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ON WHICH SIDE?

The defense of workers under persocu-
tion by the state authorities of capital-
ism for thelr activity in the labor move-
ment is & class quoestion, and therefora
a question of principle. It makes no
difference what the opinionsg or afilia-
tlens of the prisonera may be. Blows
directed against them are in reality dir-
ected pgainst thelr class, In such an
lasue there are only two sldes, and thera
s only one guestion to answer: On
which alde do you stand?

This questin of principle is now com-
ing to the front most inalstently in the
case of Soderberg, Bunker, and Trajer,
{he members of the Independent Tide
water Boatmens Unlon, who bave been
selected for victmization in the New
York “dynamite plot”. In  reality the
frame-up s directed sgaiost their unlen,
and by that fact, againgt the entire
wolking clusg. The membera of the L
T, B. U. have not been deceived by the
attempt to pass off the frame-up as &
progecution of Individusl “criminals™.
The uynlon has already taken a declded
gtand on the case. It has recognized
that the fght against the frame-up s &
fight for its own existence as an OF-
panization and bas made the defenss
of Soderberg, Bunker and Trajer 1ts own,
The question now presents ltself cate-
gorlcally : For the boat ownors, the pol-
ioce, and the ageng provocateur on the
one slde—or, for the Tidewater Boat-
mens Union and its persecuted mem-
bers on the other, An ordinary trade
uplon militont who has been through 4
few fights with the boss class, Lo say
nothing of an enlightened class conscl-
oz worker, should hiave mo dficolty in
declding where he stands

Ag in all anti-labor frame-ups of the
paat there 13 a grest deal of pblice
propaganda belng carrled on to becloud
the issue and confuse the workers, This
propagands hasz s uncensclous  mowth-
pleces fn the labor movement, In the
early days of the Mooney case and also
in the Sacco-Vanzetti case we saw e
game thing. People who are nalve
epongh to believe anything they are told
by the frame-up gung withbold their
help from the defensa, And o these
dicelved ones must be added thoss who
alander the prisopers at the time of thelr
greatest need in order to cover up and
justify their own treachery and coward-
fee. One of the first tasks in defending
workres in a case of this kind i to
tear the muask from the face of these
camouflaged pollee  agents  and  show
them np in their froe lght belore the|
workers,

The people who went around whisper-
Ing that Mooney and Rillings were really
“oyfilty”, and who did the same thing
in regard to Sacco and Vanzettl when
the case fArst broke, have thelr gounter-
parts In the case of the marine w{rﬂl:-r
ers pow faclng frial, This treacherous
propaganda was strongest at the moment
when the prisoners were first arrested
and put through the torture of the
third degree, whén they appearsd to be
alone and friendless with no obe  to
ppeak for them or to help them. But
ginee the defense movement began (o
take shape, and the wnion rallied s
forces for the fght, the voluntary helpers
of the prosecution have begun to heat &
retreat. This process will be  scceler-
atisd ms the 1ssoe 1s brought clearly into
the open and the honest workers rally
around the banner of labor solidarity.

In a previous lssue we called atien-
tlon to the abominable statement of-the
Daily Worker on the case—the statement
polsoned with the apirlt of class treach-
ery. Some elemenis in the I. W. W,
whoeae alm in e iz to demonstrate on
gevery cecasion that they are Just as
rotten as  the  Stelinist  bureaucrats,
brought out a statement of the same
character in the Dec. 18t issue  of
Indostrial Solidarity. Dut thia brooght
g reactlon from the 1. W. W. members
in New York which is worthy of emu-
lation by the Communist workers in the
ranks of the party. Here is a copy of a
telegram sent to Indusirial Solldarity:

“Membership here demands retraction
of article slgned H. It. pertalning to
vietlms on water front in recent “Bolid-
arity”. Soderberg, Trajer, and Bunker,
have pleaded not guilty. We consider
acensation agalnst them an  injustice
Kon-I. W. W. marlpe workera - defense
committee defending  esses  should  be
given support. Letter from vietlms fol-
lows., L. J. Seco, General Executive
Board Member.™

