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THE MILIT

ANT

WHERE 18 THE MOONEY
MOVEMENT?

It i pearly three months sinege Tom
Mooney Iszned hiz memorable  appaeal
“To All Militant avd Heveluticnary la-
bor Organizations and Groups" for un-
ited aciion in hiz behall.  Thereby he
pat the fifteen-year ol casc once mone
on the agemdn of the labor movement.
He aroused the enthusinsm of every con-
gidentious militant for a new siroggle
for his liberation and for the canse of
the working elass which he symbolizes
in his prison cell, Bemnge of the pro-
fouml response which it called forth from
the depths of the movement, the call of
Tom Mooney sent the leaders of all the
faciions seurrylng to prepare their ans-
wir, The elass war prizoner has a great
authority and nobody dured to  ignore
his appeal. All the factioms and groups
answered, Hach in itz own way maule
# gesture of compliance.  And there the
madter rests gl the present  moment.
Where is the new “Aooney movement'
which the rank and file militants (de-
gire with all thelr lhearts. It iz not yel
under way., Even the campalgn to set
the: grent movement In motion atill walta
the initial steps of organization,

And thizs 1z not becanse thoere s no
basia for the l=sue. All the elements
for a truly gigantle movement, one that
can reach into the very depihs of the
most conservative labor  organizatlons
and get its members into action, are af
hand. 1t iz the method that is  loaek-
fng: it = onnderstanding  amd  the  will
af ihe leaders of the factions amd gromps
to whom Mooney addressed his appen.
It must be zald plainly, beeause it is the
bitter and inconteatable truth: they have
all dlplomatizel with the appeal: they
have played factionnl politics with 0t
they have sabotaged §f. The problem is
to break throngh this roften gaoe.  And
the best weapon for this js thoe appenl
of Mooney hilms=elf. In that document the
meang and metheds for onfolding the
movement can be Tound.

Tom Moosney's letter of Aungust 18th is
a remarkable presentation of the  gquoes-
tion in every reapect.  All the sabolagers
justify themselves on ihe  pground that
“MMooney s o fall and doesn't onder-
stand the siteation”, They are all wrong
The class wir prisoner, lmmored In San
Quentin these Aftecn yvears, understands
the question better than they do. It is
even po=sible that his superior wisdom
¢can be attrilmted to his imprisonment,
New turna aml new periods percolate
through the prison walle only after a
certain delay. Mooney has  assimilated
the idea of the nnited front ps  Lenin
taught it. IMerhaps hé has not yel learn-
ed abont the new amendments, Al any
rate he has not been converted to them,
That ls hls strengih, and the sirength of
his appeal That {8 why hia appeal con-
atifutes the gulding Hne alone  which
alone & renl mass movement for his b
eration ecan proceed.

The open letter of Tom Mooney was
and yet remalns a great opportunity for
the Communplst Party and the Interna-
tlonnl Labor Defense, On the one hand
ft was a formal notlee feom Mooney
to the trade unions, to the sociallsts and
to the so-called progrossives: no exelos-
fon of the Communista from the Mooney
movement, On the other hand—rightly
understoed=—it was an Intimation te the
Communists: 1 depend on you to press
the lzawe and lead the way, to force the
reformista and the trade anions, inelnd-
ing the most congervative ones, to fAght
with you in a common front. AMooney
meant te say, As he said personally to
the present writer three years agos "“The
rois are the dynamic element ; they mast
gtart the movement; they musl st it
into motlon.®

It is bad that the leaders of the Party
didn"t unmilerstand this. and =till worae
that they do not understand it yet, They
are people fo whom the obvious Is al-
wiys 8 mystery sealeid with scven senls,
Any one who hias as much as & causal
aequaintanee with the lindap in the la-
bor movement ought to know that the
trade unlona ynder thelr present lead-
erghip, and the other groups addressed
in the letter, whether conservative, pse-
udo-radienl or socialist, will not make
a genuine and militant fight for Mooney
At best they will only render lip-zervice
In deference to the sentiments of the
ranks, arrangeé f formal demonstration,
make g mild, polite and orderly protes)
=—@ll of which means nothing, or next
to nothlng, In sach a bitberly-contested
clasa lsane Bs the Mooney cnse

But iz it not equally clear that the
protests of the Communists and their
cloze aympathizers nlone—a mere hand-
ful of the American working class—
scare nobody, amd Ieast of all the stfr-
mecked and class-conacious persecntors
of Mooney? - They do not eare a fig for

