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FROLETARIAN FARTY SPLIT

Engels once wrote that every workers'
party must necessarlly dévelop in a pro-
cegs of Internal struggle, according  to
the dialectical laws of development in
genéral. This obscevatlon is again eall-
el to mind by the factional struggle
now taking -place in the ranks of the
Froletarlan Pariy. It is a sign of vital-
ity that is well worth watchiog, For
over A decads this sectarlan off-ahoot of
Amerlean Communism devoted liself to
a tranquil observation and “explanation”
of soctal phenomenn. The depression in
the American labor movement during the
perlod of prosperity, and the indiference
of' the workera to revolutlonary propa-
ganda which ensued from it, created spe-
clol conditions for the exlatence of sueh
a group.  And this was Turther facilit-
afed by the errors and exaggeralions of
the official Communist Party. The paendo-
Marxist policy of Keracher and Co. was
a complement to Pepperistic adventior-
fsm. Thus & number of revolutionary
workers were maneavered onto a alde
track. Everything was qalet in the Pro-
letarian Party.  Its leaderabip walled it
off from the class struggle and from the
flerce dleputes which raged. within the
general Communist movement.

By that state of affairs could only be
temporary. The wecentuation of the olass
struggle in the country, and the great
conflicta  over principle which have
brooght the world movement of Com-
muonkm to & erisis, have posed questions
which can no longer be evaded. Con-
troversy Is sweeplng throogh (e Ker-
acher party like a torpado, making up
In fury for it long posiponement. Al
most overnight the Keracher growp of
leaders, whe ask only for peacss and
quist, have been  confronted with  »
stormy Internal struggle. * Following the
natlonnl eonvention of the organization,
where critbelsm was smothered and all
the burning questions of the monent
wiore evasive opportuniam, an opposition
has come to HWie and ls waging o mili-
tant struggle on o patienal  seale.  The
opposition is publishing ita own bulletin
and hoex even gone go Tar as to project
& national conference. A split nppears
to be the inevitable outcome of the con-

et
In foct, the split has already bezan.
The leaders of the Proletavian Party.

wla borrow g much in principle from
Staliniat revislonism, bhave  revealed
themselves alse as apt pupils of the
administrative methods, Thee criticisms
of the opposition everywhere are being
angwersd, not with arguments ot with
expulalon. According to the “IProletarinn
Oppesition Bulletin™ six of the leading
oppoaitionista In Chicago have been ex-
pelled and 25 members have resigned
from the Party. “Members of the XN,
E. C. are belng sent out on o witeh-
smelling and heresy-hunting campaign,
with power to expel, suspend, or other-
wlse punish members, without the form-
allty of a “trial”, Three membérs have
been guspended and one expelled in Elk-
hart, Indiana. ‘The entire branch of 40
at Bufalo has been expelled. At New
York and other places scccsslons have
taken place,

The gourse of the apposilion movement
withlg the D'roletarlun Party remains
1.1111'.'1(_‘411‘. It Is guite obvious, {rem o
regding of lks campalpn material, that
the opposition has not yet wndertuken to
angwer the main question which arlses
Inevitaldy from ita struggle agaiost the
leadership and policy of the party, That
question ia: Whepe are we golng, and
why? “Proletarian Opposition Bulletin™
Number 2, which we hawve at hand, dir-
ects u sharp criticism sgoinst (he bor-
eaucratle regime within the party; it
condeming the opportunistic election cam-
palgn in Idetroit, and insiets on a strog-
gle for immediate demamda on the gues-
tion of unemployment. On  all  these
polnta’ the opposition is ondoubtedly in
the right as against the leadership, But
when all s said amd done these ques-
tiona lmve a secondary imortance, They
are by no means an adequate armament
for a real political struggle. The op-
position must squip iself with an all-
around platform, 1L must take a posi-
tion on the basic gquestions of principle,
nod make itk tactical dedouctions aceord-
fngly. Otherwlse it will not be able to
avold a rapid disintegration. Snch &
fate will threaten it immediately.