We also know of the protesta that
have been made by Party members along
the same llne agninst the poaltion taken
by the Daily Worker. These are algms
that the rank and file militants are going
to mry thelp word on this case and that
it ia polng te be in faver of the de
fendants aml not of the prosecution.
Thiz 1s the hope of the imprisoned bméam-
bars of the boatmens unlon in thele de-
gpetate trouble. It is also the hope of

THE OPPOSITION ON THE EVE
OF GREAT ADVANCES

In the begioning of the year that is
now drawing to & close the Cowfmunist
Lesgue begun an upward swing under
ithe sign of a planced program of ex-
pansion, The plan worked out-in almost
every detail. ‘The resstablishment of
the weekly MiMtant, the organlzation of
our publishing house, the strengthening
of full-tlme staff, the publication of the
International in English, the placing of
organizers in the feld, and the national
lecture tour—all these projects of the
plan gre today & reality. And as a reé-
sult of these achievements the American
gection of the Opposition s not exactly
the same ag it wos & year ago—it Ia
stronger in organlzation, more fortified
in principle and more confidéot of ita
future. Only one item of the expansion
program remains unfolfilled—the theor-
etical magazine, Our failure by approx-
imately five hundred dollars to cellect
the estimated two homdred dollar fond
compelled us to cross the project off for
the time belng. In all other respects the
program was realized.

In the meantime pew developdients and
niew advances—the fruit of our system-
atle planed work of the year—are crowd-
ing upon ys unannounced and urging a
reorientation of our work with a atill
bréader and more optimistic perspec-
tive, The planned program of expanslon,
besldes attalning its immediate objectives,
is already beginnlog to bear frokt in
tangible advances which were not plan-
ned, nor even hoped for in so short a
time. A number of new achievements,
which=ware not directly contemplated,
confront s now B8 immipent realities,

Thie first of these—firet chronologically
and frat in importance and sigolfiicance
—was the establishment of Young Spar-
tacus, the voice of the Opposition youth,
the firat youth paper to make its appear-
ance in the entire internstions] organi-
gatlon of the Left Opposition. The found-
jng of Young Spartacus, aml simultane-
omsly with it the organization of the
Marxian Youth Club under the aegls of
the Opposition—there are the true signs
of the invinelble vitality of the Marx-
ist wing of the movement.

To this will soon be added two morTe
avidenees of Opposition progress in other
flelds, The 15th of December will mark
the firat appearanee  of Communistes,
official organ of the Communist League
in the Greek language: and followling
that, the publication of a Jewlsh paper
iz scheduled for Junuary lat.  The enor-
mous glgolficance of fhese iwo events
nesds no clucidation. They are the first
conerebe Indications of the slow but
steady growth of our influchoe AmMODE
the forelgn language elements of the
Commublst movement. The roois of oor
movement are spreading wide and going
deep. In all these developments we se
the proof that the conditions are mataf-
ing Tor & {ransformation of the form and
oimracter of our organization, There 8
reason (o belleve that we are on the way
toward breaking out of the narrow eofl-
fines of a purely propaganda body. AL
any rate we are moving in that directiom
That is what these eveols foreshudow,

But we must see the whole pleture,
which s by po means o one-sidedly opti-
mistic one. These expanded activities
jn themselves involve the orgunization
in & corisls which expresses itsell most
acutely on the finsmelal side. It is &
erlaly of growth, to be sure, but it effects
our work most seriously at the moment
just the same, The new advances are
well grounded in all the clreamstances.
They eannot be postponed, But they also
impose additional burdens and respousi-
bilities on fhe atill Hmited number of our
supporters. These obligations cannot be
postponed either,  Everything deponds
upon our comrades understanding this
and meeting It with the necessary addi-

tlonal activity and sactifice.
-=J. P. .

—
IN THE NEXT ISSUE

“What Constitutes A Revolutionary
Sltnation?™ by Leon Trotsky.

The Situation in Germany—A Dkan-
gerous Strategie Error of the Communist
Party—by Erwin Baoer.

Many other special featores oD
events In the American and Internation
al labor and Communlst movement

Every intelligent and clags.consclous
worker wishes to be fully informed on
working c¢lass developments. The M=
tant Is the best English paper for that
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Tasks of the Left Opposition in E
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ngland and India

_ Some Critical Remarks on an Unsuccessful Thesis -
.