Read |

the proteats of the Comimunists so lobg
as these protesta are nel aupported by
wider masaes of the workers. This s
the crux of the guestion. Without the
initintive and driving force of the Com-
munists—"the dynami¢ element™, the ar-
ganizing force—ihere can be no militant
movement on @ natlonab seale. Bog the
agitation of (he Communlsts canmet be
effective until It penetrales the masses
and sweeps them along in a joint move-
e, Tom  Mooney uoderstood  this
as hiz letler shows, His letter created
the most favaorable ground te reallze this
neceasary union of forces, The Sialin-
it lepders of the Party have bidngled
the wwhole gquestion. The next move is
up to the Communist worRers. 1t is for
them to force the issge nnd eompel &
change of course.

What does this mean, concretely, pow?
It means for the Qommuonist DParty and
the I. L. D to make direct, formal pro-
poeals to all  the ofganizations and
groups mentioned in Tom Mooney's letier
for joint metlon on the aingle issue of
ihe fAght for Mooney, It meana to give
up the horsc-play of a united front em-
bracing only Communist organizatlons

THE ECONOMIC MONTH
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The long-expected whve of wage-culs
broke in the first week of October, in-

itlated by the Steel Corporation, and
iuickly followed by Hethlehem ihe
Alominum o, Allled Ohendeal,  ele

Caplitallsin serves notlee on the  worker
that it con noe longer maintaie the "dm-
arican stamdard of lreing™. In previoous
crlaes, too, wapges have becn cut, buot
they have sconer or later recovered, as
American capitulizsin has incheassd  Its
productivity to new high levels. Unleas
American capitalism can turp the irick
ngaln, this tme wages will nol comwe
back.

American capitallam mecds low wages,
first to meel the aggravated competition
of Englund and Germuany, sgecond, o en-
able it to create new fixed capital at low
costs based on low wages plus low raw
material costs. The fact that there s
already ap excessive supply of fixed ¢apl-
tal ju the form Of Iondustrial equijament,
railroads, houses, will not hinder capital-
fam from pdding still more fixed capitsl
if It can be created on such a low cost
lasis, due to low wages, that the newly-
created fixed capkal will produce a pro-
ft. Huch g policy may not make sense,

but it makes money,

The recently-announced wecision of the
Interstate Commeres Commission domy-
ing the application of the rallroads for
a 169 flat increase in  freight  entes,
and suggesting Instead a 3 to 4% In-
crease, whose procesds are to be pooled
nmong the weaker roads, shows Again
how hard fa the way of the deniogogue
and the socin] reformist fn times of erisis
when a showadown s calked for. The
maintenance of wages, “agreed o™ by
the rallroads at Mr. Hoover's 1920 con-
ferences, i3 n pleasant (llasion shipwreck-
ad on the rocks of  reality. The only
resson why Lthe showdown was defered
ao long ir that the railroads fear the
strong raflroad unions, and partlenlarly
the militancy of ithe rank and Ale as
demonstrated in the 1022 strike of the
shopmen, How far this militnney  has
becn worn down by the growth of com-
pany anlons, B, and O.-lam, and the clhnss
collaboration policles of the leadership
will be demonstrated in the next fow
weeks, In Canada, the question of vol-
untary acceptance of o wage oot  has
been put up to the workers and definitely
refected.

The flood of gold out of the country,
and the tendency to hoard bank notes,
have hoth subelded sharply, and Monday,
Nev, 2, for the first time In six weeks,
there was an actnal gain of some $25,
000,000 of gold. These who expected a
spectacular breakdown of the banking
gyatem are probably disappointed. The
American banking system-has & long wiy
to o vel, In copcentration and the crea-
thon of still more gigantic banking mon-
opolies than have besn known yet, be-
fore ite internnl eontradictions, together
with those of eapitallsm in general, split
it into pieces. There are still some 25,
0 separate banks in this country, com-
pared with In Canada, and four that
amount te an¥thing in England,

L] W L L]