Ome thing at least may be said with
eprtainty ; the opposition connot  stand
alone ms  an  independent movemeont.
Having made n decislve break with the
gterile circle of Keracherism—amd this
iz 8 =lgn of ita vital proletarian lmpalse
—the opposition confronts the necessity
of attaching itsell to the living move-
ment of Communism, This is the first
and most pressing implleation of the e
'l.rql_t. With which faction will the new
grouping afiligte?—that Is the guestion.
Thase whose seek to evade that guestion,
who hold up the prospect of o “fowrth"”
faction, van only decelve and mislead “the
movement. That is only the Kerpcher
poliey on o small acale, and the present
upheaval 18, In the firat place, o slgn of
the utter bankruptcy of this policy. The
fact that a part of the insurgent elementa
in Mew York and other places have al-
ready gone over o the Stalin faction,
withent walting for the movement as a
whole to clarify its policy, is a warning
apgainat temporizing and delay with this
fumiamental preblem,

My aave the new movement, or at least
a substantial part of it, from this fate
ig the task of the serlons Communist
elementa within it. Keracherism ia only
a weak sprout of Staliniam; the ldeology
at bottom s fundamentally the same, A
transfer of afiliation from the Proletar-
lan Party to the Htalin faction slgnifies
oothlng more than an organizatlonal
pecesalon and a capitulation in principle.

Hvery tendency to limit the opposition
to the wecondary tactical points is & pre-
paration for sach a debacle. A rerious
study and conslderntion of the great
printiple guedtlona, aud the adoption of
a precize attitude toward them, ate now
indlzpensable for & frobtfel  oonteome of
the revolt in the DProletarian Turty.
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BOMBS FOR NEW YEAR'S

1t looks Hke a blg vear for the bomb
and dynamite racket, it one can judge by
the spectacolar start that  has  Leen
made by the people who speclalize In it
The mew year was ushered in with the
louwd explosion of a bomb In Ponnsyle-
enin, and by still noker propagands
about other bombs which were found or
planted or imagined in varions parts of
the country. Connected with this  was
the Inevitable hue and ory about o con-
apiracy of the Communists, the antl-
fagelstzs and other rodicals., The bombs
—it iz claimed—were addressed to o
number of the leading Fascists of the
country. OFf lourse, none of the Mus
solind agenitz were Injured. They never
are. The miraculons eseape of the in-
temdid  “viclims" in theas affaira 18 as
unfalilng as the change that the radical
workers are the guilty parties.

Mide times out of ten—or, better, 9D
times out of o hundred—ihiz ja the real
meaning of the “‘dizscovery™ of bomhs
aml dynamite: to lay the ground for an
attack against the workers and ta rail-
rond  some  Individoals as an example,
This 18 Amerkcan lalor history. And the
Mussolinl regime has  introduaced  this
“Ameriean plan” all over BEurope In the
flght againgt the anti-Fagscisl movement.
If we take the MNew Year's holabuloo fo-
gether with the “dynamite plot” In the
New York harbor there is overy ground
for the assgmption that a'new offensive
agalnat the workers, introduced with a
series of typieal frame-ups—Iis in pre-
paration.

The Dally Worker speaks of the Iatest
bomb scare as the prelude to an attack
on the Communist Party, and Jlmita its
concern and protest fo that, IFf the new
machinations tnke on real proportlonsz a
blow at the Party will undoubbtedly be
the objective. Hul the specifie point of
attack In the present instamce Scems Lo
be the anti-Fasclst movement ; and the
Mew York harbor affalr Iz almed at the
Tidewater Boatmen's Union, For our
part, these clreomstances do not in the
lest mitigate the danger nor the neces-
sity of Aghting the conspiracies. We are
on the glde of any worker, or ooy work-
ers'  organfzotion, regardless of  Jis
political complexion, in such a situatlon,

Communists muke s faial error when
they limit their protests to casea of dir-
ect attack agalust thelr own party. Such
quesions  must  be  approached from a
privciple, that ls, from a class point of
vlew. There iz practical wisdom, nlso,
in this attitede. The Communists can-
oot Apht awecessfully alome apgainst an
onzlought of the capitalists, They need
the support of the working clasa. The
maore readiness they show o joln In the
defense of any  workeras®  omganizadion
under attack the stronger become thelr
own claims for similar support, and the
more repdily will they receive i

—J, P G

“The working men have no  Country.
We cannot take from them what they
have not got. Since the proletariat must
first of all acqguire political sopremacy,
must rize to bo the leading clazs of the
nation, must constitate itself the nation,
it Iz, so far, lscll national, thoongh not
in the bourgeols sense of the word,"”

Communlst Manifesto.

