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Railroads

fipﬂre for Wage Cuts

{Contloued from Page 1)
the rallvoads took over 5%, 16 p. e
moved in rivers, canals and the Great
Lakes, 5% by pipe-lines, 2 1-2 p. o by
interurban motor trocks.

Trucks of course cannot compete with
rallroads in moving trolnlosds or coal
or bargeloads of iron ore, They can and
do complete effectively in the 1L o 1
traffic, which inm 1020 contributed only
2 1-2% of the fonnage but took up 25 p. <
of the total car toadings and supplled
over 10%% of the revenue. The effect of
diversion of this valuable 1. ¢ 1. traffic
from fthe railwars ig therefore out of
all propoetion to the volume of such traf-
fle thal the trocks capture.” Deszides, a
large part of the total investment of the
rallroads in  freight  houwses, ferminal
facilities, ete, is based on the handling
of 1, e 1 trafe, and the coats of oper-
nting thege facilities increase dispropor-
tionately ag the velative amount of traf-
fic handled diminizhes,

The barge lincs, on the other band,
pttick the biz bulk prodects such as
coal, stone and sand, graln, ete.. which
arcomnted respectively for 33 poe, S poo
and 5 p o of the tofal tonnage handled
Fipe-lines, which bave been in use fof
aver fifty years, further compete with the
rallroads in transporting oll apd ofl pro-
ducta, which mmde up nearly 5% of the
total tonmage.  Railroads  cannof  com-
pete with pipe-lines in carrying crude
odl, but wntil recently had the carrying
of gr=oline and other réfined oll products
to themselves, exeept for some  watel
pompatition, Now gagoline pipe-lines are
faking awny this business rapldly.

Thiz newly intensified competition
pafnes aftr a  long  alow  development
whiclhh has resulted In slowing up the
rate of increase of rallroad frelght tral-
fic ag g whola, In thifty years the am:
gunt of rallrond mileage in this coun
try has shown no incrense, Up to the
watr, however, the amount of freight
teafMie  DLandled doobled every twelva
yoara. From 1012 to 1820 traffie in-
creased at & rafe that would have dou-
bled it in 14 yearz; the high mark of
4106 billlon ton-milles set §n 1920 was
not reached again 0D 1923, when it
todched 413 billions; the next peak was
1026, at 444 billlons, and the latest and
highest was 190 with 447 billions,

Comparing index numbers of industrial
production with similar imlexes of rail-
road freight trofle, with 1023 as 107,
the ratlo between the two declined until
fn 1020 the index of frelght  movement
was only 027 of thal of Induoatrial out-
put. This was dune in part 40 the spread-
ing of population, in part to the migra-
tlon  of lodostrial  plants, eldminating
crozs-maoviéments of gosds (¢ g, cobfon
from the South toe New England mills
and eotton gecds back to the Bouth), bat
alzo in lorge part o the effects of com-
petitlon from other forms of transperia-
o,

Frelght Eale Decline
meantime the average freight rate re-
eofved by the rallroads per ton-mile had
been golng down steadily for Lem years,

from 1.275 cents in 1031 te 1063 cents
fn 100 Itates have beenn eut partly by
arders of the [ O C., partly by rallroads
refusing to charge as high rates as they
were legally permitted to charge in order
to get & partieular shipper's  business.
The steady declinge further reflacts the
stgady pressure of competltive means of
transportation,

In the face of ail this, it iz the rank-
est hypocrisy for the railromds te stale
thelr case as, “(Giive ns a rate [ncrease
or we will have te cul wages, a8 we are
not earning the 5 1-2% on our invesiment
promised to us by law™,

Actunlly, a 155 rate income for the
rallreads is 3 166 subsidy ot all their
ecomprtitors—trucks, bussez and  Barge
Mnes, which ean elther caise their rates
fo meet thogse of the railromds, or use the
155 difference to zoliclt traflic sompeti-
tively with even greater suceoss by keoep.
ing their old rates, Fven here the rail:
roids’ 18 & group have no outside come
petitor, competition among railroad them-
gelves would prevent them from taklng
full advantnge of any permitted rate in-
erease, in the same way a8 §f has kept
the rallroads up (o now cutting rates
among themselves,