Two comrades, Ridley and Chanda
Ham, have worked out theses dedicated
to the situation in Epglapd, the Lefi
Upposition, and He relations to (he Com-
intern, The aunthors consider themselves
supporters of the Left Opposition despite
their haviong serlons diferences with it
In thelr document they defend several
times, the necesslty of an open and free
loner eriticlam. That Ia abaolutely eof-
rect, This free and open criticism we
will employ, theréfore, In  relatlon to
thelr own theses,

1. "Great Britaln = at thé present
time inm & transitional phase belween
Demotracy and Fasclsm"., Democracy
and Fasclsm are here considered as two
abstractlons without any social deter-
minants, BEvidently, the authors wlsh to
gay: British Imperialism prepartes ltself
to free her «ictatorship from the de-
composing parlinmentary covering, and
to enter upon the path of open and
naked violence, In general this s trus,
but only in general, The prescot gov-
erment {8 not an  “Antl-Parllamentary™
Government ; on the contrary, it has re-
celved an unheard of parliamentary sop-
port from the “nation”. Only the in-
creane of the revolotionary movement in
England can force the government to
tread the path of naked, nlira-parliamen-
tary violenea., Thiz will without doubt
take place. But at the present time this
iz mof s0. To place today the guestion
of Faselsm on the firgt plane is not here
motivated. ¥ven from the standpoint of
a distant perspective one can doubt in
what mensure It I in place to speak of
“Fasclsm” for England, Marxistz must,
in gur opinion, profeed from  the idea
that fastiam represents a diferent and
specific form of the diciatorship of fn-
ance-capital, but it I8  absolutely not
identical with the imperialist dictator-
ship as such. When the “Party™ of
Mozely and the “Guild of 3t Michael™
ropresent the beginoings of fascism, as
the thesis declares, it Iz precisely the
total fatillty of beth named groups that
ghows how onwise it 15 fo redoce al-
ready today the whole perspective o

i the imminent coming of fasclsim,

The Herensky Paoriod for Great Britaln

In the analysls of the presenl situa-
tion in EIIF:].H-IIII]. wa ghounld not preclude
the wvarianta throogh which the rule of
congervatism will pass, not directly to
the dictatorship of open violence, but
will pot forward, as a result of & swift
prirlinmentary dislosation to the Left,
through any block of Henderson and
Lloyd George, a transitory government
of the Britiah Kerensklade, Lioyd George
cournta, manifestly, on the Inevitable Left
turm, of "open opinfon®™, and, precisely,
therefore, does not fear to remain thday
in & futile minority.®* In what degree
the British Kerenskinde s probable, how
durable it will be, atc., depends on the
further development of the  economic
crisis, on the tempo of the bankroptey
of the “natlonal” government, and, main-
Iy, uppn the specd of the radicalization
of the masses,

Obviloualy, the Herensklade, when it
appears, most for ita own part, uncover
its Insufficlency and copsequently push
the bourgeoisle aleng the road of open
and haked vlolence. In thiz caze, the
English workers must ecobnvinee them-
selvea that theler Monarchy {8 oot Just
an innoeent aml decorative Institotion:
the King's power will inevitably become
the center of the united imperialist coun-
ter-revolution.

2 A profound error ls to be found. in
the second paragraph, direcbed against
the activity in the trade unlons, with
the object of thele capture, which for
a Marxist and Bolshevik 1z obligatory.
According to the thought of the theals,
the trade unions from thelr origin re-
prosent “Imperialist organizations™.
They can Hve ac long as they benefit
by the super-profits of Hritish capltal-
frm ; now, when her privileged position
Iz forever lost, the trade unlons can only
dimappear. To stroggle o capture tha
present trade unions is  nonsense. The
revolutionary dictatorship will, In  the
proper tlme bulld new “economie or-
ganizations”.