Minneapolis
Open Forum

Among the lecture arranged for forih-
coming weeks st the Minnes olls Foram
nee the Tollowing !

ANl mectings, unlesz otherwise men
tioned are at 3' P. M.:
Sunday, January 17, 1932: “Imperial-

Ism: What Next?, Vineent H.

Tmnne,

Sunday, Jonuary 24, 1932: DEBATE:

“Sovlalism versus Communism”. Speak-
era: . P. Vietorian, representing the
Soclallst Party  against  Carl  Cowl
representing Communist League of Am-
criea (Oppoaltion).

Sunday, January 321, 1932: “The Pro-
posed Rallroad Wage Reduetions™
Speaker: . R, Hedlund,

All thege lectures and debates will be
held at the Workers Open Forum, 1530
Easzt Franklln Ave., Minneapolls, Minn,

The Admiszslon Is free.
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rule, but mow, under the given condl-
tivns, in the coming mopths and weeks,
Thaelmann Considers the Vietory of
Fascism Inevitable

A eoresed pollcy i3 mecessary in order
te achieve victory. That Is, we need a
poliey appropriale to the present sitwa-
tlom, to the present relationship of forces
and not to & altuation that may develop
in one, two or three years, when the
question of power will have been coeide.d
for & long time.

The whole misfortune es o the
fact that the poliey of the Central Com-
mitter of the German Communist Party,
in part consciously and in part unconsci-
ously, derives from the recognition of the
inevitabdlity of a Faseipt wvictory. In
fact, in the appeal for the “Red United
Front™ poablished on Movember 20, 1031,
the Central Committee of the Commun-
ist I'arty of {fermany, staris oub with
the ldea that it is impossible to vangoish
Fasviam without first defesting (e S0c-
ial democracy, ‘This same ldea, Thael-
mann repoiis in all posalble shades  In
his article Is thiz ldea oorrect? On
the historical geale it fs  uncondition-
ally correct. Buot that does not at all
mean thot with its ald, that is, by simple
repetition, one can solve the goestions of
he day. An ides, eorrect from the point
of view of revolutionary strategy as a
whole, turne into & e and at that into
& reactionary lie, If it iz not translated
inte the language of taeties, Is it cor-
riel that fn order fo destroy unemploy-
ment uik] misery it 1= firat necessary to
deatroy capltalism? It is correct.  But
only a hopeless fool con draw the con-
cluglong  therefrom, that we do not
have to flght already today, with all of
our forces, againzt these measures with
the aid of which capitalism s increasing
.the migery of the workers.

Can we expeet that  the Commuankst
'arty will in the course of the next
few months defeat both the social dem-
ocraey and Fasclam® No normally think-
fng person whoe can read amd calenlate
wonld risk auch a contentbon, Dolitic-
ally, the question ls posed In the follow-
ing manmer: Can we apecesafully  repel
Fascism in the course of the next few
montha, that |z, with the existence of @
greatly reduced, buf®still (unfortunately)
very strong soclal democracy® The Cen-
fral Committee repliess in the negative,
In ofher words, Thaelmann considers the
vietory of Fasciam fnevitable,

(Onee Again: The Russian Experiences
In order, to xpress my thought aa eclar.
Iy and as coneretely as possible [ will

come back once more to the expeerience
with the Kornfloy uprising. On Auguat 26
(nld style} 1917, General Korniloy led his
Cozsack (roops and one irregolar division
apalmat Petrograd. At the helm of power
there stood at that time: Kereosky, lae-
key of the bourgeolsic and (hrec-ynarters
nn ally of Kornilov. Lenln wasz still in
hiding because of the accasation that he
was in the sepvice of the Hohenzolletns.
o the aame accusation, I was ot that
thme Inearcerated In solitary eonfinement
in the Kresty Mrison. How did the Bol-
sheviki proceed in this question? They
alan had a right to say: “In onder to de-
feat the Kornlloviade we must first de-
feat the Kerensklade". ‘They sald this
more than ones for it was correct and
neceaaary for the entire further propa-
ganda, DBut that was entirely insafficlent
ground mot o put up a peslsiance on
August 26, and on the following = days
againgt Koernlloy and to prevent him
from butchering the Petrograd proletar-
int. The Holsheviki dld not for that
reiigon content themselves with a gener
al appeal to the workers and =soldiers
to break with the coneilintors and sap-
port the red upnited front of the Bol-
shevikl, XNo,.the Bolsheviki proposed the
nnited front struggle to the Mensheviks
amd the BSoeclal-Revolutlonarlies and
created together with them common or-
ganizations of struggle. Was this cor-
rict o Incoreect? Let Thaelmann glve
me an angwer to this guestion, In order
g show muel more holdly, how matters
gtood with the united front, I will clte
the fallowing inchilent : Ilmmediately wpon
my Felease from  solitary confinement,
nfter the trade uwnfons had put up ball
for me, T went directly to the Commitbes
for MNatlonul Defence, where 1 discassed
and vobed declalong regarding the sirug-
gle agalnst Kornilov with the Menshevlk
Dan and the Soclknl-Revolutlonary 'Ifﬂt:.
the allies of Kerensky who had imprison-
ed me. Wus this correct or was it
wrong? Let Remmele answer this
queation for me,