The price of wheat has recovercd from
48 rents a hushel early in October to
67 cents: cotton and petroleum have also
boen strong. The bourgeols press, with
its indeatructible optimism, sees the be-
glnning of an upswing. The basie fastor
nppeare fo be the beginning of purely
artificial” inflation expropsing fieckf in
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| Protsky's counter revolutionary crusada

in which the Moonoy case iz tacked on
i & number of other isswes, and in
which its speclz! appeal iz lost—the
other cases will not lose by this tem-
porary segretation of the Mooney lssipe;
they will gain a hundred-fold by the
awaep of the broader Mooney movement
which can be oreated. To  change the
course and correct It pow while 1here-is
vet time means in New York aod such
ather places where sspatate conferemnoes
have Dbeem  ofganized—Communist  and
reformizt—io propose to the reformists
a merger of the conferences inte one. It
o without sayipg that every diceet
proposal o the official leadership of the
reformist organizations aml conferences
has to be poecompanied and supplemented
by an infensive agitation in the ranks
of these organizations to compel an ac-
ceptanege of the unity proposals

This is the way to blow the breath of
life inte the Moeoney movement. This i=
the tactie of the united front as Lenin
tavght it, aml as Moohey appealed for
ien his letber, The reformists are doing
evvorything in their power o manke this
letter remaln & serap of paper. Hut we
have no advice to offer them. Oonr sug-
soclions are directed to the Comimunists
as g means of forcing the reformists,
The Leninist tactic of the united front
ia a powerful means to this emd.  ‘That
ix nol the least of fis merita.

—I. I &

the price of commoditbes; that la, credit
and paper values have been created at
. more ropid rate than physical gosds,
Thee outstanding illustration iz the fact
that the Federal Hesérve banks, on Oct,
24, 1081, had outstanding in the form of
rediscounted paper and billa bought in
the eapen market, 1 12 billlon  dollars,
agminst less than a Billien six wecks ago
and leza than 400 milllon a year agd—
a year durlng which business bas eer-
talnly not improved. To be able (o pomp
these credjits into the oroney marked,
the Federnl Heserve had (o cPenie an
artificlal money shortage, which sent up
futerest rates quickly and commbdity
prlces more glowly, ‘The immedlate pur-
pose 0f the inflation was to be able to
meel the outllow of gold—now that this
has been achieved, the imdation will in
all probabllity elther be checked at onece
or if it pets out of hand, will itself gen-
crabe the forces which will before long
counternct it amd canse renpewed decliness
in prices, interest motes, Industeial ae-
tivity, profits—and, if the workers deo
not offer adequate resistunoe, wages 00,
L] L] L] L]

Senator La Follette I sponsoring a bill
to oreate a natlonal ecomomile advisory
couneil. In this worthy «Tori - he s
geconded by the U, 8, Chamber of Com-
meree and the A, F. of L. After  all,
wlhy not? Why sbould not capitalism be
able %o plan as well as  commuoni=my
Froductlon for wse, for which planning
ia necessary, is the same ps productics
for profit, which will certainly e imber-
fered withh by planning ; In the same way
as the worker's intercst in his wages is
the same as the capitalist's Interest in
hisz prafite. The advice of the advisory
conneil need not be taken too serious=ly,
if it eomes o o showdown: and after all,
it will help to amuse the working class,
particubrly the nost mdvaneed workers,
in these gloomy times,

L] L] L]

Capitalists are being kept busy these
diava, when they have no  business of
their own bo atbemnd to, by  taking the
place of niee young Indies feom the set-
tlementz in doing socinl service for the
working classes. Unemployment relief
committeea, money raising | activities,
help keep them in frim and bring that
rosy  glow of selfsatlsfaction which is

‘gulded bankers by the Hoover

A% pecezsary ideologleally to the capital-
fts n= his profits amd kis power. The
same hroad social vision iz applisd 1o
relief activities for busted amd mils
Danking
Plan. True, the bankers who need rebief
have to come with hat in hand and three
diferent kinds of security before  they
can gl a loan, nnd thers is oo telling
but that some of the relievers will need
ritlief themsalves before lomg, but a good
e of ring-arcund-a-rogy with banking
funds will glve evidence of constroctive
golivity from the preatly misunderstooml
engineer in the White Iowse,

—HK. J. F.

«YOUNG SPARTACUS»
OUT THIS MONTH!

