SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1931

The Communist movement in  Franee
today finds itself In an extremely dif-
fiecnlt position. The tremendous sweep of
enthusinam for the Communist Interna-
tlonal In the early years following upon
the HRosslan revolution, refching a high
polnt when the Left wing won a maj-
arity at the Tours congress of the French
Socialist Party, has been considerably ar-
regtsd In recent years, Here, as every-
where else, the ravages of Hialinism
have left thelr painful scars—more oo
rectly, open wounds—on the body of the
movement, A few  Ipatances, tersely
gtated, will prove adeguate.

A brief four years ago, the C. G, T, 1,
ihe trade unfon center uwnder the control
of the party, had at least as many meem-
bers as the reformist onlons—saome 400,
) In each. Today, the O, G. T, TV finds
itaelf in the grip of a profound crisis,
having lost almost half of lfs members,
while the . G. T. has abdut T000060 In
ita ranka., The party has lost at lensat
a similar propertion of its memberahip.
The Y. ¢, L, reveala an even  worse
gtate of affairs. The central organ of
the party, I'Humanité, reports an unin-
terrupted decline In elreulation, O, bet-
ter wef, let us quote dieectly from an
unpublished resclution adopted &t fhe
enlarged District Committee meeting of
the Parls reglon of the party:

Revelations' of the Party Conferénce
of Paris

“{a) The memborship of the party 05
gtagnant.  The appllcationa made hardly
suffice o compenszate the losses sufered
in eertaln centers and the fhwctuatlons
which continwe to be very sulsinntial,

“{b} The Unitary trade unions have
lost, Im 1030, an important nomber of
gdherents. In apite of the ecriousncsa
of such o fact, the loss of memwhers has
pot been arrested In the first semester
of 1031,

“{e) The sale of PHomanite has been
in constant regression for a lomg per-
fod.

“{d) This wenkening of our organisza-
tion Indicates a losa of Influence which
manifests tself in the assemblages (less
attendance at meetings and  demonstra-
tlona) and in the course of certain elec-
tiona where, slde by zide with some pro-
gress, we have observed retfeats,

“{e) While the Becialist Pederation
makes an effort to win  the workers'
strata, while it fights stubbornly for our
troops, we record mo work to win over
the socialist and . G, T. workers,

“if) One of the most disturbing and
migst serious facts 13 that the offenslve
aguinst wages In the metal industey de-
valoped this year withont our ‘having
prepared and organized the resistance,

“{gh Our organlzatlonal positions in
the shops are becoming constantly weak-
er. One might say almost non-existant.

“ih) The demonstrations of February
25, of May 1, of -August 1, of Septem-
ber &, brought out only a tiny number
af workers,

(1) The district revealed an almost
complete passivity in the course of lm-

poTiant natlonal and international
events : Spain, Roubaiz, Germany, trip
to Iarls of General Honoe, wvoyage of

Keynaud to Indo-China, elc.

“J1 The Youth organization s stug-
niant and has found no support In the
marty.

“{k} In the various mass organizations
{Infernational RHed Ald, Workers Inter-
natlonal Rellef, Frlends of the Soviet
Unlon, Tenants, ete.) there Iz n atagna-
tion of a retrogresslon of membership

Stated In moderated terms,  the re-
golution of the Paris district indieates
the present state of affaire in the ranka
of officlal Communiem in France, hosed
upan conditions obtaining in the most
fmportant and strongeat sector of the
party—Pariz. In ihe provinees, the
tableay is considerably more depressiog,

Freparations For Another “Decisive

Tum™

The “decisive turn™ of the middle of
fast wenr, even I one i3 to take only the
admissions made officially by the Btalin-
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fatz, manifestly resulicd o no ameliora-
tion of the failing health of the party.