Already one small road, the Loulslana
and Arkansna Roilway, has atbempted to
ent shopmen’s woges, and was  slapped
opver the wrist in July of fthis year by
an  Yemergeney  board”  appointed Dby
Hoover, for refusing to sulmit to arbi-
fration az duly provided for by law. IE
s even whispersd that the presidemt of
the road, Harver . Couch, an clectric
power magnate and banker as well as
railrond reorzanixer, was sumioned Lo
the White House for a talking-te by
Ioover

The railroads in recent years have been
making the speed-up {fake the place of
ontright wape-cuts, In 1024, when the
railroads hauled 45.634,000 carloads of
froight, ther employed an average of
177591 men: in 1920, hauling 52828.-
o carloads, or 9% more, they employed
1,690,760 men, or 5% fewer; last wear
thn,'." employed 1510658, and this year
about 200,000 less, Wage rates, how-
ever, were kept relntively stable, aver-
Aging $1,743 per man in 1929 and $1,710
in 19840,

Class eollaboration—the Baltimore and
Ohle company union the capitalist ven-
tures of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers under the Stone reglme, the

THE MILITANT
Published weekly by the Communist
League of America [Opposition]
at 84 East 10th §t, N. ¥.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Martin Abern James P. Cannon
Max Shachtman  Maurice Spector
Arne Swabeck

Bubacriptlon rate: $2.00 per year; for-

¢lgh §2.60. Five cents per copr.
Bundle rates, § cents per SODYF

exeention of the lnbor policles of Hoover
by the ex-brotherhood officlal Doak, the
united front of “labor” and ecapital for
higher raillroad rates and against com-
petition from other forms of transporia-
tHon==will be put to (he fest whelber
or not .the L . . grants the raflroads
their rate increase. With a 109% wage
cut just annousced by- U, 8. Bteel and
Bethlehem, the way Is prepared for an
intensive delve apgalnst liviog standards
throughout Ameriean  basle  industry.
The pressore will be hardest where low
profitz, huge fxed capital, develope]l capi-
talist stagnatlon and keen compeetitlon
are combined. The militant record of
the railroad workers in spite of thelr
Ieadership in past years guarantéca effice
ive resistamnce to the next onslaught of
Ameriean capitalism against the working
and lving conditions of the proletariat.

—B. J. FIELIM.

Party Breaks Meet
in Malden

ROSTON—

At its last meeting, the Malden braoch
of the League of Siruggle for MNegro
tights, upon the sugeestion of comrade
Ibin, one of iits members amd g known
member of ihe Boston Left Opposiiton,
voted to have comrade B, Qordon lectuare
before them on the Wegro and Unem-
ployment. As soon as this leaked out to
the party diastrict office, ordérs were im-
mediately issued to mobillze the party
fraction of the L. B XN. & to prevent
Gordon from speaking at all eosts, The
froction thereucon instigated the branch
secretary to notify the rank and file of
the organlzation that the lecture had been
ealled off, withont any previous decislon
by the branch or any other such bother-
some “bourgeois” procedure.

The meeting was attended by about
half a dozen parly members of fhe froc-
tion and only two non-party Negroe com-
rades, while the organization is supposed
to have n membarship of more than
forty, mainly Negro workers. Immedi-
alely, the party fraction put {frough one
of its members, Pizer, who had not at-
tended a single mesting sines the forma-
tiem of the branch, but who had been
gent down for the special parpose de-
seribed above, to preside at the meeting,
He quickly rattled through the business
end, and then, concerning the decision
paszaed previously, he declured brazenly
{after the nth turn towards workers'
democracy in the mass  organl=ations)
ihat the branch in Malden had no right
to choose who should apeak for it, the
L. 8 N. R. ig nn organlzatlon closely
affiliated bo the Commonizt party, there
i o Unlted Front Scatisboro Commiltbes
in Bosten, all speakers must be approved
by that sommittes before they can speak
hefore the hranch (1)  Ambdst protest
thiz tool of the bureaneracy procecded,
as chalrman, to make an bmepdment o
the motion passed invalidating it. Amid
further protests, the party fraction rosh-
el the amendment through in such a
whirlwind fashion that a number of sym-
pathizers whe had gathered to hear the
Ieeture just stbod there dazed,

