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With ever sharper turns and jerks
Amerlean capltalism s endeavoring to
find Its way out of the present crisis
The convuleions already recorded by Ita
afforta give eloquent testimony to the ex-
ploslve chardcter of the present epoch

To what extent It can galn & resplba
from the pgeneral crizie pericd and #o
what extent it can take advanbage of
*he possibilities still open for further
wrpansion on the world market shonld
not be judged a priorl. Moreover, 1t can-
not be judged at all on the mers basls
of such possibilitles without regard to
the problem of class relations, Dut for
purposes of determioing the general die-
actlon and b0 work out & corréct strategy
it Ia necessary to examine the economie
and political processed, ]

While even tha “best" of the bourgesis
experts have not ag yet socteded In es-
tablishing any concrete evidence of a
change In the eyele, there s evidence a-
plenty of prepacations for the shifting of
Its burden. None of these so fur podot
to acceptonce of o condition of “stabili-
zatlon” on p lower plane for American
capitallam. This la not yet the general
direction of the sconomic and polifical
proceises,

To be surae, the gencral declining char-
acter of capltallam cannot be overcome,
And any regplte even for American eapi-
talism will necessarily implies the low-
ering of the present level of the American
workers ag well as the redoction of the
ratlon of ofher capitalist powera in world
soonomy. ‘This process is already in op-
gration In both directions,

The American bourgeoisie ls definitely
aiming at  replacing the bourgeoise of
Eurspe and partienlarly that of Eugland,
primarily, In order to take possession of
their markets. HBut what this lmplies
somrade Trotsky has so apily pointed
ouk: “It is precisely the interoational
strength of the United States and lis
unbridled expansion resulting from 1K,
that compels It to include powder maga-
siones throoghont the world among the
foundation of its stroctuore=—the antagon-
Isms between the Hast and the West,
the class strugegles in Old Burope, apris-
ings of the oolnlal masses, wars and
revolution.”

Wa have witnassed, as ominooe signs
for the Furopean bourgeolsie, a serles of
convilalve economic and politienl erises
cuplad with direct intervestion of Am-
erican capitallsm within the most recent
perlod. Notably so In England amd Ger-
many, with France not escaping pressure
from hoth the Amercian colossas which
in every Instapee emerged the victor,
further strengthening ita hegemony. Be-
hind the apparent internationnl action to
assist the financially hoard pressed pow-
ers, there develops the sharpened anta-
goniams across the various state borders
and keener competition for armaments.
There have been rapid, frenzied swings
from the rule of social democricy &8 &0
instrument of capitalism to that of open
reaction, as these powers, each struggling
more desperately for thelr diminkshing
ratlons In world economy, attempt (o
put ever heavier hurdens upon thelr own
proletariat and reduce its standard. Un-
gquestionably thers has been an immense
gharpening in existing clars relatlons,
The objective situation ls becoming in-
creasingly revolutionary, These results,
which express the contradictions of capi-
talism In general, are made 80 moch
more turbulent by Amorica’s ruthless
advance in Europa.

What are the prospects of developmént
within the Unlted States in this strag-
gla for a cespite? While the further
e¢bhbe and flows of the cconomic cyclea
may take place in strong leaps, acme of
the 4mportant aspects of the course for
the immediate period are already indieat-
ed. And most likely, within these leaps
the attitude and the actions of the work-
ing class will becoms a factor of far
greater declsiveness than during the past
decades, The sharper and deeper the
changes in the future ¢ycles as well as
in the general economie and political con-
ditions, the sharper the actions of the
masges will be, Its oatcome, however,
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Tepends declsively upon the extent and
abllity of Communlst leadership,

