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"I'H'H MEMEBERSHIP CAMPAIGN

Twelve new members have been en-
rolled §m the XNew York branch of the
Commumnist League since the natlonal
conference, In this can b seen the (irst
tangible result of the emphasis placed
by the confercuce on the organizational
side of our work. Il ks a groatifying
manifesiation, and i shews that our
nrodeat program for (e  onlistment of
fifty new manbers by the Arst of the
vear has excellent prospects Lo e oRown-
il with sicceas.  Ewvery  Oppositionist
will set his heart on the attainment of
this g,

The Amoericen section of {he Interna-
tolnal Opposition hag cenducted  three
vearg of solid propagamila  work., By
this an unshakexble foundation of prin-
ciple hos been lald under the organiza-
tlom, amd o Emivly wide drele of sym-
| nthizers  have keen  gained  for  the
alorxizt program. It s time now to be-
gin a deliberate aml syatemalic campalzn
to enrall at least a part of these sym-
pathizers o e ranks of the Commans
ist League ‘This Is the next step, It
gtands fArst on the orler of the duy,

The discu=sion pow itaking place in
the Spanieh section of the Opposdtion on
shie character of the Left faction has
an Interest for us, The elrenmstanees
and the relalion of forces are wot the
game here as there. In Hpain the sit-
mation, ng we aee it, §8 such that the
Left wing has expectlonally favorable
opportunities to grow and expand 4L an
Indepepdent force in fhe class strogzle.
For that reason all our sympathics are
with the tendency for the organization
of a “broad” [action, enrolling ibe ev-
olutionary workers of Spain directly
fnto itz ranks without routing them
througl the nesiless detour of the Stal-
inist offivial party.

Our own experience over a peried of
three vears, on # smaller and more JHin-
ited s=ule, argnes against ulitra-conzerva-
tlamm on the guestion of recroitment. In
the formative period of olr movement,
it 1% trwe, we made a somewhat strict
and narrow  selection of forees. And
necezzarily so. Without a firm  kernel
o begin with, one already trained in
the Communist party prineiple, it wonld
have been lmpoasible to maintnin a eon-
pletent line and work out o uniform pol-
Iy for the conduct of the strugzle. Dut,
procecding from that, we have slready
had g fruitfol experience In the enroll
ment of revolutionary workeras wihthout
provions party experience. In the Xew

York braoch, cgpecially, it can be said
thai a muomber of he best workers and
defenders of our couse belong to this
cittegory, Tack of party experience uwn-
doubtedly has its shoerlemmings, and some
very glaring oues. On the other band
it has compensaling advantoges. The
worker who comes directly Lo the Op-
positon, skippiug over the official party,
has fewer distorted and perverted temch
ings to unleatn.

The strength of the Marxist Opposi-
tlonm [les firgg of all in the system of
fileas which Me at its foundation., This
has Becn snid many tbmes and caonol
e repeated oo often. Fram this it [ol
lews that the Communist League can by
no means open (ts «doors o anyonc and
cveryome, Those with ldeas directly pre
judicinl o Communism, of in  serlous
conflich swith the League on gettled basic
questions, cannet be reginded fs pro-
per candidates for membership. The
admission of such people woutd  only
confuse the issues amgl compromiss the
principle struggle, The Left Oppoesition
cannot be a debating groumd of diverse
tendemeies, We do - not apenk for a
“broad” faction in this senae.

The aceceptance of unsgchooled bul con-
selontions workers, who wanl o become
Communists, does not present the dan-
pers mentioned above, The Leasgue, for
gnch workers, can and will become @
sebool serving & double porpose wherein
they will acquire their education in the
elementary questions of Marxism at the
game time they assimilate the standpolnt
af the Opposition on the more compli-
cated problems which have divided the
Combntern since Lenip departed from its
legdership. The Oppositlon  can  teach
thom far betier than the Stalinists can
as has been concrelely demonstrated al
ready,

It is to L hoped that all the branches
of the Communist League will see the
question as the Nafionnl Comiftec sees It
und begin an  earmest  campaign  for
new members among  the sympathizing
workers., Every houest worker who has
glven practical indleationg of his friend-
ahlp for our cause should be invited to
join the organization. The accossion of
fifty new members by the first of the
vear will provide us with the necessary
forcss for an cxpanded program of A
tivity. The gratifying results of the re-
eruiting campalgn in New York poeint the
way and give the hope for success on
a national scale.

