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ENGLAND

Conservatives Pre§s AttackonLabor

Consequences of the Elections in Great Britain and Prospects for the Communists

Two daye ago the General Eleetion,
describegd by  the libern]l Manchester
Guardian a8 the “shortest, strangest and
most froudulent of our time™, ended.
Dt of the confuslon and the tormoll
af the last few weeks has come the
strongest reactionary Government this
country has had sloee the war,

Most Militant readers will ba familiar
with the resulis of the Election befors
this letter appears in print.  Some com-
meutl s however justified and necessary,
for the effectx of the Election are like-
Iy to Le far-reaching, The clearer we
are as to why the National Government
was glested In this way, the nearer we
ghall be to establlubing a correct polley
for the English revolutionary movement,

Filest 1ot it b guld thoat the recent
Elretion was the most viclons of modern

times, The Copservatives aet out  to
“qmash Soctulizm”™ and  Its swppoesed
advocates, the Labowr Parfy  (rather

prozeling thia to our comrades whio say
that Labour ia the same as the Conger-
viatives aml who enll the Labowpr Party
“Social-Foasclst™ 1) fo catablish protec
thon, to lower the workers” wages and
to drive thousmulz: off of unemployment
beneAt. Thelr petty-bourgeols servants,
the Labour [Marty, were oo wenk, too
vacillating to carry the program fhrough
effgciively : a0, as in 1024 when the first
Labour Governmont was sawept aside to
give ploes to the Haldwin Government,
the Labour I*arty had te go In ender to
make rogom for more rothless Governs
ment,

The Conservative Attack Of Labour

To this end a sweeping  attack was
carried through wpon the Labour Party,
an attack woaged by onewspapers, the
wireless, the platforin and the clnemnm.
The reply of the Labour Party was timdd,
covvnrdly @il eonfused. More and more
they wers driven into o posltion whore
thelr only efectlve reply could be w
clasa reply, n Hoclotlst reply. But how
eanld they raply in  this way? Haow
conld they who deery elass war rally the
worklng clazs  against  thelr mastess?
How could men who had previously
agresd o “cconomies” protest efective-
Iy ngalnat “economies™? With n shame-
ful record as a Government, with the
whole basia for thelr reformist poliey
awept away, with the knowledge, behind
thelr semi-apologatie protests, that 1f
returred they eould do  nothing, how
conld they rally the workers agninst the
cmployers?

Against the fierce attack of the rul-
ing class, the Labour IPacty could pit
only weak words and pledges that rang
false. By thelr timidity, by the confu-
slon they gpread, by the policy they had

-
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The Repressions
In Spain

Deeapite all the calumnles of Stalin's
disciples in Hpan, we have the honor
of  being the firat victims of the new
Law for the Defense of the MHepublie,

On October 22, one day after the law
wiis passed, the General Direction of
Hecurlty (olice) sent several agents fo
our headguarters, to make o detalled in-
quicy and to conflgente whatever they
released. For two  doys | they  went
through our files without finding what
they were looking for, At the tlme of
the ruld there was only one comrade
there, the watchman, aged T1. They de-
manded of our old friend that he leave
the place dering the search. When I
arrlved at the office, they had already
catried on for more than half an houor,
1 protested in vaine  Galazza's  pollee
wanted to carry off the mogazines, the
perlodicals, the books, in short, overy-
thing that we had in the place. Bome
of the comrades swho had arrived Inter-
fered and the police calmed down a bit.
They gave up the dea of selzing the
periodicals and magazines that appear
legaily., But they took all the docw
ments, the letters, ete. from correspon-
denta and subseribers of Comunismo end
our Communiat Publlcations.

1t Is clear that the new law authorizes
the police to confiseate all they please,
it we know that this anthorizafion Jdoees
not produce the desired resalts.  Our
profeats, whilch were zent ont to  the
presa, will not be poblished, nor heard.
But the foct that we, the Left Commun-
fata, are the frst victims of the new law
proves that the bourgeolsle do not seem
to take much stock In Stalln's  oplnlon
on our “counnter-revolutlonary™ attitwde.
For many workers, this will be very lm-
structive.

