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Manchuria

Chinese Masses Develop

Struggle Against Exploiters

Japanese imperfalism continues to In-
tremeh herselfl more atrongly in Manch-
uria, and pushes her military operations
peralstently amd sharply, From the hi-
oneae thore o little or no resistance Lo
the aggressions by  the invaderz, The
sloughter of the victims of capital-
fat  war increases.  Taitihar,
ter for the Chinese Eastern Wall-
wiy, jointly operated by Chine  and
Boviet Russzia, has been selssl by the
Jupanese, The Intter are now maselog

troops for an atiock on Chinchow, cen-
ter of the South Manchurian ailrood,
owned by the Jupanese, With the pro-
speetive occapation of Chinghow by Nip-
ponese troops, Japon will  have  direct
control of every clly of consequence in
Manchurla, except ITarbin.

Japan's position now in Manchnria ia
powarful and 1z reflected in her adam-
ant afttitnde toward proposals for o ces-
spbion of hostilitles and arraogement of
terms belween Japan and Chine, Jopan
his set out to dominate Manchorls, sod
to date & auceceding very well, Tha Tin-
fted States, though not o member of the
League, aml the powers dominant in the
Lengue of Nations—Oreat Britain  and
Frante——are having a trying time to save
the face of the League, so obyviously impo-
tent in the present Far Eastern  war,
There Iz talk of inveking economic
measures against Japan, Amerlea's at-
itude on thia appears to be negative,
The International Commission of Inquiry

At the moment, (he League of XNa-
tiana Counell s i sesslon and is get-
ting remly to submit another proposal to
Japan aw China; both turned down the
earller suggestions for o cessation of
war-fare. 'The draft resolution calls fon
nn International Commisgion of Inguiry
into the sicednpan war; it concerns 1t
#elf alzo with the evacoation, to be
atarted at once, of Japanese troops from
China ang Impedinte stoppage of mill-
tary activitles.

Thiz Commission ales has in nind an
Inguiry fnto the interoal affairs  of
China, thus laying an additloval Dase
for the spoliation and dismemberfment of
China by the varioits Imperialist powers.
Thus far there=is no Indleation whether
iy or all of the proposals In the Lengne
of Mation™s draft cesoluothon will be ae-
ceplible cither to Japan or Chinn  The
latter, ms matiors stond  today, really
has little chojee in the maitter, though
atrezsing the evacuation of Manchurls
as & slne goa pon for the settlement of
disputed {ssues. The Militant has gone
inte these issues before in detail

The relations between Japan and the
Boviet Tnion remain the same, despite
the provoecstion by Japan with its oe-
capation of Tsitlhar, Az a  matter of
fact, the other Imperialist powoers—the
Tnfibed HBtates, Great Britain and FPranse
—actnally encourage acts and gestures
of hostility toward the Soviet Unlon, and
continge to plan ways and means for a
united front of the ecapitalist noations
ngalnst the Workers' Republie,. They
liope in-due time to be able to wage war
upon the Soviet Union in an effort for
the latter's destruction. The Soviet Un-
lom thoz far has refuzed to allow itself
to b proveked by the lmperialist powers.
Bhe pursuea a policy of Deace

Japan Achieving Objoctives

In the main, Japan has achleved her
objectlves In Manchurin, Antl-Japansse
elamenta have been removed from high
post in Manchuria. Her econamic inter-
eats, possesslons and capital Investments
are on a more solld footing than ever
before: Japan feels that any settlement
of the disputes will be largely in her
favor and that any existing or Chinese
government of the bourgeolsie to-be will
be tolerant of Japan's “rights” and in-
tercets and treatiea,

The Chinese National Government con-
tinues to do nothing to stem the Japanese
apgressions. There is much talk, but it
glgnifies nothing, for there is only wiod
bahind it all

Dr. Alfred Sgze, Chinese delegate to
the League of Nationa Council at Parls,
knowing the fabblnesa of his govern-
ment, trles to pass the buck and wails
at the bourgeois [League because the
“Leagne has not lifted a finger in de-
fonse of covenants they have pledged to
defend." The Nanking Government,
knees bent In suppliance, comploine be-
fore the League Councll that the Japan-
gss bave expropriated Chinece lands,
levied illegal taxes, disrupted Chinese
communicationa, nterfercd  wlth  local
municipa]l admintstration in Manchuria,
ete. While China protesta that she will
not pay a political price for Japan's
evaenation of Manchuria or again slgn
another treaty embodying the notorions
21 points of 1016, Japan-and the imper-
talist nmations only give a mocking ans-
wWer,