Comregde Thubin, afier some diffienlty,
obtabned the Aoor, denounced the man-
envera of the nether boregoerat, and
demanded that Gorden e allowed o
make a statement before leaving. The
chatrman shonted him  down, arousing
the indignation of a npon-party Negro
eomrnde present, by the name of Hindon,
who got up, expressed the purpose of
the organization as & united front or-
panization fo be @ struggle against the
capitalists and not a fight aganist others
who want to parficipate in this united
front, and alzs demanded that Gordon
he given the plght to make a statement.
Thiz romeade ton was shouted down by
the chalrman, and couneilled in a threat-
euine manner “not to allow his sentl-
mets to get the better™ of him (!). The
pretiy trick of fhe bureapcrats had been
earched through, disruption and ¢onfusion
had bBecn thrown into ansther “non™-
party “mass” organization, with the sole
end In view of preventing the Opposi-
tion from making its volee heard before
the Workers.

gome of the party fraction tried to
provoke the comrades, We interfered,
calling out lond that we leave all fight-
ing to be torned agsinst the bosses,
among the workers we demand only dis-
cussion, and we'll get it yet! It is quite
clear that the only achievement of the
whole tactic pursued by the party, Is far-
thir digereditment, further igolation from
the masses, further confuslon of the
ranks of the revolutionary workers, The
insident s very typical. Our ansber,
the answer of the Opposition, to such
wretehedness, must be: a tenfold im-
crease in our activities, o powerful con-
centration of our efforts to penctrafe
the ranks of the party. fo put a stop to
thiz sulrldeal polley which is leading the
party and the revolutionary movement to
destruction. Many and heavy taske are
facing ug, the objective sltnation presents
enormons possibllities for real and rapid
advanee to the revelutionary goal, We
muat not allew this petty violence, this
dlszipation of the forces of the revolu-
tionary vangnard to go on, The life of
the movement depends on this. We must
pather our forces quickly and act =00m
and effectively. G.

L

NEXT ISSUE

The nexl 1esue of the Militant will con-

inin, besldes the regular materinl, a fall
report of the second National Confer-
prncd of the Communist Lesgne of Amer
lea (Oppositlon), which i now taking
place In New York. In additlon, the
conclusion of comrade Trotsky's article
on Germany wili appear.

their liberation.

Against National Communisml

(Continued from last lssue)

“The People's Revolutlon™ Instead
the Proletarian Kevelution

Buch an_at first sight “sudden” zig-zag
of July 21 did pot at all fall like a
thunderbolt from the clear sky, but wae
prepared by the whole course of the
past perlod, That the Germean Commin-
ist I'arty is govermed by a sinecere anod
burning striving to conguer the Basclsts,
to break the masses away Trom thelr
influence, to overtbrow Fascism and o
crush ft—of this, it is onderstood, there
can ba no doubi. Bot the misfortune
lies in the fact that the Stallplst bur-
eauerney gtelves ever more (o act ngainst
Fasciam wilh §is own wenapon: it bor-
rows the colors of itz politieal spriog-
board and trles to ouwt-yell it at the aue-
tion of pairiotism, Thege are not the
methods of principled class politics but
the methods of pefty bourgeois competl-
tion.

