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Resolution on the

Opposition

—

1. The destructlon wrought by elgnt
years of domination by the epigones in
the leadership of the Communist Inter-
national 1a making [tsell felt moat acwle-
ly at the present moment., when the ol
jective conditions for revolutionary pro-
gress are almost unlversally favorable
to the proletarian vanguard. Paralysis
and decay of the most vital organs of the
official international Communist move-
ment are the most notable effects, parci-
eularly glaring and disastrous in the
present world crisis of capitalism, of the
ravages of the burcaucratic intérnal re-
gime which was reguired by thee appar-
atus in order fo destroy the Jundament
al pinciples of Marxism in all the partics
of the Intermationnl. 1o the three counk-
tries of Kurope where the Communiste
ghould even now be leading the workers
to decisive baltles, a dishearlening phe-
tore s presevted. In bapkrapted Gee
many, the plague of natlonalist degenera-
tion has gripped the only remalniog nou-
Huesinn mass party in the Comintern
and threatens it with another 1323 de
bacle, even though in a different form
and under different condltions, In rew-
olutionary Spain, the feeble skeleton for-
matlon of the official party plays no de-
elgive role in the country, amnd laye &
huge obstacle in the road to the vietory
by diverting the vangoard from the pro-
letarian revolutionary goal to the—at
best—mythical aml — at worat-—Tntal
goal of a “democratic dictatorship of
the proletariat and peasnoiry”. In FEng-
land, the prostrated figure of the aftielal
party is unable to affect developments
in any serious manner at ull. The other
parties of the Internatlonal o not pro-
gent 8 much MORE encournging pletars,
despite bricf amd (emoprary rines, dr_.~
gpite the increasingly fovorable condi-
tions,

2  The Centrist bureaperacy has not,
however, succesded In completely destroy-
ing the Commuonst Interpational,  The
latter possesca n vitality, not derived
from Centrizm, but stiil sufliciently pow-
erful to have withstood the fatal f_-r.m_»e-
guences of the corrosive 1t1ﬂ1.1'El'!.‘EE' of ihe
eplgones, The vitality of the Cominlern
has ita sources in the existence and popu-
larity of the Oelober revolution and fhe
goviet Unlon, its traditions and ita ax-
gnclations, all of which tha advanced ale-
ments of the working clasa still connect
and identify in thelr minda with the
exlsting parties. The support silll  en-
jored Ly the officinl pa pties ia given them
by the workers as represonting the ideas
af the October revolution. Iin addlilon
to this tremepndous [octor, the hogeless
bankrutey of capitalist society, the lu-
tonsified exploitation and misery char-
acterizing it in lts last period of deciy.
plug the despicable and uneoncenled
treachery of the social democracy. drive
more workers to the ranks of Commuil-
fani than the mountain of blunders, de-
feats and crimes of the Stalinist appar-
atus can drive awny. While this atabe
af affairs cannot produce & permanent
veguilibrinm” in  the ranks of officinl
Communism, it nevertheless operates at
the present stage with guch force that
it may be =aid that the h-:LIh:_ of the rev-
gluinnary workers are either in or araind
tie official Communist partics or undes
its influence, Furthermore, the shifiing
of the apparatus from 1ts Iilght pozitions
to positions of uitra-Leftism, driven h};
the pressure of events, by criticiam o
the Opposltion, hy dizcontentment in the
ranks of the party Itself, are abjective
testlmony to the possibilitics which s=till
exist to purge the party by radical med-
aures of reform and to pe-cetablizsh Bt
apon @ strong Marxien foundation,

These are the principal factors whlu_lh
determing for  the International  Ledt
Opposition the role which it has aaaumed
and which it must maintain; the Marxiso
wing of Communism, conutituted ns @
faction of the Communist Internntional
which works for itz rorencration and re-
wgtoration.  This historieal task can be
pecomplighed only by the mest Intransig-
ennt strogele against the Centrist bur-
paueraey and the renctionary jdeas with
whieh it has polsoned the TGV EILEnL.