Huo Min Tang Uniting Bourgeolsie

From (hlang Kal-Shek, Chinese hang-

man of the proleteriat, comes high talk
about golng to the war frant to lead the

struggle agalnst Japan. He exhorts the
Euwo Min Tmmg Congresa for unity of
all shades of the Kuo M Tang and
achieves reinstatement of expelled ale-
ments, among them Gen. Fng Yo-Halang
and Yen Hsi-Shan, mow re-eléected to the
Centeal Exeeative Commities of the Kuo
Min Tang., The Fourth Congress of the
Kuoe Min Tang—the asoclation of Chi-
nese Bourgealsie, land-lords and militar-
igls—moela in a tense almosphere, foel-
fng and knowing the rlsing wave of in-

dignation and protest of the Chinesé
proletariat and pepsantry agaknst them,

In China ftsclf the situation has be-
come more favorable for the Left wing
labor and Communist movement. The
Chinese masses are indignant and resent-
ful at the almost total fallere of the
Chiang Kal-S5hek government lo resist
the Manchurian Invasion by Japan. They
are beglnning to feel more surely, and
correctly so, that the bourgeoisie of
Cliina will eapitulale vefore amd com-
promiz: the historieal interests of  the
Manchurian amd Chinese masses (o the
Japanese. At the same time, they stosd-
ily receive the blows of the Chinese hour-
giodsie.

Chinese Tollers Organizing Resistanee

The Chinese masses sharply resent the
efforts of Japan to make what amounis
te i eolony of Manchuria, The prole-
tariat 1a eompelled to carry the brunt of
the hattles, oot only it own, Lut that
of It enemies and explolters.  As polot-
el out in The Militant hitherto, demom-
gtrations and the economic boycott wems
involmd at the outset of the preaont
atruggle. These are pow on the Increase,
and the historical weapon of the (Chi-
nese, the economic boycotl, in this lo-
atance of Japonese goods, s being lnk-
ed up more and more with political mant-
festatlons against the Chinese bourge-
b,

Class forces are once again more cleme-
ly allgning #nd realigning themselves,
both interpationally and in Chins, The
bourgeolsie of other countries are com-
pellied to condone the Japanese agression
hecanas of thelr own Imperialist objee-
tives, They have uot beem able to fnd
& wiy out of the world economic crisls;
the Manthurian events are buf an exten-
slon of thiz economie crisls on the poll-
tieal and military arena, The basic cem-
bination s that of the capitalist powers
againgt the Hoviet Unlon and the inter-
national working class which Is gradu-
ally organizing its forces for the defensg
of the Hoviet Unlon and agalnst iotes-
national capitaliam,

In Japan there has been an lncrease of
protest by workers and workers' organi-
gntions ngainst the Japanese government
aud fta depredations upen Manchuria.

In China the Chinesy bourgeoisic are
alremdy calling upon “Left” fronts to
mask thelr achemes and exploitation, In
addition o attempting, as poloted out,
to unify the Koo Min Tang. The Koo
Min Tang of Canton, South China, is

preasing Wang Chin Wel to the forefront
ng the “Left” representative. These
maneuvres are  some  of the Internal
dangers that the Chinese proletaTiat
facea and moat meet.

Itasic tasks remaln as before: Unifica-
tion of all the forces of Communism in
China and internationally ; revival and
reorganization of the Chinese labor move-
ment, oppressed mercilessly by Chinese
capitaliam; integration of the Communs
ist forces in the United States in ordeT
to b able to develop a common and wide
front ef the American working class in
ptruggle against the Amerfcan bourge
alsle, and to achleve a mobilization of all
poaaible forces In support and defense of
the Soviet Unlon from aggressions from
any quarter and against the * growlng
menaee of world war.