It {5 difficult for one to imagioe a more
shameful eapitulation in princlple than
ihe fact that the Btalinist bureavcricy
has substituted for the slogan of the
proletarian revelutlon the slogan of the
peoples revolution. No shrewd concece-
tions, mo play on quotations, no histoer-
jval falzificatlons, will alter the fact that
thig {8 o betrayal o prinelple of Marxz-
ism, with the object of the bast possl-
ble imitation of Fasolst charlantism, I
am compelled here to repeat what I
wrote on this questlon several montba
ppo: “It 13 understood that every great
revolution is a people's or a natlonal rev-
olution, in the sense that it uoltes around
the revolulionary class all the wvirlle and
ercative forces of the oatlon eod recon-
structs the nation aronod a mew oofa.
Dut this ia not & slogan, it 18 a soeclol-
ogical deseriptlon of the revelutlon,
whioh requires, moreover, preclse and
concrete definition, Buet as & slogan, it
iz Imane and charlatanio, market com-
petitlon with the Fascists, pald for at the
price of Injecting confusiom fioto  the
minds of the workers . . . The Fasclst
Strasser says. Ninety-five perdent of the
people are interested fo the revelotioo,
cnpsquutly this §s pot a class revolution
but & people’s revolution, Thaelmann
pings in chorus. In reality, tho woraekr
Communists should say to the Fasclat
worker : Of course, ninety-five percont of
the population, If not ninety-elght per-
cent, 18 exploited by Qpance capltal. Bui
thle exploitation ls organized hiererch-
fenlly: there are exploiters, there are
subexploiters, subsubexplolters, ofe,
Only thanks to this hiecrarchy do  the
super-exploiters keep in  subjection the
majority of the nation. In order that
the nadlon should Indecd be abld to re-
conatruct Itsell around a new clase core,
it must be reconstructed ideologically and
thie com b achievsl only If the pro-
ltenralt does not dissolve t=clf into dbhe
‘perople’, into the ‘nation’, but on the con-
tray develops a program of Ite proletar-
lan revolution and compels the petty
bourgesipie to chopse betwesn two e
glmes, The alogan of the people's rev-
plutlon Tulls the peity bourgeolsie as well
ma the broad massea of the workers, re-
esonciles them fo the bourgeols-hierarch-
Leal structure of the *people’ and roetards
But under present cof-
ditons In Germany, the slogan of a “poo-
ple's revolotion' wipes awny the ideolo-
gleal demarcation between Marxism and
Fagelsm, reconciles part of the workers
and the petty bourgeolsie to the idoelogy
of Fasclsm, allowing them to think that
they are not compelled to make a choles,
beganse In both camps it Iz all a mat-
ter of a people’s revolotion'

“pPeople’s Revolution” as a Method of
Mattonal Liberation

Idea bave their own logic. The peo
ple's revolotlon 1l put forth as o eub-
ordinate method of “natlonal Uberation™,
Buch & wiy of pulting {he gquestion apen-
ed an approach to the party for puraly
chaovinistic  tendencies, It Ia  ooder
stond that ther is nothing bad about the
fact that despairing patricts appréach the
party of the proletarlat, from the camp
of petty bourgeois chauvinlses: varlous
clements ocme to Communism along 4if-
ferent roads and paths.  Blocere and
honest elements—along with arch-careor-
fats amd Irresponsible fallures—are un-
doubtedly to be fourd in the ranks of
ihose officers of the White Guardists and
Black Fundreds who have, in  recent
months, apparently turned their face fo
Communism. “The party, of course, could
utillize even =spoh  individual meltamor-
phoses as a1 auxillary method for the
disruption of the Faacist camp. The

of
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erimre of the Stalinist bureaucracy—yes,
an outright erime——consists, however, of
the fact that it solidarizes tself with
these elements, identifies their voice with
the voiee of the party, refuszes to lay
bare thele notlonali=tic aml milicaristic
tendencies, transforming the thoroughly
petty bourgeols reactlonary-utepino and
chauvinist pamphlet of Scheéringer lnto
a new testament of the revoelutlonary
proletariat, It i precisely  from  this
base competition with Fascism that the
apaprently  swdden decision of July 21
arose: You bave a4 people’s revolotion
and we have one Loo; you bave nathonal
liberation as the highest critérion, and
we have the same; you haove a war
gpainst Western capitallsm and we pro-
mise the same; you have a plebiscite,
we oo have g plebiscite, ¢ven a better

