il

FEH T TN TN RS R T S s e

WORKERS
OF THE
WORLD
UNITE

VOLUME 1V, NO. 27 [WHOLE NO.

THE

York, XN, Y.

MILITANT

Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America [Opposition]

F"nterfd as second clase mall matter, November 28, 10238 at the DMost Offics gt New under the act of Mareh 3. 1870,

2

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1931

PRICE 5 CENTS

ILD Mooney Meet Ousts Left

Opposition Delegates Un:nttcl by Bureaucratic Machine
P

Onee more the Internationel Tabor De-
fensa has carrled out its elasaical un-
ited front polley. This time the Tom
Mooney oage la made to suler the in-
caleulable atopldity of Stalinksm, Tom
Mooney, through his appeal to all works
ing class oganizations gave a Lremendous
impetus to the stroggle for  the
hiberation of all clasa war prison-
erd. The pacty @t fivst hesitabed
to take up the proposal mede by Mooney,
anid then it paved the way for the re-
formists to sclze the hepemony and aplit
the movement, by the Incomprehensible
Stalinist policy of the “united front from
below”. The I. L. I) having been thrown
out of the “Moonéy Moldors Ihefense
Confarence by the labor skates, learned
nothing ot a few A. F. L. tacties, which
they procecded to apply in  their own
comference held October 1th at the Ire-
ing Plaza Hall,

In ovder to avoid a meeting which
would show the reaults of a policy of
appenling to the “rank and fle mem-
bers of the Amalgamoted Clothing Work-
erz and the ather uniona, independent. of
the A, F. T . . . and the loeal unions
of the A. F. L." the party eall invites all
organizations to semnd one delegute for
every flve members. By this very sabtle
method the conference was packed with
party delegates, I I I, delegates, and
the inevitable fraternal organizatlions,
The ercdentinls report wiz an ineredible
hash of figures for which the reporter
kept apologlzing and promised jost as
many tlmes to send & “complete” report
to the organizations represented follow-
ing (!} the conference. The party wust-
el no time.  From the very beyinning
the hand of the teachers {Mr| Groen amd
Bom Gompera) was as olear as day. The
chalrman and the ¢redentials commities
were proposed by the Dist, Comm. of the
I. I. I+, No further proposals were ae-
copted and the well known steam roller
method applied. A delegate from a W,
O, branch protested, but Carl Hacker not
to be hindered by an “naive” rank and
filer, muttering some vague words aboul
facilitating the work of the conference,
poo-poted such anti-deluvian democrathe
motlons. Then came @ raln of banalitdes
about why we unite with the rank and
file and not the leadership of the reac
tionary organizations and other rot abont
the new “third peried” tactics of the hbol-
ghevised 1. L. 13. This was koown as
the report of the I. L. D, disiriet com-
mittes. Following the Intermission for
lunch, the delegates representing the
Communist League of Americn (Opposi-
tlon) Geo, Haul amd Geo. Clarke were
called before the Credentlols Commifies,
Helgel “the leader” of the Comm. oodEed
uzs e wiltllraw from the conference, ex-
plalning to us that ainee we were “old
timera™ he koew for what pirposes wa
came (o the conference, “Commuonista',
he sald, “go to the A. F. of L. confer-
entes to disrupt them (!} and the Op-
position (being enemies of Communism)
therefore came to the I L. Ik conference
with the same ldea in mind' “These
ware Hterally hls words, Explain as we
might that our real Intentlons were anity
and not split, there was no awerving the
nfallibility of his bureaucratic decizions.
The Credentials Committee was to pro-
pose the reéjection of the Oppositlon as
delegates to the oconfersmee, Comrades
Bauwl and Clarke pevertheless informed
the Commdttes that they would fAght the
report from the floor.