If anything, it has gome from bBbad to
worse. And at the present moment, the
party Iz threatened with heavy blows
directed at the most important domain
of Communlst Influence upon the work-
ing clasa: the traude wolons. The details
of thizs phaze of the problam must be
lefi for a more extenelve account. It
Is enough to state here that the reform-
ista of the . 2, T. have taken the of-
fensive againsy the O, G T, U, and the
party &l along the line, and already
with conslderable success. In the renks
af the O G, T. U, itsell, a sulatantlal
Hight wing carrent has forged to the
front and =z conducting the work of re-
formism within the revolutionary ranks
—aon the qoestion of teade union wedty—
which the helpleas and hopeless Stalin-
ist leaders of the O, G, T. 1., whose na-
tional congress 13 assemblad in Parla as
thesa lines are written, show themselves
to be incapable of counteracting. When
one adds to this the fact that the dis-
contentment of the party membership
manifeats Itself not only by vobing
agninst the bureaucriats with their feet,
but alse by meutterlngs and even by
apen protest, those In the slightest Ind-
tiated into the methods of operation of
Htalinfam will immediately reallze that
the staga is all set for & “new fuen®,
just as “declaive” s those which pre
ceded It &

Another Scapegoat Is Diseovered

But mg “turn™ iz complete on
atalinist stame without a villain, that
i=, without the revelation of a senpe
geat, or a wumber, or group of Hoo -
poats, to whom 8 attributed all the evi
of yeélterdny, all the maladies of the
party, and all the rosponsibility for
what has bhappened since the tast “torn”
and frequently further back. This time,
however, the “dizscovery of those respon-
sible™ hns lajd bare a case of polltical
banditry which, at least sao far as the
wrlter knows. s anlgee in the records of
the International Communist movement.

In the columns of PHumanlte, one
riads now that most 1f net all of the tri-
hulations of the party are to be traced
to what s carrently known as “the
group”, that iz a cligue of leaders of
the party and the Youth. Just what is
“the groop™? One of ita leading mom-
bers, Billoux, gives the following infor-
mation about it (all quotations are trans-
Intedl directly from "Humsaite . itself) :

“Actually constituted sloce 1923 in the
giringgle agninst tha apportunist policy
of the party leaderships of those days,
this group, as leader of the Communist
Youth, helped greatly in the parglug of
the party and In lte formatbon, The mis-
toke of {he comrades belonglng to this
group is onily the greater because of it

“In the mestings of the reglons and
of the distrlet committees, many Ccom-
rigdes have asked for clarlfcation on the
Central Committee resolution where It
su¥s that we had constituted a group
without o political basis, It 13 a fact
that we had o apecial political platform,
Hut we consldered ourselves as the only
ones eapable of applving the correct pol-
itleal line" (11-2-31.)

Confirming the confesslons of Billoux,
the representative of the Political Bourean
at the Paris district committee meeting
mentioned above, Frachon declared that
“the group constitufed in the Pollilceal
Burenu hasz existed for seven to eight
rears, that it had groups in the reglons,
in the districts, In the Parls «istrict, in
the Confederal Bureau [of the C. G. T.
1™

Explalning Away the “Excesses”
of Stallnism

The group disclosed, the new group

the

nnited front',

{for what else has replaced the old one
in the leadership of the party?) proceeds

a¥stematically to demonstrate to  the
membership what scoundrels thelr pre-
deceazors were and whiat chemieally pure
Leninlsts the party is now endowsd with
in the person of the new leadership:
Thorez, Frachon and Co. At the same
time, the "excesses™ of last year's Stal-
intsm are convenlently ascribed to the
poor scapegoats. For example: Thores
writeas indignantly about “the group” in
these terms:

“A comrade of the group condemuned
by the Central Committee thought that
the Communist International was back-
gliding to the Right and revising the
previous theses on soclal-fasclam. And
what was the argument, or rather the
pretext, invoked? Simply that we JJid
not repeat In every line of the thescs
the tarm social-fascist. The group was
Impregnated with the aectarian, Leftist
spirit, the comrade considered as a step
towards opportupism the effort, recom-
mended by the Imternational, with & view
towards convineing the sociallst work-
era otherwise than with epithets [Ahal]
. . - And perhaps we shall still have to
edtablish to what extent the sectariam
practises of the group contribated fo dis-
orlenting the party, to disammolog it be-
fore the bourgeols and social democratic
enemy, to what extent, Anally, the group
facllitated the frankly opporionist mis-
takes which we must establish at the
moment when the party ls once more tak-
ing the firat =teps in the tactic of the
(11-2-31.})

