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After the British Elections

Preparing the Road for Sharpened Future Struggles

“On the day when the English prole-
tariat frees itself from the mental base-
negg of Fablamiam, humanity, partica-
larly in Furope, will lncrease lu stature
by at least a head.” (Trotaky—""Whither
England”, page O1).

Unquestionably the most ontstanding
amimg the generally exira-onlinary re-
sulta recorded by the Deitish elections of
Oer. 27 13 the erashing blow dealt to fab-
lan reformism. In the immediate seuse
and by way of parliamentary représcnta-
tion, renction  pgalned overwheimingly.
But in its more fundamental aspect,
these electlons have compreszed  inko
onie ecxpression the fact that (he Uri-
tish workera are becoming disillusioned
with thia Insldious corrupting influenee
of reformizm, but have not yet learned
the revolutionary way ont. In this re-
apect the elections reswrd  one  serlous
obatacle diminished,

The conservatives Incréased thelr vote
from the 1929 electlons by more (han
three milllonz: ft zalned more Lhan 300
mandates now having 472 aents in the
House of Commons out of a total of
$15, In the zame comparison, thag is,
wirh 1920, the Labor party lost over one
and one half milllon votes. In the ap-
portionment of seats In parliament they
are now minus 214, baving been reduoced
to a mere fraction of 50 members in the
houze, The Communist party polled -a
total of T4R24 wotes, compared to lks
50,000 votes in 25 electoral districts In
1529 and 53,000 votes In the 1024 elee-
tiona,

The Labor Party Prepared for Present

Sltoation

Undoubtedly the fwo years rpelgn of
the labor government succeeded admir-
ably in laying the foundation for what
is happening now. It would be entlrely
Inadequate to speak only of Iis treason-
able role. In faet It performed lhe his-
torienl function of reformism which in-
evitably followed the road Irom a pro-
gressive position to that of reactlon.

With the ncealerating decling of Dri-
tieh Ilmperializm, altered alse the posi-
tlon of the Labhor party reformism.
Thug, when the capltalist masters, in an
effort to save the sinking pound, mode
thelr categoric demands for further dras-
tic reduetions in the working elass stan-
dard, these people were Lneed with elther
complage submisslon or the revolution-
ary alternative. ‘The latter, of course,
Iiks majesty'a mindsters would never ac-
capt, 20 MacDonald, Soowden and Jimmie
Thomas went with the national govern-
mant to “victory”. The others attempt-
e to stick to thelr fablan reformiznm @i
were pretty well wipesd out of parlio-
ment, This vote of Oct. 27, happening
in a country with a decisive proletarian
majority, represents first of all the de-
gpair coused by the miserable role of
the Labor party. Only in that light can
alse be explained the small vote of the
Communist Party. It falled to indieate
the revolutionary wiy out.

Does Mac Donald See His Finish?

In his statement, thanking the woters
for thelr “confidence’, Mac Ddonald saya:
“The very emphasis of the response ls
embarrassing, but I appeal for forbear-
ance ag well ag confidence, . . " e
haps he sees In this response  already
the forebodings of his helng thrown away
A8 & useless tool oow that he can  no
more afectively serve to keep the work-
cra pnder illusions. At any rate  the
conservatives wil not be glow in taking
full charge of afairs without belng much
hampered in parliament. Even the Lloyd
George section of the liberals should hot
ciuge mgch more worry to its leader as
it has been reduced to an extenl of b
ing precly safe from any further splits,

One of the first issues which the con-

servatives can e expectsl  fo ride
through rough shod will undoubtedly be
thelr much cherlshed protective tariff.
Ay n saolntion to a dessdent industrial
gyatem operating in o eountry whicls has
now becomse the eclossic example of im-
perialist decline, protective tariffs gam-at
best, have & very questidnable volue,
Hut I wlll be certain to add its part in
the sharpenimg of imperlalist antagon-

lama in the world market and e=peclally

s with the United Btatea, Great Bl
taln's maln competitor, However, the
congervatives majority cam be expecbed
g more thap repeat its infamons recoml
of e former tenure in office, of which
the trades union act bhecame the out-
standing example.
New HRelatlons and Labors' New Rood
Hritiah eapitallsm finds  ijtself today
already reduced to a smallar ration in
world economy. That it will fight more
desperately for ts diminshing ration s
already  ipdicated, but the most imme-
dinte front it will seek st home, The
sloales bn the working class. standard
which have so far taken place, can be
vonsldered only the preliminary” skirs-
fshes: and o prelude Lo what is coming.