The Natlonal Yeuth Committec of the
Communist League of Amerlca (Oppodl
tion) is spoeding ihe work of pub-
liration of the fAirst somber of Young
Spartacus. The asnouncement of the
proposed publicatien of a youth paper
of the Left Opposition In  the United
Btates mei lmmediately with an enthus
laatie respofse. In  MNew York o drive
for donations and subszeriptioos 5 now
being carried op By Che comrades, and
& number of donation: and sbecriptions
have nlready been received, as well as
bundle orders. 100 subacriptions s the
immedinte goal of the Youth Fraction
of New York,

The subscriptlon price to Young Spar-
tacus Is Hfty (20.50) centd per vear;
for Canades and foreliger.  $0085. Oldar
comrendes and workers are asked to sub-
geribe on behalf of young people whom
they know. or for thelr children and
friends, and also to aid In the general
subeeription drlve for Young Spartacss.

Bundle orders are at the rate of B
cents per copy In bundles of fAve or
TOOTE,

The firat izssue of Young Spartacus,
will go to press in less than one month,
The present sdltorial commbtes consists
af Jostéph Carter, M. Abern and George
Hay. E2end donations, Yendle orders and
aubaeriptions  to Young Spartacus, B84
Enat 10th Strest, New York, W, Y.

- The Oppusitiun Forum -

On Friday, November €, at the COpen
Forum of the New York Branch of the
Communist League of America (Opposi-
tion), comriads Amme Swibeck spoke on
“Fourteen Years of the llossian Hevelun-
tion." ‘The comrades felt that this forom
and anniversary eelebration was worth-
while, for one of the best methods for
jolning in solidarity with onr  Russian
comrades, |5 to understand the natore
and significance of the October revolu-
thon, to approclate its grenl achievements,
to know the dangers that threaten it
from withont and within s0 that we can
be armed Lo fight against them, Egquip-
ped with knowledge and insight, we are
prepared more realistically and enthus-
lnatleally to participate in the defense
of the Hussian Revelution., It was in
thiz manner that ocomrade Swabeck
spoke. He made an  amalysis of  the
eeonomic processes developlng in the
Hovlet Unlon, and clted the tasks of the
Communistg In the capltalist countries
in relation o the Soviet Union, and spoke
af the role of the Lefl Opposition,

At the next foram, the chairman an-
nonneced, comrade James P, Cannon will
apenk on “The Ilaymarket Martyrs”.
The workers of today can learn many
valunble lessons from the great B-hoor
day movement Chat eolmingted in the
Haymarket ovents of the "Bk, particu-
larly now when the tremendous onem-
ployment puts on the order of the day—
the & hour day. The lecture promizes
to be an Interesting one, and takes place
on Friday, November 13 at the Tabor
Temple, 14th Street and  Becomd  Ave,

Very Significant Facts! -- by Alfa

Even the bureaneratle shiftings can
be of grest slgniicance, When Orjonik-
idza was transferred to the All-Union
Council of People's Eeonomy, Yaroalav-
sky " undoubtedly expected the appoint-
ment to the post of chairman of the
Central Congdrol Commpsslon; Ut the
appointee waz Andreyev, one who s
much younger and who, It would secm,
“parned' it Ineomparably lesa. There
were even whispers in Moscow, half
carnest, hall serious, that Yaroslaveky
was going over to the opposition,

As a matter of fact the lendership of
the G. P. U, has been concenirated in
recent years in the hands of Yagoda.
He seemed to Be the natural seccessor
of  Menzhin=ky., Soddenly Yagoda is
demoted to the post of second nssistant,
and the Hitle known Akolov is advanced
to first place, -

What iz the meaning of this? Yaroslav-
sky aml Yagoda are two fgores of the
same order, of a similar type, wa I
ereated for slmilar commissions. Closely
tled to eseh other, they were carrying
outl, throngh the two organs of appar-
atus represalons—the C, C. C. and the
. ' U.—Zalin's most delicabe com-
missions in the feld of struggle with
hia opponents, and even in matters of
personal revenge againat all who ol any
time, in any way, brushed agalust Stal-
fu.

These people, Yaroslavaky and Yagoda,
conld be assipned any sort of commis-
glon, without the risk of meeting with
thelr refusal. Who but Yarcslavsky
eould be commissloned to bring about
ithe sulelde of pure Glazman? Who but
Yagoda counld have been capable to
gtarve out the inpocent Boutow? And
what other pair could better carry oul
“the soviet and party order"—the shoot-
ing of Blumkin? One could consider
quite probable that the alleged artiele
Ly Troteky on the Five Year Plan was
suggeated third hand to the reactionary
press by Yagoda, after which Yaroslav-
sky, who 13 connected with him through
eco-phrticipation, revealed in  Pravda

against the Bovlets. We do not affirm’

that thiz iz precizely how it happened,
but every Informed apparatus man  ad-
mits that it might have been so0.  In the
past, there Ware hundreds of similar
feats carried ont ander the direct in-
atructiong of Stalin, or in the bhope of
his approval.