Madeld, October 25, 1061
—H, LACROIX.

BOSTON LECTURE!

A lecture on the “Rise nnd Fall of the
Britlsh Labor Governmment™ will be glv-
on by comrade Aroe Swabeck, member
af the National Oommittes, Communiat
League of Amerlea (Opposiiioen) on
Friday, November 27, 1931, at & P. M.,
at the Ambassador .Gardens, corner of
Berkeley and Warren Aves, under the
ausplees of the Boston Braonch of the
Communist Teague of Amerlea (Opposi-

tlony. The admisslon s 25 cents

»*

pursued when the “economy cuta™ were
maude, Labour helpad to wenken and dls-
coarige the working class and to expose
the whale movement to the attack which,
now begun, will b oarrled ruthlessly
through to the bitter end.

Seldom has the mailed flst of caplial-
ist role been so clearly visible through
the welvet glove of democracy.
te demonstrate”, said the Xatlonal Min-
fjarers, “and we will have you batoned
down' “Dare to rTeturn #  Labour
Government,” szald The Ananclers, “and
we will pull down the pound sterling”
*Dare to vote Labour”, sald the employ-
er, "nrd I shall have to close down my
fectory,” A lesson, this electlon, in the
realilies of capltalist democracy, o les-
gon soon to be expounded more clearly
by the Employera National Government.

in zuch clreomatances it is not to be
wondered ot that the Conservatives
were able to pull over the petit-bour-
penisle almost en bloe and even to lo-
fluence the waverers in the ranks of the
workers, Declsivencss, power, Confidencs
and a bold working class program could
have won Labour tréemendous support;
bt theae things cannot, In a erisls, come
from the representatives of the petit-
bourgeoisie ; they can only come from
the workers' revolutionary Party. Eo
the strength of the Conservative's cam-
palgn enabled them to march the mid-
dleclasses, with drums beating  and
fhtgs fAving, to the Poll. The six and
a half-milllon votes cast for Labour wand
working clasa votes, bot they were voles
cast without hope and with the minloom
enthuslasm.

The weakness of Labour, together
with the peculiarities of the electoral
aysteim, aceeount for the weakness of the
Labour Party in the new House of Corl-
mons. Here are the principle figures.

Votes Seots
For the Govern-
ment {(Torles, MNa-
tlonal-liberals &
Kational-labour 14,207,597 G50
The Labour
Oppoaltlon 8, 718,054 5B
Commuuist party  T1.E24 fuf i

It would naturally scem o follow that
the Communist Party would rally consl-

“Dinre|

the Party's line in the Election has bDeen
diealt with: the results certainly show
that there was mich wrong. For the
Election weakensd, aa we predicted, the
mass movement against the cuts and
alsy brought very few volos to the 'arey
candldutes,

The Results for the Communists

0Of the tofal Communist poll of 72,024
votes, 43,802 were enst In four constito-
encles sut of twenty-six, In the 1039
election the party polled 50,000 votes
with twenty-five candldates confesting:
in some constituencles this election saw
an Incrense; In some, notably Greenock,
Battersea and Opmore there was o de-
erpasge, Ingofar Aas votes indicata the
amount of support existing for the
Party, the resuliz show how wvery weak
the Tarty 1a in England and how ef-
fectively ita recent campalgn ngainst the
*seonomies” has been.

Prospects

It iz clear that durlng thls wioter
the employers will atiempt to  reduce
wagea heavily and that the applicstion,
by the National Government, of the
“means test™ o thomsands of unemploy-
ed will woraen the conditions of large
numbers of unemployed and employed
workers, A correct policy, & clear fight-
ing call, and a sensible approach to the
waorkers will bring tremendous sapport
to the Party., Without this the Party
cannot grow and cannot folfll ita duty
to the international worklng class

Hut unfortunately we know that ouor
lepders are incapable of achieving real
and Msting results for the Parly, and
are intapable of playing a decisive role
in the big struggles ahend. Wea have al-
ready seen, time after time, that the
faflure or treachery of Labour dogs not
autematically bring Increased support to
the Party. Only if the Party member-
ghip can force a full unfettered discus-
alon sud from that discussiom select a
Bolahevik leadership: only providing
that the power of rhe Stalinist machine
mn be broken and new life and vwlgor
brought to the Party, ¢an we hope to
play a decisive part in the struggles of
the next few months, To this end the
prtivitles of the Opposition comrades In
England munst be directed.