FFar that the way has been well pre-
pared by the two years relgn of the
“labor"” povernment. The workers at

thiz moment, perhaps more dlsorganlized
than ever, are undoubtedly looked uwpon
a5 en=y victims by the congervatlves who
will now ontinue tha task of thelr pre-
decessory and conslder the electlon vie-
tory a license to go to the cxtreme fimdt.

While these elections merely reflect the
diep going changea now taking ploce in
the general stroctore of Britiash imper-
inlism, in §ts relationg o other powers
on the world markef, and partlealarly
i ity Internal class relations, they will
alzo wndoubtedly in more than one re-
spect mark a serlouws turning point. The
furious conflicts for the world economilc
rations and for divislon of the world
can b sxpected to develop at an atee-
leratmd paee. Hut above all, the sharp-
eniy] class relations within will compel
a new eonstellation of foreces. On a whole
1t ean easlly be assuomed that what oow
Iepks like a body-blow to British labor
may rather prove its rebirth on a high-
or plane, The role of the officlal par-
lHamentary labor apposition i become
only a wvery limited one, In reality it
will reglster a body blow to the miser-

able fabian reformism. which althoogh

X X

» OPEN FORUM «

Friday, November 6, 1931

14 Wears of the
Hussian Revolmtion
Lecture by
ARNE SWABECK

at the
Labaor Temple
ldith Sireet andd Second Avemwe

QUESTIONS pnd DISCUSSION
ADMISSION : 25 Cenls
Unemployed Workers Admitted Frese

Ausplces: New York Branch Communist
League of America (Opposition)

NEXT WEEK: Friday, Nov. 13:

THE HAYMARKET MARTYRS
Their Tradition and thele lace
in History
Lecture by
Jimes P. Canmon

*4 e

——

not dead, in this new sltoatlon of sharp-
ar eli=s relations will be compelled o
give place (o0 a new and a revolulionary
outleok. In this respect the clections
can becpome g milestone on the road for-
ward for Hrilish labosr. To the degree
to which it has become freed from the
mental basmeness of fabianism, to that
degree it will be able to commence its
solution on the revolutionary path,
For the Communkst party the {uture
poasibilities mre that muoch moere en
hanked, If It can solve the very serlous
problems of corcect policy, it has the
opportanity of reviving the splendid
traditions of the Chartist -movement and

The 14th anniversary of the Halsherik
Russlan Hevolution §s at  hond; and
the proletariat of the entire world cheers
the frat working class to achieve power
aver the capitalist ¢lass. The heritage
of the COctober Revolution, preclous to

theé toiling millloms everywhere, musi
I preserved.
Im 1848 Marx and Engeis, in the im-

mortal Communist Manifesto, exultamtly
cried: A apectre Iz baunting Euwrope—
the apecire of Communiam®. With the
Russian Nevelution of MNovember 1817,
thiz spoctre beeame n reality of the mdol-
ern world, the fArst death-throst of the
unshepthed proletarian  aword in the
body of mperialism.
Thw Proletarian Dictatorship Is
Estalitished

The majer act of the Rossian prole-
tariat, in the program of revolution, was
the gelzure of political power as a class:
ir eatablished Hrate power: i sel up the
dictatorship of the proletariat which, as
Marz proved in the Oritielsm of the
Gotha Program, was the necessary tran-
gition measure emploved by the work-
ing class in the long, hoervd rond toward
the establishment of @ genuine Come-
munlat sociely—a socicty without the ¢x-
pleftation of man by man and thereby
without classes. The Kauotskys and the
Mengheviks, <t al, abandoning AMarx's
ldeas, lost their base, and since then have
stood upon  the ground of revisionism
and reformism,