—J. P. .

The Reply of Trotsky to Weisbord

To Albert Weishord
Kew York, X. ¥|
(Copy to MNatjonal Bxecotlve Commitiee,

Commusist Lengue of America
{Upposition)

Dear comrade:

1 have revived g nomber of documents
and  letters from wyou, [ apologlee for
ppawering =0 late and in  Oerman  at
that; to wrile in English would be too
latg amnd too ungrateful o task. Now to
the point.

[ cannot adopt your standpoint. Your
eriticism of the League seems to ing one
gldwil, artifeial and terribly exaggernted,
You throw the Ieasee and the Hight
wing tegether, which sbhows that you ufg-
terly disregard the fitness  of  things.
yYou smake fun of the poblishiong dctiv-
fty of the League sl contrapose  Your
mas= nction™ Lo It Have youn any
mas=2 activity belim]  yon?¥ Before one
turns to the masszea, one monst constFoet
a principle bhasis. One beging ns a pro-
paganda group and develops in the dir-
eotion of mase action,

In addition, your International connecs-
tigns, sympathies and  semi-sympathies
gpeak against you, For even if I ¢annot
clafm o e an adepl in present day Am-
erican affairs, still I kopow well enough
what the Landnu group and the other
similar groups in Euvopse mean, “Tell
me with whom you go, ond I will tell
yon wha youn are”

The International Oppositlom haz no
nae for fwo organijzations  in  Amerie.
Your group I new, has only recesmily
gplit off from the Hight, differs Irem
the Left Opposition ob & somber of ques-
tloms amd firts  with  thore elemeénts
which split themselvea off from the In-
tornoilonal Left Opposition. Can you
pak us to prefer you to the Communist
League of Amerien®

You declare yourscll obodient to the
International Left Opposition, Organd-
gationally thiz is not the case. This can
#herefore be nnderstood only in the sense
of u peneral golidarity of jdeas. But
now you miast ask yoursell o guestion,
how this will be expréssed organiza-
tionally. In your letter to the League
Confercnce, you propose s ounited front
but without the lending comrades, This
fa the famous united front from below
which the Stalinists practiee (in words)
tevwenieldl the socinl-lemocrats  amd  the

Read l

trade unlons, On top of this you at
tack the League for not applying the pol
fey of the united fromt. This does not
glve the impresgion of being serious. If
the solldarity of hleas with the Left Op-
position really means anyibhing o ¥ou,
you must build a bridge back to the
League in comemon, This by no means
exciudes internal criticism on the bosis
of a healthy revolutlonary democracy.
With Communist Greetlngs,

1. TROTSKY.
Kadikoy, October 10, 1031

Militant Builders

More actlve workers have joincid The
Militant bullders and our subseription
list 1a growing When ono of ouf sup-
porters socures o new reader for The
Militant, e has rendored a service to
the revolutionary movement and to his
vlage. If he stays actively wilhin  the
ranks of those Wailding up The Militant
pirenlntion, his service will count that
much more: it will glve more power Lo
our paper.  Syatematic building of our
clrenlation I what ls necded.

Below “we pecord (he subscriptions sec-
ured by the efforts of our builders, We
de not record here those who sent in
thelr own sub, or thelr own renewal

. Schechet, Bosion
Y. . Dunne, Minneapolls
0, Skoglond, Minneapolis
I. 1v. Dentache, Perth Amboy
R. Sacharow, Chicago
H, L. Goldberg, S0 Louls
A. A, Buehler, Kansas City
1. Goodman, T*hiladelphia
Marrls Lewitt, Mew York
H. Capelis, New York
From time to time we will make a
eomparigon of rezulta obiained by the
various bullders.
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“Phe Oommunists disdain to conceal
their vlews and aime. They openly de
elare that thelr own ends can be atsain-
el ofly by the forcible overtbrow of all
exlsting conditions. Let the ruling class
tremble at a Communistic revolution
The proletarians have nothing fto lose
but their chaina. They have a world to
win., Working men of all countrics,
anite "—Commungst Manifesto.

Subs:rlbz |

Young 5 partacus

Poblished by the Natiomal Youth Committer, Communist League of

Amerlen (Dpposliion)
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YOUNG SPARTACUS

B4 East 1dh Street

Mew York, N, X.