4. The formal splitting off of the [hcht
wing from (he Comintern in a wholoe
serien of countrbes, partieulorly sinoce
the #ixih Congress, has served to cloe-
ify the struggle in the Communist moves
ment, The Right wing represents  the
most consistently opportunist section of
the ruling machine in  the Comintern
from 1823 to 1928 which, In the peracn
of the Right wing, has pow taken &
giant's atrlde closer to the socinl detnw-
eraey, In n namber of countries, see
fioma of the Right wing have already
completed an orpanirziional faslon wiih
the Second International. Im the meaio,
powever, it represents g bridge ballt to
warida socinl democricy. It shores the
bagle theortical conceptions of Centrivom
{natlonal socinlism as  agalnst  revolo-
tionary Internationalism), but otherwis
it leads o parasitic existence, nourished
by the croder and more obvious blundars
of purblind Centrism, which it criticlzes
with scraps borrowed from the platform
of the Oppozitlon. Liguidaiors, the déo.
logieal agentz of the social demoeracy
ynder the Communist hanner who con
gtitute the DBrandlervist “Infernational”
must be fought relentlessly at  every
juneture, While it has and ean hawve
nothing In common with the Right wing

Hquidators, the Left Opposition, mindfnol

M.N.Roy Aurrested in India

Mannpbendra Nath Roy, the principal
leader of fhe Iight wing of the Tndian
Communists, hns been arrested by the
Britlsh authoriffes—in Indin and chorged
with high treason, This {8 the setoml
time oy has been on trial, the Arst one
having been during hls  absence  from
Imdln, when the same charge was lald
agalnat him and other Communists.
Labor and revolutionary ergnnlzationa in
a number of countrles, and outstanding
solentists, anthors, artlste and publicists,
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of the fact that great numbera of work-
ars reacted honestly In the direction o
the light wing only because of the blun-
ders and bureaucrntism of the Stalinists,
should make every efort to win over,
by fruternal discusalon, the revolutionary
working elass elvments In the Right wing
camp.

4, In aplte of, nmnd in & senst because
of, the obstacles placed inm the path of
its developawent and the organizational
defeats Inllicted upon it by the appar-
atns, -the International Leit Opposition
is today at the highest point yet attadned
in its ideclogical progress. The disloyal
abusa of the Immense apparatus at the
disposal of Centrlam, itz wsarpation of
the directlon of the Hoviet Union and
the Comintern, the years of defenls omd
revolutionary ebb, the fact that the pre-
sent revolutlonary tide has not yob posed
seutely and unpostponably before the
UCominunist workers the {opdamental
strategicnl problems all these clreum-
gtances have combined (o prevent fhe
Left Oppoaitoin from enjoring an organ-
izationnl growth commensurate with ol-
most dally vindication and confirtmaticn
of Its idens, its prognoses, ils platform,
The aim of the Left Opposzition iz to
radress  the diepersed  aml  bewlldersd
ranks of Communlsm s that the organ-
lzed revolutionary vanguard shall Le
able to fulfll ita bistoric mission. Our
prinecipal task, therefore, i nol the puar-
suit for o “mass movement”™, which the
whale environment and the conditions of
our struggle rendears futile, but the more
systematic and atrengihened organization
of our propaganda for wioning the mil-
tant vanguard.

In a number of conntries, great steps
have been taken In the past period to-
wirds the aceomplishment of this task.
The International Left Opposition  has
succeeded not only in elearing s ranks
of all capitulatonis; elements of the
Zinoviev group, but alas of wulira-Leftlst
dilletante and compromising tendencles,
such as were represented by Urbahns, Pag
and van Overstracten. In additlon, cle
ments allen te the fdeas and apirit of
the Left Opposition, ke IPollak  n
Crecho-Slovakin, Frey In Austria, the
Landou growp in Austria and Germany,
bave been dropped by the way-side. The
Opposition, whoee strength lies In Lis
idess and which constitutes o faction,
has especially rigid reqniremente  and
cannot have any hesitation in enforeing
them, For that reason, the Amperlean
sectlon of the Left Opposition alse eo-
dorses the struggle condacted by our
French section against (he Itlght wing
group of (Fourgot and agatnat the ambi-
guous attitude of other members of the
Ligue, such as MNaville, whe did noi join
in refjecting categorically the ideas and
condaet of thls group, and whose arti-
tude, instead, confromied it, just as ic
comforted the Landau groop in its de-
atructive work in the ranks of the Ger-
man Opposition. In the fnture, the Am-
crican section must Jdevote a  greater
amount of Its attention to the develop
mentz in the other eouniries so that it
may contribute the maximum possible
clearing the rond of progress of the In-
ternationnl Left Opposition and helpiog
to overcome those diffieuliies, and even
crises, which frequoently arise n  the
life of every actlve politieal organism
and from which the Left Opposition is
not Immune. Any tendency in onr own
ranks to minimize the Importance of
the genuine intermationallam which s
conatituted by an active and froalerand
intervention in the life and work of the
movement ag a whole, miast be sharply
checked and correetsd.