The Britich Trade Unions—Thelr Past
and Fuinre

In this judgment there is nothing new,
It pemews long ags clarifled and rejected
propoaitlons. The trade onions are not
congidered by the suthors as the historie
grganlzatlon of the British proletariat,
which reflects iis destiny, but as & crea-
tion which from Ilts inception 18 pene-
trated with the sin of imperialbsm. Buat
the trade unions bave had their rich
and Instructive history. They had pre-
viously carried on a heroft struggle for
the right to organization. They glor-
lonely participated In the Chartlet Mowve-
ment. They led the struggle for the
ghorter working day, and thess strugglea
wore recognized by Marx and Engels as
having great historical importance. A
number of trade anlons entered the First
International. Alas, history does hnot
exlat for our anthors. Im all thelr opin-
lons, thers s oot a drop of dialectics,
They 1Enit themselves onder-metaphysi-
cal prineiples: “Fasclem"’, “Democracy',
“Imperialistic  organizations®. To the
living and real processes they  oppose
their discoveries.

Wi hear from them that the leaders
of the trade unlons did not betray tho
General Strike of 1028: To ackoowledge
them as “hetrayers” swonld Indleate to
scknowledge that they were previously
“revolutlonary”. See what kind of &

* T have just received the “Demission
Letter” of Lloyd George to 4ils parlia-
mentary Party, which totally confirms
this sepposition.

derby Metaphyaics runa. The reformists

have not always betrayed the workers.
In eertaln perlods and onder certain cob-
ditions, the reformists carired through
some  progressive  work,  Insufliclent
though it be. The epoch of Imperlalist
décline snatches: the bottom from under
the reformists, That is why the reform-
igta, insofar aas they are forced to at-
tich themselvis {o the movement of the
masses, betray it at & cerfain  stage.
Even 80, the masses accept the conduct
of the reformists. To this livileg cof-
ception of the masses, the authors op-
pose the theory of the original sin of
the trade uniong. This theory |8 remark-
able In that it does not allow a he-
trayer to be called a betrayer.

The Road of the Workers Toward
Revoluilon

Bloca 1820, the trade unlons have loat
more than 409 of their membership. The
authors, therefore, say that in the conras
of the next two years they will lose an-
other 40%. When these 8305% of workers
come to Communism, comrades Ridley
amnd Ham can say: the prophet neced hot
g0 to the mountain when the mountain
eemes to the prophet. But insofar as
wi know, this s not so.  Ridley and Itam
have not a dozen-workers behlnd them.
The trade unions still cmbrace millions
of workers who in 1028 demonstrated
that they are capable of carrriog on
n revolutionnry struggle. We must look
for the workers whera they arc to be
found today, apd not where they may
be tomorrow—the organized as well as
the nonorganized. The guestlon does not
go 80 far as the ecconomic organizations
which the foture rﬂnlutinrmi‘g.; dictator-
ghip will ereate, but rather to the pre-
sont Hnglish worker, withont whom o
apeak of the dictatorahip of the prolatar-
int slgnifies playing with phrascs,

Can in reality the workers entér the

path of the insurrection in one leap,
without in the proeeding period deep-
ening ita stroggle against capitalliam,

without radicalizing themselves, their
methods of steagegle and thelr organiza-
tioms? How can the revolutienization
of the working-class take place ouiside
of the trade unlons, without reflecting
itself inslde of the trade unions, without
changing itz physiognom¥, and failing to
aall forth & selection of new leaders?
If it iz troe, that the teade unlons or-
Iginated on the fundamentixls of the eap-
italkst super-profits of Great Britaln—
and thiz & s0 lo & limited degree—
go, must the destruction of the super-
profits radbcalize the trade unions, an-
derstood, of course, from below amd not
from above, onderstood inm the stroggle
against fhe leaders and traditions, This
struggle will be all the more successful
if the Communista participate In It

The authors of the thesis go so far
asg to fdentify the stroggle for the Erade
unions with the Angle-Rysalan Commit-
tee. An overwhelming argument! ‘The
Left Opposition aecused Stalin, Tomsky
and Company that through the polltical
friendship with Citrine, Pureell, Cook,
et al, the Communists in the trade nniong
were hindered from unmasking Chese
traltors. Comrades Ridley and  Ram
bring forth a new discovery: To unite
with the betrayers and fo unmask them
before the masses—are one and the saame
thing. Can we take such arguments
gerlonsly ?