Bad? The Artful Dodger himzell eould
do no better! And not only on the ques-
tion of “soclal-fasclam”. It appears that
all the blundérs and erimes, In the theor-
atleal as will as ln the practieal domain,
commltted In the irnde union gqoestion
ghounld legitimately be ascribed to “the
group™”. The apostle Thorex vouchsafes
g dhlz revelation also: “By forgetting
or not knowing these elementary truths,
the group did considerable damage to
the work of redresament decided wpon
by the party sinee July 1830, particular-
ly in the relations between the party and
the trade vnlons' (10-31-31.%

The Paris resolotion referred o above,
to explain the situation which it speaks
about in suwch detail, anneunces that
“the fact that one of the principal lead-
cra of the distrlet, comrade Celor, be-
longed to the group constitnted in the
leadership of the party, conlributed
greatly to the development of such a
gtate of affaira™. And it i3 in (hiz re-
golatlon that we learn for the first tlme
wha It was that soenstitded “the group™:
woo. . the enlarged DMstrict Committes
approves the condemnation of the grave
migiakes committed by Barbe, Celor,
Raymoml. Lozeray, Billoux, Coutheillas,
Galopin and condemns the group work
carried on by Celor in the Pariz dis-
trlet™.

Whoe Are “The Group™?

The members of ‘the group” are noe
amall fry. They were the leaders of the
party and nothing less. Harbe was a
member. of the Polltleal Burean and of
the Exccwtive Committee of the Com-
munist International, where he represent-
ed the French party. Celor held the
game two positions, Raymond was on
the Paris Distriet Commitbes. Lozeray
was on the «Central Committee of fhe
party and a member of the Secretariat.
Billoux was secretary of the Young Com-
munist League and member of the Ex-
ecutlve of the Young Communist Inter-
national. Coutheillas was on  the  sec
retariat of the Y. O, L. Galopln was on
the Confederal Burean of the C. G. T. 1],
Thelr influence extendead far bﬂ_mnd tha
iimits of seven clansmen. ‘The report
af the Parls mesting declares that Lar-

riber, the secretary of the Parls distriet,
“denies having known of the existencs of
the group bot acknowledgdes having
worked under itz influence.” No liss o
Stalinist statesman than Plerre Semard,
gecretary of the party unotil a short time
ago, made the same admission in g “self-
critlcal” confession in I'Humandte,

The qguestlon jmmediately arcises.
How was this group which, if we arée to

believe Thorez, has nelther a  definle
political platform nor any principles,
and which always voled approval of the
declglons of the International—how was
this pgroup able to exiat for seven or
cight yenrs as a closed and unkoown
factlon, carrying on s machinations and
manguvers throughout the party, the
yvouith and the trade unlons with the
gingle wim of geining conteol of  the
pariy apparatus? How -was it able, from
an pbscure group of Communist Youth,
to guin such decisive control of the
party, to represent It in the bighest In-
gtanees of the Communist Internatioonald
—the Executive Committee?

Thepe have besn numerous instances
in the history of the Commuonist Inter-
national—in §ts best days aod o its
worst—of factional and group struggles
for party leadership. Bat these were
carried on In the open, thelr existence
wns known, they had distinct patforms,
with very tangible points at issue. Around
them took place open, and sometimes
very wviolent, discuszions. After a cer-
taln period, one standpoint or the other
trivmphed and the course of the party
wnz clearly ldentifinble with the people
who directed f. Such Internal disputes
econstitute the wvery life of an  active,
lusty revolutionary politlcal movement
which Iz closely connected with the
conrge of events and their constant per-
miktations.

Sordid Practices Kevealed

But what we have here Iz an entirels
and a radically different matter. The
“group”  was constituted without any
pelitical platform. Its  existence was
pever comgunteated to anyone other than
Itz own chiefs. If pever strove to gain
places and posts in the party leadership
in the name of a politieal line different
foom that puarsued by  the incumbent
leadership. All its actions borte o pore-
ly conspirative character. Struggle for
political control without political -prin-
ciple, without & speeinl platform, by ex-
cluslvely conapirative methods, is knoewn
by the short and ngly term:  polltieal
banditry.

