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The French C.Q.T.U. Congress

Issue of Trade Union Unity Confounded by Stalinists

*ee

The last congress of the revolutionary
trade union center of the French work-
cra—the . G, T. U.—Unitary Confeder-
ation of Labor—was awalted with =
great deal of curlosity amd with mueh
bope. Cuorlosity and to a certain degree
also anxiety, on the part of the bour-
geolsle and the reformists, for whoem the
revolutionary center, Do matier how
weak ‘It may be, constlintes nevertheless
g conslstent aml serious obatacle Lo the
exploitatlon and the deception of the
workers, and particularly In  tlmes of
economlbc erlsis threatens o Ecome &
dangerops enwny and rally the masses
about It. In this sense too, were dir-
ected the hopes of the workers who had
expected from this congress that iv would
corpeet the false line of the post few
years And establish a detailed progrim
for the straggles Lo come.

A few months ago, the congress of the
reformists had been held sod bad  de-
monstrated the gisorder and the weak-
neas of the peformists as well as the dde-
sire of the bromd masses umler thelr
leadership In the C, G. T, to unlte with
the revelutionarles for mutual support
In the fiuture struggles. AL the tlme,
thie C. . T U., which was also scheduled
to hold its congress, had postpened It
on the request of the I 1 L. UL in
order to be able to prepare it better by
profiting from the results achieved by
tha congress of the C. G. T. The pre-
Congressional diseussion of the G G T.
1., which eoipncided with & mew lurn in
the French Communist party did in-
deed, despite the distortions of the Cen-
trists, appear to be orlentated toward
aerlons reconsiruction.

“Self-Critlelsm™

Many of the mistakes committed In
the past, daring the third periced, bhad
been severely criticlzed by the membar-
ghip of the wnlobs as well as by the
leaders: there was a real Held day for
self-criticlsm and not even Monmousseau,
the genmeral gecretary of the C. G. T. T.
had been spared. ¢ Little by litle, there
wag g return to trode gnion democracy,
which attained ita apex when articles
of Left Oppositionists (noaturally, de
ranged in the well known Stalinlst man-
ner) appeared in the official party press.
on one of the most burning questions of
the trade union movement in Fraoce,
in the gquestlon of teade unlon uolty,
the leadership of the C. G. T. U, after
geveral changes of positlon, even appear-
ed to come close to the position adopted
from the very first by the Left Opposl-
tion, and taken up later on by a number
of irnde union tendencles, that s  to
gay, the positlon of unity throngh an
amalgamation conference on the basls of
the right to organize fractions and free-
dom of discusslon,

To b sure, the bureaucrats gave thelr
own Interpretations to this program be-
fore the congress, wsdding thelr own
formulas, such as “class atroggle unity™,
in order to eobscure the lssues, But sinee
it had for once token the correct path,
it was hoped that an unanimous solutlon
would be arrlved at by the congress
The bellef that the . G. T. U, had final-
Iy found the road toward trade union
wnity wpb strengthensd by the fact that
Monmoussean was sharply criticized In
the Communist press by Losovsky him-
gelf for his article “A United C, G. T, a
. 0. T, of Betrayal', and by the- fact
that even within the leading Communist
fractlon of the ©. G, T. T. there was
a strong current in faver of reentering
the reformist . G. T. All hopes re
celved n bratal rebuff from the congreas
of the C. G. T. U, itself.

Monmousseau Reports
The report on the activity since the
last congress, presented by Rlonmous-
seau, contalned an open admission of
‘the false Hne and the heavy mistakes
committed by the Centrist leadership,
During  this tlme the C. G. T. 1. had

M

lost 100,000 members while the reform-
istz recorded & perlod of growth. Not

ong of the many strikes that had E.uken
place In the eourse of the two years of
the third period had been soccesaful
According to the reporter himself, the
genoral, llne of the O . T. U. had beésn
impregoated with ultra-left sectarianlsm.
The only thing which Monoussesu took
pride in, was the forecast of the crisis
which they were supposed to have mads
hefors anyone else