Lenin's DHetum: Werk Im All Labor
Drganizations

The American comrade, Glotzer, In
epeaking of the necessity of whrking
o the trade union organizations for thelr
conquest, appeals in absolabte correckness
to the pamphlet of Lenin's: “Infantile
Sickoess of Communism—TLeftism®”. To
this comrades Ridley and Ram anawer
with four objections:

{ay They ask for arguments and not
appeals to authoritles, This 1s troe, Bat
the pamphlet of Lenin's contains many
arguments which their thesis entirely
failla to anawer.

(b} The guthors deny Homan Catholic
dopmas of infallibility, We agree with
that. But we. counsel them to begin with
a criticlem of the infallibility of their
own goapel,

(¢ “Lenin was neither God nor an
infallible Pope!™ This iz a repetlition of
the preceding argument. Withont =
Popa, Lenin succeassfully  stroggled
sguinst Metaphysics and sectarianism.

{d} Lenin wrote in the year 1820;
the situation since then has changed con-
giderably. But the anthors abstaln from
explainiog in what these chaoges really
conslst, aside from considering thelr al-
lusion to the diminishing membership of
the trade uncns, which does not have a
declsive shgnificance.

We sia that the arguments of the ao-
thors have an extremely abatract gnd
even a puraly formal character, The al-
lnslon to the year 1820 isx In direct op-
position ¢o the fondamenial thoughts of
the thesis. If the trade unions from
thelr -origin were and remain to this
day pure imperialist organizstions incap-
able of revolutlonary deeds, the allusion
to the year 1920 losés all signifcance. We
wounld have to say slmply that the attl-
tude of Marxz, Engels and Lenin was
false to the roots.

The Left Oppositlon and the Comintern

() The third paragraph is dedicated
to the Comintern. The authors stand
for the creation of a 4th Intermetlonal,
and, here too, manifeat the fundeimantal
quality of their thoughts: absolute meta-
physlcs. We reply that Engels, after
Hegel, nnderstood medaphysics as con-
sidering phepomenon, fact, power, tend-
wocles, oo, as unchangeable gubstances,
and mot an developlng processes and,
therefors, developlng In constant contra-

dictions. If the trade union is a vicioms
imperialist gubstance from below {0
above, in all epochs and periods, so like-
wise the Comintern Is for our innovators
n vicious bureaucratic substance. The io-
ner processes of the Comintern, the lo-
evitable contradiction between the mass-
s of membera and the bueaucratic ap-
paratus, are eotirely left ocut of con-
wideration in their calealations, ‘The
authora ssk us: Do we belleve that the
bureauerncy under the influence of oar
thesis will sorrender thelr  Interests?
And is such a supposition to be de-
peribed  as idealism or materialism?, in-
quire further Ridley and Ram with in-
imitalile Irony, not observing that thelir
own posing of the question must be char-
goterizod as lifelesa metaphysics

The bureaucrecy I8 very &Lroog, buk
it & ecortalnly mot as ompoipotent as
Kidley and Bam believe. In the U, 8, 8.
K., the sharpening contradictlons of the
econgtmic development pose ever more
before the millions of members of the
Party and Youth, the fundamentil goes-
tiens of program and tactics. Iosofar
s the bureaucrata will not be able to
solve these contradictions, the wmillicns
of Communlsts amd young Communists
will be forced Independently to think of
their solution, To these masses we say
today, and we will say tomorrow: “The
Cientrist bureancracy conquoered the ap-
paratus of the Party, thanks to certain
higtorle conditions, But you, worker-
Communists, hald to the Party, not in the
mame of the bureauserats but in the name
of 1ts great revolutlonary past and lts
passible revoluliopary future. We uwn-
derstand you fully. The revolulionary
workers do not leap from organization
to organization with lightocess, as indiv-
idual students, We Bolsheviks-Leniniats
are fully ready to help you worker-
Communists regencrate the BParty™,

Bupporting the German Conmunist
I'arty are milllons of workera, ‘Ihe cat-
nstrophie crisis in Germany places be-
fore it revolutionary problems as prob-
lemey of life or death. On this growund
without doult will develop a deeper and
desper ldeclogheal atruggle in the Party.
If the few hundred Left Oppesitionisie
remialn on the side, they will become
transformed Into & powerless, lamentablo
gect.  If, wowever, they participate (n
the inner ldeological struggles of tho
I'arty, of which they remain an integral
part desplte all expulsions, they will
win an enormows influence among the
proletarian kernel of the Party.