London, October 20, 1031

degable support around its candbklates.
In n previous letter, the weakness of

ANGLICTIA.

The Rise of Fascism in Britian

There 18 an old proverb to the effect
that “coming events cast thelr shadow
before them™ It was not an aecldent
that, simultaneonsly with the dissolo-
tion of Parllament, there appeared the
first number of the first avowedly Fasc
{st paper in Britlsh history; bearing the
glenificant title of Aetlon. And it was
alzn no accldent that the leader of the
“New" party I on ex-legder of the
Labour Party and a former protagonist
of the “socfallsm in our time” polley
of the I, L. P. Neor is it by chance
that the editor of Actlon, Harold Nicol-
gon, ls a son of Lord Carnock, (8ir Ar-
thur Nieolson) who as permanent head
of the Britiah Forelgn Offes was a8
responsible as anybody for the Imper-
jallst War of 1814-18. This uniom of
socinl-democratic demagogues and cyni-
en) members of the official rullog class-
ez 15 & very slgoificant beginning  and
bears & close resemblance to the beglo-
nings of Itallan fascism which was born
from the union of Mussolini with the
representatives of Itallan Imperialism
whom Versailles bad cheated of thelr
expected proy.

1t is true that the pages of Action show
ng yet Little of the cynlenl Jogle and
riuthless realpolitik that characterizes
German fasclsm., We do not find In the
utterances of Mosely and bls collergues
anything of the clarity that character-
{ges the pitterances of Miassolinl or even
of Hitler, But we bave to remembor
thit the Evglish are not a theoretlcal
people (not of course due to the fact
that they have a speclal brand of “hu-
man nature”, but as a result of the
peculiar historical experlences of the
British people), and thelr Protestant
and lnaular heritage does not make foT
luckdity of thought as does the superb
training in logile afforded to the Itallan
people by the Roman Catholle theology
and the hard clarity of Latin literature.
Nevertheless English fasclsm s learning.
Moseley s an avowed dlaciple of Hitler,
whose methods he has stidled at  firet
hand In Germany. His bodygouard of
thnga recall the squadristi of early
fasclsm with the inimitable “Kid” Lewls
as a pocket edition of Italo Balbe!

The Conservatives and Fasclsm

Thig, It would be un-Marxist and prac-
tically the helght of onwiladom to Ign-
ore oF 40 undarpate the “New"™ Pari¥
{the name shows the nalve inexperlence
of lts promoters) merely becauase 1T le
at present crude and inexperlemced, It
i= a fact of immense historlcal magnitude
that fn Britain, the clossle bome of
Constitutionallsm, a fasclst party shounld
have risen whose methods can: only be
consummated by actlon that s “"uncen-
situtiomal” and llable to end in clvll war.
Only a stullent of diaslecties can Appre-
hend in its fulness the sigolficance of
this apparition that fAnally nails the Ha
that in Eogland “human oature’” {8
different, and that, therefore, Revolution
{and Counter-revolution) ia imposaible.

It may be added that the Importance
of the birth of Britlsh fascism would be
in no wise diminighed even if the Tory
party decldes to steal Moseley's than-
der and to ron Winston Churchill (or
Lorda Llopyd or Rothermors) for the of-
fice of British dictator, The fact would
stIl remain that Moseley had crossed
the bridge from democracy to fasclam
and that the first step ls alwara hardar
than the last; actually, it is possible thaty
this mmy happen. The Tory Party has
a semi-Fascist wing which wiil be
strengthened as the progressive ligulide-
tion of the British Emplre sends its fm-
perial proconsuls home to poost! This
wing is at present In the shade but with
the decline of Rritlsh eapltaliam, it may
push the Baldwins and Oliver Stanleys
{the present and prospective leaders of
the democratfy Torles) Into the back-
ground,

The Koad to Eascism

Should thizs happen the Britizsh bour-
geoisle may prefer to establish fasclam
by means of itz old and well tried ser-
vant, the Tory Party, rather than by
menns of the new-fangled eondottieri
of the “New” Party. In that case the
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- MILITANT DANCE
This Saturday |

The Third Annopal Militant Danee on
Baturday, November 21 promises to be
the best attended and highest spirited
affalr yet held by the Communlst Lea-
gue of A'wmeriea (Opposition) in New
York.

