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Reviews and News of the Weorking Class and Reveolutionary Movements

The General Stl:ike in Barcelona

The Failure of the Anarchist Policy and the Revolutionary Strategy of the Communists

The last general strike In Barcelona
had a fundamental Importance for the
nalfication of the working class of all
Gpain, based mot s much on the extont
of the movement in ltself, gs on Lhe bes-
sons which we can learn from Ir, for fo-
ture tacties and for the orlentotion of
Hpanish trades unions, We face o pro-
founi erlais fn (the Confederation, which
haa been considerably decpened by the
lagt peneral strlke. Logienlly we draw
the natiural consequences from i, The
Apanish Cormmunizt  Opposition  annot
follow the method of critlelam used by
the oficial party, conaisting of venting
epithets against ansrcho-syndicall=m  in
general. We must study the originz, the
cauges and the results of the conilict, as
Is dovne by owr comrade Andres Nind)

- & &

The general strike declarsl in the be-
glnning of September by the local Trade
Union Federation of Barcelonn, and fol-
lowed up unanimousiy amd with admir-
ahly Jdiscipling by the proletoriat of ot
clty amd of the most bmportant  indos.
trinl centers of Catalonia, s ene of the
most important eplandes of the work-
ing clazs strugele in Spain between April
14 mugd the present time.

Militant revolutlonista must  anolyes
carcfully thiz movement, so rich in ex-
perience. Lot us Umit curselves today
to polnting out. briefly, some of the les-
gonz  which it tenches, aml to noting
down the reflections which @ suggesis.

Birikes Under Present Condlions

The strike movement which ol put
great masses of workers In motion on the
eve of the fall of the monarchy, has
tuken on o troly gigantle inerease since
the declaration of the republic. This
movement, In the matority of cases, hns
had & purely spentaneous characier, and
the trade union orgnnlzations in reality
have done pothing more than (o sones

tion it, place themselves ot itz head,
often npainst  their will, in order mot
to lose the contidence of the working

masses, At times, apparently the most
inslgnificant oceazlon was enough to mob.
ilize preat masses of workers. There is
nothing surprising about  this.  Thouwe
whio &fe slarmed, or even indignant, at
the “chaotic”, “anarchic”, “irresponsi-
ble” charicter of these movements ap-
paréntly forget one essentidl point: that
2pain 13 in the midst of a revolubion, and
that thizs situation does mot fit in with
any plan earefully worked oul before
hamd, At such times, spontancous strikes,
“chpotic” actiona, dlzconnected and iso-
ke, amid “excesses” of all kinde are a
purcly normal phenamenon. Ta try 1o
opprise them s ke trying to hold back
the ourushing of a torrent, or io chain

A bempist,
Al revolutions, without exception,
have knewn apeh perlods:  more  than

that, they are Inconcelvable without
them, A revolution i not the aect of
one day, of that “Big Night" of which
the pre-war  revolutlonary  syndicalists
uued to dream. It is a prolonged and
painful process, during which thi mimss-
es go seeking a path, in a stroggle sown
with difficalties, “choatic” actions, par-
tial offensive, victories and defeats, The
strike is one or the mosat characteristic
manifestations «f this strugele. The
working class learns most by its own
experlense. The important thing iz 10
draw the necessary lessons from this ex-
perlence, so that the sacrifice may not
be in valn and the proletariat may sue-
coasfully conguer the obstacles over
which it may stumble on itz way.

The Character of the September Strike

The Barcelona general sirike was. in
thiz sense, o typleal movement of a rev-
olutionary period, Its starting-point was
& perfectly correct protest against the
ghamefnl  Governfment  imprisonments
The movemeant bore the sfamp of the
remarkable epoch which produced it

These Government imprisonments, ©o
our shame, are nofhing wew, In this
reapect, as In many others, the republic
only continues the inveterate tradition
of the defunct monnrehy., Still £ wos
only in a clear-cut revalntionary situa-
tlon that thia precedure, which former-
Iy aroused indignation in the most ad-
vanced minerity only, shonld exclite and
gt fn motion hundeeds of thousgnds of
waorkers.