O Une of the difficulties which the
Internationnl Opposition has enountered
in the past pericd has been the defec-
tions of members of the RBureau which
haos =0 grately incapacltated It as o
compel the Imternationnl Secretacial to
assume functions other than purely ad-
ministrative omes. This sssumption ol
palitical functions has proved to be eor-
rect, and at the present moment, the
Zecrelarint g the only efMective center
holding together the varlous sections of
the Oppositien, and, by grace of the
gupport glvem It by the great majority
of the sectlonz, having the authorlty to
interveng Iin any country lor the purposse
of defending the fdess of the Left Op-
pogition. The fact that poarely formal

organizational attacks are levelled at the
Seeretariat precisely by those elements
who are breaking, or never had anyibhing
in eommon, with the principle and poli-
tieal ldeas of the Opposition—eslements
like Landaug, Frey, van Overstraeten, Ur-
hna, Weisbord, ete.,—gives the mens-
ure of these eriticisms. Until an inter-
natlenal eongréss can take place, and
a representative Borean elected, we mnost
cive nll our assistance towards sireng-
thening the authorlty and the eapacities
of the Secretarlat,

At the same time, the Communist Leda-
gue of America (Oppositlon) suggests
that the Internatlonal Congress be called
for the Spring of the coming year, so
that the international relatlons of the
Opposition may be atrengthened, a re-
view of the past years andertaken, and
ihe tnsks for the coming pericd elabor-
atel, We propose that all the maln
theses and documents for the congresa
ghall be avallablé far all the sections
at lesst two months before §te actoal
convoeation,

have already adopted resolutions demand-
ing his releass from the Indian prisons
of Tiritleh Imperlalism and the British
Tabor Party, for it was durlng the Labor
pacty cablnet's reglme that he was ar-
reated, The Infernational Labor  De-
fenwe, of conrse, haa refusod to do sny-
thing about the cass Roy, who was
one: of tho leaders of the Cominternm i
ita early days, became an ardent sup-

porter of the Stalin-Bacharin reglme,
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When these lines reach the reader, they
will, perhaps, In one scction or another,
be out of date. Through the eforts of
ihe Stallnist apparntus and the friendly
collaboration of all the bourgeols gov-
ernments, the anthor of these lines s
placed in  such clreumsioness under
which he ean react to political events
only after a delay of severnl weeks. To
this must also be added that the anthor
is obliged to rely on far from complate
Information, The readep should bear this
in mind. But cven from the extremely
unfavorable clroumstances, we muost al-
tempt to extract at least some advantame
Mot having the possibility to remct to
ovents in all their concredeness, from diy
to day, the author is compelled to cou-
coptrate hiz attention on the hasic poinis
and the central guestions, Thig is where
he justification les for this work.

How Everything 1s Turned Upon
Its Head

The mistakes of the German Com-
munizt Party in (e guostion of the pleb-
jscite I8 among thoze which will become
clearer as time passes, and will finally
enter into the textbooks of revolution-
ary strategy as an example of what
should not be done. In the conduct of
the Central Committee of the G C. P.
everything 18 wrong: the evaluation of
the situation s incorrect, the jmmediale
aim iz posed lneorrectly, the means [OF
its achievement wna selected Incorrectly.
In passing, the leadership of the parly
auceesded in overthrowing all thoss “prin-
ciplea”™ which it advocated within recent
FEATA.

On July 21, the Central Committee ad-
dressed itself o the Prosslapn government
with the demand for democtalle and soe-
il eoncezalons, threatenlng olherwize to
come out for the referendum, Advancling
ita demands, the Binlinlst bareageracy
in aetuwality addressed fteelf to the up-
per stratum of the soclal  democratlic
party with the propoanl for & united
frout agalnst the Fasclsts under certain
conditions, When the Hoclal Demogcracy
refected the proposed conditlons, the
Stalinlgts formed a united front with the
Faseclata apgalnst the Social Demoeracy,
Thiz means that the policy of the unitod
front iz conducted mot ondy from e
lovw" but alsn from “above™. It maeng
that Thaelmann s permitted (o address
himself to Draun anpd Severing with ag
dogpen  letler” on the jeint defense of
democraey and saclal legislatlon from
the Hitlerite bands. In this manner,
these people, withont even notlicing what
they are dolng, threw overboard thelr
metnphyzics on the unlted front “only
from helow®™, by means of the most atipad
snd the most scapdnlous expociment of
the unlted front only from the top, un-
txpectedly for the masses aod agalnst
fhiir weill.