—M. A
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The Marine Workers Tortured in Jail

Defendants Plead Not Guilty to Charges in the New York «Dynamite Plot»

On Toesdny, November 1Tth, the New
York nowspapirs: came put with sensg-
tional atories about an alleged plot for
“Iher whaolesale bombing of barges in New
York Harbor” which, it was  elalmed,
hadd been frustrated by the arrcst of five
members of the Independent “Tidewnter
Boatmeén's Union. From the wery tirst
we viewed fhe reports of the affalr with
the deepeat suspiclon, all the more so
ginco it was being represented as a *“Com-
munist  drive against  eapitalistically
ownid property and a caompalgn in a war
of Communists against conservafive la-
bor”. (The Times.) Since the opposition
of the Commuanizt movement—ih all of
ita faetlons and grouplngs—to  methods
of individunl violence and terroriem =
clearly established and well known, this
attempt to pazs the afale off as a
Communist actiop thréew discredit on the
whole story of the police, The fzet that
it iz directed at the Boatmen's unlon was
anather suspicicns feature, It had the
bad zmell of another “plant™ swech as
ks been  encountered time and time
again in the experience of the Jabor
movement in Amerlea, In common with
all class consciouns workers wea walched
for further developments with the most
Intense interst.

Himpee we have had no asscelation or
direct acguaintance with the accused
man we did not féeel that the inftiative
in arronging a legnl defense for them
belonged to us, although we were of the
opinlon that they were entitled to that
much in any ease. The fact that the
revolutionary lebor movement does  not
advocate or practice the method of In-
dividual terrorlsm or sabotage iz oo
rieasoi o Ay into o paniec when the police
find some dynamite or plant . Neither
should we take a  police  accusation
againat g group of workers as proof of
ﬁilt. A finally we should mot torfn

r backs on workers ip the hands of
the police and leave them defenseless
winder any eirenmstances. These alémen-
tary principles of labor ethics and soll-
darity—to say nmothing of the Commun-
fst elass paint of view—which ooght to
7] rplen for granted, afe mentionéd here
only becpuse they secm to have been for
gotten in this case,

Therefore, when it became clear, af-
ter two days had clapsed since the ar-
rest without anything having been done,
the MNatlonal Committee of the Commun-
it Loeaguo decided to come to the ald of
the prisoners and make provigions for
thelr legal defense. This was promptly
pecomplished, thanks to the help and co-
operation of Carlo Tresca, editor of 0
Martells. Hinee Wednesday a compefent
attorney hos been Iooking after the legal
interests of the norieed marine workers.
The facts are now coming to lght and
the fogp of police propaganda in Ehe capl-
talist press is beginning to 1lift, Hvery-
thing that has happened sioee our in-
vestigation began has tended to confirm
the first auaplcions abour the case.

Every working class organizgation, and
above all the entlre left wing of the
movement, iz duty-bound to support the
defenae of the arrested marine workers,
As wrea aee it this is a principle guestion,
The accused men have enfersd pleas
of mot gullty. The letter of Boderberg,
printed in another eolumn, shows that
the police elaim of "“confessions™ is the
confesalon of thelr eown atool-pigeon and
proveatenr. Even bonrgeols Justice grants
a presumption of Innccénce until guilt
has been proven at a trial, Can revolo-
tionary workers do less?

From this point of view the strongest
protest must be registered against the

oulrageous commentz of the Dadly Work-
er on November 18th, There, instend of
a profest agalnst the sttempt to convict
the prisoners in Che copitalist press be-
fore telal, we read o denunclation of
them, Without lifting a finger to investi-
gate the facts, without appealing to the
wirkera to alb least suspend juodgment
untll the facts are known, they take the
pollee anouncements for granted and
abandon the helpless prisoners to their
fate, piving them a kick on the way.
(O men whoe at that moment were being
beaten and torfured by the police, they
haid only this to say:

*Soderberg, secretary of the Tidewnter
Boatmen's Uinfon, whom the enpltalist
presa ealla o “Hed™, wns expelled from
the Communist 1"ariy for being & sus-
pleious element and also from the Marine
Workers' Industrial Union for disruptive
and antl-working class activitles, Trleger,
Refly anid Bunker were  expoellidd  [Fom
the Marine Workers" Industrial  Unlon
g hay] elements.” They do not belong
to our faction—da with them what you
will! Shame on zoch people! They are
withont honor, without sentiments of sol-
Idarity, withowt cven the labor cthies of
an ordinary union member.