“Why", clamored the vestal wvirglns
of republivan “legality", “why do these
workers, who under the monarchy toler-
ated passively the mass  detentions,  the
systematic appliestion of the “fugltive
prisoaers  law”, the mmilitary dictator-
ship, why do these workers rise wp now,
when the conzolidation «f the new re-
plme ought to be the chlef conslderation
of everybody, agalnst the fact that & few
men here and there are kept in jnil by
Qovernment order? Why do  the same
people, who showed soch  parience for
years, show such impatience now ¥

Becanse—the situatlon is revelutionary
now, and was not before. Because the
military dictatorship and its bicody re-
pressions were not, as these gentlemen
think, the cause of the poassivity of the
working <lass, but the result, DBecanse
the energy, the aggressivencss, the fAght-
ing spirit of the proletariat are nof a
constant phenomenon of all periods, but
only of revolotionary periods. After
these periods of high tension, the work-
ing class, particularly If it has  been
heaten, falls inevitably Into a state of
depressbon, of pasaivity, which smooth
the road for reaction,

Tao underatand the profonnd meaning

of the Iast gemeral strike In Barceloos, of Petrograd launched

A reglme of bourgeols democracy.

*e* e

ergl pleture of the revolutionsry situs-
tion in Spain. Then we shall sec cleariy
the inconsistency of the opinlon so wide-
Iy spread, not only among the bourge-
olsie, but even, to our disgrace be it sald,
mnang some working class 1:51‘1",-[1.".‘1, that
thiz strike was entirely the work of &
group of irresponsible anarchists. We
shall not deény the importanee of khe
ralg played by the F. A, [ In declaring
the astrike. Yet there can be mo doubt
that if thelr actlon had been crowmed by
sppreeas, i it had been followed by the
citire proletariat, it would have bBeen
due, not to thelr boldnesz or thelr “die-
tatorinl methods, but to the fact that
the objective cirtcumstances—the rev-
clutionary situation, and the subjective—
the fghting apirit of the working class,
wiirg eompletely favorable, In thls sensa
we can say without hesitatlon that the
elementz of the F. As I lnterpreted the
gtate of mimd of the prolotarist and its
historlal Interests more falthfully than
Pestana, Pelro, Arln and other “reason-
able” ayndicaliata who signed the famouas
reformist manifeats which won them such
prajses from bourgeols circles,

We have had anarchist groups before
thls. The desire to declare gemeral
girikes on any and all cceasions did noet
come wih the republle; they would like
te call a general strike every Mondoy.
Still, bow often have they eried out oo
empiy space! On the olher hand, on
Heptember 4 they found an ardent echo
in the working <class. AVhyT  DBecause
the s0il had been ploughed, becauwse cir-
camstnnees drove the proletariat frres-
stibly to the struggle

What Should Be Our Attitude to

“Chaotic” Movemenis?

We have tried to express one troth:
that In the presint circomstances, “chao-
tie”™ movements  are (nevitable.  lwoea
this mean that they are not & danger for
the revolution and that they oughl to be
systematically encouraged? By no means.

In the face of sueh movemenls, there
arie thres fondamental poaitions that we
can adopt :

First: To condemn them as a whole,
on the ground that ag the present thme
the working class s Incapable of making
a revolubion and muast lmit itself to a
slow work of preparation, organlzatlon
and edocation, which ia possible onder
Thia
ks the position of DPeatans, Peiro & Co,
wiheh puts off the emancipation of the
working class fto the Greck Kalends.