When the Russian ma=zses. under the
leadership of the Communiat Party, of
Lenin and Trotsky, assumed power,
there began the first acts  in careying
through the econombe program of scen-
tife soclallsm, The Russinn Tevolution

a revival on a higher plane—on the plane
of the world proletarian revolution.
—A. 8.

procecded with the social measores put
forward by the early leaders of scien-
tifie soclallam, Marx and Encels, ‘The

Manchurian Events and the Communists

SHANGHAL—

The dominant event now in Far Easat-
ern politles fa the Manchurlan ocenpa-
tion which atartied the world ke lHgbht-
ning from the bluoe, Japanese imperial-
ism has carrled out the wishes and
plans, which It entertained for years,
to subjugate Muanchuria te its own ter-
ritory. It choze the rlght moment to
strike sinee the world economic depres-
sion has so serlously affected the United
Hiates of America and England, eyen as
It chose the right moment during the
World War to put up the famous Cwenty
one demands upon Chine. The Japan-
#s¢ imperialista are alwayas at work to
Keep Ching In o state of schism and dis-
cord, and to make the militarisis Aght
each other in order to fish In the trou
biod waters,

After the suppression of the revold-
tion, after the slaughter of tens of thou-
sands of the revolutionary masses. the
Nanking government is degenerating to
the same fate as the former Peking gov-
ernmint. It e¢an  effer no reslsiance
agaluzi the aggression of forelgn lmper-
ialists, exzcept that It stlll uses many
revolutlonary phrases which are anach-
ronlatic reminlscences «f the past rev-
alution, In the face of & predatory war
launched by Japan agalost China, the
generals  of the Chang Hseubh ILlang
gronp only retreated as the Japaness
army advanced, and lald down arms to
lat the Japanese srmy have a free hand
and eomplate contpol over the tercitory
where they were the rulers. They look
on helplessly at the Japanese bombard-
ing burning, pillaging and killing.

The Reslstance of the Chinese Masses

The Nanking government, at the head
of which stands Chiang Kal-8hek, i3 mo
better, Chiang Kal-S8hek preaches “calm
ness" and “endurance” to the people
Just gz the Manchurian gewverals practise
non-resletance  in delivering the people

PRESERVE THE WEEKLY:

We are compelled to contlnee our pub-
lig appeal for funds to HAVE THE
WEEKLY MILITANT. Ionationg e
beginning to reach us’ but they are far
tog small as yet to ensura the continued
existence of our paper on the present
basls. A polley of the ntmost econgmy
iz followed serupulously to hold Che cosat
of publication of The Milifant to the
abusolute Minimam. No other working
class publieation evar wis conducted on
surh an etomomical basle as 1a the case
with the organ of the Communist League
(Opposition}, For this reason, onr réead-
era can feel confldent that whenever &
public appeal is made for The Militant,
urgent and Immedlate neceazlty for hare
existence and maintenance of the paper
makea o oso. We sk our readers to
HEED» OUR ATPPEAL TODAY AND
BEND IN DONATIONS AT ONCE.

Omn two occagions wea have started the
Weekly Militant. The first time was on
November 30, 1020, After seven and a
hall months of exlstence, during which
the Weekly Militant demonstrated its
affectiveness on various i=awmea before the
working claoss—ihe textile and coal min-
ars’ struggles, Information- on  world

events, Commuonizt polley, ete—we wera

compelled, because of lack of funds, to
di=zeontinne the Weekly MIilitant. This
wasg g hard blow to the revolutionary
moveient. We were determined to re-
cover gnd return again to a weekly paper
nt the first opportanity.

On July 4, 1931 we revived the Week-
Iy MiHtant and for four months now we
have again issued the paper. It has
becn hard, but we belleve that the sap-
porters and syipathizers of the Left Op-
position want to maintain the Weekly
Mititand at all coats. Support from each
subseriber and sympathizer to the cause
of the Left Communists will assure the
existence of the Weekly and help to de-
velop It on stronger foundations.