The process toward the reduction of
the working class level [s defisltely In
motlon. That 13 alse one of the slgns
of efforts toward an economie revival of
Amerlean capitallsm which, of course,
bolds possibilities of success In so far
as another upward conjuncture is con
corned. But depending ae 1f does lo a
large measurs upon the Jdegres of the
reduction of this level, the attacks opon
the workers cam be expacted to Teach
yab a much Hore acute stage. It is there-
fore logical to assuma & tenaclous growth
of reslatance in this upward conjuncture,
when the workeras fAnd more solid ground
under thelr feet, when the threatening
clouds of large scole dismissals from
[actorles and shops seems to disperse and
when the demand for Labor power be-
gina to increase. This is so much logical
to assume In view of the fact that the
working class bas experienced a rude
shaking from Its false sense of security,
induweed hy  the capitalist “prosperity'
alone and, not bhaving exhaosted lts
forces in serlous defeats, finds Itself
compelled to meet attacks formerly not
dreamed of, Unguestionably the proapects
of such broad economic struggles also
haolds proapects of new life to the labor
movement In pgeneral as well as possi
bilitles for a rise Iln the level of class
eonsclousness,

Growing redlstance of the workera at
the begionning of this erlsls or during Its
drgt rapld progress downward counld not
b expected. That was the perlod of
mass dismizsalas from the factorles with
the prosperity flluslons still stroopgly im-
bedded. How false was the party lead-
grship's analysls when, already prior to
the crisls, 1t proclalmed the “mass tadle-
allzation” of the workerd and In its
aeventh conventlon theals, o attempting
to analyze the orisis, stated: "Its efects
ara brogdening and deepening the coun-
ter-offenzlve of the exploited working
masges.” And further to make sure of
no misanderstanding, it proceeded to list
the evidences () of “the revolutlonary
upsnrge of the worklig niasses of tho
United States”. How equally falee wera
ita strategical comcluslons for the “con-
quests of the streets™.

Yat, In thia coming perlod of grow-
Ing resistance apd sharpensd economie
struggles, the workers, desplie the false
analyais and conclusions of the leader-
ahip, will move at an accelerated tempe
toward the Communist party. And while
the impact of the struggle may for a
time, as far as the misses are ConeeToed,
relegate the queatlons of sirategy to the
backward there will nevertheless be a
growth of the problems of correct lead-
erghip. Moreover, at each declalve turn,
of changes of objectlve conditions, the
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gquedtions of strategy will agaln be posed
i pull force-——more =0 ot each particular
mistuke and fallure recorded. And from
the Centrist bureaucracy now o control
of the party there are no signs whatever
otber than those belonglng to lts career
of false copcepts and stupid blunders.

Unfortunately, bowever, the fleld for
mags leadership ls not left open exclu-
slvely for the Communists, Thoere are
yot the social reformista of various types
and pppesrances to be taken into acesunt.
#MWhile in certaln advanced European
capitalist countries we witness many
slrong manifestations of Jisiotegration of
the social democracy, that process has
oot yeb remched such a polut here To
what extent the workers here will pass
o peciod of reformist 1llusions depends
largely upon the objectlve developments
and the abllity of the Communlsts. 1t
Is therefore bo accident that In recent
atrike struggles, ag In the mine felds
and I Pualerson, where the pacty leader-
ship falled In fts greatest opportunities,
the penalty became o strengthening of
sccial reformist influcnce. It was to be
expected that auch would first be reflects
ed in the trade unlon feld and in econ-
omle struggles of reslstance, But It s
nlse a portent of serious consequencos
for the future. Particalarly in the first
stages of masses moving Leftward, the
reformists also move Leftward, boping
to lead them. They bring forward thelr
moest effective "Left™ coverlngs, but when
the masses make more deflnjte demands,
when the tendencles to go beyond the
bonnda of reform appear and - assume
revolutionary Implications, they chaoge
thelr tune, It ls preclsely fo thig situs-
tlon, In these very first beginuings of
such manlfestations, that the party lead-
ership has shown Itself witerly Incapable
of utilizing the unlted front policy which
would sirengthen the Communist infu-
emce 48 against thet of the reformlsts,