Using a quotation from the Militant
which even the hysterically whipped-up
Sinlinists could find little to boosi, Aelgal
moved the pon-acceptance of the dele-
givteas of the . L. A. and the Welshord
group. Dlscpaston  was  antomatically
cloged and the former Lovestoneita, Nem
gier, in the chair proeeeded to take the
proposal of the credentials committee
to a woble which passed not with
put opposition however. At thiz polet
the delegates of the Oppoaition, who wore
demanding a dlscusslon on the refort all
nlong, were jolned by several other dele-
gites, and the Stalinizts were compelled
to allow discussion, IDMscussion which
wig oot to Inlluence the vote on the re-
port but was to sanctlon it Del. Her-
mann  of the Carpenters’ Unlon  speoke
against thiz exclusion, saying that his
Ipcal had elected delegates to a anited
front conferance and mot a splitting party.
Delegate Berlin of the Workmens Circle
arose to express similar sentiments, but
he wias howled down by the chalrmian
and the faithful from below. Then the
blg guns were brought into play. Maur-
fee Malkin, well known in Right wing
clreles, atepped upon the stage (o reclie
his Hitle plece. One lie followed an-
athar feofm the mouth of this unequalled
econvert to the Stalinist camp. Taking
the cue from Hacker, Malkin said that
in 1025 and for many years following, the
I. L. D was a lawyers' defense organi-
gation and that Shachtman had pleaded
gullty when arrested in 1927 in a “Hands
O MNicaragua" demonstration In Wash-
ington, proving the deptha of the Op-
position's renegacy., That the party had
instructed Shachman to act in this man-
ner and hod never condemned him or
the others who were resposible for If,
meant nothing to Malkin,

But that was the mildest of hia fabri-
eafong. About thiz time, the comrades
ropresenting the O, L. A, protested aloud.
That wes a slgnal for the pogrom gang
to get to work. In a hysterical, half-
erazed volee, 3 party member arose amd
demanded our exclusion from the hall,

to which the chorus did not fail to join
in, Carl Hackeg, whico has learned a
few lessons from John L, Lewis, pro-
posext g motlon asking the Opposition de-
legrates to withdraw from the hall, ‘The
terrorlsed party members voted for I
When the Opposition refused to leave
without making a statement, o pack of
hoodlums approgthed ws with the threat
to beat up on us. Unwilllng to turn the
micting Into o riot, we withdrew from
the meeting dnder theeat of violenes,
We rend the next day in the Dally
Worker that “someone™ overheard one
of the Oppositéon delegates phoning Can-
non to the effect that “we fried to Jdis-
rupt the conference but were unswecesa-
ful.” Havipg split the conference, the
bureawerats, with an aching conscicnes,
baed to wrack their fesble brains for such
a crade and ridlevlous invention i or-
der to convines the delegates that after
all it was the Opposition that disrupted
the meeting ! -z, O

Protest Expulsions
in Greek Club

The following appeal has just been
issued in the Greek lnguage and is be-
ing virculated smong the membera of
the Spartakos Club, among the Greck
speaking members of the Communist
party and its sympathizers, The appeal
wias drawn up and signed by o group of
Greek members and aympathizers of the
Left Opposition, agalnst whom an expul-
sion campalgn from the Spartakoa Club
haz been lannehed by the Stalinists. The
gratifying progress wihch the leas aod
prestige of the Left Opposition bave
made among the Greek workers, particu.
larly in New York, in recent months, has
provid to be a thorn in the Aesh of the
bureaverat®. Their arbltrary expulsions,
actuated by thefr fear of discussion, will
not prevent the growth of the Qpposition,
On the contrary, their savage attacks
will only cause the militant Greek work-
ers [o arouse themselves to a considera-
tion of the dispured gqueations agitating
the Communist movement, We have ey-
éry reason to belleve that the recent ac-
fuisition of strength made bp the Com-
munist League of Ameriea {(Opposition)
in the feld of Greek-speaking Communist
workers, where we are gainiog some of
the most influentinl and experelnced
fighters, s only a beglnoing . The beat
Communist workers, the most courageous
andd intellgent, those whe Will refuse
to let bureaverats think for them and
bully them, will find the road to the
Left Opposition in the end.