To hide thelr own sad balanee, @nd
in order to distract attention from their
own mistakes, Monmoupssean launched o
violent atback sgalnst the minorliy
groupa of all tendemcies. 1t was just
along this line of biding their own weak-
nesses 08 mueh as possible, that the
congress proceeded, organlzing all sorts
of wvorlferogs demonstrations against
the variouzs minoTitles, The B0 dele-
gates, 300 more than at the last con-
Erias, wers to hide the loss of 100,000
members. The perfect unanlmlity in the
resolations that were vobed were to wipe
out the barrenness of the discussion
among the delegates who wefe composed
for the greater part of appoiotées of
the party aod the C. G. T. U

The activity report.(asd the discussion
that was reshed through withoul aroos-
Ing very much attention,) received a
ma jority of 1333 votes against 165, among
the latter being the 31 votes of the min-
prity tendency in the Teschers® Unlon
which stands very close to our own con-
ceptions.

The Isswe of Trade Unlon Unlty

The pivetal point of the congress was
the guestlon of trade union ynlty. Much
has been writtenu about this guestion in
our Opposition press. Before (he con-
gress, this guestion was posed In the
following muoner: eversbody expected a
decisive step on the part of the O G T.
U. which was to represent, on the one
hand, a reply to the mancuvers of Jou-
huiix at the last congress of the C. G. T,
at which he issued a damagoglc slogan
in faver of unlty: aod oo the other hand,
to show that the Communist leaders of
the trade pnlons are penuine protagonlsis
of wilty whereas the chiels of the min-
ority who have sefzéd on the unily lssge
‘a8 g gort of an old war horse, in reallty
alm at the liguidation of revolutlooary
anlonism, fo the great advantage of the
reformiats,

The reporter on the unity question was
one of the younger secretaries of the C.
G. T. T.—Gitton—whoe has already, de-
apite hia youth, actumulated in practise
all the stupiditles of the elder bureau-
erals, In fact that constitutes his fame.
His report did not belle 1k It was
a melange of ultra-Left ideas on the lm-
possibility of ever having unity with the
reformists, on the “united fromt from
below™, unlty within the C. G. T. 1., ete.
At one point, hin sweep of eloquence led
him to even go as far as to repent Mom-
ousmeau’s [imous phrass; “A Unifled ©.
G. T, aC G T of Betrayal”.

In brief, Gitton's report was decidedly
anti-unitarian amd refuted everything
ihat had been writbén or done in favor
of unity before the congress in the of-
flelal Commuonlet press,

This position served as the best wea-
pon for the demagogy of the antl-Com-
munist minority leaders copneched with
the *“Unity Committes’ and greatly face
ilitated their work of dislnbegration
within the revolutionary trade unlon
center,

Minority Delegates Propose Correct Line

The delegates of the Teachers Feders-
tion amnd the autonomous Federation of
Functionaries tried in vain to push
through a resolutlon in favor of unlty,
stressing particularly that they Thed
nothing In common with the lguidators
of the “Unity Committee”, The gather-
ing of appoloted officials did not follow
them bpt obeyed Iostructions from

nbove,

The R. 1. L. U. delegate, Dehlem, who
teok part io the debates, on his own parf
developed the sectarian theory of red

unlons, He boasted of the ereatlon of
sectarlan organlzations like the R G, O.
in Germany, the “Retonstroctlon Come-
mittee” in Spaln and declared himself
opposed o unity.

Three motivns were taken tu o vole:
that of the Unbty Committes for reentr-
unce futo the-reformist ©. G.T., that of
the Tenchers” Federation (the same as
that of the Left Oppozition) amd that of
the majority of the Confederation, Natur-
ally, the majority motlon recelved an
overwhelming majority. But one can judge
how serloos ihis vote was by the fact
alone that the delegates were Informed
about the contents of the majority motion
only after the coggress had adjourned.
The formulation of this motion Fepresents
a document full of Centrist confusion, in
which the united front {8 econfounded
with unity, hiding bebind radical phrases
the clear intention of the Centrist lends
ers of the . G, T. U. not to pay any

attentlon to the sentiment for wualty.