A couple of Instances will serve as
additional support for this desiznation,
What I'Humbsnite does: not tell the party
members s sn incident like the follow-
ing: When Thore: was serving a term
in prison at Nancy in 1930 for “violat-
ing the press law™, Barbe, who was In
the party secretariat ot the time, made
a whole series of Jdemagogic arguments
agalnst paying the fine which would have
relensed Thorez for party work: “Party
leaders should nog be better treated than
the ordinary revolutlonary worker™, It
was only after an Indignant intervention
of @ Comintern delegation that the sec-
retariat wos obliged to pay the fAne
Barbe's reluctance to 8 Thorez a4t
large 1y now easily comprehensible in the
light of the ®revelutlons—Thorez and
Barbe were at sword's polots in  the
party and the bourgeolsie had simply
done Harbe a decent turn by incarcerat-
fng Thorez! Only, it must be borne io
mind that if such conduct cannot be
called Communist, it can surely be com-
pared to the conduct of a gangster to-
warda his rlval

The writer recalls further an incident|
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The Work of the Greek

The Archio-Marxists Lead the Workers

On behall of the Internailomal  Hie-
retariat I visited the Greek cvmrades,
’wlt.'q whom I stayed four days. 1 Lecatbe
convinesd that the Left Opposition in
Gireece hag become a leading revolution-
ary force in the young working class
movement there, I must emphaszize the
fact that the whole revolutionary mowve-
ment, both Party and Oppesition, s be-
ing frightfully terrorized, that anti-
Communisat laws and special courts are
prevalent, that severe penaltles (lately
fire and slx years of prizon) are being
impesed for mere membership in & com-
munist group, and finally, that the Farty
and the Opposition work under strictly
illegal conditions,

In apite of all this, the Opposition ja
sirong in numbers; counting all Greece,
it hag today about 1,400 members. Its
strongest ecenters are  Athens, Plraons,
and Saloniki, which are among the moat
important centers of the labor movement
in Greece, We must however remember
that these 1400 members without excep-
tlon are flemly established in all mass
arganlzations.

All work Is strictly divided among the
members, the activity of each s under
exacting supervision, as all comrades
must give an aceurate report twice A
month on thelr activity, and a true col-
lective cooperation rules In the organiza-
ebon, I had the opportunity of talking
to o group of comrades from Salondkd,
who woere In Athens for a conference,
They were almost without exception
workers. They are among the best-
tralned cadres io the labor movement,
very active 1n dally work, fully pene-
trated with the convictlon of the correct-

L Influence, the followilng papers: 1.

neas of the {deas of the Left Opposition,

and they carry on an untiring fdght for
clarification among the workersa,

The Opposition In Greece, called the
“Archlo-Marxists”, far outnumber the
Party, not only in membership, but also
in the pumber of readers of thelr press,
mot bo spenk of its guality. Even If the
Party recelved more vobes than the Left
Oposition In the past, It must be e
membergd that the Party carries the
anthorlty of the T & 8 I and of the
C. I on its banmer. In all activities
ontside the electlons, as an  organized
foree, It iz clearly proven that not the
Party, but the Opposition, enjoys the
confidence ~of the Greek working clasas,
Lot uz let the facts speak for themselves.

The Press

iy comrades began with a magazine
which appearad twice a month. Now it
appears twice a week with an lsaue of
4 to 7000 coples. Ouor comrades are now
issuing, or causing to Izsue under their
A
theoarstical magaeine, appearing monthly,
with an Issue of 4,000 coples.

2, - The trmde vnions which are under

our influence lsswe a number of papers
which are edited completely albog the
lines of the Left Oppesition, To name

cnly the most Important, (a) A bakery
workers' monthly, (b) a shoemakers'
monthly, (¢} a monthly paper for war
fnvalids, “The Volese of the Sacrlfesd",
{d) a monthly paper for students. Each
of these has a clreolation of 6 to T.000
and .1s distrilbuted throughoot the an-
tire coontry. All thls work Ia control-
Ied and directed by the strictly-organized

—

Opposition

in the Class Struggle

fractlons of the Left Opposition in the
Left trade unions,

A The Unlon of Employess of Banks
and Corporations Issue a monothly pub-
lieation. Thiz union has 1,200 members
and fully approves the political lines of
the Left Opposition. Al the comrades
who lssue this magazine are among the
old Party comraces.

Next week they will also begin the
publication of & new monthly in Jewlsh,
The Proletariat, in Saloniki.