Hecond : To encourdge sueh movements
aystematically, driven on by lnstinctive
revolutlonary sentiment, but  devald of
revolutionary theory and tacties and still

lost in abstractlons. We refer to  the
clements of the F. A, L
Third: The position of <$hose who,

while rejecting as absard the pretension
of holding back the i=zolated, “ehaotle”
movementa of the masses at a time like
this, understand the danger of &uch
movements when they lack objectives
and dirsction, and who tey tas take ad-
vAnLage ﬂf__HlllEh movements to make tho
working class understand the n alty
of & party, to forge it In the Are of
atruggle, and sabordinate thess move-
ments fo the general revolutionary strug-
gle which 1s to lead the proletariat tof
the selgure of power and the Installation
of its dictatorship. This ought to be the
positiog of Communisis,

The first of these positions is dietated
by absolute lack of faith In the revolo-
tiomary ability of the working ¢lass, by
the ungovernablg fear of revolution, con-
ditioned Ly the lack of & conerete pro-
gram. Tt leads inevitably to & policy
of strangling the fighting wction of the
proletariat and to eollaborstion, diceet
or indirect, with the republican bour-|
geolsie. The poliey of the reformist ele-|
ments of the C, X, T, in teying 1o hold |
back the strike movements by mcans of
& zerles of measares which lewd hEﬂJ{-c
wird o the T. G T. (remember fhe |
leaflet of the Confederal Committee), the
shameful break-up of the metal workers®;
gonflict, the sbapdonment of the tele-
phone workers, engaged In a struggle of
enormous importance, the giving up of
the most prefoundly slgnificant political
demands, such as the recognition of fae-
tory eouncile, ete., and finally, the policy
of direct support of the Catalonlan (zen-
eralidad, all prove oonr statement, "This
tendency must be fought plillessly, sinee
it constitibes o danger to the revolution
as serlous as the reformist soclalism of
Largs Caballere and Co., with which it
colnvides fundamentally.

The second tendency lz mo less dan-
gerows, aloee It can, and inevitably will
lend the proletariat o a bloody defeat.
The elements of the F. A. I, are <ap-
able of proveklng only mass movements
withont n fnture or ieolated actions,
herole but in the last soalysis sterile,
The magnificent defense of the Bullding
Trades Union by & few dozen admirable
militants have clearly revealed the trea-
sures of ageressiveness and self-sacrifice
which the working class posseages, and
has demongtrated the miracles which it
con perform, glven a conslstent direction
and discipline.

Communists must bend every offort to
make the best revolutlonary elements
of the . M. T. underatind thé neces-
sity for a party, and try to form with
them #t lepst f anlted front for action.
Only their active, energetlc and priademst
interventlon can avert a defeat of the
proletariat and the installation of a
bloody regime of bonrgeols dictatorship
In July, 1917, the workers and soldiers
an Impetuons

we must see it in its place in the gen- movament in favor of turning over the

-

power to the Hoviets.  This mwoveisent
wias completely spontaneous, “chaotic™.
The Bolshevika considered it prematare,
irrevocably condemned to failure, Still,
sering that it was impossible to hold it
hack, instead of abandoning it $o its
elemental foree, they put themselves ot
its head and guided it along thelr chan-
nele. Thanks to this penoinely revolu-
tionary policy, this  movement,  which,
lefe to Itself, would have been diverted
into & premature Insurrection, was con-
verbed Into pn armed manifestation, aod
the working elass was able to retreat in
good order avith the minfmum of losses,
Had there been no Party, the working
clasa would have bwen crushed, o period
of reaction wonld have begun, and the
proletarint would not have besn ablée o
giize power, as it ddld, three monthe
Imter.
For Faetory Councils

We have spolken of The neeessily
a revolutiomary unibed © front, Tt
what base can it support itself?