More than that, In their pauie, in
thielr rabbit-heartesl ecowardice, in theire
fool's delusion that thoey can save them-
gelves by poloting the finger at others,
they approach  downright  provecation
agaimat the I, W, W. amd the Loveatone
faction,

Conalder mls: “Trelger in hia confes-
slon (who eald he made a “confession™? )
stated that he was a member of the 1.
W. W. and was mot a Commuondst nor did
i belleve in Communist political ac-
tion, hut o direct individoal anarchist
aetion."”

And thiz: “The men arrested are not
members of the Communist Parky, and
their actions are unknown b il, with
the exception of one of them, who was
expielled from the Party as a susplelodas
character amnd who has been sinee very
openly working against the Party with
the renegade Tovestone group.”

It i not we who harker dynamiters—
it fa the 1. W. W. and the Lovestons
group. » You are welcome to blame it
onte them, bot leave us alone. With
guch @ wyellow and treacherons attitude
wit can have nothing whatever in com-

mon, Owur differenos: with both the L
W. W. and the Lovestone faction are
many and scrloos enough. We have

gpoken of them before and we will speak
of them agaln,  HBut these organlzatlons
canmot be aecused, even by the remotest
implication, of the advocacy or practleo
of indlvidual terrorizsm. 1t f= not froe,
And even §iF It were troe we would not
any &0 In sueh & moment. We aPe rev-
alutionist, not informers,

LI ] L L

We cagot belleve that the Commun-
iat workera will et the position of the
Dally Worker prespnil as the polley of
the Party. It iz indesd o téercific reve-
lation of the political and moral degen-
erption in the upper clrcles of the Btal-
indst faction, These processes of decay
cxpose (hemzelves with devastating awift-
nesa ln timez of ecrisls and danger, when
legiders have fo act qulckly; when they
have no time to dissemble; when they
have to show ai onee the contents  of
their minds and hearts. On the other
hamd the time of erisizs and danger calls
ont the decpest class impolses of the
revolutionafy proletariet and  lmpels
them to assert their will in irresistible
terma.  An upheaval in the Communist
ranks against the cowardly amd ireason-
able attitude of the Dally Worker in the
cqze of the marine workers will be the
best thing that can happen for the good

Rail

Btep by step the capitalist forces are
mobilizing thelr beavy artillery to make
certain of a wage cut on the rallroads,
This important industry 18 oune of the
remalning strongholds of the pre-crisis
working class atandard which now, in
the view of the arlstocracy of flnance,
must be battered down at all cost. Yet
in face of thia, there I8 no vlslble aciion
whatever of the unlons preparing to meet
the onslauwght.

Individually the railroad workers have
long age been pradually put on reduced
rations by the “economies” effected by
the romds, Inereasing uwse of  heavier
material, heavier rolling stock and long-
er trains have brought about constamtly
riduced forces aml a greaber ontput per
man, ‘This is vividly substantiated by
the reports of the unlons. According to
statements made by the president of the
Brotherhood of Enginemen and Firemen
before the La Follette Senate subrom-
mittes, labor saving machinery during
the last few years has displaced about
250,000 workers, and sinee the begloning
of the crisis, the owners of the railroads
have dropped an additional H000M em-
ployees, Many important regulations
gulned during yeara of struggle have
long ago been lost In practleally all of

Bosses Drive for Wage Cuts

the rallroad erafts, and some of them
have lost the plght hour doy once in
operation throoghout the rallroads.

How the Capitalist Pressure Works

The first direct step in the sssanlt
ppon the present wages was takeén by the
raflroad owners fn their appeal to the In-
ferstate Commerce Commisslon for &
155 rabe increase. Their appeal was
predicated wpon a denial, which prompi-
Iy followed, to lay the basls for a wage
eut.  No sooner had the denlal beecn ren-
dered, then aeveral roads began soma
by directly announcing wage culs; others
by making a pretense of negofintions
with the unions, with the astage all sct
of course and proper pressucre provided.
The Camndlan MNatbonal Paclfic lines de
manded o wage cut. The New Yerk Cen-
tral lines, the largest single a¥yatem In
this countey demanded a 109 wnhge oot,
to be voluntary and bo remalm . effect
for one year: evidently to préepare Tor
further sota after that,

The New York Central Lines slone
have peleeed their working force from a
total of 170,081 on January frat, 1000 to
128,448 on Febroary 15, 1831,

Finally there [s now sdditlonal press-

(Continued on Page 2}

of the movement and the honor of the
Party. That will facilitate the organi-
sation of a siroeng working class front
agalmst the new “dynamite  plot”  aod
almilar conapiracies of the raling powera.