It would sesm: exactly who should be
put at the head of the O, C, O, if not
the jincompa-able Yaroslavaky ! And
who is mofe qualified (han Yogoda ot
the head of the G P U, to excouts Stal-
in's most “Intimate” commiszsions?

The Apparatus Men Are Nervous

MNevertheless, why waa this 80 pic-
turesgque Ynroslavsky pushed aside by
the pale, though zealous flgure of And-
reyev? And why did Yagoda, who is
ready for everything, hmve to concede
hiz place to Akulov? Thiz isa an inter-
eating  guestion. In  the impossibdlity
for Stalin to appoint o the most respon-
gible posts the people MOSL NeCossary Lo
him, is expressed the unvolced, almost
nameless, but insurmountable resistance
of the apparatus against the latesi re-
silts of the Stalinlst aystem. In general
and in the maln, the Stalinitées will ac-
gepl-Stalln and all that la not alien o
him, But here we fipd that even Yard-
alavsky and Yagoda cannot swallow ov-
erything down. Stalin has to make ex-
traordinary efforts to  retain the peo-
ple most needed by him even in second-
ary and tertlary roles. Here les the
symptom, one of many symptoms, of the
fact that Stalin  who was Jifted wup
through the apparatus, is in a constant,
voleelesg struggle with the apparatus,
which somehow feels upon itself the
pressure of the Party. The passing by of
Yaroalavsky and the demotion of Yagoda
I8 & singular warning to Stalin on the
part of the apparktus, one could almost
pay a secret vote of lack of confidence,

HSuch symptoms, and évén more exprs-
glve ones, should be expected In tha, fu-
ture and even in greater numbers. A
growlng alarm of the apparatus precedes
the ipevitable awakenlng of the Party.
In the futare we should expect more and
more “very glgnificant facts',
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The Meaning of the Elections

{Continued from page 1)
The Communist Party Voie

An Interesting feature in ithis con-
pection is thet sppeal to the secondary
or cancer growths of capitaliso,—gor-
raption, gangsterism, cte—hbad ne eTect
on (he voters who overwhelmingly e
turned Tammany  peliticlons or their
blood-brother Iepublicans to office, Fuu-
damental education on principle questions
of soclalizm, the class stroggle, ofc. was
naturally missing, with the excepllon
here amd there of a sotialist candidote
who spoke for “socialism” in the soe-
lalist manner.

And what was the case with the Com-
munist Party and its election compalgn.
To cite one example, 1. Amier, Commun
ist candidate for Borough President of
Manhattan, received the mizerably, in-
eredibly low vote of 1,788 Add what
votes were stolen oF unvounted, as the
I'arty claims, and it ks still far Deyomd
lpttimate expectations, The living s
guve were there: the economie erisis
and unemployment, aropnd which the
Communizts have coontered their agito-
tion for fwo yenrs, Why the pitiful
ahowing in the elections?

The Communist Objective In Electlons

We do not over-emphasize the count-
ing of noses at election Uime, but s
value us n partin]l barometer of work-
ing clasg development hos been Imdicated,
For Commuanistg, election time offers a
special opportunity to intensify the con-
tinuousz, all-the-year-round campaign  to
reach the workers with the message of
communism, to explain the class struggle
and the solution. Even actual cleclion
io olfice, unlike with the goclalists, is
for Communizts essentlally but a chance
to use the parlismentary tribunal for
Communist education, to point oul why
the capitalist machinery of government
cannot be used to achieve fundamental
gains for the working class, auwd why
& complele class change of  government
and soclal aystem Is the only bonn-fide
solution,

IMd the official New York Communisis
carry out the tasks of Communisis dur-
ing electlon time? The answer iz NO.
If it is true that the Communist Party
and movensent has an infuence greater
fhan Its organizationk] expression, it
tailed indesd to consolidate its strength
and influence at the ballot box. Actual-
ly, however, misleadership and false pol-
icies of the Party in the trade unions
and In strikes reflected themselves alse
at the polls, in the failure of unkonists
and strikers to vota Communlst.