Is Bruening the “Lesser Evil"?

The social demaocTacy supports Broaes-
ing, votes for him, sssumes the responal-
bility for him before the masses-—on the
basies that fhe Bruenlng Government e
the “lezser ovil". The Hote Fahne at-
tempts to nscribe the swme view to me
—an the hagle that I expressed mysell
araingt the stopld and shameful particl-
pattion of the Communlsts in the Hiller
referendum. But have the German Left
Opposition and myself in particolar de-
manded that the Communisis vote for
and support Broening? We Marxists re-
gard Brucning and Hitler, together with
Braun as component partz of one and
the same system. The question, which
one of them is the "lesser evil”, has no
penae, for the evatem agalnst which we
are fghting needs all these elements. But
these slements are momentarily involved
in conflicta with one another and the
party of the proletariat must take ad-
vantage of these confiicts in the inter-
eat of the revolution,

There are asven keva in the muosleal
seale. The queation which of these keys
g “better” : Do, Re or 80l 18 & senseless

guestion. But the muslclan must know

" Famelsts,
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Where Lies the Mistake i

n the Present Policy of the

German Communist Party

+*

when to strike and what keys to strike
The abatract question as to who is the
lesser evil: Bruening or Hitler-—ix just
as sengeless, I Is necessary to know
which of these keys to sirike, Iz that
clear? For the weak-minded et us clie
another exnmple, When one of my en-
emiegs aots before me amall daily paortions
of poigon and the second, on the other
hand, iz abont 10 sheot straight at me,
then [ will first koek the revolver
out of the hamd of my aecond eneny,
for this glves me an opportunity to et
rid of my first enemy. RBut that does ot
at all mean that the poison f+ 8 “ledser
e¥il™ Inm comparison to fhe revolver.

The misforfune consists precisely of

the fact that the leaders of the German
Communist Party have ploeed (hemselves
on the same groand sa the social demooer
ney only with inverted prefives: the Soc
ial democracy votes for DBroening, e
cognizing in him the "lesser evil. The
Communista on the gther hand, who re-
Tuse to trust cither Braun or Droening
in any way (and that is absolutely the
cortect way of aeting), In the meantime
go Into the stpects o sapport THitler's
referendom, that ks, the attempl of the
Fazclata to averiirow Broening. DBof in
this they themselves have vecopnized in
Hitler the leaser ovil, for the victory of
the referendum would not fmve brought
the proletariat into power but Hitler. To

o

thme to come, IL s toward the end

ment.  Everywhere, st every
the workers mus=t be made gware of
renled.

in the spirit of internntionmlizm, of

The official Stalinkst press, wilh

events. DBrief amd boasifol dispatbhes

other hand, are putting the guesiion
defeat 8 to e the outeome of the
(Germany.

canse, will heneeforward place all em
and so instructively illuminated by ou

to the little group of Morxisfz orguni
battles, like the Hussian revolution, n
lllfﬂltlhIP touchstones, Lot us prove e

be sure, It I8 painful to have o argoe
sl A, B, O goestions, It I8 sad
very sad lmdeed, when musicions  like
Hemmele, instead of distingulshing  be-
tween the keys, siamp with thelr bools
on the key-board.