ofe, “red” theough and throagh,

The fact is that the former revolu-
tionary worker, Thaelmann, today strives
withh &]l hizs strength not to I outdone
by Count Stenbook-Fermor., The report
af the meeting of party workers at which
Thaelmann proclalmed the turn towards
the plebiscite, s printed in Kote Fahne
under teh pretentious title, “Under the
Banner of Marxzism™., However, at the
most promioent place in his concluslon,
Thaelmann put the ides that “Germany
ia today a ball in the hands of the En-
tente’, It is eonsequently &  matter,
primarily, of national Hberation, But
in a certain sense, France and Italy also,
and even England, are “balls” in the
hands of the Unlted States. The de-
pendence of Burope upon Amerien, which
has opee more been revealed so clearly
in ecounnection with Ioover's proposal
(tomorrow this dependence will be re
vealed still more sharply aod brutally),
bas & far deeper significance for the de-
velopment of the Euwropean revolution
than the dependence of Germany Upon
tive Bntente, ‘This ise why—hy the way—
the slogan of the Soviet United States of
Furope, and not the single bare slogan,
“Down  with tho Versailles Pease”, s
the proletarian answer to the convulsions
af the European continent.

But all these guestions nevertheless
pecupy second place. Our policy la de-
termined mnot by the fact that Germany
iz o “ball” jn the hands of the Holente,
but primarily by the fact that the Ger-
man proletariat, which is aplit-up, ren-
dered powerless and degraded. iz a ball
In the hands of the German bourgeodshe,
“The main enemy—Iis at home!” Harl
Lisbknecht taught at one time, Or per-
haps you have forgotten this, frienda?
Or perhaps this teaching iz no longer
any pood? For Thoelmann, I 18 very
obvlously antiquated, Liebknecht is sub-
stituted by Scheringer. This is why the
title *“Under the Banner of MMarxlam"”
rings with such bitter ironyl

The School of Buresucritle Centrlsm
Az the Sehool of Capltulations

Beveral years ago, the Left Oppositipn
warned that the “{ruly Ressipn™ theory
of aeclelizm in one oountry would in-
evitubly lead to the development of soe-
inl patriotic tm:l;lunrlau in all the sec
tions of the Comintern. At that tlme,
it seemed to be a fantasy, & bage loven-
tlon, a “slander”. But ideas have not
anly thelr own logie, but also their ex-
Mosive fores. The German  Communist
Party, In o brief period, has been drawn
imto the sphere of social patrlotism be-
fore our very eyes, that s, ioto fhose
moodle and =legans, on the mortal hoes
tility towarda which the Comintern was
founded. Is K not startling? No, it s
only a natural oenaeguencsl

The mathed of fdesloglenl Imitation
of the oppofient and of the clasas enemy
—a methsd which ia thoroughly contra-
dictory 1o the theory and the psychology
of Bolsheviem—flows guite organically
from the eagenee of Centriam, from ta
unprincipledness, inconslstency, Ideolo-
gical Bollownesd, Thus, for several years
the Htallnist bareaucracy carried out the
Thermidorean polley In order to foake
the ground from under the feet of the
Thermidoreans, Having been frightened
by the Left Opposition, the Stalinfst bur-
eaucracy atarted to imifate the Laft
nlatform bit by bit. In order to win the
Muglish workera from the dominatien of

strade unionism, the Stalinists conducted

a trade unionist instead of n Mariian
policy. In order to help the Chincse
workers and peasantsa Lo Mmerge upon &n

War Clouds in Manchuria

(Continned from Page 1)

the way, also offers very telling proof
for the contention that only undar the
lendership of the proletarlat can the Chi-

‘nege pevolotion, and all the probelms it

involves, be soecessiully concluded.

Japaneze imperializm, oo the other
hand, has been hit, together with the rest
of the capitalist world, by the deepest
economic erisls ginee the war. Under

the strain of The erials it Is only natural
that ita concern over markets should be
maile nll the more anxions. The occupa-
tion of Southern Manchuria by Japanesce
troops, supposedly “without the consent”
nf the Tokio authorities, ia therefore less
surprizsing than the bourgeols preas
would have us believe.