RBush Through Agends

Onee the question of unity had been
decided on by the Congress, all the other
queations were rushed throngh hastily,
despite thelr great importance, The re
ports on the Unemployment demands, on
the forelgn-born workers, brought forth
no discusslon whatsoever, The only ef-
fect of the turn scemed to be the re
cogoftion of the necesalty to  fisht for
immediate demands, contradicting there-
by the whole theory of the third period.
Thiz elementary truth was announced
triumphantly as a npew dlscovery al-
though no concrete proposnls of work
wire made with regard to the organi:
gatton of the united front, the immedi-
ate twetie, ete. In one of the mosr burn-
Ing questions of the present moment in
France, in the guestlon of the forelgn
born worker, who 15 among the very
first victims of the crisls and of the capl-
talist repression, the Congress of the O,
G. T. U. had nothing to say. In short,
the congress was one of the worat in the
existence of the . G, T. U.

If, from the polnt of view of rev-
olutionary Importance, the congress of
the C. G. T. U. cannot be compared with
the congress of the O, G, T., we can only
deplors the fact that so many hopes were
shattersd, thit so much faith in the
congress wag destroyed by Its derisive
reply. A great deal of offort and many
months will be nseded to bring the G,
(3. T. 1. buck to its correct path, to the
rond of revolotlopary unlonlam. The
peonomic situmtion in France is growing
worse every day, unemploymeni which
was negligible up to the present, ls b
coming » real menace, the working class
ia preparing to react, the necessity of
a mass trade unlon organization with a
revolutionary program ls becoming an
imperative necessity.

Left Opposition Has Correet Path

From the point of view of numbers and
gtrenpth, the actlvity of the Left Op-
position ot the congress was YTy weak.
The mistakes committed in the past
the errors of the “Unitary Opposition”,
the absence of theses on the trade union
question that should have been elabor-
ated by our Natlomal Conference, all
this conteibuted to the fact  that the
position of the Oppositlon was not iz
tended with the necesaary vigor at the
CONEress.

AL the congresa itself certaln mistakes
were committed in the vote on the pell-
tleal report. This mistake was later
aorrected by the Executive Comlsslon,
On the other hand, we did not seek any
pontact with the federation and unlons
that defended the same point of view as
purselves, which constltuted 5 stcond
grave mistake, so that our own rezolutlon
recelved only one vole

In spite of all this, the perspectives
of the Left Opposition, which alone haw
the correct path at the present, are wery
good. Jts role will take on a greater
importance as the crisis will develop and
{t should show ltself capable of peme-
trating the broader- masses.

Trecember, 1931 FELIX.

A Letiter to Andres III!_II

The Catalonian Separatists, Soviets, and the Communists

Dear Friend:
I have rectlved vour letter of August
o5th, You pose the guestion to yoursell:

ahall we ¢all upon the workers to joln
the Party or the (Catalonlan) federa-
tion? ‘The local conditions speak in fav-
of of the federatlon. The general—
gpanish—conditions speak In  favor of
the Party. From the practieal point of
vlew, that i§, from the polnt of view
of the relatlonship of forcea at the glven
moment, it 18 difficalt to solve this pro-
plem, but it scems to me that our prio-
clple position ls really of declsdve lm-
portance: we declare that we are o fac-
tlon of the Party, a faction of the Com-
intern. The main struggle against as ls
eurried on along the lne that we are
wepemles” of the U, 5 8. R. and the
Comintern. Even Maurin lives on thi
crumbs that fall from this table

If we call upon the workers to joln
the federation, we compromise oursalves
on the whole Spanish and on the Inter-
national scale. Do we galn at all, on the
Catalonian scale? If we conslder the
present results of the co-operation with

the federation. wo find that we have

derfved more harm than proft from it
The entire Comintern press, and the
Pravda in partienlar, has held us respon-
alble for Maurin's opportunlat confusion-
sm. Comrade Mill's articles in La
Yerite also contributed to a great extent
in the matter. Nevertheless, we have
been forced to break with the federation
and we have left almose empty-handed,
In other words, the experiences of the
co-operation with the federation have
wenkened uws on the whole SBpanieh, as
well as  International, seale  without
helping us any on the Catalonlan scale
It 1a time to draw ap the balamce, In
my opinlon, we ought to execunte an
abrupt turn of polley here, to avold con-
tinuing to be confused with Maurin—to
hiz advantage and to-our own disadvan-
tag.