Enclosed plense find fifty (30.50) cents for one years subscription:

Name
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THE MILITANT

In Movomber 1927, the plenom of the
Central Commites of the Chinese party
deciided thal

“The objective circnmstapces existing
ab the present fime in China are soch
that the Jduration of o directly revalution-
ary sltuation will be measufed not by
weeks or by months, bul by lowng yveara
The Chinese revolotion has o lasting
character, but on the other bhand, it bas
ng steps, Bob ila character, it constitutes
what Aarx cnlled & permanenl revolu-
Lion™.

Is this rlght?  Intelligently wonder-
Stogdd, it 1z right. Bot it most be un-
deratosd pecording to Marx and not oc-
cording to Lominadze. Bocharin, who
ghoweld up the latter preclsely [or hav
ing cmployed this formualn, was no closer
to Morx than the awthor of it. In capl-
talist socicty, every réal revolution
above all if it takes place in oa large
country, amd more particularly nwow, in
the imperinlist epoch, temds to transform
itgelf into a permanest revolotion:  in
olher words, net to come to a halt at
any of the slages It reaches, nol Lo con-
fimr ft=elf Lo nathonal boonds, bot o to
extend and to deepen Iself up to the
complete transformation of soelety, uap
to the Anal abolition of class distinctions,
constuently, up lo the complete and
final suppression of the very possibility
af new revolutions. That Is just what
the Marzian conception of the proletar-
ian revolutlon consistz of, being dis-
tinguished by that from the bourgeois
revolation, Hmited by ita natlonnl scops
as much as by itz specific objectives
The Chinese revolution contains within
itzalf tendencies to become permanent in
s8¢ far as it containg the possibility of
the congquest of power by the proletariat.
To =peak of the permanent revolutioo
withont this amd outside of it, js like
trying to il the caszk of the Danaldes.
Only the proletariat, after having seized
the state power and having itransformed
it into an inatroment of siroggle against
all- the forma of oppression amnd exploit-
ation, in the interior of the country as
will as beyopd its frontlers, gaing there
with the possibility of assuring o con-
tinnows eharncler Lo the revolution, in
other words, of leading it to the con-
struction of a complete secialist seclely.
A necesaary conditlon for thlis is to carry
out conaistenily a policy which prepares
the proletariat in gosd time for the
conguest of power. Now, Lominidze his
made of the possibility of a permanent
developnent of the revolotion (on the
condition that the bhrondest polley  be
correct ) o scholastle  formula gusran-
tealng at one blow and for all (ime o
revolutionary situation “for many yoars',
The permanent character of the revoli-
tion thus hecomes n low placing itself
above history, Independent of the polley
of the leadership and of the material
develaopment of revoelutionary events, As
nlways in swch cases, Lominadze and
company rasolved to annouies theit meta-
physlenl formula relative to  the per-
manent ¢harneter only after the political
leadership of Stalin, DBucharin, ‘Tchen
Dia-Bin* and Tamg Ping Bhan had thor.
oughly sabotaged the revolutionary sit-
uation,

After having assured the contlnuity of
the revolution for many years, t(he
plenum of the Central Cossmittee of the
Chinesge Communist Party, fresd  from
uny farther doubts, deduces from  this
formula comlitions favorable to the In-
surrsttion,

“, . . Mot only is the strength of
the revolutlonary mowvement of the Goil
ing masses of Ching not ¥et exhausted
but It s precisely only now that it is
beginning to manifest ftself in a new
advance of the revolutionary struggle.
All thiz obligea the plesnum of the Cen-
iral Committes of the Chinese Comman-
fat Darty to recopnize o directly rev-
olutiznary sltustion exists today (Nov-
ember 1927} throoghont China.™

The Objeetive Conditlons on the Eve

of the Insurrectiion

The Canton Insurrection was dedoced
from a similar evaluation of the situa-
tiom with n perfect inevitability. Had a
revolutionary situation really existed, the
mere foct of the defeat of Canton would
only have been o special eplsode, and ip
any case, would not have tranaformed the
uprlzing of this city into an adventure,
Even in face of unfavornble conditions
for the heurrectlion at Coanton itself or
its environs, the leadershlp hed as its
duty Lo wll that was necessary to réalize
the revolt most rapldly in order thos
to digperse and weaken the forces of
the enemy and to facilitate the trivmph
of the nprising in the other paris of the
eounley,