It is mot & Question of the Workers Whae
Have Already Left the Social
Democracy But of Those Who

Btill Remain With It

The rthouzamis apon  thonsands  of
Noskes, Welss, Hilferdings, prefer, in
the last analysis, Fascism to Commun-
ism. Huat for that they must onee and
for all tear themselves locse from  the
workers. Today this = ool yet the case,
Today the social democracy as a whole,
with all s interoal  antagenisms, s
foreed  into sharp conticts  with  the
Our task conslsts  of faking
wivantage of these conflicts and not  of
unkting the antogonistz apdinel o=

The front must be directed against
Fasciam at the present fime, And thia
common front of direct strogele agninsi
Fasckm, involving the entire prole-
tarint, must be ubtillzsed fn the Aank at-
tacks against (he socinl demoscracy, which
are for all that no leza efeetive.

It is necessary in fact, to show com-
plete readiness fo make a block witli the
socinl democrats agninst the Fuascists o
all cases in which they will aceepl a
block. To =ay to the socinl democratic
workers: “Throw your leaders asbde and
Joln our ‘non-pacty’ united front”, means
to add Just one more hollow phrase to
& thousand ohers, It Is necessary to be
able to tear the workers away fprom thelr
leaders in reality. DBut realityg loday s
—the struggle gpeainst  Fascism, Thers
are and denkbtless will e goecial  dem-
‘oeratie workers who are prepared to fight
hand in hand with the Commnnizt work-
ers against the Fascists, regardless of
the desires or even agalnst the desires of
the socinl democratic organizations. With
siuch progressive elements it is obviously
oecesgary to eatablish the closest possi-
ble contact. At the prosent  flme, how-
ever, they are not great in nomber, The
German worker has been raised in  the
gpirit of organization and of  discipline,
This haa ita strong as well az ita wenk
aldes, The overwhelming majority of
the soeial democratle workera will fight
against the Fascists, but—for the pre
sent at least—only together wilh  thele
organlzations. Thiz stage cannot  be
skipped. "We must aid the soclal dem-
aeratle workers by desds—In his new and
extraordinary situation=—in testing the
value of thelr organizations and lead-

man Communists sball be steercd lowards victory over Fasclam
towards an lgonominous defeat and amihilatbon.

sole contribution to the burning problems that ery out for  solutlon.
to all the best traditions and teachings of revolutlonary Marxism, we, on the

1ife and death for the working class,

We Must Foree the Soclal Democracy
Into A Rlock Against the Fasclsts

The misfortune s, that in the Central
Commities of the Communist Party there
are  many frightened  opportunists
They hove heapd that opportunism con
glats of o love for hloeks, and that iz why
they are aghinst blocks* They do  not
understand the difference  between,  Jet
ne say, 1 parlismentary agreement and
an ever-ge modest agreement for o sbrog-
gle In a strike or in the defense of work-
ere' printshops agninst Fascist bands.

Eli=tion nEgrecmenia, 1ﬂrli;|m-|:-t1m1'.\:
compromises onéloded between the rev-
clutlonary party and the soginl  demo.
cency serve, g a rule, to the advantage
of the =zorial democracy. Practical agree-
ments for mass aelion, for purposes of
struggle are alwayz of use to the revolo-
tionary party, The Anglo-Itussian Com-
mfitter  was an  impermizsable type of
black of two leaderships on omne comm-
mnn political platform, vagoe, deceptive,
binding no one to any sort of action,
The maintenance of this block ot the
time of the General Strike, when ihe
Gemeral Conneil  assomed the  pole  of
strilke-breaker, elpnified on the part of
tlie Htulinists, a policy of belrayal

Mo common platform with the social
demacracy, or with the leaders of the
German  frode unions, ne common  pub-
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Communism or Fascismin Germany?

We cannot emphasize too strongly the importance of the developments

that are now unfolding in the class strugele in Germany to paraphrase the
warnings contalned in the recent siudjes

of eomrade Trotsky: Tnless the

&
leaders of the Communist Parly of Goermany make a sharp turn away Tmm!
dhefr present attitude, the fate not cinly of the German revolution bot of the
international workiug class will be castastrophically determined for a long
of imposing the execution of tols turn
that every class consclous worker, every Communist militant, and above all
the fighter in the Left Opposition, must direct all energics at the present me-
meeting, in  every revolutionary organization.

ihes  terrifie situation which ls  belng

Every opportunity must be taken to arouse the Communist workers
in particulur to the need of apcting as pevolytionists, that is, of Intervening

demanding that the course of the Ger-
Instead of

that nationnl self-rentersdness  which

has characterlzed it in recent years, pays litile or wo atténtion to the German

v dealing with trifling episodes, ape their
True

ns it must be put If victory and not
stirring battles that are imminent in

This second contribution to the question by comrade Trotsky which is
printed #iere 8 not our frst word and wiil not be our last
ist, every revelutionary worker concetped with the triuvmph of our great