Undoubiedly the history of the rev-
olutionary working class movement up
to now hns offered us ne orgn of the
onited front so pecfect and ellicent as
the Hoviet, an instrument of stroggle
today, of power fomorrow, for the entire
working class, represented in fhe Bove
fet by workers' delegates from all fac-
torles abd workshops without distinetion,
let thelr political and trade unlom or-
ganlzations be what they may. One of
the negative sides of the Barcelona gen-
eral strike, like that of Beville before,
wus the fallure of such an organ to make
ita appearpnes during the strogele, Had
it Bewn otherwisze, how diferent would
have been the importance and the poli-
tleal consequences  of  the movement!
Still, the fuet @s that Soviets have not
arizen in thiz or any other of the great
workers' movements which have takenm
place {pn this country during the last
foar sronths, and that op to the present,
there iy mo sign of a tendency in this
direction among the Spanish working
elasz. Will It arize later on¥ We may
hope 20, even though it §s certain that
the working class of our eountey will
arrive at the creation of the Boviels hy a
different road from that followed by the
Ituszian proletariat,

Yot we cannot adopt n passive attitude
untll this moment s reached. We muast
immediately lay the foundatlons for a
united front, we must create the necés-
sary precequlsites or e credlbon of
organizations destined to group the work-
ing class together omd prepare it for
the stragele. This basia ean he supplied
by the factory councils .

Up to now, Including the period 1007-
1020, the peak yeara of the revolutionary
movament, thers have been in Spain no
fanctory councils, properly so-called. Sl
the aystem of delecates, of represcota-
tives of the Tactory and the wbrkshogp,
hns become wldespread, and In recent
times the ldea of factory councils has
made much headway and hag gequired
a ¢ertaln popularity among the maszges

We must therefore start from this|
point and emergetienlly  encournge  the
creation of such organizations, assigne
ing to them, as an immediate aim, the
contrel of production. The leaders of
the (0. N, T, accept them, and favor them,
while they still concelve of them ns trade
union organismsz, designated from  the
top, by the trade union committees, The
woclalists, for thele part, through thelr
representative in the Proviglonal  Gov-
eronment, Senor Largo Caballero, are pre-
paring @& bill for workers' control which
In reality does not pursus revolullonary
control a8 our aim, bot elass collnbora-
tion.

Communists must fight  bofh  concep-
tions with equal energy, The foctory
couneil must not e appeinied from the
top, but must be clected democratically
by all workers withont exception. The
purpose of the control must not bhe ool
Inboration with the bourgelaie, but tak-
ing posspssion of the means of produe-
tlamn,

There {3 not g single  revolutlonary
warker wha will not he dispossl (o strog-
gle jointly with the Communists on the
bhasis of a strupggle for the factory Coun-
olla. And fhis astruggle, correctly orlen-
tnted, correctly guided, will Irresistibly
be converted Inte o poweeful movement
which will lead to the creation, on the
base of the factory councils, of Soviets,
or other organisms similar o the Sov-
fets in strocture and fonctions,

For all these reasons, we beliove shat
the ereation of factory couscils sbould
be the basle slogon at the present fime.
Every important strike, every mass movie-
ment, should be utilized in this direc-
thon.

The Exporience of the Guerrilla Fight

One of the most interesting eplacdes of
the Barcelonn general strike was  the
armed defense of the Hulldlng Trades
Union. For more than six hours, a fow
dozen workers, insufficlently armed buat
fortifled In the unbon local, kept at bay
& large force of police. Bimilarly, in
the neighborlng streots, other groups of
workers, sheltered behind a  Dbarrheade,
earrled on a ficht against the armed
foree of the government, and after houra
of atrugele, retrented strategically with-
out glving up a single prisoner into the
hands of the enemy.

This epleode 1z rich in lrsgons for us,

During the Insurrection of December,
1905 in Moscow, a few hundred poorly-
armed workers obatinately sustained a
fight, thanks te a correctly led guerrilla

for
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struggle, against thousands of porfectly
armed and equipped acldiers, First Kaut-

sky and then Lenin, drew from this ex-
perience the conclusion thet geerrilla
fighting played a much more Lmportant
role than revolutlonists had imagined up
Lo then.