Lt would be most corpect to call apon
the workers to joln the Communist Laft
factlon, to bulld up their own units and
to demand admisslon into the Patry, That
| does not at all prevent ua from slmnltan-

eously bullding up Left wing units In

the federation as well as in the official
pParts. But such a polkey requires an
officinl center, no metter how amall, of
the Left Oppositlon in Catalenla. You
will perhaps recall that I jnalated omn
this from the very first day of your ar-
fival In Barceloma, but, unfortunately,
without snceess. At the present time,
ton, I cannot Beé any other wWa¥Y.
The Slogan of Soviets

Maurin hag Isued the slogam: “All the
power to the proletariat” I think you
are quite right In polnting out that he
nas chosen slogans of this sort in ordar
to put up a bridge tor himself to the
ayndicallsts and to lend himself the
appearance of greater ptrangth than he
actually possesses. Unfortunately. the
pursait of ApPEATANCEs iz very strong in
politics, and very dishstrous in ravolu-
tlonary polithes. T ask mysclf (at iimes)
why there are no Soviets In Spain. What
jg the canse of this? In my formar let-
ter, 1 expressed several ldeas [n this
respect. [ have developed these much
more amply in the articla I gent ¥ou om0
workers' control jn  Germany. It ap-
pears that the slogan of the “juntas” 18

The extermal difficulties for Commun-
Ism in Germany are growing. Every day
brings new advanees of the fascists. Let
us ennmerate thom briefly : the gathefing
of the ferces of the reactlonary coalltion
at Harzsborg, which did not, it is teoe,
lead to the immediate collapes of the

Bruoening governmeént, but whosd escone
omic progrom is becoming more and
more the common property of the whole
bourgeolsle. The electlons in Hoemborg,
in Anhalt and in Hesse (the latter two
arg small federated statea) which led o
really phantastic suceesses for the Nazls,
They almost deubled thelr voles over
last year. Four parties are left alto-
gether: the Nazis, the clerical Center,
with Bruoenlng, the greatly reduced Soc-
fal Idemocratie party and the Commun-
ist Party. It must be obeerved that the
. P, G, did actually harness the great-
est part of the voles (not the member-
shipy that have been swept awny from
the HSoclal Democracy and that only the
petty boorgeols camp  followers  have
gone over to the Fasclata.

It 1a most noteworthy that the Fasc-
lats have succeedsd in crushing the petty
bourgesis parties, but have pot pene-
trated into the bulk of the proletariat.
Mevertheless, thelr parliamentary sue-
cosses are cxtremely menscing, all the
more =0, alnee they are necompanled by
an ever growing extra-parHamentiary ac-
tivity. The bleody terror, tolerated and
even encouraged by the pollee and the
| couTts of the republic, built up and

constantly on the rise (Eleven workers
gourderd by Fasclsts in the month be
twesn October 18 to November 18 alone).
One of ita classlcal examples s Brons-
wick. Therse we already have Nasl
mintsters. One bundred thousand armed
Mazls marched into the state, and un-
disturbed by the police of thelr party
comrades, they undertook a  veritable
punitive expedition iato the proletarian
guarters, after the style of the HHallan
model, spnopnéiog therebhy thelr future
tactie, Finally, the wnderhand dealings
of the seml-faseist Brusndng government,
which enjoys the sapport of the 8. I I,
with Hitler, show with what speed we
are godng aver to Faselam.