It can therefore not be too ofien Ase
perted that with each step of development
of presént objective conditions, the posl-
ton of the party and Its policy becomes
of ever greater Importance, Commen-
sarate with thiz grows the Importanoe
aof the role and function of the Left
Commuplst Opposition. Has the party
et itself in 1ts “Third Perlod'™ assanltg
upon & “revolutionary upsurge”, exist-
ing only In the sphere of false evalua-
tious of Its lexdership? This, of course,
iz what all the capitalist agents within
labor’s ranks as well as the soclal re-
formists and with them, althoogh in &
different manner, the Hight wing leaders
of the Lovestone camp would Jike to
have us belleve. For us, however, 1t 1s
pertinent to recognize the wenkness of
the party's position despite the growing
favorable objective sitnatlon. A false

gtrategy running counter to the actuml

develepments of the working class moves
ieEnt millets a heavy punishmen:. Awmd
all the protesiations of ¢he Centrist
leadership of great disproportion between
the party's numerical weakuese and Its
large idedloghal  Infuence to the con-
trary notwithstanding, the workers have
in many respects, since the early part
of the crisis, cast an adverse vote im
regards o the party. They have voted
by their aleence from it mass organl
zations, by their decreasing response (o
calls for demonstrations; their vote boe-
came decisively adverse o the mine felds
and in Paterson after the party leader-
ship's failur to become the proponents of
& united froot struggle.

Foreed by the pressure of objective
developments and by pressure of our cors
rect criticism and Interventlon, the Cen-
irist party leadership has found [tself
compelled to relinguish its “Third Per-
fod™ amalysis and conclusions. Has [t
come 10 a posltion more lo- accord with
the actual needs of the masy movement?

Huaa it come to & correct understanding |

of the Lepin pollcy of united froot,
which In this developlog peried will be-
come &0 particularly casential? There

is me sach avidense. DBut there s
evidence of the contlopation of the
=He-zags of the past mnow turn-

log toward the Right. The serious
effects of lta adventurist position eompel
it to turn in the opposite dicection. This
la also expressed fivst in the trade union
liekl, Above all, the Centrist leadership
glifles the pariy's ldeslogical and politl-
cal life; its continwed tip-Lilted position,
in the opposite of the objectlve corves,
Beepa It [rom  rcapidly advaocing the
working cluss ideological level in & rer-
olutionary dircction. Hecause of this,
It will be equally as unprepared when the
masges moeve Leftbward,

However, there will be new declslve
Jerks and turns alse in the working class
movement in the immediate fotare, per-
huaps of 0 convulsive charncter. This s
clearly indicated in present perspectives,
and at such decisive lostapces the ques-
tivns of sirabegy will be posed Inm &
forceful menner.

This impozes beavy obligations upon
the Loft Opposilion. Our strength muost
firet of all become the ope of correct
Marxzian evaluations and onclusions.
There will be plewty of decislve ksues
and situations and in all mstancea onr
direction must e the one of all efforts
toward the restoratlon of the parly lo its
rigvlutionnry path. It 18 our party, and
thiz iz onr task. A concentration on
the deeisive issues must first of all be
our object, coupled with the most direct
intervention, For that we still reguire
an fmmeasurable development and sbren-
gthening of pur forcesa.

—ARNE SWARHRCK.
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How the Life of the Y. C. L. Is Strangled

Somehow many a sincere Leagos mem-
ber beging to ponder over the curlone an-
omuly wa have in the Y. C. L., namely
a lot of “activity” but no results, nay
even gpolng backward, Time aod agaln
wi hmve “discussions” on what is wrong
with the ¥. (. I. and as yet we aré
Just as stagment as ever.