The statement on the recent expulsion
campalgn reads as follows:

To the Party Members and Sympathizers:

At the last meeting of the Spartakos

Cluly charges for expulsion were pre-

aented by the Stalinkst bureapcrats

agninst comrades Koumondouress and
( Continuk] on page 2

Woar Threatensin Manchuria

Japan, China, U. S. and Soviet Union Are Involved by Nipponese Military Attack

Ilaw Traglle and deceptive is the whole
struocture of “peace”™ and  reconsirde-
tion", with itz League of Nations, ifs
pacts and ageecments, bollt up by world
imprerializm after the world war of 1914-
1918, ks belng strikingly demonstritod by
the sepnsational events now unfolding in
Manchurin., AMore than =seventeen years
alter the world was throw into the most
horpille shambles history has known, the
word “War!" stapds oul Agiin menac-
ingly in the headlines of cvery DewapnpHer.

It is not n danger of war that exists
in Mnpehuria, It s & state of war in
actuakity. Whole soctlons of the conn-
try have been invaded sod ocupled by
Japarcsge military forces. Squadrons of
Jupanese alrplanes have flown over Chi-
nese eitles, ealolng down machine gun
bulleds and bomhbs, terrorizing the civil
popalation and alrendy placing to its
account o growing list of casuallties
The situation iz almost identical, feature
for feature, with the invasion of Bel-
glum by German lmperial troops in Aug-
ust 1914, The anly Important diferenese
i# that the Chiang Kal-2hek government
hua not yot officially declared war agaiust
the Japanese in answer to the latter's
unadfficial declaration of war upon China.
But the war itself {s In progress, on
i smaller =eale, it s true, but it is Dev-
eritbeless a faet which all of the futile
palavaring at the Geneva meelings of
the Leasue of MNations cannot cover wp.
The only gquestion to be determined in
the coming dava is the scope thia war
will assume, the forces it will Involve,
anpd how they will align themselves.

Japan and China

The wveritable war which Japan has
Inunched againat Ching marks no new de-
partura in lts relations with that coun-
try. It Is part and parcel of that arbi-
trary, domincering, rapaclious polley of
plunder and subjugation which it has
purgned In common with the other im-
peclalist powers since the Indusirial rev-
olution towards the ecnd of the last cen-
tury browght Japan to the forefront in
world politles and economics, aml moro
spicifically as an Aslatle and Pacifie
power, From 1554 onwards, Japanese
policy bas been “China for the Japoan-
efe™, and it has made no specal attempt
to concesl itz relentlesa lmperiallst puor-
pose. It successfally fook over control
of Korea, which it sueceazfally defend-
ed against the Kusslan czar and anoexed
in 1910, gelned control of the strategi-
cally invaluable Port Arthur, and devel-
oped its position to sech an extent that
from Formoza on the South to Sakhalin
on the Morth, it virtually dominated the
coastline of China from the South Chinm
Beg to the furthermiost part of Manch-
neig. Manchurin it occupled-—and stayed
—immediately upon the outbreak of the
world war, daspite Chinese protesrs, and
it hps more or less domingted that vast
tereitory with litle ioterruption for the
past fourieen vears,

Japan's imperialiss Intérestzs In China
are deep-golng and tenneions, It wants

Chinese coal to supplement ity own small
gupply. More even than coal, it wanis
iron, both of which arve present in large
deposits in the Shantung reglon, at the
Northern gmet of China, directly aouth
of Mapchurin avod Port Arthur.  Japan
seeks Its rlee and cotbon from China
proper and ity wheat from Alpnehuria.
In addition, Japan runs the bighly valu-
able and important Southern Manehur-
lan rallway, and wses the policing of
it as the preftext for constant interven-
tlony in the internal affa.rs of the coun-
try.
The Position of the 1. 5.