However, not after “many years” but
after a few months, it had te be ac-
knowledged that the politleal situstion
had declined abruptly, and that before
the Canton Insurrection. The campaigns
of Ho Lun and Yeh-Tin were already de-
veloping in an atmosphere of revolution-
ary decline, the workers were scparafing
themeelves from the revolation, the cen-
trifugal fendenciss  were  gaining i
strength, This is In no way contradie-
ory to the existence of peasant move-
ments in varlous provinees., That is how
it always is

Lot the Chinese Communists ask them-
selves now: Wonld they have dared to
decidé-upon fixing the Canion insurrec-
tion for December had they understood
that for the given perlod the fundament-
al forces of the revolution were ex-
hausted and that the great decline had
commoneed? It iz clear that §f they had
understood in good tme this radical
break in the sltuation, they would in no
cage have put on the order of the da¥
the appeal for the armed aprising in
Canton, The only way of explaining

the policy of the leadership in fixing and
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The Chinese Revolution

| By Leon

Trntsl{y

The following is a cha-der, “The 1Wer-
muuent Revolution and the Camion In-

surrection”, from the book on the Chi
nese Hevolution to be issued in the near
future by the Planeer Publishers. We
reprint this chapter now by I. In. Trot-
sky because of the general interest in

the =ubject, mnd  partienlarly  becayse
Dwcembnyr marks the avnlversary of the
Canbon Insurfection. This material has
never before appeared (i (e English lan-
guage. Further information on the com-
prehensive ook on the Chinese Revolu-
tlon will be fortheoming in the next few
ilnys—Fd. ).

carfying ont fhis pevolt, §s thai it did
not understand the meaning and the con-
segquences  of  (he defeats of Shonghal
and IHupeh. Thete can e po other o
terpretation of It But the lack of un-
derstanding cnn all the less excuse the
leadership of the Cominunib Interna-
tional, since the Opposition had worned
in gomd tme apminst the new situation
aml the new dangers, It fonnd  it=elf
accused for this by idiofs and ecaluwno-
intors of having the spirit of Hguidators,

The resolution of the SRixth Congress
confirins the fact that gy inedeguate re-
sistanes fo “putschistic moods" prodosed
the frultless uprisings of Hooan, of
Hupeh, eic, What s to be onderatood
by “putschistic  moosds"? The (hinese
Communists, In conformity with the dir-
ections of Bialin and Bucbarin, judged
that the sitnatlon in Ching was directly
revolulionary and that the partial revolis
bad every chance of being extended zuc-
cegafully to the point of becoming o pen.
eral insurroction. In  this  wav, the
launching of these surprise attacks re-
sulbed from an erroneous estimation of
the circumstances in which Chinn found
itzell towards the second half of 1527,
ax a resule of the defents suifered.

The Duplicity of the E, , . 1.

In Moaeow, they conld prattle about
the “directly revolutionary situation™,
aecnze the Oppositlondsts of being g
ubldators, whilea providing for themselvea
heforehamd against the Miture {oespecial-
Iy after Oanton) by making rescrvatlons
an fhe subject of “palschism”,. Bol  on
the theater of eveniz, in China itself,
every honest revolutionary  was  doty
Bbound to do everything he could in his
corner to hasten the uwprising, since the
Communist Tnternationnl had  declared
that the general sltnation was propitious
for an in=areection on a national scale,
1t is In this questlon that the reglme
of doaplicity divalges its  deliberalely
criminal character,

At the same tlme the resolution of
the Congress says:

“The Congress decms it enficely inex-
act 10 gitempt to conskler the Canton
insurrection as a puisch, It was a heroje
rear-guard (%) battle of the Chinese
proletariat, fonght in the cowrse of Lthe
perfod which has just passed in the
Chiness pevolution: in spite of the crude
mistakes commiited by the leadership,
this uprising will remain the standard
of the new Soviet phase of the revolu-
tiom""

Here confusion reaches its zenith, The
hergiam of the Cantonese proletariat s
placed In evidencs as a serecn [Getover
np the faulty lesdership net of Canton
iwhich the resolution casts off complete-
I¥} but of Mescow, which only yveater-
day spoke not of a “rear-goard batile™
but of the overthrow of the government
of the Kuo Min Tang.