If the soclal democracy is a varlety of
Faselam, then how can one propose Lo
gocinl Fasclsts a demand for the jolut
defenze of democraty? Having entered
upon the road of the referendom, the
party bureawecracy did not put any cod-
ditiona to the National Socinlists, Thyt
If the Soclal Democrats and the Natlon-
al Soclallsts are only sbrdes of Fasclam,
then why can conditions be put o the
Hocial Demoeracy and not to the Na-
tional Sectalists? Or perhaps between
these two “varietles” there exist certaln
viery imporiant qualitative differences In
regarides to the socinl base and the meth-
cida of deceiving the mazses? HBuot then,
do not eall both of them Fasciats, be
cause names In politics serve In order
to differenticte amd not in order to throw
everything Iinto the sgame heap,

Is it true, however, that Thaelmann
entered a united front with Hitler? The
Communist bureineracy called the refer-
endum of Theelmann “red”, in distine-
ilom from the black or brown plebiscite
of Hitler. That the matter s concera-
el wilh two mortally hostile parties, &
naturplly berond doubt, and all (he false-
hoods of the social democraey will nog
compel the workers (o forget i, But a
fnct remains o faet: In a eortaln cam-
palgn, the Stallnl=t burenveracy drew the
revolmtionary workers Into o united front
with the Natlonal Boclaliats against the
Boclal Demoerney. At least i one could
dealgnate his party adherence on  the
ballotz, then the referendom would at
least have the justification (in the glvon
instance, absolutely insoficient from a
politienl standpoint) that It wonld have
permilted the connt of Its forces and by
that itzelf, separate them from the forces
of Fascism, Bob German “democracy”
wis nol sollditous enough In its flme
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dums the right of deslgnating  their
parties, All the voters are fused into
one Inseparable mass  which, on  tho

glven questlon, glves one amd the same
answer, Within the limit of this guoes-
tion, the unity of front with the Fascistz
iv nn indubitable fact.

Thus, betweesn midnight and dawn ev-
erything appeared to be turncd on e
head,

The “United Front”, Bat With Whom?

What political afm did the leadership
of the Communist party pursue with its
turn? The more you read the  ofliclal
documents: and speeches of the leaders,
the less vou understand this alm.  The
'russian povernment, we are told, is
paving the road for Fasclsm. ‘This |3
perfectiy correct. The federal govern-
ment of Bruening. the leaders of the Com-
munist party add, have actually been
fascizing the republic and have already
aecomplished a lot of work on this road.
Perfectly correct, we reply to this, Bt
without the I'russian FPraun, the federal
Broctiing connot maeintain himsclf (he
Hialinksts eay. This too §8 correct, we
reply to them, Up to this point, we
are In complete secord. Dut what pol
ftical concluslons flow from this? We
have not the slightest ground for sup-
porting Bragn's government, for taking
even & shadow of responsibility for OC
before the masses, or even for weskening
by one jota our political struggle agalinse
the government of Druening and s
Prusslan ageney. But we have atill
less ground for helping the Fasclsta to
replace the povernment of Eruaening-
Braun. Because If we accuse The Soclal
L Democracy, with sufliclent grounds, of
puving the rond for Faseizm, then our
own task ean least of all consist of
shortening this road for Fosclam.