Hven more alpnifieant than the act
alono, is the general ganction it iz given
by capitalist spokesmen the world over.
When, In thelr confusion and panic, the
leadera of the servile Chinese bourge-
oisle, appeal—as if hanglog on to a last
straw—to the justice of the Kellogg Pact.
Atimson and the state department of the
Amerlcan lmperiallst government, mince

ng words in declaring that the gready
solzure of the Japanese militarizts is in
no way under the jorlsdiction of this
pact. The whole hypocrisy and decep
tion of the brand of pacifism fourished
in the face of itz vassals by American

imperializm, 18 revealed in glaring light.

The events In Manchuria and their re
percusslons, fore-shadow a  new  and
sharpened attack of international imper-
fallam, & new attempt to cast the bur
den of the crisia on the ashoulders of
the enslaved and oppressed. The work-
ing class of the world must be awakened
to the new war danger. The solldarity of
all the #olling masses, the solidarity of
the workers of the capitalist countries
with the oppressed colonial peoples must
be renewed and strengthened a thousand
fold. This can best be dome by the ab-
sorption of the lessons of the Chinese
revolution of TO25-1927, hy a thorough
nonderstanding of the theory of the Per-
manapt Hevolutien, which haz =zo long
been abused, and of the conercte tasks
it implies.

mdependent road, the Stalinlsia drove
them into the bourgeosis Kuoe Min Taag.
Thia enumeration can be continued end
lexsly, Im blz as well ag in small ques-
Lions, we sece one and the aama aplireit
of mimiery, constant imitatlon of the
cnemy, a striving to utillze agalnst the
enemy not their own weapons-—which
alas! they do not poBsegs—but the woa-
pops stolen from the arsenal of the en-
amy.

The present party reglme acts o the
same  dircctlon, We have written and
apoken more than once that the absolu-
tlam of the apparatns, demormlizing tha
leading stratum of the Cominterm, huom-
iating and depriving of Iodivlduallty
the sdvanced workers, crushing amnd dis-
torting revolutionary ' character, [nevit-
ably weakena the prolotarian vanguard
in the face of the enemy. Whoever bows
his bead submissively before every com-
mand from alsove, s a gosd-foronthing
revolutionary Aghter!

The Centrist functionaries were Ein-
oviev, Bucharinists under Bucharln,
Stnlinists and Molotovists whoen Stalin's
nmd Maolotow's thme came. They even
bowed thelr beads before Mannilsky,
Kuuzinen and Lozovaky., AL every one
of the stages passed, they repeated the
worle, the intepations and the gestures
of the alternating “leader” according o
commnnd, they refected today what they
gwore by yesterday, and having two fa-
geps In the meuoth, whistled at the re
tiring chlef, whom they had borne om
their hands only yesterday, Under thia
disnstirons regime, revolutionary conrage
i3 pmascolated, theoretical consclouspess
s emptied, the backbone I8 acftened.
Only boreaucrats who have gone through
ihe Finovievist-Stalinist school conld ao
easily substitube the people’s revolution
for {he proletarian, and having proclalm-
ed the Bolshevik-Leninists ag renogades,
raiza wpon their shoolders chauvinisis
af the Hcheringer type.

“Revolutionary War” and Paciflsm

The Heheringers and the EBtenboak-
Fermors leok favorably upon the chose
of the Communist party as the direct
continuation of the Hoheozollern war.
o them, e vietima of the hideous im-
perialist slaughter remain herocs  who
have fallen for the freedom of
the German people. They are ready
iy eall a new war for Alasee-Lor-
ralne and for Hastern Prassia a “rev-
olutlonary™ war. They agrea to accept

a0 far, In words—"the people’s rev-
olution®™, i 1t can serve as a means of
mobilizing the workers for thelr “rar-
olotionary™ war, Thelr whole program
lles In the lden of revanche [revenge]:
it tomorrew 16 will eeem to them that
the snme alm can be schieved by anotlpr
road, they will shoot the revolutionary
proletarint in the back. This should
not be passed over in silencs, bot re-
vealed, ‘The vigilanee of the workers
ghould not be lulled, bhit arouszed. How
doia the party procesd?