The Greek cgmeades who wera recent-
Iy expelled from the Party and jolned
ng a8 a group, wlll entertaln with sev-
eral interesting pumbera. A good bond
will furnish the dance music, and on
the balcony tables will be arranged for
those who lHke to sit around to eat and
talk.

The maln porpoese of this affair will be
to afford an opportonity to  all  our
friends, sympathizers and members to
spend an enjoyable evening and get bet-
ter acqualoted with each other, while
ft the game time learn more about the
tundamental princlples of the Left Op-
position,

According to reporta recelved by the
committes In charge, tickets are selling
well, and many who have never attend-
e#d our previous affairs, have definitely
promised to come, Among them will be
geveral outstanding figures In the labor
movament, #s well as the members of
the Marxlan Youth Clal.

Keep November 21 open. Come and
bring your friends. A good time Is as-
gured to everybody.

The Date—Saturday evening,
November Zlst
The Place—Stuyvesant Casino,

Znd Avenuoe at Sth Street.

HTory™,

Conservative Party would become fasc-
lat im fact but probably boet in
mame, (It fa, after all, a conservative
party and its dlslike of Innovations ex-
tends to pames; e g witness its fidelity
to the old 1Tth  eontury  designation,
What have the polities of the
age of Charles II and Shaftesbury in
common  with those of the age of im-
perinlism amd finnnes capital?.

The actual development o griam de-
pends therefore on the British bourge-
olsie as that of Mussolini did on the
Italian bourgeoisle; and, while the Ital-
lan rtuling <lass had no alternative to
Mussolind, the Hritish have alwaya the
Conservative party. As the erlsis deep
eng, ox protection fails to do aught but
intensify the misery of the masses; &S
the Labowr Party demonstrates more and
more clearly that it Is a reformist party
with no poasibility of giving any we
forms; the British bourgeolsle will in-
evitably turn to fasclsm; and whether
Moseley Iy the messiah or merely the
forerunner; the result will be the aame
as far as the workers are concerped.
The British ruling class has nothing fo
learn in rothlessness from any bourge-
gigie In the world amd it i3 merely a
matier of time before it learns o 0X-
press ltgelf with a clarity of which “Il
Diee™ himsall would be prond

In spite of its numerical inslgnificance
the formatlon of the “New" Party is the
moat slpaificant development of capdtal
fzm in Breltain since the General Strike.

But evenis prove to be moving at &
terrific speed and nowhere more so than
in Grent -Trfdmin. Under these condi-
tionz It Is safe to infer that the supers
af today will occupy the centre of the
stage OMOTTOW.

—CAIUS GRACCHIUS.

Russian-German

Trade Relations

The appeal entitled, “Is o BSoviet Ger-
fnany Possible? only proves all  the
more how important it was at the time,
for the Hoviet government to elaborate
a model plan of cooperation bétween the
Boviet Union amd Germany, tight at the
beginning of the crisls, That would
have had an incomparable agitational
value at the present time. The least
that could be done now, 1s: to cateh up
with what has been milssed.

T have only cursorily glanced through
the antiSoviet manifesto of the Lelp-
ziger Volkszeitung, (lack of time) but
ita dull shallowness leaps right to the
eye. The Russian social-democrats mnin.
tained In 1917 that the dictatorship of
the proletariat was all rlght for a highly
industrialized country—bnt lon no Ccase
for a backward Hussia, for which it
could only mean disaster, Besldes, tha
dictatorship would not last more than
three daya (later one, three weeks).
This was the socinl-democratic evalua-
tion "of the October revolutlon, Now,
after fourteen years, the German soclal
democrats says: Soviet regime, L e, die
tatorship of the proletariat?—in a back-
ward ecountry: very gosd; there are
wide dimenslons, an overwhelmlng pre
ponderance of the peasantry, ete. For
highly Industrialized Germmny, the die-
tatorship of the proletariat would mean
a complete collapse.