The eircular letter of the Central
Committee of the German Communpist
Party to all the nuclel, on July 27, most
mercilessly lays bara the inconziztency
aof the leadershin, becanze it §s the pro-
duct of a colleciive elnboration of the
questinm. The essence of (he letter,
liberated from confuslon and contradie-
fiona, is reduced to the idea that, in the
final analysiz, thers 18 no diference be-
tween the Social Demoerats and the Fas-
clata, that Iz, that there iz no difference
betwesn the enemy who deccives and
betrays the workers, taking advaniage of
their paticnes, and the cnemy who sim-
ply wanta to Kill them off. Feeling the
senaclessness of such an  identification,
the muthors of the circular lefter wnex-
pectedly make a torh and present the
ridd referendom as the “deocisive applicn-
tion of the policy of vnited front frem
elow (1) fowards the Roclal Democre-
tie, the christian and the non-party work-
era”. In whait way fthe Infervention in
the plebiscite alongside of the Fascists
againal the Boelal Democraer and the
party of the Center, 18 on application
of tha policy of the united front towards
the Sociel Democratic and christian work-
era—will not be understood by any pro-
letarian mind. The reference is evidenl-
b to those Soclal Demeoratic workers
who, having broken away from their
party, partlicipated in the referendoam,
How many of them? By the polley of
the waited front, oné should at least
nnderstand & common actlon. not with
the workera who have lelt the Soctal
Demoeraty, hut with those who remain In
ita ranks, Unfortonately, there are atlll
a great number of them.

The (mestion of the Relation of Forees

The oaly phrase in  Thaclmonn's
speech of July 24, which resembles a ser-
lowx motivatlon of the question ia as fol-
lows: “The red referendum, by utiliz
Ing the possibilities of legal, parlinmeni-
Aty mazs action, represents a step for-
ward In the direction of the exten-par-
Hamentary mobilization of the mnses™,
If these words have any aense at all,
it ia only tha followlng: We ke tho
parlinmentary vobte azs the point of de
parture [or eur general revolutlonary
offenszive, in order to overthrow the gov-
ernment of the Soocial ]]H;-mmnt‘.:l,' anil
the parties of (he polden mean alljed
with it, by legal means, and o order
afterwards, by the pressure of the rev-
olutionary masses, to overthrow Fascism
which is attempting to become the heir
i the Social Démocracy., In other words ;
the Prussian referendum only plays the
role of & epring-board for the revolw-
tlovary leap, Yes, az a  spring-board,

te provide for participants la referen-

{Continued from Page 1)

presentative of the Mooney Comflites fe
a pariner to this movement -does not
change the fact cither, and the sooner
It 1s realized the more swiftly the genuos
ine united front movement for Mooney
will progress.) The purpose of the com-
mittes 18 “one effective demonatration 1o
which all forces constructively amnd hown-
edlly willing to belp, may Jdo thelr part.”
We know thias language well., This s
taken from the reasctionaries in the
labor movement whoe use it demagogleally
and with o despleably plous hypoeerisy
igainat the Left wing who, you acd, ars
nob g8 “sonsiructive and honest™ as the
Greens,  "Wolls, Hillmans and thelr
k. . . .

We say qulte openly: fot an ounce of
confldence ¢an be placed In this self-
constituted eligne, thrown together hehind
closed doors. The protest moevement,
the gpnited front for Mooney is Ineonceiv-
able withoot the Communlsts and the
Left wing. Whoever starts off without
them has started off on the wrong foof,
has made & start which will end whers

He was expelled after the ¢th Congras:s.s

the plebdscite would have besn fully jus-

ments “for Mooney™  epded—in  ihe
diteh, It §8 md two or thres or bwenly
movements for Mooney that are needed,
It one. It Is not a conglomerntion of
reactlonartes, peeudo-progresaives and
assorted shysters who can ofgpanize and
lead 0, mueh less organize and lead it
agalnat the Communists. ‘That is to say,
it emnpot Jead It correctly or success-
fully. But it can undoubtedly muddy Hhe
whaters for some time to Come. And L
can da this largely because the offielnl
FLeft wing movement, hornswoggled by
the Stalinlst bureawcracy, hios not starbed
off by clearing the waters,
For a Genuine Movement

Whatever stréngth the newly-formed
“Mooney committee™ may galn will come
to a large extent from the blunders uil-
riegdy made by the Communista, withouat
whom, we repeat, no real movement s
worthy of the name, What milk hus
been spliled cunnot be gathered up ngaio.
But a new and botter start can be mad.
and must be made. The Iillman-Cohen-
Muste-Bailey commities 1s only the first
installment on the payments the Left
wing will get from the conservative and