Htill the ipsurrection was defeated.
With the arrival of mew reinforcements,
the Moscow workers hod to give up. For
the final victory. it Is necassary that a
lurpe part of the army place itsell on
the side of the revolution.

The heroic fightera of the calle Mer-
calders, at the end, had to glve up, 2ol
the combatants of the calle Moncada bad
to withdrow.

What lesson ean we draw  [from  this
EXpPErience?
That the tacties of the auarchist

eroups can lepd only to guwerrilln fight-
ing: that this, combined with the gen-
eral strike and organized revolutionary
actlon, can constitute an auxiliavy ele-
ment of the jiret rank as a means of
distracting the forces of the enemy which
will make it possible for ws to strike
thi decizive bBlow at the (ecizive polnts,
but is Incapable, by itzell alone, of glv-
ing us the victory; that to achieve vic-
tory, todoy even ‘more than in 10035, on
weeonnt of the enormous  progféss  of
militury fechnjque, it fs necessary &0
win over to the revolutlonm a good part
of the army.

The practical conclusion  whith we
draw from all thiz ia the urgent neces-
gty of Intensifying the work of aglta-
tion and propaganda among the treops,
and of wndertaking without delay the
creation of =zoldlers’ Commitices,

The Strike and Democratic 1llusions

Unaquieationably the Barcelonn gencral
Brike has considerably weakened the de-
mocratic llnslons among  the  working
class, Sl it would be g profound mis-
tuka to think that these illuslons have
leen definitely liguidated, Maurin, for
instance, starts from this preoige aomd
justifies the absurd position taken by
the Blogue Obrers ¥ Campesiao, (Work-
ers and Pengants" Bloc), reneancing dem-
oeratic slogans and ralsing the slogan of
the taking of power hy the proletariat.
The rexlity, which Is the only thing that
enn serve as the foundastion for o troly
Marxlst poliey, is unforfunately quite
different, Only a part, and that the
smultest, of our working class, has cous-
pletely lost fulth in the bourgeois repuab-
lie; apnother part i3 beginning to e as-
galled by doubts; the great majority
gtilF helieves in the republie. They pro-
test. they join the gencral strike, not
pgainal the regime, but ageinst the “kad
repnblicans”. The majorlty of the work-
arg still think that if they took the power
pway from Maura, and the governorship
from Anguern de 2ojo, and  replecod
them by “real republicans”, things would
be wvery much better,

Contributing to this ilusion in the firal
pliee wis the policy of the anarcho-syn-
dicalists ef supporting the vadical petty
bourgeaisie, with its pralse for the “ven-
erable™, “most invegral”, “honorable”
alacla, expressions which voun will find
pepeatedly in Solidaridad Obrern; like-
wige responsilile is Maorin himself, who
at a lecture in Madrid favored “the tak-
ing of power by the advanosd clements
of the Atenso”. How can any one  ex-
pect, under these conditlons, that  the
working class, which evelves slowly and
learns only with the help of 8 own ox-
perlence, should sbondon  immediastely
anil at one blow its democratie Hluelons?

These lost have suffered a severa blow,
st oanly & corfect poliey can contribube
to lquidating them definitively.

The Internal Crisis of the C. M. T.

Two words, in concluaion, on the inter-
nal erizis of the ¢ XN, T,

The general strike, declared against
the wishes of the lepders of thiz rev-
olutionary organization, has undonbtedly
sharpeped the crisis, The recent resig-
notion iu » Lody of Hie cditorial st of
Solidaridad Obrern fa o clear proof  of
this. The fact that the organ of the
Confederntion, for the first time in the
history of our movement, categorienlly
eonidemns the strike In the first onmber
which appeared after it took plice, 18
gulliclently eloguent on this point, and
reveal: before the eves of the entire
world the praove slekness feom which
the . M. T. is sufering.