The miliiant workers must be aroused
and orpanized to fight, ‘The Cobunonlst
League #8063 po factional lssue in the
caze which Involves the lives and lber-
tiess of the marine workers amd endon-
gers the entire Left wing labor nmoswe-

moverment, regnvdless of the diferences
which divide them, who are willing to
stomd together on thia  common  class
point af  view, The Ilabor movement
whitll not e tervorized and broken up by
dynamite plois, The arrested marving
workers shall not be abandoned and left
diefenscless, They shall not be rallroad-
ed withont o fight. We hope to =ee the
labor movement, aiwl expecially ita en-
tire Left wing and militant section, ap-

ment. The matter neceszitates the co- | jel o this fight )
opetation of all alements In the labor JAMES I CANNON,
LR K

A Letter From One of the Defendants

The ‘Tombs, CIity¥,
November 3, 141
Aly dear Cannon:

Haove just recelved wour spocinl dell-
very letter and have also seen-Mr, Sab-
buating, the lawyer retained by you and
others on our behall. All four defend-
ants, Bunker, Treiger, Reilly and myzelf
dizewsied yoar letter and arrlved at the
decision that 1 was to write informing
you that we aceept your cholee of conn-
sel, nnid 1 am forther instructed by my
comrades to expréss our unanlmows ap-
precigtion to you and those others in-
tereabed and associatel wilh you in sec-
uring counsol for us.

Yours was the first and only offer of
asaltance received by us sines our ar-
regt. It ls very pratifying to note that
you and other comrades have done what
you have in onler to sec what can be
done fn the matter.

All the defendants, except the agent
proveesnteur Hoyle, have entered pless
of mot gullty.

As to our case, I cannot go into it in
ibptmil due to the foct that the frial 1s
gtill pending. 1 ean, however, show Ehe
role of & atool-plgeon and agent pro-
vocateur of the firat elasa. Thiz animal
could sit in the next room contentedly
cating & eandwich and drinking his cof-
fee while the police were beating me un-
conseiows in thele endeavor to force me
Lo e roilty, All known [ortores
were uséd by the pollee  (beating  of
testicles with blackjacks, punching and
squeesing of same;, eben)  Yeb this spee-
ies of human degradation conld sit there
and laugh., He could go to Hickey {o0wn-
er of the O'Hoyle Towing Co. and com-
plainant fu the case) In open court In
fromt of us wll, ask for and recclve 210,
on actount for sending foor men up the
rlver for 40 wyears or more, This  rat
could do this snd feel no pang of ree
morse. To such an extent s jf possible
for & human helng to sink umler this
aystem of society,

Who iz this Hoyle? What s his re-
cord? A econvielion 'in  Providence  for
larceny=-not from anyone that conld af-
ford it, but from n worker. Fired off
hig last three jobs, not for orgumizaticn
activities but on account of dronkenness,
Unable to get a job In the harbor he hit

on the lda of making easy money by
ieving to Involee his own anlon comreades
im some tangle, e came o me months
apa with all kinds of proposillons, lo-
sane proposals. 1 oalready onee stopped
him from committing o ceriain act that
1 romebdered would not be the (hiog to
il

This skunk—and as I write this in
my eell, e pacesa the floor above, alone,
shnpped amnd despised by his  fellow-
prisonera—went to the police on Sunday
afternoon and told them a tale of tereor
ol o beeak loose on the watorfront,
fnvalving many others ootside of those
maw in juil. He was told by the police
te o back to the ofbce of the union and
watch for my appearance there because
“if 1 was not arvestéd firef 1 may be
warned by other acrests, et (This
gtalement admitted by the pollee) On
Mounday noon, upon my arrival o the
offiee, he came in, spid “hello®, went out
arouwnd the corner where the dicks wera
walting amd  eonveniently  got  himslf
“arrested”, Halfl an howr lates T was or-
rested anid 1n less than one hour Trelger
wiag brought b and shown to me Just
oty ewonph for me to sce his swollen
whil blosd-smeared  fmee {which was
shown me for ofecth. And shortly af-
ter that Heilly aml Bunker pot in thelr
APHATANCe,