Why is the appeal to insarcection de-
nounced as putschism afier the experi-
enee of Canfon? Because thanks to this
experlence, the inopporiuncocss of  the
uprising  wag eonfirmed. The leader-
ship of the Communist International had
need of a new lesson by example b
orider (o discover what alrendy nppeared
quite glear without . But aré not these
supplementary lessons for hehind-handed
people, given Io life, too costly to  the
proletariat?

Lominadze, oue of the infant prodig-
ies of revolutlonary stroiegy, swore at
the Filieenth Congress of the Comibiin-
ist Party of the Soviet Uniom (hat the
Canton  insurfeclion wag  Decessdary,
right and aalutary, preciscly beenuse it
inpugnrated an era of the direct strug-
gle of the workers and peasants for the
congquest of power. He mel with aghee-
ment. At the Sizth Congress, Lomin-
adze recognlzed that the Inswrrection
did pot inangoraie an era of triumph Dot
concluded one of defeat.  Nevertheless,
just as before, the uprising s considered
necosanry, right and salutary., Ils name
hae simply been changed: from a clash
between the vangnard of the foreca at
hand, they made a “Tear-goard battle”,
Everything elee romains as in the past
The attempt to escape the criticlsm of
the Opposition by hiding  behind  the
herolam of the Cantonese workers has
a8 much wolght a8, let us say for ex-
ample, the atbempt of General Renpeb-
kampl 4o take shelter behind the beroism
of the Ruossian soldiers whom he drown-
ed by his strategy in the Masurian
swamps, The proletarinns of Canton are
gnilty, without having committed mis-
takes, simply of an excess of confidenoe
in  thelr leadership, Thelr leadership
was guilty of having had a blind con-
fidence in the leadership of the Commun-
ist International which combined poli-
tieal blindnesa with the spirit of adven-
furlzm,

The False Comparison Between Muscow,
1805 and Canton, 1927

It is radically false to compare the
Canton  imgurrection of 1927 with that
of Moscow in 1808, Duoring the whole
of 1005, the Russian proletariat @ rose
from ome plane to the other, wreating
concesslong from the enemy, sowing dis-
integratlon in its ranks, concentrating
around its vanguard ever greater popular
miusges, The October 1006 strike was an

immenge victory, having a  world  his-
torical Importance, “The Russian prole-
toriat huwd its own party, which was not
subordinate] te any bourgeois or peetty
bourgeais  digcipline. The self-esteem,
the intran=igeance, the spirit of ofensive
of the party, rose from stage to stage,
The ussinn proletariat hod crented Sov-
fets in dozeng of citics, nol on the eve
af the revelt but during the procosa of
n wirike siroggle of the masses, Throwgh
these Hoviets, the party established con-

fned  with wvast masgses; it registered
their revolutlonary spielt: it mmobilized
them, The czari=l  gpoveroment, seelng
et ench day bDrought o ﬂhlll];\e in Lthe

relntionship of fopoes faverablde to fhe
revolution, pezeed over te the counter-
afensive and thus prevented the revolu-
tionpry  lemdership from  being oble (o
gitdln the time needed for continulng to
mobilize itz forces. Umler these edndi-
Limid, Ll lMtlE:ry'h]p eould and shogld
have staked everything so as to be able
to test by desds the state of mind of
the last decisive factor: the army. This
was the meaning of the insufrection of
Drecember 11HG,

In China, the events developed in a
ilivectly opposile  way. The Stalinist
poliey of the Chinese Communist Party
conaldted of a seriee of capltulntions be-
fore the bourgeolsie, accustoming the
workers to support patiently the yoke of
the Kuo Min Tang. Inm March 19206, the
party eapliulated before  Chiang  Rai-
Shek; it consalldated his position while
weakening its own; it discredited  the
banner of Marxism; It converbted (tself
inte an auxiliary instrument of the bour-
cenis leaderabip. The party extinguish-
ed the agrarian movement and (he work-
ers' atrikes by putting inio practize the
directions of the BExecttlve Committes of
the Communizst International on the
bloe of the four closses. 16 réenoonced
the organization of Soviets 0 asg not Lo
disturb the sltnation at the rear of the
Chinese genernls. 1t thuos dellvered to
Chiang Kal-Shek the workers of Shang-
hul, bound hand and foot. Alter the
crushing of Shanghal, the party, in coh-
formity with the directions of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Communist
International, placed all its hopes In the
Left Kuo Min Tang, the aocalled “center
of the agraclan revolution”, The Com-
puniate entersd the Wuohan government,
which repressed  the strike stragele
and the peasants’ aprisings. They thus
prepared n new and still erneller de
vastation of the revolutionary msses.
After all this, an lostruction entirely
'|'_||=_nE;In|.lE|:'[ with the apirit of adventur-
fmm, was lsmued, ondering an immedinte
orientation towards the insareecifon. It
is from this that was first born the nd-
venture of 1o Lun and Yeh-Tin, and
the even more palnful one of (he Canton
coup d'Etat,