The “Inner Life™

The discussion article of comradoe G
Ray on “Bducation and Young Commun-
ists" drives home a polnt which s even
tabog to diaduss o the Y. O, I., namely
the exact conception of what really the
¥, O, L. should be. It is almost axiom-
atic that the ¥, O, L. should traln Com-
munists and pot be & Juplor Communist
Party as It ls. At present we have po
“Inner lfe" nor any lfe for that mmat-
per. Gone into oblivlon are the begln-
nerr” clagses, sindy eclreles. (Gone are
wnll papers, pictoriala, ete, as “sheer
nonsenses” although I §s not sald as
much. The laner life of a typleal unit
conslsts of Iin a dlscussion at regular
intervals on our tagks. One wondors
why nat read last yenr's or last month's
spooch, sioee they are g0 idemtleal. A
typical unit mesting lasw for several
houra with tedious reports and bicker-
ings on thls and that failure. There s
oo enthuslasm at the meeting. ‘The eom-
rides yawn and ¢lamor for adjournment
whenover an epportunlty cecurs. Is thete
any wonder then, that every unlt cam
toll a tale full of woes about bow it re
crulted such a number of real "Amer-
fean Young Workers” who vaeolshed af-
ter two or three mestloge If would
have been a miracle 1 they stayed there
listening to boring reports, and bureau-
eratlc ordera, The unlt mestkog respunds
with the echo of “you must do this
tonfght, that témorrow night, <tc. No
provision whatever for & class or a study
civele. The comrades finding themsolves
ovorwhelmed with work grumbla until
out they gpo voluntarily or involuntarily.

At the preseént time the Y. C. L. "‘fune-
tlons” on & “thres mogpths' plan” hesia
Wers the reaultz not ko tragie in under-
mining the infloence of the Y. €. L., It
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would bé indeed a very comical specta-
cle, The life history of & "three months'
plan™ Is somethiong like that. The s
trict E. . (always from above, you ses)
decides upon & plan for the Distelet say
13 members. The npomber itself is
small, but—hers ls the rub—the em-
phasls should be pot on Dumbers but
on method of getting and most lmpor-
tant keeping these new membera, But
no “not in thls couniry”., The D. E. .
glvea out the guotas “get so0 many from
here, so many from there” and, presto!
The Unit Executive concretizes it by
deciding upou the places to concentrate.
Everything 19 declded upon and the plan
with nothing but fgures 8 presented ta
the unit. The wnit will of course accept
thiz lifeless planning, for, lot it reject
tha plan and form A new one and tha
Diatelet will promptly reject it on the
ground that It la not “conerofo enough
The result of such & mechanlzal plan b
thaet after g few meetlngs where mere
reference was made to the plan, it 1s
forgotten and plans for & new plan are
bolng batched.

When such & disastrous policy I8 ap-
plied to the so-called “masa work™ it

plays havoe and certaloly Injures our
woOrk

Paradoxicdl a8 It may sound, as a re-
sult of Vplapoed activity™ we spread
our activibos in every posalble direc
tlom (the “third peried", Fou koow),
starting somethicg here, samething thers,
and sbodonlog it just as guickly for a
new fleld of concentrations. This char
acterlstie prevalls in every phase of our
work., Just to take a few examples at
eandom, I want o deseribe how a T
. L. unit Jdoes factory work, The unlt
“discovers” a “good factory”™ and lke
a bolt from & clear sky "shock brigades”
gtart "storming” the factory with Yoang
Waorkers, Labor Unily leaflets of every
degcriptlion, ete. Contacts are made and
our lesgue comrades are jobiliant, for
the rank aod fler expects results after
his hard work Tho contacts are called
to & meeting. The young workeérs come
enthused thinking that work will be done
but no polley 18 presentéd or if It le, it
ia as cléear s mod. Tha workera get
dizappointed and after a few meetings
they lexve wa for good, The unit then
guts meother factory with exactly the
samg process being repeated. Colonle-
ing comrades In factorics and then sel-
ecting one for work, seecms to be rele
gated for the easler and more bojstor-
sus way of “storming”. Thus, in many
& pection of MNew York the Y. . L. re-
cofded gaina and even organized shop
organization committees; now they are
all gone.

