssed by the ddiffienitiea on thelr
path the Japanese are resorting to otfjer
methods. A dispateh to the New York
Herald Tribung on Janunry 12 reports
that the notorlous Kussian White Guard
general, Gregory Hemenov is engaged in
n movement to “effect the independence
of the vast territory of luner Aongolla
with the sanctlon of Jupan™. ‘The dis-
pateh =ays furiler that Atuman Semenov
“ja kmown to have recclved pay  [Fom
the Jupanese for several years™. The
cossack peneral claims he can raise an
prmy of S00000 former czarist froups as
woell ag 100000 Mongolian cavalrymen.

Stalinists Disrupt
Mooney Confab

The apathy which prevails in the Il
inois coal Aelds has been lifted to some
extent by the campaign under way to de-
mand the relense of Tom' Mooney. For
this jssue, the miners are evincing &
readivess to stroggle. Conforences have
been organized In Htaunton and Relle-
ville. Plang are being lafd and puoshed,
for conferences in other mining tn:-nt.erﬂ.|

These conferences are largely rhe re
sult of the offorts of local militants co-
operating with the 3t Loujs branch of
the Communist Leagne of Amerlen (Op-
positlon). The line of these conlerences
jg based upon Mooney's Augusit 20 ap-
penl o the Opposition’s endorsement of
this  appeal  (Militang,. 95-1831). It
giresses the united front as the key Lo
the problem of uniting the workers in
a struggle to force Mooncey's release and
the pelense of all class war Prisoners

The Oppositien delegates fight re=olute-

ly in these couferences for this policy.
All attempts to exclule the 1. L. 1), the
¢ P, aud the party orgaunizations are
resisted by our delegates. On the other)
hand, our delegates, while supporting the |
party™s resolution: and themselves ‘m-!
troducing resolutions agninst the Ilinols
eriminal syndicallam law, are i.lquu‘lly'l
resolute in fighting the attempts of the
atalinists to divert the confernces’ along
the lines of a fight against criminal s¥n-
dicalism In gemeral,
What lins been the partyﬁ polley in
thiwe conferences? Canghl unawares by
their organization, the Sralinists limitied
their participation to long-winded apeeh-
e mil peneral atiacks upon nill  min-
Communists and ezpecinlly against the
wegiinter-revolutionary” Trotskyists, But
this poliey acted as  boomerang. Thelr
slander discredited only themselves and
by contrast with the policy, sincerity
and sctivity of our delegates, i reased
the prestige of the Opposition in the eyes
of the miners. It goes without snying
ihat we uge the advantage which a{‘m‘uusi
to ng to redeem from discreditment the
{deas of Communism.

After several months of their futile
policy, the Stalinists reallzed thot mare
sdeclsive” mensures were requnired o
wreck the campalgn and to unde  what
had already been accomplished. On Sun-
day, December 27, they descended on the
gopond session of the Staunton confaer-
ence en masse, They packed the confer-
onees  with  delegntes  mobillzed from
springfield, Hast St Louwls, and even
Chicage. ©On ome pretext alfter anolher
they interrupbed the proceedings with
rrelevant speeches and slander. The A.
F. of L. delegates voted with thele feet.
Delegate after delegate left. The e
anult fg best expressed perhaps in a list-
ter from one of the local militants who
has partivipated In all the struggles of

the Illinols miners ainee before the war.

“1t was elther we control or we sash
e . I don't Believe that moere (han one
loeal remained in the meeting. 1 tod
1eft i disgust,” (Why thiz mllliant and
thonsands more are wol in the ranks of
the Communist gmovement, oatd  mone
.apeciically in the party, k= all too clear.