On a Soviet Germany and Sovlet
Russlan Relathas

On econpmic collaboration betwesn &
Soviet Germuny and the Boviet Russia.
Here, the German social democrats mani-
pulate the present day export apd im-
port flgures, in order to demonstrate
how insignificant the trade turnover
between Geruany &nd the U, 8. 8. R.
{s, That only proves that if Soviet Ger
many were to work aecording 10 the
rules of capitalist Germany, it would
giiffocate, Industrinl import into Hussia
Ia limited by the credit conditions. In
the course of several years, the col-
lactlvized agrarlan econom¥, now for
the most part merely a form of bar-
epneratle coercion, could be made ex-
tromely froitful, and the entire turnover
of both countrles could be completely
revohitlonized by German industry and
organizational capacity.

But what of the transition period?
Evidently, Germany would have to g9
through & few hard yeara. The work-
ers, however, would at least underatand
why they made such snerifices. But
even In these most acule transitlon
years, assfming that the rest of Europe
would remain capitalist, Germany would

not be lgolated from the world market,

Omnece the proletariat has expropriated tha
landowners, the bankers and the indus-
trialisty, 1t will immediately be able
to produce for the world market &t
cheaper pricea than at present. nder
such circumstances, an economie block-
ade 1s absolutely out of the question.
Direct contact with Soviet Russla
would immediately be re-established,
for between a Soviet Germany and Hov-
¢t Ruszia, capitalist Poland wounld aoon
be ernshed. However, it 1a quite impro-
bable that European capltalism cap Fe-
maln firm for any considerable length
of tlme, after a revolutlon In Germany.
It {a really neceaary to write A more

‘lengthy work on this subject. The Ger-

man comrades could perhaps divide the
material among themselves, take up the
work in the differpnt flelds, and in the
fArst instance collect jmaterlal to this
end, Later on, T could ales Join in the
collective work.

(Bigned) T Trotaky.

Agents and newstands throughout the
eountry that now handle The Militant

will handle Younez Bpariacus,

The socialiat-repoblican bloe has been
showling us, slnee its faking the power,
that if the elaboration of a dewmocrntie
constitution §s much easier in theory
than in bourgeois practice, a reactionary
and anti-working class consthtullon, on
the other hand, ean be made very ens-
ily, both In theory and In pracrice.

The democratic bourgesia constitutions
of the past have been characterized,
above all, by the antl-religloua spirlc by
which they were gulded and stimulabed,
When a monarch hos  heen  dethroned,
the masses have always looked with
aympathy on all revolutlonary manifes-
tatlons agalnst the clergy, which un-
doubtedly is one of the mast ohoracbers
iatley accompaniments of absolutism and
iyranny.

In SBpain, the republleans amwl aocial
iasts, for lack of a1 solid and consistéent
doctrine, have employed the bulk of
their energles tn combatlng the Jomina-
tion of rellplon, of that Cotbollelam
which sinec before tha Ingulsitlon has
ingplred, and in practice exercised, the
power of the monarchy.

The Choreh Hemaing A Power Under
the Republic

Thersfore, when the repablic was In-
atalled in Spain, the peopls bellevad
that, aleng with Alfonso de Bourbon,
the elergy would have to get out. ‘The
republicans and socializsts remained atl-
ent. Lerronx forgol his famous phrose,
“HEater the convents, ranove the vedl
from the nuns and raise them ap to
the honsrable rank of mothers™. And
when the prople of Madrid set fire Lo
the econvents, the Government trembled
as much as the clergy.