The N. Y. Party Frogram

The Militant has dealt before with the
erylng wenknesses of the party prograi
in the New York elections, which found
similar mygnifestations in  Philadelphla
and other poinis, There was first and
foremost & progeam  of Immediate de-
mands with no less than 756 demuands,
good and correct ones mixed, lke chop-
ped herring or chop:suey, with demunds
of the most reformistic and petif-Dourge-
ols kind, a mish-mash that lell everyone
bewildersd as to what it all meant. These
demmands  concerned  themselves  with
cheaper milk, ex-service-men’s ﬂ!!-ma.m,la;,
a limit of £3,000 salary for police cap-
tains (! Yes, it 13 ead, but true), the
return of money (o mulcted bank depos-
ftors, for unempoyed relief, agamat the
war danger, defense of the Soviet Un-
fon, aund, lastly, the T6th demand, for
a Waorkers' and Farmers' Government.
We are given to declare that no Socinl-
ist Party lerul in American history ever
put aegether such an enormous et of
demands without real exomination as 1o
meaning or purpose in regard to class
content or reality to the situatlon.

The masses, it is true, again  voted
overwhelmingly for the capitalist sys-
tem.  Dutb thérs wers  SOme thousands
whao, thinking a little more clearly, wobed
for the first time for what they regaid-
ed as a “vote for soeinliam”. They
voted either for the Sccinlist Tarty or
the Soclalist Labor Party. Why not for
{he Communist Party, the official repre-
gentative of the fulure soclely communs
lam ¥

Becausge the Communist Parly oam-
paign was scarcely distingulshable from
a stupid, near-gighted campalgn such as
one expeets from reformists and sowrial-
jg's. Under the conditions of a volurme
of reformist demiands, why shonld any
worker choose particularly the Commun-
jst ag apatnst the milder-toned Apchalist,
iz just one way a worker conld refleet
in' making hlg decision.

Wil Iiltfd of Demands Should be Raised

We are for Immediate demands. But
they cannot be 756, or 60, or 5 or even 15
They must be a few elearly and definite-
ly selected and coentralized demands
which fit o glven situation, Tmmedinte
demamds are not permanent; nof  are
the same ones always cmphasized. T hene
golected demands must appeal 1o fund

—_————
ATTEND «MILITANT »
ANNIVERSARY DANCE

On SBaturday, November 21, 1931, the
third annnal Militant Ball will DL hedd
in New York at the H-ln;.'vmntlt!minﬂ.
oth Sireet and Second Avenue. This will
be a grand pget-together of all friemds,
sympathizers and members of the Com-
muniat League of America {Opposition}.
Fach year the attendance at this annunl
affair has measurably growa, and a.n
even larger turnout {8 expected at this
year’s dance and entertainment.

The .committes in charge I8 utilizing
every means to have the Militant Ball
a splrited and happy gathering of the
. des,
‘ﬁzm will be good music for the
dancers and lsteners, and at the tables
good food will be gerved, Comradeship,
good fellowship will abound. -

Keep this date open. Come to the Mili-
tant Ball on November 21, at Biayvesank

‘Caalmo.

THE DATE:
NOYVEMBER 21

meet the vital needsz of the workers at
the mowment; but, morsover, they must
e Hnked with amed be copsble of caus-
g agitution agaivst, difficulties for, and
cxposure of the capitalist  cluss and
capitalist government who will mod #an
ol varcy out or concede to Dusdaniewtal
domands of the worklng cluss, Our ob-
ot in a class sense, o presenting feme-
dimbe demameds in connection  with  our
ultimante program, b WOLKING CLARS
EDUCATION ANL ORGANIZATION fop
the principles of Commuiisa.

Undepr the conditions, where mnrnun-
ger Beld deminioy in New York City with
an approximate milllon wnemployed, the
igsue of IMMEDIATE RELIEYF, came
firat. As patoral corrolaries pe achieve
renl immediate relief, there followed the
demand for unemployment Insurgnce, at
the: expense of the bessts amd govern-
meond, agltatlon for a =ix hoor day and
Avee duy week, mwl, from a broader bot
correet  politieal class angle, the agita-
tion for the wilest possible cconomile
eillalwration bebvweesn the capitalist 1.
ited =tateg Bmd the Sovielt  Hepablic
ithrough the medivm of the extension of
laree and long-term creidits to the Bov-
fet Union. These immediale domands,
in elwtion campaigns aml XOW, remain
thee immediate demands and isaues  for
the  Comunists  to peesent. These (le-
manils, alive and comprehensible, i ln-
telligently presented, more fhan  adego-
ately cover the sum total of the actual
workng class demamds set forth in the
T8 demandds by the Tarty. Dot il s e¥en
far more important o present cloarly
b the election campaign that there @is
i lasting way ont for the working class
but the Soeinl Hevolubion.