No, all this dees wot resemble the in-
gnrrection of December 1905 at all.

An Inopportune Insurrection

If an opportunist ealls the events of
Canfon an adventurs 1F i3 becanuse It wias
un Insurrection. 1f & Bolshevik employs
the same designation for these facts, it
s hecause It was an Inopportuns insar-
rection. Tt iz not for nothing that a
German proverh says that whew two
men say the same thing it does not mean
the same thing, The officialz 3 Ia Thal-
mann can continue, on the subject of the
Chineze revolt, 40 reconnt to the Germaw
Communists the “apgstacy™ of the Op-
position. We will know how to leach
the German Communists to turn thelr
backs om the Tholmanna. In actualily,
fhe question of evaluating the Canton
insurrection §s the question of the teach-
fmgs drawn from the Thind Congress, tn
other words, of a lesson where the Hie
of the German proletariat was ot stake.

In March 1921, the Communist 1arty
of Germany sought to engage in an in-
gurrection by basing it=ell upom an &c-
tive minority of the proletarial in the
face of the passive apirit of the maj-
arlty, which was tired, distrustfal, ex-
pectative, as o result of all the preceding
defentz, Thoze who directed this At
tempt at this time also sought to take
shelter behind the herolsm of which the
workers guve proof in the Mareh battles.
However, the Third Congress did not
congratulate them for thiz attempt when
it comdemned the spirit of adventurism
of the leadership. What was our judg-
ment in those days of the March events?
“Their essence,”” we wrote, “is sum-
med up in the fact that the young Com-
munist party, alarmed by a manifest de-
eline In the workers' movement, made a
desperate attempt to profit by the inter
vention of one of the most active detach-
ments of the proletariat  in  order to
wlectrify’ the working class and, if pos-
gible, to bring matters to a declsive bat-
tle” (L. Troteky, Flve Years of the
Commaunlst International, page 333.)
Thalmann has not understood a thing of
all this,

From July 1923 on, we demanded. to
ihe great astonishment of Klara Zetkin,
varskl and other old, wvery veénerable
bt incorrigible social demoerats, that
ihe date of the insurrection in Germany
e fixed, Then, at the beginning of 1924,
when Fetkin declared that at that mo-

The Permanenf Revolution & the Canton Insurrection

ment she enviggzeld the eventuality of an
uprising with el “mwore  optimiszn®

than during the preceding year, we nruld
uul; shrpe onr shoillers,

“Au elementary teuth of Marxi=m save
that the factics of e seckillst probe-
tarial cannol e the same in face of a
revolutionary sitnation ns when this sit-

uation decs not exist,™ (Lenin, Works,
Vol XV, page 40
Toduy, everyvbedy nckooewledges  this

A IO verbully, bot how far they =il
are [tom applying i §n realiic !