Tat the crisle will ga still deeger. In
more of less normal times, sogeh erises
can be conjured away with relative ease.
Umder revolutionary conditions like the
present, i s a much more diffienlt mat-
tor, The divergenctes do nmot have an
nbstract character, but are a logical coR-
gegaenes of the problem which the sit-
uation places before the O, N, T, incxor-
ably demanding from it a clear and pre-
clze answer—how zhall we make the rev-
olotion?

The Communist Party cannot semain
outside of this internal ztruggle of ten-
dencies, whose outéoms may have enor-
mong consequences for the future of the
Hpanlgh proletariat. Let ps not forget
that this will depend 9055 on whether
or not the workers in the C, N, T, who
are the flower of the working class of
our country, continue to give thelr con-
fldence to the anarchists. To win over
these workers should be the principal
aim of ouwr party. This will be accom:-
piiahed, not by therstupld splitting tac-
thes followed up to now, but by an in-
telligent policy which will be able to
take ndvantage of the internal struggle
within the C. N, T.; not by heaping in-
voclive on 1ts lemders, and putting into
circnlation such idiotle epithem as “an-
archo-fascists”, but by proviog patiently
and persistently to  the revolutionary
workera the sterility of anarcho-gyndieal-
jam and the necesalty of a powerlul Com-
munist Party: to prevent the peasant
revolutionary situation, Instead of lead-
ing to the victory of the proletariat, from
leading to the enthronement of a dle
tatorship withont a mandate, of the fasc-
iat type. —ANDRES NIN.

Trotsky on Opposition
and the Party in Spain

To Andres Nin:
Ilear Friend:

First of all, I"should like to clear up
for mysclf the disputed gquestion in the
Left Upposition: a parrow or broad fac
tlon¥ 1 hive recelved your opinion and
that of comrade Lacroix on this subject,
Comrade M. has not yvet submilted the
report that he promissd,

I mumst wdmit that the baxls for this
dispute is pot clear to me. Yesterdny,
with regarnd to Catalonia, az [ can see
from your lettor, the questlon was poged
in the follewing manner: Bhould we call
upon the worker fo cater the oificial
Communist party or the Catalonian Fed-
eratlon? From yeur last letter, it ap-
pears that the Catkloolan Federatlon ex-
pila the Lefi Opposition from lis ranks,
that iz to sa¥, it proceeds in the sume
manner as the party does, 'This fact by
itaclf iz quite logienl, The Right wing
and the Cenirists manifesr the self-same
hoatility toward the Bolshevik-Leninists
in all countries, begloning with the U,
Ho o8, H. It would be odd for Spain to
be an excaption to this, On the contrary,
in view of the revolutienary situation in
Hpin, all the politieal processea (in-
cluding all the mistakes)y arrive at thelr
wltimate couclusion wery swiltly, HBut
ia it skill possible lo speak scriously of
the Left Opposition calling on the work-
org Lo enter the Catulonian Federation?
1 cannor understand 16! We can, to be
sure, tey to create our nuclel in the
Catalonian Federation with the aim of
recruiting a maximum of followers In the
event of the Inevitable collapse of the
Maurin organization, We can send in-
dividunl comrades into the Federation
wilh this alm. Bal can we openly onll
upen the non-party workers to entéer the
Federation? Never., It would be the
most monsirous mistuke and would not
only wenken us bul even disgrace the
Left Opposition,

Our Relation to the Party
In principle, the guestion of the official

party Iz poss] differently, sines we have
not renounced the ldea of winning to our
alde, the Comintern, and consequently,
cach of its sectloms, It has always ap-
penred to me that many comrades have
underéstimated the possibility of the de-
velopment aof the officlal Compiunls=t
parcty ln Spaln. I have written  you
phout this more than onee. To lgnorc
the official party az a fetltions gquantity,
to turn our bock to ft, sFeme fo me b
b @ preat mistake. On the contfary,
with regard to the officlal party wa must
stick to the puth of unitigg the ranks.
Still, thiz task is ool so slmple. As long
as we remain a feable faction, this task
isn in generable unachievable, We can
only produdee a tendency toward unity
inaide the official party by becoming @
garious Tores,