the previons deceptive and abortive move-

resctionary: camp for itz radically false

tilled. Whether the Fasciats vote togeths
oF with the Communists or noi, would
fesse mll elgnificanee, beginning with the
mament when the proletariat, by ita pres-
gure, overthrows the Fasclsts and takes
the power into its own bBapds. For o
gpring-board, one con make use of any
planks, the plank of the referendoam in-
cluded, Only, the poszibility of aetually
laking the jump must be there, not in
wards but in decds. The problem is con-
segpently reduced Lo the  relatlom  of
forees. To come out into  fhe  streets
with the slogan “Iewn with the Bruasp-
fpge-Mronn government ! at a time when
aecording 1o the relation of forces, it cun
vily be replaced by a government of Hit-
ler-Hugenburg, is the sheerest sdventor
j=im,  The szame slogan, bowever, Qssumes
an altegether different sense I It be-
comnes an introduction to the immediate
sirugele of the proletarint  ilself for
power, In the first instance, the Com-
manists would appear in the eves of the
masses a5 the aids of reactlon; but io
the second instaoce, the guestion of how
fle  Faselsta  woted  before  thay werda
crushed by the proletaciant would have
loat all politieal significence.

The question of the colncldence of the
villng with the Fascisis s conasquently
viewed by wa mot from the poiot of
view of reme abstract principle, but from
the polnt of view of the actual struggle
of the classes for power, and the relatioa-
ghip of forces at g glven stage of thie
al ruggle.

Let Us Look DBack at the Russlan
Experience

It may be regarded as Incontestnble
that at the moment of the prolotarian up-
rising, the diference betwpon the Soe
lal Democratic bureaucracy and the
Fasclsts will actunlly be reduced to a
mifmimum, If not (o zero. In the October
days, the Husslap Mensheviks and 5.
e fought agaiost the proletariat hamnd
in hand with the Cadets, Kornilovisie
snd monarchists, The Bolshevika leli
the pre-parfianment in October and went
inle the streets, In order to call upon
the mnosses for an armed uvprising. 1,
gimultaneously with the Bulshevlks, soma
kind of a monarchist groap, let us s=ay,
biad al=o left the pre-parllaiient in those
days, this would not have had any pol-
itical significance because the monarch-
fsis were overthrown togelher with the
demoerney,

The party arrived at the October up-
rising, however, through a serles ol
flages. At the time of the April, 1917
demonetratlon, a sectlon of the Balala-
viks advanced the slogan: “Down with
tha provisional government!™ But the
Ceplral Committes immediately relected
ithe ulira-Leftista, Of coarse, we shoald
propagate the neceasity of overthrowiug
the provisiomal government; but to call
the workers inte the strects under fhis
glogan, cannot yet be done, because we
oursalves are still a mlpority in the
working elags. If we  overthrow  (he
provisionsl government under these cou-
ditiong, we will not be able to replace
it, and consequently we will help  (he
connter-revolutlon, We must  patiently
explain to the mosses the anti-popnlar
character of this government, before the
hour for its overthrow haa stewck. Suen
wag the poailion of the parly.

Darlng the sabsegquent pariod, the slo-
gan of the party was: “Down with the
capitulist ministers!™ This was o de-
mand dlrected at the soclal democracs
to break 1ta coalition with the bourge-
oiie. Im July, wea led a demonstration
of workera and soldiers under the slo-
gan “All power to the Sovietz!”, which
meant at that time; all power o the Meo-
sheviks and B, H.a The Menshevikd and

the H. s together with the White
CGioardisis, erusloesd 0%,

Twi moniha Iater, Kornllow rose
agalnat  the  provislonal  government,
In the strogzle apgainst RKormdlow,
ovenpied the froutline poaitlons, Lanin
wae ab that time fn hiding. Thousands

of Balsheviks wore In the jails. The
waorkers, saldiers and =ailors demanded
the liberation of their leaders and of the
Bolsheviks in general, The provisionsl
Government dbl not  come  to ferms
Zhould net ihe Centrnl Committes of
the Nolshevikas have addressed an wlti-
mittumm to the government of Kerensky
Free the Bolshevike immeliately and re-
move from them the disgraceful acensa-
tion of =zervice to 1he Hobenzollernas—
and, in the event of Kerensky's refuaal,
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Do Not Make Mooney Case a Football

course, A timaly correction will minim-
fze or even comceal any  future  pay
ments.