Political Activitles

Thesze at first eonsisted of the offer (o
the Party of & united fronc in the strog-
gle against terror and reaction. The
Party made no answer. They realized It
in spite of the refusal. It took place at
the well-known trial of the two soldiers,
Party members, who were condemned to
death. A demonstration waa organized
in front of Athems University, at which
the majority consisted of oppositionlst
comrades; a severe colllslon with  the
pollce took place, some of the comrades
were wounded and somé arrested, buat

one comrade was able to deliver a spoech.

Then followed demonstrations In the
court-room. In the course of the trial

of the two soldiers one of the Opposi-|

tHonlst comrades were senfenced to four
years in jall, only for shouting out to
the judges and the audience, “The work-
era produes and have [o starve, f.jhila
yvoi gentlemen do pothing and llve on
the fat of the land!* For this Insult
to the judges our comrade was sentenced
to four years In jail. This actlon how-
ever showed good results for the future
development of -the united front with

the Party. The membership began Lo sed
that the Archio-Marxists are no “Archlo-

fasclets', but together with the Party
are struggling against  the hated sys-
tem.
Unemployment

Sknee February 150 the work of or-
ganlzing the wunemployed has been be-
gun, accompanied by frequent collislons
with the police. In  Athens, Plraeus,
there iz a committee of 50 unemployed,
in Halonikl of 30 members, who direct
these organizations, Lately general masa
meetings have been organized, In Athens
there were 1,000 participants, in Piraens
1.5 and in Saloniki about 2000, An
unemployment meeting in Salonlkl was
charged by cavalry, and ° some were
wounided, As a result of our activity so
far, the umemploved already receive free
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gsoup. Our Opposition was the first to
take up the struggle for the demands of
the pnemployed, only afterwvards did the
ety take it up. One thing should be
pointed out—the class enemy, and its
savage armed forces, makes no distine-
tlon between the Oppoesition and  the
Party.

The demonstratfons of war orphians
ghould also be mentloned here. We care-
ried through a demonstration in front
of the political offive of Venizelos, In
which some 1,00 took part. Im an en-
counter with the police a great many
were wounded.

At the electlons the Party recelved
many more vobes than our Opposition,
but this-is explained on two growndds:
1. The members and sympathlzers of
the Opposltion In  Halonikl are partly
grouped aroand young worker elements,
who have not yet reached the legal vobing
age, 2, Although the Party ls constantly
loslng fufluence and now has lttle ino-
Auence smong orgaoized trade wunkon

‘ol with the food industry workers,

at the 1025 Plenum of the Young ('om-
munist Internntlonal. In  the [Colliieal

Commission, Dorist, at that e a con-
geions or uncomselous  agent  of “the
group”, Inunched a furlous aml thor-
cughly nauseating attack npon the then
representative In Moscow of the French
Youth Leagoe, Mouton The vielence
and the gross language in which the at-
tack was made were incomprehensilde at
the tlme, as was the categoric demand
that Monton be sent back to  Frang
Now we learn the reason for the demomnd,
which was in o way at all motivated
by Dotiot In his two speeches. 1Ib ap-
peared that at that time Monton was a
politieal friemd of Treint, the lender
of the French party In 1925.° The group”
wag busy cutting Treint to pieces anl
Mouton was only one of many who had
to be got rld of—and were.

Whe Are the Flghiters Agalost the Lef
Dpposition?

Htlll another characterization of “the
group”  and  ils membiers  cennob b
omitted. As should be expected, all of
them were and are still to be foumd In
the very forefront of the struggle against
“Tortskylam". At the very moment when
Boarbe and bis pals woere carrying on
thelr conapirative faction work, Hagbe
proclaimed at the 1028 congress of the
Frepeh party, in speaking about fhe ex-
pulsion of the "“Trotzkylats™ from  the
party: “It iz to insult the memory and
all of the teachings of Lenln even to
dare to refer to the actions of Lenin
in ordér to render legitimate the foc-
tlonal woerk of the Oppesition which only
leads to the deémoralization of the work-
ing class, fo deflecting it from the rev-
alutionary path.” (2-1-28.) It does not
require peneirating imagination fo ple-
ture to oneself the eynical langhter that

must have shoken Barbe internaglly while

delivering himgelt of thiz righteous as-
ganlt upon the “factionalist=s” of the
Oppoaltion,