From New York a total of $150.080 has
reached The Milltant gince our appeal.
House o house eollections are belng un-
dortuken., sympathizers and subscribers
viglted. Chicage states that supporters
there will be resched immediately,

The Milliant confidently awalts the re
sponge of fta readers, DON'T DELAY!
SEND IN YOUR DONATION TODAY to:

THE MILITANT

84 Bast 10th Streef, New York, N. Y.

to the claws of Japanege imperialism, A
wave of indignation and fary §s spread-
ing thronghout the whoele of Chinn, stu-
dents are ont im the steests haranguing
the crowd, mazs meetings are being held,
anti-Japanese assoclations organized ; the
anti-Japanese ‘boyeott is to be streng-
thened, circulars, leaflots and placards
distributed. Pot anfortunately the pro-
tests and resistamce among the people
up to now are chiefly words and senti-
mental phrases which are chargeteriatic
of the petty-bourgecls movement. The
workers are not now participating ac-
tively In the anti-Tapanese impeciallsm
movement becansze they are not gquite re-
covered from the wounnds they snffered,
and thers are still rigorows restrictlons
against them.

What s to be done fo hqt off the
foreign Invaslon? What will be the ont-
coma of it¥ Many public and legal or-
ganizntions are <lamoring for a war
agalnat Japan. Buat a war agaliost Jap-
anese imperiallsm means a revolutionary
war. It is impossible for the Kuo Min
Tang government to conduet such a war
because It fears the awakening of the
broad masses, The only alternative far
the Kuo Min Tang government iz to ap-
peal to the League of Natlona and td
America for interference in favor of
China.

Kuo Min Tang's Shaky Positlon

Until now It only eecelved a rebufl
from the League of Nations, After all,
the latter iz quite in line with Japano-
ese Imperlallsm, expressing satisfaction
over the sophistic Japanese explanation
that the military iovasion iz not mill
tary oecupation, ete. The only road open
bo the MNanking government is to negoti-
ate directly with Japan, to put up with
the logss of territory amd to swallow the
inault. But in the long rup, will the
people not be exasperated by the gobw-
ernmenl’s eaplinlation to the clattering
of weapons aml the unsheathing of
swords by Japan Iimperialism?  The
logic of events should lead to the serlous
ghaking of the Kuo Min Tang rule and
ghould open many possibilities for Com-
munlst agltation.

The Kuo Min Tang rule has cxperi-
emced this year the most severe crisls
since its advent to power in  China in
1927 its inner deep antagonisms be-
tween the Chekiang and the Ewantung
factionz, the revolt of the MNorthern
militarists, the peasant war in central
{hina, the growing misery of the muess
es duge to heavy taxation and high cost
of living, the unprecedented flood disas-
ter, and the Japanese occupation of
Manchuria are bound to exert a revolu-
tionary influence upon the masses. Here
and there we hear always the bifter tone
of enmity from the lowest strats of the
manzes agalnat Chinng Kal 3hek, Chang
Hsueh Liang and the Kuo Min ‘Fang
because they advocate non-reslstance to
the Japanese anggression, HBut where ls
the Communist Party which can wtilize
successfilly the hostility of the people
against the Koo Min Tang to overthrow
fta role? In other words, where Iz the
Communist Party, the only pachy exiat-
ing in China, which i{s against all shades
of the Kup Min Tang?

We need to write the history of the

Chinepe Communist Party In the last

two years In order fo understand the
present situation of the Party. Beiween
sSeptamber 1030 and Januwary 1931, there
were two overtorns In the Party which
resulted in the complete cllmination of
Jie Li-I4-3ian groop from  leadership.
It was sacrificed as a scape-goat to cover
the adventurous sins of the Stalinist K.
L B
Influence of the Past on FPresent
Chinese ., F.