Win Workers to Communizst Princlples

The object of the Commuoniats in elee-
tion times aiid at all thmes, i3 to teach,
to |Ia1.-p|“p mieil o argonise Camniinlata.
This §+ simple, boat  primary, 1f the
Commnnist Party had really had  this
oliject in mind during the eampaizm, the
resulis, votes or no vobes, would have
been Letber from a Communizt viewpaint,

Far better to go To the extreme of al-
leped revolutionists ss  the Socialists
Labor arty, and put forward only the
demand for the realization of the Social
Revalution, than ke the Communkst
Party to put forward 75 demands which
smother the maln  insk  of Conmonist
edpeation, The Commaunists eannot com-
pite with the reformisls or eapitalists
on the matter of amelioration of condi-
tlona of the workers ; to do 50 means only
to Bink into the guagmire in which soe-
jalist werds fouri<h, or lnte the goick-
apnida In whiclh the revalutionary out
lewke i Dairbed.

The Cendral Committee on 1he Elections

On the day before the elections, the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party (Daily Worker, (11-2-31) said, In
its appeal to the workera to vote the
Communist fieket: “Our party . . . 18
ibe party of ¢lass war . . . It organizes
the proletarint om the basis of  closs

against  class, working «lass  against
capitalist class, for the strugele for
power”

What a pity it is that the Communist
vlectlon campuign was not condpcted on
the lines of this basic appeal. At least
ihen =some workers woulid have wondee
sppod the basle distinetions between the
UCommunisis and the 2oeclalists, notp (o
mention the capitalist parties. Bub it
g this same Stalinized Central Commit-
tee that formulated the election program
of 75 Immediate demandz  The resall
Iz that the eclection fa’l.ll'l-lll'l.lﬂl'l- whtnessed
another bramd of “socialist competition™.
That iz the Commonisis “compefed”
with the socialists on the platform and
arenm of the sociallsts and the soclalists
naturally won thiz “competition™ hands
down.

The Communist Party forgot the main
fzanes in thl: compaien. In trying {0
understand the workers, it fell to fhe
level of outlook of the, o the ¢loass
arnse, undedueatéd worker. The Party
dealt too much with the manifestations
of eapitalizm, and too little indecd with
ihe cpuses and cures fof capitalizm,

In brief, capitalism in America held
Itz groumnd, thoogh getting  rendy 0
gwitch the pemsonnel of it political
commitbes, the government; it made no
concessions and holds the fort, The Soc-
falist Party, weik tos, nevertheless de-
veloped Its main ideology of reform and
poultices for capitalism, and Iaid the
ground a ltile better for the perlod when
capitalism will need to seek them out
amd use them ns thelr cover aml protect-
[1] | =]

The Party Pays the Price of Wrong
Theory

The working class as a class s atill
capitalist-minded, It must yet take iis
firat stepa as an  iwdependent  palitical
foree, The Communist Party had great
opportunities to make forward strides
for Communiem, Dut falled almost tot-
ally. In n priociple mapner, there s
only one answer te the failure of the
official Communist Party. The Commun-
st Party must once again set both feet
om solid theorefical ground,: it must ex-
amine it past and present.  If 1t will
Iook straipht, It will find that, wittingly
or unwittingly, it has been under the
insldions and corrupting effects of Stal-
inist theory and practices, sinking, oven
a5 other Communist Partics, nto natlon-
al reformism and even local provineial-
kzm, eoupled as yet with & geoeral out-
look and comprehension of communism.
The elections are but an outatandiding ex-
ample. The Communiat Party Is paying
the heavy toll of belng wreng in theory
and principles. Party lgnorance recelves
payrment in kind from the workers.

If the Communiat Party will then ox-
amine a Httle further, they will see the
Laft Opposition standing by and offer-
ing the original Communist program of
Tanin, Will, the elections help the Party
to learn, and to redresa and reform itself

hefore it iz too late?
—MARTIN ABERN.