Every opporiuan-

phagis on the subject which Is =0 richly
r exiled lemder. The task of defending

and advancing the interests of the militant proletariat haz fallen once mors

zeil  In our ranks, (Greal historical
nd how like the German struggle, are
nual to the test,

lications, banners, placards! ‘March sep
arately, but strike unitedly ! Agrse only
how to strike. whom to strike, and when
Lo strike! Sach an agrecment can be
concluded even with the devil Jimself,
with his grandmother and even  with
Noske amd Crzezinaky., On  one  comdi-
tlon; not fo Bod one's own hands,

+ I is necessary, withont any delay fin-
ally to elaborste a practical system of
mensures—not with the aim of merely
exposing” the ascial democracy (before
the Communists), bat with the nkm of
actunl stroggle  against  Fasclsm., ‘The
questlon of factory defense organizations,
of unhampered activity on  the part
of the factory councils, the inviel-
ability of the workers ofganizations
and ipstitntions, the guwestion of ar-
senals  that may be seilzed by the
Fuseciats, the question of measures n the
cage of an emergency, that is, of the co-
ordinatlon of the actionz: of the (‘om-
munizt and the =oclal democratic divi-
along In the struggle, ate., ete., mmnal Le
dealt with in this program,

In the strogpele against Fasclsm, 1he
faetory councils occupy an enormously
important position. Here a particalarly
precise prograom of action % necessary.
Every factory must become an aoti-fase
fat bilwark, with ita own commandants
atdd s own battalloms. It i pecessary
to have a map of the Fasclat armorkes
amd all other  Fasclst strong-holds, in
every city and in  every district. The
Faszcistz are attempting to encireles the
revolutionary strong-holds. The encirel-
ers must b encireled ! On this lmais, o
pact with the social  slemocratic aod
trade wwion organizations is not only per-
mizgable, bat g daty. To reject this for
reagons of “priociple’ (in reality e
cape of bureancératle stupidity, or what
Iz atill worse, becouse of cowardiee) §=
to give direct and immediote ald  to
Fascizm,

A practbeal progeam of  agreements
with the soclal democratic workers, we
propoged o8 far back as September, 1930,
{The Tum in the Cominterm and the
Situation in Germany, published by the
Militant), that is, & year and a quarter
ago, What has the lesdership undertak-
en In this directlon? Next to  nothing,
The Central Committes of the Commuandst
Party has taken up  everyithing  except
that which forms its direct tansks, How
much valuable, irrevocable time has bsen
loat. Trualy, there 18 pot much {ime left,
The program of action must be strietly
practical, atrietly objective, to the polnt,
without any of those artifielal “claims™

ers at this time, when It is o matter of

k without any after-thoughts, so that every

The Workers United Front against Fascism

average aeeinl demoeratie  worker- Ccan
say to himsell: What the Communists
prropase §8 completely  indispen=ible D
the struzele agninst Fasclam, On  this
bagle eoncdition it iz possible to poll the
gocinl demeeratic workers  along  with
ng by onr ecxample audl (o eriticize their
leadera who will inevitably serve as a
check and o brake.  Ouly in this way is
victory poszible,

A Good Quotation from Lenin,
The preseot day eplgones, that s, the

theroughly bod diselples of Leoin, ke
to il np thelr gaps on every oecasion
that offers itaelf with—often entieely ir-
relevant=—quotntions. «For the Marxiszts,
the question is oot decided by & quotation
bat by means of a correct method. I
ogpe i gulded by correct methods, it is
noft hard te alze find the fAtting quota-
tlome.  Afler T had ddrawn (e above
apalogy with the Kernilovy insnrrection,
I =aid to my=ell: We can probably fimd
a theoretfeal explanation for our hleck
with #e concillators i the atruggle
agninst Kornilov, In Lenin.  And sctual-
I¥. here is what I found in the scsand
part of volume XIV of the Russinn codl-
tiom, in n letier of Lenin to the Confral
Committer, written at the begluning of
Heplember, 1017 ¢

“Even at the preamc it 1= not onr duty
fu support the Kerensky  Government.
That would be unprincipled.  Someoie
asked : then wo are not tn fight against
Kornilov? Naturally, we are. Dut tlhat
iz not one amd the zame (hing, There i
a limdt to thiz, It (g belog tranzeressed
by many Rolsheviks who fall inte “con-
cilintloniem™ aml allow themeelves: fo b
driven by the earrent of eventa,

"We shall fAght., we o fight agalist
Rorniloy but we do not supporl Keren-
sky, we are uncovering his wenknesses,
The distinctlon ja very delleate, but high-
Iy important, and must not be forgetten.