But it Iz not alone with China that
Jupan has ita elasghes. A sharp eonfilet
of interest nlso exiata between it and the

Unitedd States, a festerlng zore which
may burst mio @n I|:|l]|.l|,|r|1.1_'|f el lEsion b
fore one §s renlly aware of . As de
terminilly ns Japan has steod for a
cloged deor in China, u deor closed Lo s
lmperrinlist rivals, the Unived  Siages,
coming to the tréemepdous waealth of
China late in (he day, has steod for the
“open deor”, that s, for holding it open
long enouzh for the Yankees to establish
themselves in the house, The potorfous-
ly arbitrary “twenty-one point=" demanpd
made by Jupan upen Chion o 10913, which
involved HEtle lész: tnoan the ecompléte
siilafjupantion of the latter, met with for-
il opposlion from onply one Importaont
power, the United States. For decades,
the American jingoes have stirred ap the

Jurisdictional Disputes Disrupt
A.F.L. Building Trades Dept.

It the corpulent gemtlemen, who met
in Vancouver, B. (., recenily, have thelr
way, there will be a more intense jurls-
dietlonn]l war within the building trades
unlons than ever before. At least that
much was declded by the A, F. of I.
Building Trades Department convihltion,
Bpeaking virulently nnd with moch gusta,
that is, in etween chewlng on fat cigars,
one aftér another of thers “lubor” re-
presentatives denownced  the “tripple
alllance™ of the earpenters, bricklayers
and electrickans unions, Times are hard,
moat unlon members are out of jubs and
some sort of milltancy had to be shown,

The “defensive™ allimnce of the three
unions was deseribed as  having  Teen
formed *“po take work away foom other
peaple. The carpenters partleularly
came in for the unanimous wrath, They
ware called “pirates” and “rothless”
having the intention of fosterlng an or-
panizatlon to “ereate turmoil sod indes-
trinl  Wiseontent™. (One  expressaesd the
opinton that wntl all locals afiliated with
the “triple alllance™ were ousted from
cxisting building trades connells “we are
slmply wastlug our time talking”. And
this became the unanimons sentiment ax-
prossed in a resolution, that “this build-
fng trades deporiment of the A, F. of L.
direct the natlonal prestdents of the af-
filated unlons to support to the fnllest
extent of their resources any  affiliated
unlon when an attack ik belpg made wpon
them by unlons not affilinted with the
bullding trades depuriment of the A. F.
of I." The three anions mentiomed are
oot allinted becaunse of jurisdictional
disputes,

For the rank and file membership,
however, this i an ominous slgn rather
disquieting for the future prospectz. It
ks become a well established practize
amang this type of “leaders” to inten=ify
the jurisdictional ¢onflicts as a prelude
to attacks coming from the bosses,

The general wage cut campaign is al-
ready in full swing, That it has not
vt to any great degree officially hit the
bullding trdes is perhaps only due to
the fact that by the conditions of large
acale unemployment and the extreme
weaknesa of the craft unlon positien the
bosses find them=elves able, in the main,
te enlist the labor pesled at a prlee way
below the  ofialally  established  woge
scale.  That itself, of course, earries with
it only further woeskness smd scriously
undertiines the orgnuizationnl basis. For
the large ¢ontractors in the bullding du-
dustry thiz endermining serves well fs
a prelude to an open attack which is
gure not to b long delayed,

The well-fed officials of the oinetesn
bailding frodes nefons, those within as
wirll as those outside of the building
tradea department, surtly know what is
coming. They have not & serap of o
program for organlzed reslstanes  and
have no sach Intentions. The intensis
fication of forisdictional agoabbles  in
thelr hamnds =erves ua g means of pre-
parkng the way for the bosses and makes
thelr task an ecasler one. In this manner
do they prove themselves na efflclent ser-
vants of capitalism.