There Is nothing quite az low, as mis-
erable gl dezpleable s ao agent pro-
voenteur., He would step on his own
mother's neek for a few flthy sheckels,
fle wonld stoop to anvehing for galn,
Take part of this rat’s story, He stated,
pmong other things, that the office since
my election had taken the form of an
armed enmp, with me handlong oot guns
(o various bodyguards, ete. Yei, as far
as 1 know, the only gun ever carried in
that office waas the gun of this stool-
pigeon himsell,  And when T saw tha
gun I told him to lenve the office and
got ¥ld of the gun. He later complained
to me that hiz gun had been stolen, I
mercly mention this to show the charac-
ter of this apeciea of human degradation,

You are free to nsé all orf part of this
for publication in The Milifamnt.

(&igned) Joln . Soderberg,
Secretary-teensurer, 1. T. B, T

Swabeck Starts On National Tour

A national tour for comrade Arne
Bwabeck on behalf of the Natlonal Com-
mittee of the Communiat League of
America  (Opposition) has jost begun.
Comrade Swabeck will cover the prin-
cipal citics of the country, as far West
ags Kansas City. Public mass meefings
as well as organization meetings with
the Branches of the League will be hold
in the various localitles. The tour ia a
result of previous plang of the Second
MNatlonal Conference and of numeron:s
requests from the Branches to undertake
gach g tour immediately. The tour will
begin in Boston with a lecture on “The
Rise and Fall of the MacDonald Govern-
meent” and will eonclude i Philadelphia

Help The Militant

The regular appentance of Theg
Militant this week Is due (o emer-Z
gency relief on the part of the News
York Branch of the Communistg

It is imperative that a®

Fil= &

cilved from other sectlona of theZ
country, There has been a begin-s
ning, but insuficient to meet the g
= requirements, already sealed downe
= o the minimum, of The Milltantc
= budget. h

We are compelled to cnnllnna

& OUT public appeal for financial as- g

S sistance. Wil YOU HELP tos
> maintain the Weekly Militant? o
= Our appeal thls time Is brief,S
2 bt absolute. u

SEND FUNDS IMMEDIATELY S

THE MILITANT

# East 10th Street,
Mew York, M. X.

on January 10th, The schedule of the
national tour follows:
Boston, MAss........o00.. Nov, 27, 28, 28
Toronte, Ont. Canada, ... Dee 2, 3
Detrodt, Mich.........o-. . Dee 6, G,
Chienage, Tl ..o, ooeee.. Dee B 0, 10,
11, 12, 13,
Bpringhield, 111 ..., ..... . De 14

A, T.owis, M. cewmaaes Do 15 160
Kansaa Clty, Mo, ....... Dec. 15, 10, 20,
Minnenpoliz, Minn ... Dee, 24, 25 26

27, 28 29,
Chicage, Ile.vewnseesss Do 31, Jan, 1
Youngstown, Oblo . ......Jano 3
Cleveland, Ohlep oooo..... Jon, 4, &
Philadelphia, Pa. ........ Jan, 10

EL SOVIET CONFISCATED

The third 1saue of El Soviet {10-20-31),
weekly publication of the Left Opposl-
tlon In Hpaln, has been confscated by
the Civll Govérnor of Barcelons. Num-
eros difficultdes: have been enconfitered
in the distributjon of El Soviet due to
the suppréssions by the reactionary soe-
inligt-republlean government. 3,000 cop-
log of the third [zsue had been printed
when the confiscation occured,

The fiezt and second numbar: wore
also delaved in disteibution by  inter-
ference of the nonthorities, Varions suob-
perfuges are empleyed to préevent Come-
munist propaganda, such as refusal to
gtamp e coples, az required by law;
at other times the zovernor delays an-
thorization definitely.

L] LI L

TUpon recelpt of knowledge of the con-
fiscation of El Soviel, the Communist

Lengue of Amertea (Opposition),  New
York branch made arrangements for an
entertalnment for the enefit of El Soviet,
Thig local affalr will take place on Sat-
ueday, December Sth at 54 Fast 10th
Street, the Lesgue hendquarters, Work-
erg are cordinlly invited to atfeml. Re-
freshments will also be served,