It is rially alnu:dl'll.; e Fedad the Com-
intern's letter of last November o the
Central Committes of the Chinese Com
munist 'arty, condemning the poliey of
the Li-Id-8ian group. The glat of the
letter was that “the course of armed
uprising s alveady decided, the slgnd-
fleance of the establishwent of the Sov-
let government lies in the fact that the
Chinese Communist Party i3 on the road
towarda armed oprising n the big and
biggest cities™, but “comrade Li-Li-Hian
siw the ripening of the revolutionary
gltuatlon on a national scale,” and “pro-
posed to start an acmed uprizing in Han-
Eow when the Chinese Communist I"arvty
has In thot area only two hundred Party
members fiul ome hundred and Gty rod
trade unlon membees,”

But  the execntor Li-Li-Sian ghould
have fully the right to ask the sages
of the Comintern why they decided on
ths eourse of armed uprising io the big
amd blggest cliles when they themselves.
admitted in the same letter thal “the
rlging tlde of the labor movement, gen-
erally apeaking, even in the decizive in-
dugtrial eities {Hankow, Shanghal along
Yungtse, not to mention Caston, Hong-
hong, Darlen, Harbln, efc.) lags behind
the peazant movement. Even in Shang-
hal and Hankow, the spontaneous sirike
struggle did not develop rapidly. In the
May anad Augwst demonstrations of this

(Camtipned on Page 3)
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means of produstion amd distribution
wure socialized amd pationalized. For
the first time in the modern imperialist
epoch, by the act of the proletarian rev-
clutlon, “Beclalist productlon wpon o
pre-determined plan became  hewceflorth
posaible” [ HKogels). Not  thpough  the
bhazy deeams of the Uloplan soeiallsts,
but scientifically, following the basic
plane of Marx aml Engels, socialist
comstruction began.

The Epoeh of YWars and Kevolutions

There began that cxperiment In -
manlty-nilding when ultimately, “The
government of persons (the State) 1s
replaoced by the sdministration of things;
and by the conduct of the processes of
production.” (Engels).

The Taninist estimation of the present
imperialist cpoch §s that it is the “epoch
of wara and revelutions,” With the ad-
vept of the Bolshevik HRevolution, the
catablishment of proletarian Soviet
power, the two phases of fhe Leninist
view were realized, The Worlid War,
that enormouns but inevitable dizsaster ol
civilizgation, which forever dammod cpi-
talism in the eyves and minds of the
thinking and revolotlonary workers
and peoples of all lands, was firat ghven
a deadly blow by the uprising of the
migery-ridden workers and peasants sl
soldiers of Czarlsi Hussia. The epoch
of capitalist war had met its complenent
and master-—the Proletarian Revolation,
The Kerensky :oclallats amd meosheviks
—=the arafector- of the interesis of Che
Ruasinn bourgealsie—who tried to hold
back the realization of the demands of
thie workeras and peasants met defeat.
The Holsheviks, penctrating the Soviels
with the slegans of Hread, Peace aml
Lund, won the masses to thelr slogans
and received the mandote of the HRuas-
glan people to carry through the Bol-
shevik program.

Carrying Out the Program of Communisim

It became posalble then to knifiate the
work of carrying out succesafully the
principles of Communism—a task which,
as Lenin pointed out in his brochure.
the Soviets At Worl, would comprise
the physical and intellectunl efforts of
the masaes for decades, JPs consuwmma-
tlen would witneas (he complete trans-
formation of the menns of prodoction
and distribution and the ounilook of man
upon the  world—a  rransvaluntion  of
vulues that would raise mankimd to o
histarical level never before conceived
by man. Though begun in Soviet Rus-
afa, this objective could enly be achleved
on an internatlonal senle theough the
insteuments of Communist  Parties and
a Communist Internatlonal ny goides and
leaders of the worklng class. To this
end the Communlat International, with
the lending spirits them of Lenin, Trow
sky, Hakovsky, Zinoviev and Platten
was formed in 1810,