The =logan and demand for amalgamas
tlon «f all building trades unicbhs eor-
rectly advanced by the militant work-
ers a few yeara ago should now again be
put on the top of the agenda, An effiee-
tive campaign for amaleamation and its
ultimate accomplishment, plus the re-
placement of olass sfruggle for class
collnboration, would make short shrift
of all these present deslgns of dissen-
slon and division promulgated by the of-
ficialz, It would become the most prac-
tleal and effective way of making an end
fo jurladictional squabbles aml really
help to unify the ranks of the bullding
trniles workers for resistance to the eom-
ing attncks, —A. 8,

U. &, an_fronts

The announcement of the plans for a
E000,000,000 Notlonal Credit Corporation
by Hoovver, followed by an advanes in the
Federal Heserve rediscount rate, from
P12 to 2 1-2%, after two yeara of de
clining rates, have brought out into the
open the existence of a banking crisis in
the Tinited States. In additlon, the Am-
erican banking system has logt ZH00,000,-
(WM of gold since Sept. 20, when England
wenl off the gold standard, the greabest
loss of gold ever recorded In such o brief
time, reducing ita gold holdings from 5
billiona to 4 1-2. The number of bank
Tallores has increéased rapidly, and the
continued crash in the prices of stocks
and bonds culminating Saturday, Oct. 3
and Momday, Oct, 5,  endangered the
golvency of many additional banks. Rum-
ors that America was abopt to go off
the gold standard, or &t lenst depreclate
the, gold value of the dollar by inflation,
were widespread throughout Europe, and
added to the pankeky fecling here, Clear-
ly something bas to be done Immediately
o “restore confdence'’.

The New Mechanism

Trie to the philosphy of “Individual
inttiative”, Hoover's method of approach
wig to enll a copference of a handful
of bip bankers, and have thelr declslons
ratified by & hand-plcked cauecus aof Con-
gressmen and Senators.  The ficst con-
crete step was to atart the formation of
a corporation with half a billlon «ollars
of working capial, which s to lend
money to banks against assests not eligi-
ble for rediscount with the Federal e
gserve banks., The funds for this purpose
are to ba ralsed by subseription {rom
banks thempelves, for which they are to
get bonds on which interest §a to be
paid out of profits, Loans are to be made
under 0 double check, by local hankers®
associations and by the national credid
board, and are to e secnred by apecific
nasets held by the borrowing bank, by &
note of the bank, and by a note of the
local bankers' assdelation,

Further steps to be taken away Include
amenidment to the Federal Reserve Act
to permit reserve banks to lend money

agalngt types of assets which are not
eliglile now 3 I necessary, a government-
financed company like the wartime War
Finanee Corporniton, and lastly, jossible
purchase by the govgrnment of additional
atock in the farm land banks. Thezae last
theee steps will all need to be carried
out by act of Congress, which will not
mesl until Deeamber, anleas a0 special
geasion 2 ealled before,

What is the purpoge of the whole man-
eaver? Obviouzly not to “restore  Con-
flilence™; that may be all right to pub-
lie consgumption, but the only thing that
would really restore confidence to the
bourgeoisle wonld be profits coming infto
thele pockets, Nor is IE to “strengthen
the litile banks™; of all the things (hat
would kiep a group of blg bankers awalke
all might, that wonld be one of (he last
on the list, particularly when they are
in the midst of a campalgn to merge,
absorb anmd control thousands of lictle
banks throughout the country,

The basic purpose {s to strengthen the
hold of fApance-capital on the natiooasl
eponomy, and congolidate the posifions
won during the bopm that collapsed in
19, By inslsting on the repayment in
dollars worth & bushel of wheat aplece,
of loans made in dollars worth a bushel
each, the relative position of the banks
will v sirengthoned as againat all ofher
elements of natlonal economy, and by
gubjugating the samall banks to the dom-
inatlon of the large banks, through loans