Proletariat Develops United Front
Agninst Fascism

What must be done now? Instinctively,
the working class entered on the correct
path when it closed its ranks and dis-
regarded party affiliations In its active
defense ngainat the Fascista by powerfal
atrikes on the day the victims of the
Fasrists were burled., Here there was
formed the onbed fromi, positive seatl-
ment for which hag beén wvery sLrong
in the factorles, deapite all  illuslons.
On this basis of common struggle against
Fasgelsm, the . P G. ought to have ap-
proached the reformist workers, and in
Jorder to destroy their illusiona—the re-
formist organizations as well, as was
already suggested by comrade Trotsky
a year ago. Likewise, it ought to ex-
ploit the strong sentiment against wage
reduetlons in factorles in order to build
np the united front, which is the pre-
requisite for all further development of
the clpss strugele in Germany. But for
thia, it was nocessiry to Carry on s§8-
tematle work toward the formation of
g Left wing in the reformist trade un-
lone. The extraordinary danger Inher-
ent §n the sltuation demands jost soch
a tactle. In an open letter to the Ger-
man Central Committee, the German
Opposition has made conerete proposals

leading to the establishment of the

united front,

C. P. Falls To Carry Out United Front
Toward 8. P. D.

Deapite all Itz talk about the united

ne=nolated in the minds of the Spanish
workers with the slogan of Soviets, pnd
for thizs reason It seems too sharp, too
declsive, top “Husslan™ to them—that Is
to gay, they look at It in a diferent light
than the HRusslin workers did at the
corresponding stage. Are we nol  con-
fronted with an historical paradox, when
ihe exlstence of Soviets in the U, B. B
i. paralyzes the creation of Sovieta In
athiér revolutlonury countries? This gues
tion must be given the utmost attention
in privata converaations with workera in
different parta of the country. At any
ovent, 1f .the slogan of Soviets (juntaz)
does not cateh (not yet?), them we must
poncentrate on the slogan of factory
committess, [ wrote on this subject in
the article on workers' control mentioned
above. On the basls of factory commit-
tees, we can develop the Hoviet organd-
gation without referring to them by
THLTELE,
Workers' Control

On the guestlon of workers' control,
you are, in my opinion, aloolotely cof-
ot s bo renounce workers' control only
because the reformists—in words—want
it, would be an enormous stupidity. On
the eontrary, that is just why we shonld
gelge upon it all the more eagerly and
force the reformist workers to put It
into practiee by means of the united

protected by the Soelal Demoeracy, 1s|

front with us, and on the basis of thig

IN GERMANY

LR K
front, the party leadership hos proved
ftaelf idfcapable of actually bringlng 1t
about. It i3 too inextrlcably tied down
by its ultra-Left phrases, to be able to
build up & moevement on a broad basis

Bt can only concelve of that sort of o
united front with the sovinl democratie

workers, which requires of the latter
adherence to its own organlzations. s
entlee trade wnlon work invelvea unsuc-
cegaful and impotent attempta ot the
erection of trade unions of its own,

The sectarlanism of the party leader-
ship gocs to such great bounds, that the
leadership of the 5. P, G, can afford to
offer a united front to the party through
its spokesman, Breitscheld, although the
social democrats fear the unlted front
more than the devll himeelf, Dot they
know only top well that the party will
not at all try to force them to kecp their
word. o they can afford this maneuver
ag 0 concession to the sentiment within
their ranks and to bring pressure on the
Bourgenisie.

False Strategy of C. P. Holgs
Grave Dangers Tor Workers

The real misfortune lies in the false
strafegy that is behind the whole tactle
of the Communist Party, a strategy
which, by distupting the labor move-
ment from within, iz much more dan-
gerous than the external enemy, the
Fasciste, The German Opposition has
opened ap a determined struggle against
this strategy in its open letter. It bears
on no less & question than that of evhlu-
ating the victory of the Fascists. After
confulling the questlon for years, de-
pignating fret the reformist, then the
cletleal povernment as Fascist, the arty
today declares, In view of the threat
of a Fasciat victory: “The Fascist gen-
tlomen do not frighten ua...They are
going te go smash much faster than
every other govamment.” (Remmele in
the Relchatag, Oct. 14).