During the fourteen yeara of the Hus-
gian Hevolution there have been alzo six
congreszes of the Communist Interns-
tional, During these 14 years of pro-
letarian power ln Soviet MHussia, there
have besn mighty achievements despite
the many aml persistent efforts of the
Busglan bourgeoisie, ‘White uardists
pnd the world imperializts led by Am-
erica, England and France, o amash
the Boviet Power. Militery [nterven-
tion, eivil war, sabotage, famine, et
fatledd The power of the Hed Army,
the fundamental acts of the soclalization
and nationalization of the means of pro-
duction (to the fallest extent possible
under the glven conditlons) the power
above all, of tha ldens and ideal of
Communi=m, that penetrated the oone
goiousness of the masses ever more and
e, held the Soviet Power and the
Communist Party firmly together throwgh
all struggles and viclssltudes,

Lenin Dies; Stallnlsm Hises

The death of Lenin, which came af-
ter four Congresses of the Commuist

International had guided the destinies

Canadian Party Leaders on Trial

Blnee the arrest of the nine Party
leaders in Canfda last August, the main
efforts of the Canadian Tabor Defense
Loague have been in forming a mass de-
fense movement: this work has foond
expression as (he Warkers' Rights and
Antl-Daportation Conference,

In all leading ¢itiea of Canada swhere
a branch of the o' J. D. L. exlzts, com-
ferences have been organlzed for the
defensze of the Communist Party. In
Toronte, where the headquariers of the
Party are located, and where (he trial
will take place, a conforence was organ-
lzed on Heptember 28th, which was at-
tended by 128 delegates representing 40
orzanizations, aml consiztzs of an effort
to form a united front of various sec-
thonz of the Labor movement, as evidens.
el by the nature of the orghnlzations e
presented, reformizst anions, Labor party,
fraternal and ocultural bodies. and -
gonizations aympathetle to and  under
the Ideslogieal control of the Party. The
composition of the conference has ahown

that if proper twctics are adopted anited
front can be attained. It seems that the
Party leaderas are learning a few lessons
from the catastrophic policies of the last
few years; that the present (rial means

the legality or illegality of the Commun-
1st movement, and strangulation or bur-
enucratic control of the defense move-
ment would have sefiods repercoassion In
harming the cauze at & critieal period.

The first meeting of the confercnce in
Toronto adopted a resolution glving an
analysia of the sltuation In Canada, of
the varioug phases of capitalist break-
down leaving an army of G000 onem-
ployed.

Instead of granting unemployment imn-
surapee to the hungrey, capitallst econ-
pmy “strengthens” itself by adding to its
pollee forces, and using more outragecus
methods of violenee as Instanced by the
shooting of three striking miners In
Egtevan, Saskatchewan, Capada has also
broken off all diplematie and commercial
relations with the 11, 8, 8. I, and Ia
pow & leader lo the Christian antl-Soy-
iet blockade,

The Decisions of the Defense Conference
The conference accepted the Workers'
Rights and Antl-Deportatlon Bill, and
the following are its maln ¢lauses:
i, Frecdom of apeech and assembly
for the working class

2. Protectlon of foreign-born and Bri- to this end that

(Continued on page 2}

PRICE 5 CENTS

Hail 14 Years of Soviet Rule!

Fight to Preserve the Traditions of the Bolshevik October

of the Soviet Unjon and the internation.
al proletarian movement, gave rise, under
the segis of Stalin and Bucbarin, to new
formulations, new ideasz, false interpre-
tations and revizslonist theories of Marx-
fsm. The tremedowus damage which the
apigones of Lenin—the Stallnist-Bocharin
sehool of thought—have committed o the
immslinte and historical interests of the
Ruszdan awd also the world proletarian
revolutlon, s here briefly ontlined.