In the Communist Fanfare of August

1, in the very heat of the agitation fors

the referendom, along with the pleturs
of Scherlnger, {8 printed one of his mew
apostolic messages. Hera ia what s
gald there literally: *““The cause of the
deaid of the World War, who have glven
thelr life for & free Germany, Is betrayad
by everyone who comes out today apainst
the peaple's revolution against the rev-
olutionary war of liberation,” Yoo do not
helicye your own eves, reading these re
velations on the pages of the press ecall-
ing itself Communi=t. Awd all this is
coversd up wilh the names of Licbknecht
and Lenin! What a lomg  whip Lenin
would have tnken into his hands for {Re
polemical eastigation of such Commun-
fam. And he would not atop At polem-
feal articles. He would strive for the
convocation of & apecial  internationnl
congresg In order mercilessly to purge
the ranks of the proletarian vangoard
from the gangrens of chauvinism.

"Wa are not pacifista”, the Thaclmans,
Remmeles and othes retort proudly. “We
are for revolutionary war in principle.”
Aa proof, they are prepared to produce
some quotations from Marx and Lendn,
gelecied for them jn Moseow by some
ignortant “Red Professor”. One might
really think that Marx and Lenin were
the spokesmen of notional wars and not
of proletarion revolutions ! As it the
conception of revolutlonary war of Marx
and Lenin has anyihing in common with
the natlonalist idgology of the Fascist
officers and the Centrist corporals. By
the cheap phrase of revolutionary war,
the Stalinist nreaucracy atirncts dozens
of adventurizts, ot repuolses fhundreds
of thousnnds, and millions of socinl dem-
orratle, chrigtinn and non-party workers.

—This means that you recommend (o
ng to imitate the pacifism of the secial
democracy? some particularly profound
ibcoreticlan of the new coorse will ob-
jeot, Mo, we are least of all inelined to
imitation, even the moods of the work-
ing class; but we must take them into
consideration. Only by correctly estima.
tlon the moods of the broad mazses of
the proletariat can they be brought to
ihe revolution. But the bursaneracy, im-
itating the phraseology of petty bourgeoia
nationalism. ignores the actnal moods of
the workers who de not want war, who
cannat want it, and who are repelled by
the military fan-farropades of the new
firm: Thaelmann, Scheringer, Count
Stenbock-Fermor, Helnz Neomann and
Lo,
The possibility of revolutionary war
in the event of the seizure of power by
the proletariat, Marxzism, of conrse, can-
not fall to take inte consideration. But
thiz is far removed from converting am
historieal probability, which may be
forced upon ud by the course of eventa
after the seizure of power, into a fighting
political slogan prior to the selzure If
power, A revelutiomary war, as some-
thing forced upon us, under certain con-
ditions, as & coneequence of the prole-

Lessons of the ‘Red’
Referendum

tarian vigtory—Iia ocne thing. A e
ples"” revolution, as a means for rov-
u]u[[ﬂnnrr war, 18 something altogether
diferent. even the direet opposite.

In spite of the recopniton In princt-
ple of revolatlonary war, the government
of Hoviet Hussla signed, as §a known,
the most onerous Hrest-Litovek poace.
Why? DBeomise the peasabis and  the
workers, with the exception of & small
wdvanced section, did not want any war.
Later, the same peasanta and workers
heroleally defended the Sovlet revolution
from Imnmmerable enemies. But whea
we atiempbed to transform the hargh
defensive war foreed upon us hy BPilsud-
sky into an offensive, we sulfered A de-
feat, and thls mistake, which grew out
of an incoreect estimation of the forces,
strnck very heavily at the development
of the revolution,

The Tted Army haa been In exlstence
for fourteen years. “We are not pacl
fista." Hut why does the Soviet govern-
ment declarg on every occsalon its peace-
ful policy? Why does It propose dls-
armument and conclude non-aggression
pacta? Why doeen't It sct into motion
the Ited Army as a weapon of the world
proletarian revolutlon? Evidently, it 1s
not cnough bo be for revoelutioanry war
in principle, One must, in addition to
thil, have a head upen  hie  shoolders
One must take into consideration the cir
cuomstances, the relatlon of forees, and
the moods of the masses,