What does this mean? The Fasclst
upheaval iz inevitable, we are not in A&
positlon to prevent §t, but that is no
cause bp e worrled, not a very greéat
misfortune ; the Fasclsts will very ra-
pldly disintegrate; under thelr blows the
gnited front will really have 1o be
forged together, the victory of Fascism
s & necessary sbep toward the viclory
of the proletariat, This ldeslogy iz not
confined to the mouthpieces of the lead-
ershlp alone, but has, unfortunately, in-
festod the minds of many sincere me
bers as well. All this sounds terribly
radieal. And yet behind the radical
phraseology (not for the first time, ag
ihe Bulparian June days have proved,
among othen things) there is eoncealed
what Iz most despicable for revolution-
arles, namely: eapitulation. Thelr par-
tinl ideologienl capltulation before Fasc-
{gm, arlsing with the ‘national program”™
amd the “people’s revolution”. of neces-
pity lends to what very nearly amounts
tohetrayal In practice

Stalinist Policy Leads to Capiluntion
Before Enemy

The roots of this sentiment are quite
obylows, They Iie in the complete poli-
tieal impotence of the party in the face
of ita task to withstand the rise of Fosc-
lam by organizing the united [ront. As
always, the Centrist bureaucraty I8
transforming itz own incapabllity imto
& law of ngture, and they stili enjoy
the conflilence of the membership, which,
with Its eguipment of ultra-Left phrases,
likewise has no falth in the poasibility
of establishing the united fromt and
gladly leave this task to Eitler. This
sentiment {8 an expresslon of despair,
slgnifying that the party has lonnded in
A MmOoTass.

After the Prussian plebdscite, Trofsky

]

sxperience push them into oppogition to
Caballerp and the other fakers

We gucceeded in ereating Sovieta in
Russlg only because they were demanded,
together with wh, also by the Mensheviks
and the 8. R, though for other ends. We
cannot create any Boviets In Spain pre-
clgely becanse neither the Socialists ner
the syndicailats want Sovieta. That
means that the pnited front and the or-
ganizational unity with the majority of
the working-class cannot be created wn-
der this slogan. Hut here s Caballero
himaelf, foreed to it by the pressnre of
the masses, selzing upon the slogan of
workers' control and thereby opening the
door for the united fromt pollcy and to
an organization embracing the majorlty
of the working=class. We must take @A
hold of it with both hands. Certalnly,
Caballers will want to transform work-
sra’ control into the control of the capl-
tallst over the workers. Butb that ques-
tion mlready belongs ln the domain of
the relattonship of foreces inside the
working-class, [f we succead in creating
tactory committees all over the country,
then in this revolutlonary epoch that we
are witnesslng, Messra. Caballero  will
have lost the decksive battle,
The Separatist Movement and the
Iberian Soviet Federation

You deseribe how one can ald Madril-
ene liberallsm by distorting the idea that

A Very Dangerous Strategic Error

Policy of the Communist Party Hastens Facist Menace

vary corfectly wrote of the “school of

bureancratie centrlam, as the school of
capitulation™ (witness China, Germany
in 1923, England, Poland, Bulgarla, Fio-
land, ete.) It ks well known that Stalin
counsgelled the German Communists even
in 15 nop to seize power themselves,
but te allow the PFascists o try thelr
haopd first. In the latest Centrist strat-
epy of capitulation, the beaching of s
jalism im one country also plays a mnot
unimportant parct. “They do not wank £
endapger Hussian consiructios, which Is
to complete sociallsm in a few years, by
risking a German revolution, bul muoch
prefer to do the one after the _other,
according to the bureaucratie calendar,
forgetting all the while bow greatly ino-
terventton la facilitated by this wvery
tactic,

The Menace of (érman Fascism

The one amd only Marxist fashlon of
piing the guoestlon Is to take Iinto ac-
count the eatire experiveces of the inter-
natlenal working class  (Italy, efc).
“The victory of Fasclsm means the sup-
presaion of the German revoelution for
a pevied of years and plmoat  certain
death for the U 8, 85 R. It is the rev-
clutlenary task of the German proletariat
to prevent Fasclam from selzing power.
The fate of the proletariat s completely

and entirely bound u~ with this pro-
blem." {Open Letter of the German
Cipfosition ).