Banking Crisis

to be made by the new credlt ecorporation,
the plans of the Intter for perfecting their
monopoly of banking will be furthered.
All other elements in natlonnl economy
have borne somoe part of the burdens of
the erisis-workers through anemploy Eenf,
part-time, wage-cuts and speed-up; laod-
lopds through depreclation in valoe of
real estwie and seattercd rent  reduc-
flons : industrinl capital throngh lower
profits. Financeé-apital stands to beneflt
enormonsly by the deflation and depres-
sion, which Increase the value of gold
nus commodities and labor power decline
in price,
Controlling the Deflation

Only—this profitable defation and de-
pression must be controlled, and allow-
ed to gpo only so far and so fast as it
mirves the interesta of monopoliztie fin-
ance-capital. It must not be allowed o
pat out of hand, 0 as to endonger the
likellbood of repayment of loans based
on ile Inflation period acale of wvalucs,
The policy of finance-capital with re-
spect to capltalist economy as a whole
iz a protesque carieature of the policy
of the capitallst ¢loss with respect to
productive Inbor—to ride on §is back and
gtarve it, not to the point of death but
to the point of maximum profit over a
perled of time. By maintaining in a de-
flationary period the dollar value of loans
made in & pericd of inflation, fApance-
capital will greatly Incrense the propor-
tion of its abare of the surplos value
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of the future, aml within {he general
class of fonnec-capital, the big banks will
ineronse thelr hegemony over the small
banks by bringing them under thelr fin-
ancinl domination throngh emergency
loans,

The following paragraphs will ottem
to discuss the possibilities of swccess of
such a polley by deaerlbing, fivst the fune-
tioning of Anance-capital under *pormal™
conditions, second, how this “normalf’
functioning hos been modified by (he
boom up o 1829 and the crisis since
then, and third, the perspectives of the
banking crisis and some probable varl
ants,

Lenin says, in “Imperialism”, “TFhe [irsg
and mest fundamental functign of banks
48 to serve as an [ntermediary in pay-
ment. Im so doing they transform in-
aotive capital inta gpetive capital, that s,
into eapltal producing o profic; and, «ol-
lecting all kinds of revenues, they put
thom at the disposal of the capitnlists,

“In proportion as banking operations
develop, as they become concefitrated into
a smaller number of establishments, the
banka become transformed and inatéad
of being molest go-betweens they becoms
powerful monopolies dealing with  al-
moat all capital, and with almost all cap-
italists (and small proprietors) and =wm-
ilarly dealing with the biggest part of
the means of prodectlion and of the
gourees of raw materlals of a country
or of several sonnrrics. The transforma-
tion of numerous little Intermediney
concerng into a handful of monspolists
ponstiutes one of the essential elements
of the change from capitalism to capital-
ist imperialism.”

In the United States, these functions
are performed by several different types
of institutions, which may be summarized
as follows:

(See table mexi page)

In recent vears, the trend has been
townrd “department store banking™, &0
that one institutlon may be foumd per
forming & number of these different fune-

(Continued on page 2)

Dasgest prejudices agninag the Japanese,
and the “yellow peedl” ow  the West
conat, Just o= the Jupanese warmongers
have sedulously cultivated among their
pecple fhe patural antagonlsms that arose
to the discriminatory acts of the United
Stabes againsgt Juponese 1mmlgrant$ to
Callforamda. The feletlon  exizsting  be-
twenn the two powers, in spite of tem.
prorary and surface agrecmenta or mod-
erationa achieved from time to time, hos
not been eliminated to the present day,
nrd with the present invason of MMan-
churia, shows every likellhood of being
rednd Eredd illqzkmlﬂinuly LEibe.

The most superfleinl reading of the
news imdieate that the country most af-
fectd by the Manchurian events, next
toa hina aml Japan, I8 the T'nited States.
Chinng Kai-Shek hos operated for a few
yvoprs now under a bepevolent protector-
ate of Amerienn Imperialism, It s to
Waell Street and Washington that the
Chinese batcher looks for loans, for sup-
port of all kinda, and it iz far from look-

ine in vain. In the North of Chins,
whers Joapan onee had the free hand
cranted it by dis puppet Chang

Hsuoh-Liang, has from all appearances
reconciled himsclf with the ceniral gov-
crnment amd his put one obygtaele after
another in the path of Japan's Chines
progress. That fg what has determined
Japan to take the brutal mensures 6 did
take, averring with a cyniclsm thar trans-
conds all the hypoerltleal pesce talk of
the whole collection of imperianlist dip-
loamabs, thak iF swill *wiihdraw® only when
it has estublished a “friendly regime" in
AManchuria.