The power of the Church waa being
re-established, bot the Government was
loalng lis prestige and the confiGence of
the masses. Coardinal Segura was the man
who Enew how to terrify the povernment
while npparently sacrificing himself, and
he has suceceded in impregnating with
religlons and reactionary spielt the en-
tire work_ of the Conpstituent Assembly.
Az n contributing factor, Alealn Famora
and Manra occupled the most responsi-
ble posts in the government of the rep
ublie. These two dangerous men inslst-
el on sacrlficing themselves at the last
minute, and left the Government to give
the impression that something serions
wag being accomplished. Still, In proc-
tica nml In reallty, the constitution of
the Spanish Tepublic bears the Impress
of the apiritual seal of the reactionsr-
fea, Maura and Alealn Zamora. Thelr
dropping out of the Government s a
fraud and a deceptlon on  the people,
who #ee in them the black hand of pe-
actlon.

The religious orders, the
thi: people™, will continoe
thelr harmful influence on the culture
and the interests of the people, The
Spanigh law to which they will be sub-
mitted 13 only an lndetent masgoerdace
to eonceal the tPath, Only the actlon of
the masseg will socceed In  extirpating
thia evil.

MNew Laws Against the Workees

Moreover, our “republican-sociaflsts”
have passed a Law for the Defense of the
Republle, to use the organized vlolence
of the state power to repress all mani-
festatlons and prevent the peopls from
gaying what it thinks and what it wanfs,

Any eaprictous and despotic Govern-
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IN SPAIN

The Political Situation

The Socialist-Republicans Support the Church

guent  minister can make and unmake,
at hiz discrotion, the lnternal policies of
the countty. The working class tiove-
ment, the sole vicfim of this law, ean
be digsolved if the minister in guestion
thinks it desirable, aml its  militnois
Juwiledd or deported 1f he desires. The
workers canmot declare a strike cxéept
o eight days' notlee. The violatlon of
this rale lnvolves the dissolption of the
orgnnfzation, the confiseation of ita pro-
perty, and the Inmprisomment or deporta-
tion of the violutors.

Anyone whoe dares to dezonpes
thiz evil can be ineloded in the scope of
the law and recelve the punishment
whic It provides. It Is a pag which
everyone 185 compelled to swallow who
does not sulunit to the renctionary Tep-
ublle, or suffer the consequences.

Thiz low was passed after the reslgoa-
tion of Famora nnd Maurs. This proves
that the spirlt of thiz lnw, aml of the
wihole bhrand-new constlitntion which s
Bty made, 5 insplred by the reaction-
ary dectringe of Zamora-Maura, the two
most able anpd determined gmen o the
P'rovislonal Government.

Azanas ldews gee po diferent from
those of Zamoern. While ke waz  Min-
iste of War he ool save hk repution
and perform hls work more or bess elov-
erly, On becoming President of the
Republle his first declaration was, “We
must make the Republle respected, ar
if not reapected, then feared™.

The situation is clear. The working
masz=es, lacking o Communist Party to
pulde them in Imposing themselves on
the povermment, have been thrown back
into second place by brotal repression.
The reaction, on the contrary, has been
pnining ground amd Imposing its wishes
to the polnt of impreguating with reac-
tianary wizdom the constitution which
the Cortes iz working out.

The Masses Demand Bread

BHut thiz will in no way resolve the
goclnl problem. The starving producing
massea #sk for brewd, with more foree
each day, The governing olasses ane
making o constitution, and creating laws
to deny breml to the starving in  the
most  “legal” mafner possible. The
coming winter threatens to be sloFmy.
The Spanlsh Communist Tarty hoas B
great mission to accomplish, Lat  the
correct policy ls not that which If prae-
tices, of denying the lmportance of the
religions problem and hiding It=elf at
oritlen]l moments,

For ws, Communists of the Left Op
position, the religious problem, the rep-
ublic and the comstituiion have no lm-
portance in themselves, because they
are made for the hourgesisle, our class
enemy. What has a great  Importance,
what we must do, Is fo demounce these
laws, these problems, before the work:
ers, to explaln to them that these laws
cannot solve our problems, nor can the
constitution nor the most democratic
bourgesle republie in the world.

The future of the Spanish Republie
can be changed only by the working
clags, directed by n genuine Spanlsh
Communist Party. The anarcho-syndl-
eallgt Federatlon is terrorieed by  the
now law for the defense of the republie.

Our task iz enormons bat fnll of great
pergpectives am] possibilities,

—HENRI LACROIX.

Madrid, October 23, 1031
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