The British Communisi Parly

Mo the Left Opposition has no reason
to tread the path which Ridley and Ham
call for, Within the Comintern—even
when ope does pot copsider the 1. 8. 8
It—arg to b found terfs of {honsands
of workera who have lwved through ser-
ious cxperiences threogh u whole stream
of disillasionments, and are forced to
gearch for correct answers to all funda-
mental questions of polities. We  must
approach these workers and oot turn our
backs to them. It would be very sad
if the eritleal members of the official
British Communist Parly wonld imagloe
that the opinfona of Ridley and Ram
represeot the opinlons of the Left Op
poaition,

(4) The authors of the thesls mceuse
the Left Opposition, especlally the Am-
erican League, of “absurdly over-rating”
the Importanee of the Britkh Communist
Party. In no woey do we over-rate its
importance. The last clectlons sufflclent-
Iy, ¢learly aod openly cxhibited the weak-
ness of the British Communist arty.**
But the Left Oppositlon in Great Britain
iz loday many huodred Clmes weaker
than this weak party. Ham amd Hidley
have asg yet nothing., BSupportiug thoem
aré nobody bul Jodividuasls who are not
bound up with the strugele of the pro-
letarlat. Have they really attempied to
draw an honest eritielsm of the Party?
Where {s thelr activity? jWhere are
their progrom theses?! Have they bald
discussions with the rank and fle of the
"arty? Have they tried to convert them
and win them to their support? Have
Kam and Ridley, out of the 70 voters
for the oficial Farty, 70 or even T8
gupporters? Buat in spite of thiz they
ere ready to orgaplse the 4th Interna-
1lpnal : The proletariat must belicve In
them Implicitly—by credit, that they are
really capable of bollding an Interna-
tional apd to lead it

The entire posing of the guestlon (s
abiolutely wrong. To this we must add
that if the Left Oppositlon eotertalmed
this perniclone efror amd, decided to
cronte today a 4th International, com-
rades RHidley and Ram, who differ with
uws on all fundamental questions, muat
opely and lmmedidately bulld a Gth In-
ternational.

The Movement In Indls

(5) The paragraph which concerns It-
gelf with Ipdla, also suffers an exzira-
orlinary abstraction. It i absolutely
indisputable that India can accomplish
ftz  full mnational iodepeodence only
through a really great revolutlon which
will pat in power the Indlan proletariaf,
Another path of development is imagin-
able only, o this case, If the proletarian
revolation in England comes to vlctory
prior to the revolution in India. In such
an evenl, the national lberation of Im-
diz would come before—ong must sup-

** [t |8 now necessary to repeat that
the alections are pot the only and pre-
cise magsure of Influence. In the strug-
glea a real revolutionary Party always
ahows itself far more stroagly than in
parliamentary elections. Nevertheless,
the statisties of the woles are & very
worthwhile indication of tne streogth or
weakness of pollleal parties. Only an

archists can igonore these indlca.ons.

pose for & sbort time only—the dicts
torahip of the proletariat, uniting aronod
it the poor peasantry. But from .these
perapectives, which are absolutely cor-
rect, it 1s still a long way Lo affrm that
India 1s already ripe for the dictator-
ehlp of the proletariat, that the Indian
proletariat have outlived thelr concilia-
tory illuslons, ete. No: before Indiap
Commupism stands & not yet nearly be-
gun tack. The DBolshevik-Lenioists o
India must accomplish an immepse, teo-
welous, dally and diffienlt work. Ooo
mugt penetrate into all organizations of
the working-closs. One must oducale
the first cadres of worker-Communists.
One must participate in the daily, “pro-
sale” lifg of the workers and thelr or-
ganizations, Ooe must siudy the rela-
tions existing between the citles and the
rural distiricts,