In our Megro work we see Ténung Lib
erators formed and disbanded. Scotisboro
block eommittecs, with the workers sa-
thualastle, but after s while we “eool
off" and leavs 1t for “better and more
urgent work".

Hullabaloes and Nolss

These cages can ba multiplled many-

fold. Conferences for Y. I. . are called,

Much hullabod and nolse accompany the

prepapilicons,.  Due lo! we manblled [roont
Uil loliosd™ Uiy vl Blsldowds ol coafer-
whiivtae,  Lgdgie ULE e EOW B Ly olsldiaeses
Pl Lo W, UL el Avally Owielders Bre [y
BECIASLYE eltuaial Tejrosenbid. ‘Llg Loke
LCh Will DUUHsAULY gave Ll [OF ueglegls
bisg 1. &, Ly, WOPK, oot uouerstanding tosc
oad Lwgsr DWW By DUL @xXpluiueng wWhat
wlul WUrK S0omig L gil ¥esr Doung.
Wik, L evelry podge of our word this
fcuvity, “fml ol soubd aod fury, sigo-
Ayl notbeie™, pevvdades, The members
el wdcouraged, phiegmaiic, carryving on
LEsr WOk 10 g werétd luouoer.  eally
& picture oot inspiriog 1o oulside youlg
werkers, ‘Ui guesiion [or every . UL L
memler {0 ask 13 why these epdless (e-
ludtd¥ o 1 ¢ertaloly mol the Usalt ol
e young workers Dol loul of our wrong
approach in metuod fwl taetics,

—A LEAGUL MEMIEL.

Wage Cut in Steel
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lost g watioval steel sirike is the guly

possible answer Lo the wage cul apnouncs-
ment, Is Indispatable. But such a step
would be prejudiced irremediably if it
ware precipitated aritifcially, without o
previous organizatlon of the necessary

pre-requizites for it What the situstion i

demardds more than ever [s a carefully
copeeived ond execuled fight against the
slee]l manulateurers, orgunized on a un-
fled front basgls. Should the ofliclal
Commuoniat party pursuee, ln this situs-
flom, the parrow, sectarlan, isciationlst
course It adopted in the receénl miners
strike, the resalts in the steel industry
wonld be oeven mere disastrous. IC s
the helght of 1diocy to procead from the
tdea that the Communists acn have noth-
ing to do with anybody who does not
agree entirely with everything the Bial-
imist leadership puts forth as gospel
truth.

The militancy of the sbtesl workers,
nobody can dispute. They proved that
gnoe and for all time fn 1009, It s
necessary to crystallize the bitterness of
the workers, organlze it carefully, direct
it into struggle against the wage-slashers
and their agents, and conduct a strog-
gle which bas every proapet of arousing
the whole worklng clasa of the country Le
& realizatlon of ita task in the crials,
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Mobilizing the Labor United Front

.

Every day brings new indicatlons of
woll prepared atiacks agalnst the work-
ing class by the leaders of Amerlcun
capitul, by the socalled “captains of o
dusgtry”, If attentlon s given to the
development of this campaign of attacks,
the line of boss strategy, will become as
clear as daylight before all workers, and
the organization of thelr defensive strag.
gle will .thereby become more efective
and strike Its mark,

The burning peed of the hour, in the
fuee of the torrentous onslought of the
old, experienced and crafty bourgeoisie,
Is the hermetlc unlty of the working
clazs, which has yet to be achieved, Equ-
ally Important is the ever watehful alert-
nets of the party of the class, of the
Communists, in directing the forces of
the defonsive,