And now, where was the party all these
peven-eight veara while the bamdits were
seeretly af work? Where was the mem-
hership, with Itz control aver party pol-
icies and party leadecship? The only
answer {a: It was there, but it had noeth-
Ing to say In the matter. The member-
ship became o mere shadow on the wall,
going through certaln  formal motions
whith were never registered in actual-
ity. Hverything was decided outside of
the ranks of the party itself, in the see-
ret mecting places of a sell-perpetunting
cligue without principles or a feeling of
responaibiilty.  In the faee of the recent
revelntions, what do all the discussions
in the French party signify? What value
have all the party conferences and con-
gresses, which were sapposed to declde
the guestions of party policy and to sl
cot the leadership of the parfy? In this
whole sordid history, where can one find
the merest trace of party demoeracy?
WNowhere, for in France s everywhen:
¢lse in the Stalinlst International, party
demotracy has long ago been ruthlessly
etxerminated ; only the most shadowy
recollectbons of it remain, And that s
In the wvery nature of Htalindsm: a false
polley, a policy of blunders and aninter-
rupted defeoats can be imposed upon the
worker-Clommuniata only by a  barean-
cratic machine which crushes the party
to pleces as it rolls along. A more sali-
et amd unanswernble example of  this
process than that presented by “the
group”™ cannot be given in the recent
hiatory of Htalinfam, To fAnd n com-
parison ane must depart from the domain
of the labor movement and search in the
gowers of bounrgeols politics: the aeven
vears' history of “the group” s com-
parable only fo the conduct and methods
of Tammany Hall. Iits suesess  would
undoubtedly excite the admiration and
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perhaps the ecovy of John Corry, MeCooey
and Do=g Vare of Fallodelphia.

L] L B L]

But, it will 1w =ald. the “new” party
leadershidp nevertheless did uncover them
and pillory rhem in public.  Like most
half-trafhs this i= worse than o false-
hood, The fact of the matter is  thae

“the gronp” woas wet werovered In the
iterests of Commnndst purity and pro-
bity of conduct. The fact of the matter
I, further, that Thorez and Co. koew
of fw exi=tence of “the group” many
months ago, at least, and this by their
own admission. In the very first arti-
el mentlondug even the  exlstencs of
“the gronp” (but taking care even then
to omit the names), Thorez wrote st
the end of October:

“In July, the C. . eatablished, in spite
of Its May resolutlon, not only the devel-
opment of the group splelt but also the
existence of & closed group whose mem-
bers submitted to the diselpline of the
gromp, met outsile of the regular organ-
lams of the purty in order to put their
hemidz together and to determine their
comeman nttitude in all the problems of
party poliey,”  (10-28-31).

The fact of the matter Is, still further,
that “the group” was known even bhefore
July., I the middle of 1030, at the mo-
ment Of the “decislve turn® which fol-
lowed after the heights of the “thied
period” hoad been attained, the Politieal
Bureau was reorganized precisely  im
afder to desteoy the domination of Barbe
amil Co, Tt was reconstituted with Thores,
Monmonssean, Semard, Frachon, Cachin,
Iioriol amd DBarbe, leaving only the last-
nameid ng o representative of ‘the group”.
Why then are they exposed only mow, at
this late date? For the reason we memns
tioned at the very outset, The conditlon of
the party has reached so serious a state
and aroused ss much disconentment fn
the party that anetber “new turn” hag
been decided wpon. A Stalinist (urn has
as it slns qua none, ity absolutely jo-
escapable pre-requisite, o group of seape-
goats,  In Fraoce, the scapegoat ia '“'the
group”™. It offers itgcll willingly, ns the
piblic sell-Nagellations of lis adherents
demonstrate. As a reward for this final
phage of the conspiracy agalonst the party,
they are et off with a “punishment™
which i3 nothing lesa than o direet In-
citation 0 a repetition of such work.
Lozeray, for example, after a  publie
avowal of the fact that he had aetkd for
some elght years as o commaon bourgeols
pirlitician, as o bandit instead of & Com-
muanist, is “"punished” by being made
full-time treasurer of the Workers' Sport
Federation,