Tha Ameriean Gaine

Will the United States
tively? Thua far, It has confined ltself
fo the usual prelimdnaries @ diplomatle
nates, diplomatic cobhversationa. It has
even deéparbod from ils regular policy by
asking the League of Naflons [0 ke
measures for settling the contiict, This
imdieates only a-skilful plan of moakiog
a pretenge of poatience, of willingness to
use every “paclicd measere available
before takiug bolder and more concrete
stepa, The United States will not let
Chiang Kal-Shek down, unless It doea it
al the expense of a valuable concesslon
from Japan in some other sphere of Am-
erfean imperinllsm's Interesta.  Chiang by
himself conpot gmderfake a war agninst
Japan. For that, he would have to st
integ motlon such a1 mass of the Chinesa
proletarlat and peasantry as would con-
stitute a force for his own destroetion.
Chiang's fulminations, his threats to ans-
wip Lhe dnvasion by o declaration of
war, his parading of the numerleally
gaperior army (compared to Japan) ara
s many Chinese paper dragous, 'The
Chinng Kal-8hek army, however superior
nnmerically, ia no moteh at all for the
highly tralned, efficicntly equipped, eas-
ily mobilized army of Jupan. The Jup-
anese have g “united nation™ behimd them
in comparizon to the harassed interonl
front of Chiang Ked-Shek, torn by the
Canten rump “government” on the one
hand, and by the uninfermlitent peasent
wir on the ofher, Chliang's threats are
tosicle om the basls of the hope—Iif not
somithing more conceete and tangible
than hope!—ibhnt more than moral sup-
port will come from the United States.

Under any conditions, the events in
Manchirla demonstrute how tenuouws i8
the bnlance lmperialism  hos  atiainel,
Tha =lightest jar, and the world s onee
mare condrentpd with the nightmare of
Imperialist war, The slightest disturb-
ance [y the East, and the whole prees
ig apor with speentation about a confiet
with the Soviet Tnlon, Amd on  this
score there is not so much ground for
apecnlabion. There exists po doubt that
if ihe Manchurian confict should devel-
op, an “ocension” will be bound to in-
volve the Soviet Unlon, with the hope
thnt its Easters fronticr con be broken
info as n preliminary to a concerted holy
orusnie of hlood-stnined dmperinlism apen
the fortress of Bolshevism.

The tragedy of the war danger, of the
atrugele for exiztence between the lm-
perlalist wolves in which the workihg
maases remain the wvietims. at the snme
time revenls another teagle siftuntion: the
feableness of the Communist movement,
corroided for almost a decade now hy the
slow poizon of Stalinism.  Confronted
with an extremely ncute war sltuation,
whieh threagens to spredd like o prairie
fire, the afieinl Communist parties, which
spoend threo-quarters of tTheir agltational
time in the mechanlenl repetition of “War
danger!”, show no abllity te mobilize
the broad masses for reslstance to the
plans of the Imperinlist  war-mangers,
Asgide from sereeching hemdlines, 1itile
iz being dome. The betrayal of the soe-
inl democracy which helpsl fo lemd the
proletariat to slanghter in 1914, is bhelng
replaced by the Incompetence and bank-
ruptey of Stalinism, War puots all ques-
tlons sharply. It puts Stalinism to the
fest, as events have put It to the lest
in the past, The revolutionary Commun-
ist parties have as thelr duly the
propagation of the ldeas of the Left wing
of the soclalist International before the
war, the ideas which kay at the founda-
tion of the Communlst International,

intervena fe-