The opponents of the “brosd [wetlon™
reply to this: But if we group about us
a broad section of workers, we automa-
tically transform ourgelves into a acc-
ond party, I must admit that this argu-
ment astonizshes me. I we are to rewson
in such a formal manner, then In opder
o avold the danger of o second poarty,
the Rolshevik-Loninlats must altogether
di=appear from the fate of the earth,
That is just what the Htalinists want,
Political malthusianizm 8 the most om-
natural of all the warieties of malthus-
inniam. Every political  tendency  that
prows In forees cannot help going i
tha difection of wnlting around it the

largest mas=es possible. It is possible
to come fo the party by different roads,
If the Left Opposition beromes sironger
than the present official pariy, that will
furnisk ws the pssibility of struggling
with & hundred times greater effective-
nes2 for the wunity of the Communist
ranks than &t present when the Opposi.
tlon fx srill wenk, Isn't fhia clear?
But, the partisans of the “nareew faes
thon™ will answer, the Left Opposition
can only fake inte Its ranks consclons
followers. Indeed! HBut does not  the
aume thing hold tree for the porty? It
all comez down to this: the Left Opposl-
tlon anp=t mot mitract to ltself new work-
era; no, iE 18 obliged to direet them to-
wird the ranks of the party, sshere they
will be taught that the Trotskyists are
“counter-revolutionizts™. Then, and omly
then, the Opposition will have the right
bo digillusion these workera, to reedue-
ate them, to cure them of (he contagl-
ouws Stalinlst slanders.  [Really, I cannet

understand gueh o complicsated mechans
lsmm.

Growih and Scope of the Opposition

It seema to me thoat the Oppositlon
has not cnly the rcight, bot the duty, to
gronp about ftzelf all cthese that come
to It, who respond to its  appeals and
whom it s able to reacli. Naturally, at
tirst, they will be far from convinced
anil coenscioua Paolshevik-Lenlnlsts. But
this only Imposes the neceasity of oo
cupying onrselvea seclowaly  with  the
educaiion of our followers, Within the
geope of thiz edication, there sill olse
enter the guestion, why we are for one
party and why the Btalinists are for
two parties. If the flow toward woa
proves to be too tempestaons (which ia
hardly to be feared!) then we can form
@ clrele of sympathizers. A local argan-
ization of the Opposition pumbering 20
members can assemble about I 2 to 3
sympathizera. In this circle of &y
pathizers, it will be necessary to clear
up the gifference between [eninism and
Centrlam.  After the elrcle hos reached
A certain level under onre direction, 0t
cian Invite the representatlves of the
official party to present ita views before
it. On this basls a discusalon will arlsae
between onr followers and the Stallniata,
Only thlis will bring about a serious re-
conclliation between the Left Oppositlon
and the party. and create o far more
geture path toward a united party than
the malthinslan measures agalust repro-
dution,

The Left Oppositlon wonld be transform-

id fito & seet 0F IF were to come to the
concluslon that its task is only eriticlsm
of the actlons of the officlal pariy and
of the mass organizatlions of the prole-
tarfat. The Spanish revolution iy a fact.
Wa have already, without all thls, leat a
great deal of time, {ncluding the Lefk
Oppoaltlon, in Spain. We wlll not ba
able to reproduce (his revolotionary
altnation, which we ape passing up bo-
dav, at will next year. Précisely in
Spain the Opposition can within o brief
time grow into a great force. Dut the
firat condition for thia isx: not to fear
to bewvorme o feree, bl bo streive toward
that.

That f= all T can say in the meanfime
on the disputed guestion, on the basis
of Incomplete  information. T will be
very happy to receive additional infor-
matlon.

Keptember 27, 1931
—L. TROTSKY.
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