Their policy of despair is also expres-
gedl i the fact that, at a time when
axtra-parllamentary actions against Fasc-
lam amd wage slashing constitute the
only proper weapons, the party relles
on parlinmentary aetions. Thus, it pro-
poses the disselotion of the diet im
Baxoeny, although the diet has become
completely meaningless In the eyes of
the masses, and although that eon only
reanlt i g “onited front”™ sith the Fasc-
sz, aa In Irusala, and thereby only
gerves to obstruct the genulne united
front; and despite the fact that in con-
tradistinction to the Prussinn eplsode,
it is quite clear in advance that the
Faselata and nof the party wounld be thé
henefleiaries of such an  actlon. Buat
aich & policy of self-deception ia quite
in line with apd completely justified by
the latest strategy.

Flght To Remove C. P. Policy of Despair

We are approaching the eml of a cer-
tuin phase of development. The wltta-
Lefi phraseology ends In rollen oppor-
tanksm, with a eapitulationist ldeslogy,
wiitbely, transeribed into practise, is boumnd
to bring muech worse results tham o
1923, It cannot be determined in  ad-
vance whether Centrizm will follow this
path through to the end. It is preclse-
Iy the pature of Centrism that makes
more turna possible—and more adventur-
fgm. But the dangers of surrendering
withont & atruggle are very great. For
this reason, and precizely because Cen-
trlsm 13 1n & certain degree suseeptible
to persnasion, all forces must be set In
maetlon agalust the dissstroos strategy
of despair. It iz a maotter of life and
death for German, even for international
Cominunism. ==E. BATER.

Laipziz, Nov. &0, 1031
e ——]

the Balkapizntion of the Iberiam penin-
gula is lbeonsistent with the sim of the
proletariat, nnd by employing 1t indis-
criminntely. You are quite rlght. If I
have not uynderscored 0 sulliclently  in
my preceding letter, I am prepared to do
g0 with ten-fold stress right now. The
analogy between the two peninaulas real-
Iy pewls to be completed,. There was &
time when the Balkan peninsula was
unified under the domination of the Tork-
ish gentry, the milliarists and the pro-
consuls. The oppressed people longed
for the overthrow of their oppreasors,
If the ides that we do not want any
partitioning of the peninsula bhad been
counterposgd (o these asplrailons of the
people, that would have meant acting as
lackeys to the Turkish paszhas and beys,
On the other hamd, however, we Koow
that the Balkan peoples liberated from
the Turkish yoke, have been at ohe an-
other's throat for decades. In this qoes-
tlom, teo, the proletarinn sanguard can
apply the polot of view of the permanent
revolution ; liberatlon from the lmperial-
fat yoke as the most Imporiant element
of the democratle revolution leads im-
medlately to the Faderation of Soviet
Republics as the state form for the pro-
letarlan revalution. Not opposing  the
democratie revolution, buwt, on the con-
trary, supporting it completely even un-
der the form of separation (that is, sup-
porting the struggle and not the fllu-
sional, we nt the same time brimg our
own independent position info the dem-
oeratle revolution, recommending, coon-
gseling, propagating the Idea of the Soviet
Federatlon of the Iberian peninsula as
a constltuent part of the United Siates
of Europe, Only under this form Is my
conception complete. Neddless to say,
the Madrld comrades and the Spanish
comrades In general showld vse partiea-
larly great diseretion with regard to the

Balkanlzatlon argument.
—IL. TROTBEX.

Kudikoy, Sept. 1st, 1881