The plan for protest meplings which
the ecouference’s Executive Committes
worked oub, was killed, The couference
in Stuunton is now a shed. The miners

o and wreckoge?

bsve turned thelr backs on it Whether
it can be revived s a question, The
Opposition mugt  and  wiill atbempt “it.
There is no other road excepd o condenin
Mooney to lifelong Imprisonment. The
Opposition will continue to fAght for =
united front, with the I, L. Ix, the party
aml ull Left wing organizations  io-
cluded. What will be tone policy of the
party¥ WIL the parly rank aod Al con-
tinue to folerate this peliey of slander

Trotsky’s History
to Be Out Soon

We have just been Informed _that the
first volume of the *Iistory of the Hus-
=lan Revolution™, by comende Leon ‘Trot-
sky will be off the press and ready for
sale on Febrpary 27, This gigantic work
writien by the organizer of the Insurres
tlon will be complete in twa volumes, tl';'E
wevoasd of which will appeay about the
12t of June of this year

Volime one beging with the February
cevolution and deals with the period op
te June 10917, The seeom] solume con-
fimies from this perled up to  and
throngh the (stober insurrection nnd the
Rolshevik selzure of power, The boeoks
approximately 500 pages each, will con-
tnin many photograpbs apd maps.  Max
Kastman translpted both volumes from
the Rugsian. They are published by

=T, B5TA&MM.

simon and Schpster Company aml will
well for $4.00 n volume or both for 750,

1Marine Defense Meet

Hundreds Gather to Protest

Un Thorsday evening, Janmary 7. 0
mags meeting in defense of Jack Suoder-
harg, Thomas Bunker and Willlam ‘I'ra-
jer, vietims of the harbor Dosses' “dyn-
amite plot™ fraome-up was held at Web-
ster ELall. Over 500 workers  atfended
the meeting, which was held under the
anspices of the Marive Workers Defense
Comanifies, :

For the first tine I years, New York
workers belonging to varlous  politieal
tendenciecs mer together, swayed by o
fealine of penuine working olnss solid-
arity in the face of the yicious clags en-
MY,

Comraile James PP, Cannon, of the Coan-
munkat League of America (Opposition)
was the firat speaker at the mecting at
which Carter Hudgomn, chalrman of the
AMarine Workers Defense Committee pre-
glded, Comrade Coovoen eloquently  pre-
septed the case of  three  defendants,
polnted ont the pelitieal background amd
the purposes behind this latest attack of
the capitalist class and appedled to thy
workers present lo support the Alarine
Workers Defense Commiltee and ils of-
forta to repel the designs of the hosses
in this sase as o others by a frank nmd
real united front.

Oiler speakers ncholed Ao J. Muste,

of the Conference of DProgressive Labor
Action, wha pledged the support of his
organization to the defense and its will-
Ingness to cooperate with the Comemliiee ;
Ben Gitlow of the Lovestons group, who
made an appeal for funds for the de-
fense: Walter Starret of the Road to
Freedom Anarchist group and  Carlo

Tresca, editor of 11 Martello, who cited

«Dynamite Plot» Frame-Up

gimilar frome-np cases In the hlstory of
the American working oliss.

All speakers were well received. De-
gpibe the manifold pelitical shadea and
colors, nll appeared to ba Wnited to pre-
vient the capitalist elass from taking ad-

vantage of the dizsen<ions  within  the
wobking elis for their own ewnds, The
mesting represents a commendable  at-

tomnpt to close the ranks in warding «f
the blows of government oppression of
workers amd workers' fnstituting, An
sl B will wodeabtedly oall forth more
and bigger meetlugs and manifestations
of the same =ort e the fatore.

The official Communist pariy aml the
. T. I were conspicuous by their ab-
gepee,  BBaf mony rank asd  file  party
comrades sat In the apdlence. The abso-
jute necessity of action In cases sweh as
ihpt of the theee marine workers will
ot fail fo pwaken the workers, Commn-
(st amd non-Communist, o proletarian
golidarity, We hope that rank and fila
pressuve will bead the paety and the I,
I. In to realize the mistake of  thelr
passivity In this ense quickly. For the
wake of the working class as o whole,
as well® as for that of the party. Soch
mistakes are dearly paid for. The force
of united working closs defense la dr-

resiatible. Tt ks Donmd to overcome all
ahstaeles,
The first Marloe Workers' Defense

mecting har atartel fhe drive, It is up
to every class consclous worker to con-
tribute his bit to the fght for the Fe-
lenge of Hoderberg, Bunker amd Trajer.

Lot no one stamd aside,
—a.