“Whereln does the change of our tme-

ties, after the Kornilov  insurrection,
cons=lgh®
“In thiz, that the forms of struggle

against Kerensky vary. Withont dim-
inishing our hostillty against him even hy
g note, without taking back one waord
from what we hove sald agninst him,
without rejecting the task of overthrow-
ing Kercnaky, we say: We must ealeulate
the moment, we will not overthrow Ker-
ensky at present. We appreach the gues-
tion of the siruggle against him differ-
ently  amd  nomely: by explaining the
weaknesses and vacillations of Kerensky

before the  people. (whe are Aghting
saninat Kormilov)®™,
We are proposing  nothing  Jifereni

from this: complete independence of
the Communist crganizations amd pross,
complete . freedom of Communist erltbe-
ism, the same for the social democrncy
and the trade unions. To allow the free-
dom of the Communist Party to be lim-
ited (for example, in the manner of
the entrames inte the Kuoe Min Tang)
only desplenbles opportunista are capable
of. Owr place {8 wot among them

There is nothing to take back from our
eriticism of the socinl demoeracy. Noth-

ing to forget of all that hos been,  The
entire hiztorical secoant, ineluding  the
aeeount for Karl Lichknecht aml Tosa

Luoxemburg will be presented in time, as
we Russion Belsheviks wlso presented it
finally to the Menshevika and -Social
Ievoluticnaries ns a general ucconnting
for the baiting, alander, imprisonment
and murder carried on agalnst workers,
aoldiers and peagants,

But we presented our general account
to them monthe after we had willlzed the
partial aceounting between Kerensky anid
Kornilov, between the "“demoeratz" and
the Fascis{s—and at that in order to re-
vzl the Fasclats with all the more cer-
tainty, Ounly thanks to this cireomstance,
were we alle to by victorioua,
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When the Centeal Comonittes of the
Communist Party of Germany pdopis the
pasitlon expreszsed In the lines of Lenin
quoted above, the entite approach to the
socinl slemocratie masges and the irade
wnion arganizotions will ehavge with one
blow : Instead of the articles and apeech-
e which are conviocing only o thoso
people whe are already convineed withs
aut them, the agitators will find g con-
mon langunge withaeew hunidreds of Cho-
siinds and  millions of workers, The
differentialion within the =zocinl demoera-
ey wlll proceml in rapld  tempe. The
Fuscials will soon begin to fesel that thele
taigks congist not only of defeating Bruen-
ingr, Brovn and Wels, but in taking ap
the open’ sirugezle  apalust  the  entire
working «lnss, Om this plane, a deop
differgutiation will fwevitebly begin with-
in Fazclam. Only by thiz rosd 18 vie-
tory possible,

But it iz necessary to desire this vie-
fory. In the meantime, there oee gmong
the Communist functionaries many cow-
ardly carcerists amml  Duareaucrotz  whao
Itold on Eo their little posts, to thelr in-
come anid more than that,—In ihelr skins,
very denrly. These creatores are  [n-
elined to sprout wlten-radiesl phrases un-
dermenth which Is coneealsl 0 wretch-
el and despicable fatali=m. “Withont
a victory over the social democracy it
is impossible to strike arainat Fosclsm 17,
aay auch terrible pevelutionaries, and
for this reason . . . they are  getting
ready their possporis,

JWorker-Communiets, you are hundreds
of thousands, millions, you cannot leave
for anywhere; there are not enough pags.
portg for you, Should Faseism achieve
power It will elde over your skulls and
epines like a frightful tank. Your eal-
vatlon lies In merciless  struggle.  Awnd
anly unnity in stroggle with the soclal
democratie workers can bring  victory.
Make haste, worker-Commupnists, yon
have very little time Jeft.

- L. TROTSKY.
Eadikoy, December 8, 1831
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