What Needs To Be Dpne

But Thorez, Frachon and Co., o whom
cynlelsm and Stollulst corruption are not
alien quallties, are not Intercated in that.
All they require ls a seapezoat for them-
selves. The party membership is rest-
lewa? Then threow It g bone! That i
why the campaign is being conducted
so furlously in the ¢columns of FHumanite
apninst “the group™. That |8 why the
attention of all the party mectings Is
baing turned in that divection. Thot is
why It Iz alrendy eommon knowledge
that, in face of the tremendous problems
focing Communizm in France, the an-
nounced party congress  will be  held
shortly entirely under the sign of “the
atrugele  against the group”. That 1a
how the Stalinlats hope to disiract the
attention of the party from their own
enormities, from thelr own incupacliy,
from their own blunders in permanence,

Let ns hope that the Left Opposition
in Franee, despite the fowness of its nwm-
bers, will be able 1o arouse af lepst &
small but resolute sesction of the poarty
vanguanl  which  will start delivering
some imperatively needed blows, not only
nt political banditey but at the whola
rotted] fonndation of Stalinfzm which an-
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workers, and although these same work-
erg follow our Opposition In the daily
strugzle and In all extro-parliamentary
aetivity, still at the elections they con-
tinge to regard the DParty as the only
representative of the U, 8. 8. R, and of
the . I At the later electlons our
comrades underatood this mistake, form-

el a united front with the Party and
called op all workers to vote for the
Party. This action was greeted with ¢
thusissm by the Party comrades and the
pressure became so strong that recently
the Party leanderghip was compelied to
take the Opposition back into tha lteli
Rellef, In all the prisons, too, the Op-
position have been reccived into the col-
kective organizations of the prizoners,
This was accomplizhed only by o correct
united front tactle teward the party.

Trade Unions

The work of the Opposition fn  the
trade unions s concentrated wunder the
slogan, “For Trade Unfon Unity—Agalnst
the Splitters ™ Everywhere in the work-
crs’ centers, among the workees of the
Party and those who are under reformist
influence, this slogan Ands ready accept-
gnce, For instanee, a3 a resalt of the
untiring work of the Opposition, reunion
hits been achieved in the bakery amd shoe
trade Between our unlona and the re-
formists. Now, after this reunion, the
leadership is In the hands of the Op-
position, The same resplis were arhi;-'-

L]
forced the Htallnists te accept the e
unfon of both organizations and (o take
the hakers’ union Inte the general fed-
eratlon of food Industry workers. The
Oppoeition hopea to win over the whole
federation In a short time. The same
tactles are belng applied In the leather
and bullding construction trades. The
ynlons whish are led by the Oppositlion
are the most mctive and the best organ-

fmeil,

Organization

The participation of the Opposition in
the general clngs struggles in  Greece
foresd o small number of its adherents
to leave s ranks. These are the so-
called “Fractlonlat<”, whe reunited with
clements which had already previounaly
been expelled from the Opposition. At
first thiz took on & purely personul char-
acter, through madelinging and slander
of wvarious comrades. Later, however,
they teok the viewpoint that the Opposl-
tlon muost glve up all polltical as well
as teade unlon sirugglea, and thus ldeal-
izl the begloning stoge of the Opposl-
tion, which had been based on work In
narrow cireles,

Under this slogan they aouired a
zroup of elements who have no under-
atamding of mass struggle.  The strog-
gle of the Opposttion against thia slogan
foreed the “Fractisnsts” to drop it, but
later they took up the slogan of democra-
tic centralism, which they underatoosd
meaning that the majority must swbomit
to the minority. The theses of “Fractlon-
imta™ appearsd in the “Pali™ (1hé theor-
eticn]l monthly of the Greek Oppoaltlon).

At the moment thia gronp i8 in course
of disintegration; the honest  clements
are returniog; the rest, conalsting of
corrupt ¢lements, has formed a  block
with the Spartacos group, and both of
them support the Stalinista in thelr divty
struggle against the Oppositlon; In fact,
thelr alunders are mora bitter and =av-
nge than those of the Stalinists. On the
most important questions, such as the
evilluption of Fascism, trade uwnion on-
ity, the immediate threat of war against
the U. & & R., they take the same posl-
tion ws the Stalinists. They have all
formed a Holy Alllance with the puar-
pose of breaking down the oppositionlst
organizatinn.

{optinued on page 4)