Double Responsibility

Incomprehension of the perspectives
facing the working class, a false analy-
sls of the eituation, fallure to grasp the
tasks Involved, faulty preparations, are
bound to prove costly not only to the
Communist leaders of the proletariat, bug
to the entire working class as & whole.
This double responaibility staring us In
the face, these clrcumstances that con-
stantly keep every revolutionist on edgo
today, wlone force the Leit Oppositisn
to stress before the membership of the
Communist party, one hundred fold the
importance of the Leniolst united front
tactic, the necessity of returniog to tho
principles of the Intermational of Lenin
and of Trotsky, aund to Increase our
oriticlsm of the (Cenirlst bureaucrats
biindly following the Stalinist spparatus,
with all the greater lmpetus,

A worklng elass divided, s an easy
préy in the claws of the capitalist wul-
tures, The Aghiing unity of the workara
spells thelr end. The siruggle for the
conciliation of the backword laboriug
maszed with their revolutiecnary vanguand
is & strugele oo many fronts,

Aslde from the necessity of uniting
the reformist with the revolutionsey
warkers, therea are a good many other
problems Involved 1o copstitoting the
workers' front. We shall deal here with
only two aspects of the gueatbon of unley.

The bosses alm ot breaking up the
ranks of the proletariat iz being carried
on wikler various forms, One of the most
viclous forms §a that of pliting the white
against the black workera. How they
go about this s most easily demonsiratod
by a feov Unemployment atatistics. The
Monthly Labor Review of the U, 8. De-
partment of Labor guotes the following
from a report on an iovestigation made

by the Urban League:

“Wherever figures were glven, the per-
centage of the unemployed amoeng the
Megroes cxceeded thelr percentage of
the total population aml in some clsed,
the disproeportion was very marked. Thus,
in Baltimore they formed 17 por ceal
of the population and 31.5% of the un-
employed; in Charleston, 5. C. 40% of
the population and T09% of the unemploy-
o1 in Chicago, 49 of the pepulution aad

aatlonal Instincts of the natlve workers.
When the native horn worker eonslders,
however, that the percentage of forelgn
Twrn Iabar in the United States amounis
t2 abcut 15 per cent of the entire In-
dustrial popnlation and more, It hecomes
clear to him that this whole busloess
af deportations la merely a f(‘ﬂﬂlﬂlﬂr}'
rusg. Here are a fow figures of the per-
contapes of forelgn born is different in-
dustrles ;
Iron and Steel manufacturlng 58%

Bituminous coal mining 6155
Woolen and Wersted m'l'r'g 6245
Cptton goods B2
Clothing Gk

The quistion of the unity of natlve
and foreign born Inbor, 18 therefors,
when we remember that forclgn born
labor amounts to about 9,000,000 workers
in good, round numbers, a quastion af
vital lmportance in the reslstance of the
Atnerlean werking class to the onslaughg
of eapital. These hard fApures are Com-
vinelng enough to drive out primitive
prejudices from the minds of the Ameg-
iean worker, They menn: Hanging to-
rether or hanging alona, W¥hen the Am-
orican worker understands thie, he will
undoubtedly ratse hig volee neainst the
system of deportation, tha cruelty and
barbarlsm of which |g cnough to even
make the conservative bourgeols intel-

leetuals on the Wickersham Camml
: Eala
filled with disgust, ;

SAM GORDON.

A Letter About the

Spanish Revolution

According to the [nformation of com-
rade N., the Central Committee of the
Spanish Communist Party has mede a
deciaslve turn in its policy. . . .

From the words of comrade N., it
follows that the Spanish Central Com-
mittes, which formally retaining the slo-
gan of the “democrstic dictatorship™,
changes its  poliey decislvely on twao
points; first. it takes the ropd of strug-
gle for democratie slogans; second, it is
ready to apply the policy of the united
front.