Praperty=—land and the means of pro-
duetion—remain seclnlized in the Soviet
Union. The moenopoly of foreign trade,
a2 mighty pillar for the maintenance of
the proletarian dictatorghip, exista, The
years in whith Lenin and Trotsky led
the destinies of Hoviet Rossia, the beat
perlod of Communist leadership, have
inatiiled milllons of workers with the
nnderstanding and need of Communnlsm.
Diespite  the  Stalinist  perverslons of
Alurxisi-Leninlst theorfes and practies and
the disfipuration of Reéevoelution, there pe-
mains tremendous lealogieal sirength
in large sections of the Communi=st party
anil the proletariot, largely unexpressed
becange of the sappresaive methods of

‘the Stallnlst regime agalnst the worker-

Communists amnd Left Oppositien,

Rtalln and Menshevik Hopes

The revision of the doctrines of Marx
amd Teenin by the Htallnists has glven
aid and comfort to the theorles of Men-
sheviam., Menshevizsm inzistas  that the
glg-zags aml revistons «f Leninism by
Stalin and Bucharin are histerically in-
evitable, and that the present leadership
of the Comintern iz alapting itself ae-
cordlnegly. Menshevism deniea that the
assumption of power by the proletariat in
g socalled backward country eronomicals
¥, as in Hussia, can become the méans
wherehy the proletariat ean procesd to
the introductlon of socialist principles
of production and distribution, aod Bt
maintning that it o working class attalns
political power under swch conditions,
the drift must be hock (o eapitaliam,
in order not to “skip any stages” in the
historical esronomie scale. Bot the years
of the Iussinn Hevolutlen under Lenin
and Trotsky are a living refutation of
the AMenshevikas and made easler the de-
feat of the latter both In Soviet Husafa
and on & world scale, However, the
officlal paraders of Communizm, the
Gtalimist regime, have mmude slmpler the
tnsks of the Menshevik slanderers. We
¢ite here some factual material,

The Taft Opposition has conslatently
dlgcussed the fzues Jdividing it from the
Centrists and Right wing. In the 14th
year of the Husian rovolution, the Laft
Opposition finds that time has confirmed
its eriticlam of the Stalinist Comintern
podd  ratified the platform and perapec-
tlves of the Left Opposition both In re-
gard to the situation in the Soviet Un-
fon and imternationally.

In the year 1081 there took place the
trluls of the engineer specinlista  and
Mensheviks on charges of sabotage and
connter-revolutionary  actlvity agalnat
the Zoviet Government. The Opposition
warned the Party against the Stalinist
thethoda which made [ so easy for Ben-
gheviks and Intellectmals of the old or-
der to step into positlons of signifloance,
without any check, In the fields of econ-
omy aml politics,. The party and the
Soviet Unlon paid the price of this “re-
conciliation” with window-jumping Bes-
sedoveky, the Agebekovs, the Ramzins,
tha “Aensheviks-Bolsheviks, and eount-
lass others.

The Opposition Platiorm SBerves the
Waorkers' Intereais

Advances in soelallst construction in
the domain of Industry and agricalture
have been made-notable omes. The Left
Opposition led the struggle, resisted for
vears by Stalim amd Bukharin, for a
want Inerense in Soviet and collective
forma and for a swifter industriallzs-
tion poliey. Under Opporition pressone
the Stalinist “Left” swing began. We
will not deal hear with the caricature
the Stalinfsts have made of a sound
eollectivization and  Industrializetion
program, but concern ourselves with the
main outlines, The Five Year Plan, the
firat of many to come, was first advanced
by the Left Opposition umler Trotsky's
leadership. In a fundamental, principle
and programmatie gense, thess and many
other ACHIEVEMENTE OF THE RTUS-
SIAN -REVOLUTION HELONG TO THE
LEFT OPPOSITION.

In respoct to Soviet economy, the Left
Opposition propesed the abandonment of
the Stalinist policy of economic izola
tion, the theory of an isolated, self-suf-
ficing Soviet gconomy able to bulld a
“somplete wocialist socicty” (Ftalin)
with the existing economic perquisites
of Russia. The Opposzition insiated that
the false theory of socialism In one
country, the foundation of Stalin's “the-
orles”, be discarded. The Opposition
proposed p foreign trade policy that
would link the needs of the Russian
Revolution with the requirements of the
world’s workers affected by the world
economle orinis, The monopoly of for-
#lgn trade by the HSovlet Unlon would be
the lever for a controlled economic col-
laboration witk the caplialist world,

Concretely, further, Trotsky proposed
the Comintern Initlate

(Continued on page 4)