First Tasks First

To fulfill such & work, naturally, pro-
grammatical and tactical theses are nee-
eusnry, But it would be incorrect (o
besin to work with the convoeation of
an Internatlenal conference over the guoed-
tion of Imdin, as our aulhors propose.
A conference without sufficient prepara-
tion will produce npothing. I the Iondino
Laft Oppositionists will ocenpy  them-
polves with the selection of recent ma-
terianl and working it up, or at least
translate it into one of the Huropean
lanpusges (strikes, demopstrations, cen-
ters of the peasant movement, the parties
and the political groups of the different
classes, the activity of the Comintern,
itz appeals and slogans), they will, with
sach an important work, greatly facill
tate the possibility of a collective ela-
boration of the program and tactics of
the proletarian vanguard in India.

One must begin with the building of
& serlous nucleus of the Left Opposi-
tlon of Indlan comrades, who really
stund upon the point of view of the Bol-
shevik-Leninists,

=T. TROTSKY.

Eadikoy, November 7, 1831

Ra_i|rnads i“n W age
Cut Drive

{Continned from page 1)

Bentority rights ©g older roilroad men
In the service are graduanily being poshed
aslde. The manifesto pointa out that
“technologienl changes, redocing  total
volume of employment, have llmited
geniority protection to fewer anid fewer
employecs,”  Incressed traflic canoof
meet the sltuation. The cmplm:eru woubd
mot even consider the mild proposal of
the Brotherhoods for the adoption of
federal leglslation for retirement Insar-
amep and for elective workmen's Come
pensatien,  Indeed, the employers will
give nothing that they are not compel-
led to. Instead of the mild Brotherhood
proposals, there must be a demand, link-
ed with the struggle for the six hour
day and 6 day week with no reduction
in pay, for genuine unemployment in-
gurance, pald for entirely by the railroad
anid other industries and by the govern-
ment, and to be sdministered through
labor's agencies,

To the plea of Lhe Brotherbogds thot
the rights of the workers be preserved
in the consolidation of the rallroads that
iz going on apace, the Raillway Employ-
arg” Kxecutive gave a brusqe reply, Presl-
dent Willard stated that “the carrier
presidents were not in complete noeord
on this question”, and hence nothing
eould e done asbout the moatter.

Lahor Heads and Bosses Congratulate
Each Other

It 18 a siriking commentary that the
onfon head, Hobertson, could say, con-
corning the conferences, that there had
been “mo encouragement that any actlon
woull be recommended or taken by rall
way managements to provide any sob-
stantial mensurs of reliel of the present
intolerance conditione.” (Kallway Age,
(11-28-31). But the railroad president,
Mr, Willard conld say that “the coD-
ferences had been carried on in & fine
apirit of friendship and that the discus-
glong hml besn wholly deveid of any un-
pleasantness.” To which labor lemder
Robeptson replied In kind in his letter to
sr. Willard: “You bave listened cour-
teously to our propositions and have dis-
engaed them to some extent, . . . " Thoa
gur railroad Damon and Pythins. The
explofter of labor and the betrayer af
labor have every reason to 'be cordldal
to one another. It i not they who wHl
receive 10 and 169 wapge cuts

Railroaders! Prepare For Struggle

Rallroad men! Another betrayal s
belng prepared for you by your leaders.
The forther and final  destruction of
your unions, built by decades of militant
atruggles, is being prepared for you by
the bosses, joined by the false leaders of
jabor. Your militant resistance s the
only AEWer.

The rank and file must bulld thelir
movemenfs around the centyal slogan
of the alx hour day amd five day week,
without reduction In  pay. It s the
maln slogan for the preservation of the
polon amd unbon  copditions apd for
meeting the burning needs of all rall-
road workers, The Minneapolis Rallroad
Council, bullt around this centmal
slogan, leads the way. Learn from
them : work with them; unite with them
to bulld & movement for militant rol-
road unionism—one that will make it
pousible to drive the belrayers of labor
put of your ranks., Unite the ranks of
rallroad lanor. Prepare for struggle
against the bosses!

—MARTIN ADERN.