We have here n clear and an Indublta-
ble vietory of the Left Oppoaition, How
deep and serious 18 the forn of the Span-
Ish Stalinists, iz another question. More-
over, any answor to it depends to a eon-
siderable degree upon our peiley. But
at any rafte, the very fofe of the turn
Ia a direct frult of the criticlsm of the
Laeft Oppozition . . . Only the faction
of the Left Oppeslilon 13 o progressive
forcea wlthin Communizm . , . Upon lia
anccesses depend the suecesses of Com-
reunism, amd pactieuwlarly the successes
of the Spanish revolution,

But how shall we react 1o the turm
of the =Bpanish  Stalinlsta? On this
se0te, vwa alrendy have a scerious exparl-
ence, true, primarily an experlence in
mistakes, When the French Stalinists,
to0 a considerable degree under the infiu-

169 of the unemployed, in Philadelpbis,ence of our criticism, decided to retrent
%% and 25%,. in DPlttsburgh 8% aodfrom the fantastic poliey of the “third

385, wte.

Not only are Megro workers the first
oneg to be Ared when personnel s re-
duced, but very often they are replaced
by white labor. The boss, by playing
on the race Instlucts of the white work-
gra, in this manner tries to eet up &
barrier between white aml black, from
which he alope ultimately gains. New
the Negroes wake up about 10 percent of
the entire populatiom of the TUnited
States. In very many Industrics, their
percentage 1o even far weightler. In re-
gluting the attocks of the bosses, who
live from the labor of the white and the
black workers allke, the fnclusion of the
Negro tollers in the ronks of the strug-
gle 1s indispensable. The unity of NegFo
and white workers I a matter of do or
die. The tosk of the Communists 8 ool
a0 much to make the Negro worker race
congclous, which all the blabber of the
Htalinista about “national minority™ and
signli-determination” drivea at, but muach
rather to expose the class charscter of
the oppression against the Negro before
the Negro himself as well as before the
white workeras. That ls the only way of
achieving the solidarity of the white and
the bluck workers against the capital-
ist enemy. All the frame-ups, all the
Iynchings, all the massacres of Negro
workers In the strést must be explajned
and combatted from this angle. The fight
against Negro persecutlon and for the
unity of the white snd the Negro work-
eérs can only be carrled on under the
banner of the class struggle.

i e S F S ST

Foreign-Born  Workers

Another method of dividing the work-
ars against themselves §a the campalgn
to deport foreign born workers. The la-
bor faker Doak as secretary of Labor
in the Hoover cabinet, announces 20,000
deportations of forelgm born  workers
within the perlod of o few short months
and hopes thereby to arouse the basesl

period”, the cold leadership of the Ligue
dectared In advanee that advénturlsm fs
being replaced by opportunism and that
the Left Oppoaition should go its way
as if nothing had happened. At the time,
we éritlcized this formalistie and life-
less policy, which had as ins consequence
the fmet that the French Ligue mizsed
& sltuation favorable to the bhighest de-
gree for approaching the prolefarinn core
of the party. Let us hope that this mis-
take will not be repented in Spain.

In & briel letter, comrade N, amderiines
twa Cncts, having an exceptlonally im-
portant signlilcance for the polley of the
Bpamnizh Left for the present period: the
official party has taken, or at any robe,
has proclalmed o serles of aters directed
towards the policy of the Bolshevik-Len-
inista; on the contrary, the lendership
of the Catalonian Pederation sinks all
the deeper into the confusion of oppor-
tunism and petty hourgesis nationalisem.
The oficial party. herctofore, bas done
everything to identify the Left Opposi-
thon wlith the blunders of Afanrin. At
the present time, we are offersd an +x-
ceplionally favorable possibility to dis-
pel all misunderstanding. . . .

The Left Oppozitlon should subject the
tarn of the Spanish Central Committes
tr & serious analysiz—withool noive
eredulity, but also without sectarian pre-
judices, Whatever Is congquerad by us
ahould be clearly stafted hy us and taken
Into conslderation, Whers differenecs me-
main, they should be characterized with-
ont any softness and emlellishment.

The fazter and the more declaively the
Left Oppositin reacts to the turn in the
directlon of an approach to the party,
the more advantageons it will be to the
Left Oppos.tion, to the party, fo  the
Spanish revolutlon.

Tuly &0, 1681

LEON TROTSKY.
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