The Tasks of the Leadership

It iz not a gquestion of koowing what
the Communists most do when the moass-
ea gra rebelling  of thelr own aeeord,
That §= a speciel  guestion. When  {he
masges arige, the Copmnoista mn=t b
with them, ovganizing and  iestroeting
thern, D8t ol gueestion 1= posged diffog-
antly : What ikl the Jeodership de nod
what shonld it have done  diorine  the
wieks and months Chat immedinicly pre-
onled  the Canton  insurrection? “Ihe
lender=hip was duty bouml to expliain to
the revolutionary workers fhat as a
consEpueier of defents, doe to g errome.
ong paolley, the relationship of  forees
had vicvad entirely in Gavor of (hg boar-
geslste, The great massez of  workers
who had fowght tromendons batilos, dlis-
per=cil by the encemnters, abawlonad the
Aelil of battle. I i= abaard to leliero
that one con march fowards a Peagant
ingnreection when e proletmrlng  minss-
#s are departing. They muost be group-
ed togetlier agaln, tight defonsive battles,
avolding n general battle, which obvious-
Iy ioes pot hold out any  hope. If In
splite of such n work of elarificatlon and
cdocatlon, contrary io it, the masses of
Canton had rebelled (which §s very un-
lkely) the Comnmists wonld have had
to put themselves ot thele head, Dot i
B2 Just the reverse that happened. The
nprising had been commamlog i ondvnnes,
deliberately pml with promeditaiion, bas-
el spponn 4 false appreciation of the whole
almasphere.  One of the (datachmnents of
the proletarint woas drown Into o strog-
zle which abvlously held ot no hope,
and meaale enster for the cnemny the an-
fifeilalionm af The vanegunrd of the works
ing elass. Mot to say this openly, 5 10
deceive tive Chinese workera and o pre-
pare new defentz  The Bixth  Congress
dith nol =ay il.

Does nll this signify that the Canton
insurreciion was only an adventure, al-
lowlng of buf one eonclusion, that s,
that the leadership was entively fncom-
petent? Mo, that is not the sensc of our
eritieis=m, "Fle Conton insuwreeciion show-
el that even affer onoroens defests,
with the manifeat deeline of the rev-
olwtion, even in non-lndustrialized Coan-
ton, willy its petly bourvgesls troaditions
of Sun Yat Benizm, the proletariat was
able 4o ri=e in revolt, to fight valinntly
and Lo conquer power.  We have hera a
fact of epormons lmportance. It shows
anew how considerable is the welght of
the proletariat in ifs own right, how
grext Is the polltical role which it can
eveniunlly plny, even if the working class
fz relatively weak in pumbers, In o his-
torteally hockward conntey, whera The
majority of the populntion Iz composed
of peasants and escattercd  petty  bour-
geois.  Thiz focf, onee more afier 155
amwl 197, eompletely  slemolishes the
philiziines a In Kunsinen, Mariinoy and
consorts, who tench ws that one cannet
dream of speaking of the dictntorship of
the proletarint in “agearian® China. Yet
the Mariinovs aml the Kuusinens are at

‘the present (ime (e deily nsplrers of

the Comrmunlst Inbernstional,

The Canton insureection  showed at
the same time that at the decigsive moa-
ment, the prol®arint was unable (o find
even In the petty bourgeols capital of
Bun Yat Seni=m & single polifical ally
having o distinet form, not even pmong
the debris of the Euo Ain Tang, of the
faft or the alivn-Teft. This means that
the vitnl tngk of esiablizhing the alliance
between the workers and the peor ped-
munts in Ching devolves exclusively amnd
directly npon (he Communist pacly,  The
accomplishment af this taek = one of
the eomlitlons for the trimaph  of  tThe
comming third Chinese  eevolution.  And
the victory af the latter will restore the
power fo the vanguard of the proletasiat,
gupported by (he unien of the workers
and the poor pea=ants.

Rebuild the Chinese Communist Party

If “apostaey™ mo=t be spoken of, the
traftore to the heroes aml the vietlma
af the Canton inszurrection  arve  thoge
who seck to riil themselves of the teach-
inga of this uprising in order to concenl
the crimes of the leadership. The les-
gon to draw i the followlng:

{1y The Canton insarrection showed
that only the proletarian vanguard in
China 1s capable of carrying omt the
uprising and of capinring power. The
revolt showed, after the expérience of
collaboration between  the Cooimiinist
party and the Koo Min Tang, the com-
plete lack of vitallty and the reactionary
charaeter of the slogan of the democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and the
pefsantry, opposed to the slogan of the
dictatorship of the prolefarlan drawing
the poor peasants behind it

(2} The Canton insurrection, con-
coived and exwewted  contrary  to the
course of development of the revelution,
aceelerates and deepens the decling of
the latter, facilitating the unnibilation of
the proletarian forces by the bourgeois
counter-revolution, This stamps the in-
ter-revolutionary peried with o painfal,

* Tohen Dui-8in since then has acknow-
ledged the meorrectness of his position,
and accepted the viewpoint of the Left
Opposition. His ‘statement has Dbeen
printed in the Milltant—

(Continued on Pawe 2}
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