If it is imperative for the workerh'
government, having in itz  hands  the
powerful atate apparatus of compulsion,
then all the more attentively must a
revedutlonary pacty, which can aet ooly
by convincing and not by compelling, take
inte consideration the moods of the work-
¢rg fitml of the teilera in gencral, ‘Tho
revolution to us—is not a subordimate
menng for war agalnst the West, buat
on the contrary, @ meang for avolding
wars, in order to end them once and for
all. We fight the social democracy not
by rldlieuling lts striving for peace, which
in Inherent in every toller, Lut by re-
vidfling the falsshood of {ts pacliism,
becanee capltallst soclety, which is saved
every day by the soclal democracy, is in-
concelvable withogt wars, The “nallon-
al Nberatlon™ of Germany lies, to oar
mind, not In a war with the West, but
In @& proletarian revolution embraciog
Cawtral as wall na Western Europe, which
wiontld unite it with Haatern Enrope in
the form «of the Soviet Unlted States
Only sweh o way of patting the gues
tion can weld the working class and
mike it the center of atraction for the
despairing petty bourgeois  masscs.  1n
order for the proletariat to be able o
dictate Itz will- to modern socicly, 1la
party must not be ashamed of being a
proletarian party and of speaking lta own
language, not the language of natlonal
rovanche, but the language of foterna-
tional revolutlon.

How Marxisis Should Delbernta

Theé rod referendum did not fall from
the skies: It grew out of an advaneed
ideological degeneratlon of the party.
But becagse of thiz, it dees not cease
to be the most maliclous sdventure Im-
aginable. The referendum did not o«
all become the poiot of departore for a
revolutlonary  stroggle for power. It
remiined fully wtihin the frame-work of
an auxillary parllamentary manenver.
With ia ald, the party suceeeded in in-
flicting upon Itself a comblned defeat:
having strengthened the soclal democracy
and consequently the Rrocning govern-
ment, having covered up the defeat af
the Faseists, having repellsd the soclal
demoeratic workers and a consblerable
portion of = own-elcctorate, the party
hecame, on the day following the refer-
endum, conslderably weaker than it was
an the eve of it. One could not do o
betrer service to German and world enpl-
tallam.

Capitalist soclety, partiealarly In Ger-
many, bas been on the cve of collapse
several timees in the last decande apd &
half, - But each time 1t emerged from
the catmstrophe. Economie and social
pre-roquisites for the revolution are In-
sulliclent by themselves. The palitical
pre-requisites are rl‘:i]_llll?l’]. theat 1s, Buch
i relation of forees which, If it doca not
aszgure victory in advance—there are oo
such situations In history—at least makes
it possible and probale, Strategical cal-
culation, boldness, resolution, later trans-
form the probable ioto the rvewmlity, Iat
ng atrategy Gan turn the impossible into
the poasible,

Inmtead of general phrases about the
deepening of the crisis and the “chang-
ing asituation”, the Ceniral Committes
was duby bound to point osnt precisely
what the relation of Topees s Al the
present time In the German proletarlaf,
in the trade unions, in the factory eom-
mittess = what the contacts of the party
are with the agelealiural workers, ote,
These data are open to predlse investign-
tlon and are not o gecret.  If Thaelminn
had the courage to epumerite openly and
weigh all the elements of the polliical
gituation, he would be compelled to coma
to the conclusion: In spite of the mon-
atrous orisis of the capitalist aystem and
the considerable growth of Commonbsen
in the past period, the party ia atlll too
wenk to strive to foree a  revalationary
solution. On the contrary, 1t is  the
Fascista who strive towards this aim.
All the bourgeois partiez are ready to
pualat them in this, the socinl demoeratio
party included, For they all fear the
Commuonists more than they do he Fasd
frbe, With the ald of the Prusaian plebe
lecite, the MNational Soclalists want to
force the collapas ef the extremaly un-
stable state balance, se as to force the
vacillating atrata of the hoorgeoisle to
support them, the Fascists, in the cause
of & bloody judzment over tho workers.
For us to asslat the Fasciats wonld be
the greatest stupldity. This s why we
are against the Faselst pleblselto—this
is how Thaelmann should have conclided
hiz report, if he had o grain of Marxian
congelence left in him,

(To Be Concluded)