Let  everybody bear in mind: the
Mooney ecase ig no foction foeotball, and
whoever secks 1o vse it for this por-
poge will pome g cropper in the epd.
The Sitalinists con just as little use it
for the prestige of thelr own falze loe
as the labor skates can use it for their
antl-Communist arsenal. It i8 up te the
clags conscitous milltants (0 make this
iden prevail, —M. B.
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Lessons of the ‘Red’
Referendum

have refused to fAght agniost Korndlov?
Thia 1= probably how the Centeal Com-
mirtes of Thaclmann, Kemmele, Seumsnn
woulil have pcted. ot thia iz not how
the Cenfral Commitiee of the Bolsheviks
acted, Lenln wreote at  the  time: "It
would have been the profoundest ercor
te think that the revolulionary  pro-
letaviat s eaupable, 80 to say, ot of “re
venge” upon the #2108 amd Menshevika
—for their support of the cruzhing of the
Itoleheviks, the assassiiniions on  fhe
front amd the (di=arming of the workers
—aof ‘refusing’ (o support thom seninst
the comter-revolution, H=och a way of
prtting the guestion wonld have moeant,
first of all, the ecareying over of petiy
bourseois conceplions of morals into (he
proletarint (because for (e good of e
canae the preletariar will always supe
purt not only the vacillnticg peity bour-
pieoddle but alae the bl bowrgeois=e) @ 16
the second [ ETLES it weaiilil bave Do e
arl thix i most impartant-—a geaty bont-
gavls attempt po cast o shaadew, by ‘moe-
alizing®, over the political es=ence of tha
matier,”*

If we had not pepalscd lKornilovy  in
Aupgust, and bad therchy facilitated hia
coming to victery, he would, in the first
plaee;, have deztroved the lower of (fhe
warking elass, and consequently, woold
have interfercd with onre vietory, two
monthz nter. over e eoneilintors when
they weore overtnken by fheir Nemesis=.
mot in words ab in deeds—for their his-
toric orime,

It f4 precisely “petty boorgeola moeral-
zing™ which Thaclmann sml Co. engage
in when, In Justifeatien of thele own
turn, they begin to envmserate e ewd
less infambes committed by the  =oeial
demorracy,

Wilth Blown-Ouit Lanferns

Ifstorieal noalogles are only analogiog,
There can ke no talk about the lentity
of conditions and tasks. Liul i the flg-
nrative language of anslogies, we moy
wsk s AL the time of the referendum lic
Germany, wag the geestion posed of The
defense neainzgt the Korndloviad, or in
reality, of tho overthrow of the whele
bourgeols order by the prolciariat? Tiis
guestion iz not decided oy bare prinei-
'|_|-IEH. Tar '|;|1l|' polemical formnlae, hut Ly
the relatlon of forces. Wilhh whal onro
and sincerity the DBolsheviks =studied,
counted amd mepsured the relatlon of
forces at every new siage of the revoii-
thomf  1Mil the lemdership of the (ferman
Communist I'arty attempi, when it en-
tered into the siroggle, to draw the pre-
liminary balanee of the struggling forees?
Neither tn articles, nor In specches, do
we fnd saelh o balance  Like  thetr
teacher Stalin, the Berlin pupils condact
polities with blown-oul lanierns.

iz conslderations on  the doecielve
1||||:'s|.|:.i1:|3|'| af (he relation of forces, are
redoced by Thaclmann to fwo or three
general phrasea, “We no longer live in
19238, he aaid In his report, “the Come-
munist party §s at present the party of
many milllons, which grows al o furiods
pace,”  And this {8 all! Thaclmoann eonld
wot shiow mopre dlearly the cxtént 1o
which an understanding of the difersnce
petween the slieation in 192% and S
iz forcign ta him! Then, the soclal dem-
oeraey  was breaking up lato bits, Tho
workers who did not vet sueeed in preak-
fng awny from the renks of the Social
Democracy, turnsd theie eyes hopefully
in the direction of the Commnaiat party.
Then, Fasci<m repeescnted to g e
greafar degree, o scarcerow in the garden
of the wurgeoisie, rather than a seriomns
lﬂljtl{"ﬂl raality, The intluence of e
Communist party on the trade unfons and
the foctory commitiees was incompara-
bly greated in 1023 than 1t iz doday. The
factory committess were aeiually carey-
tng out At that time the basic Tunctiong
of - Roviels, The Social Demoeratie hor-
saucracy In the teade unions woas loaing
ground feom nnder its Tact every day,

The fact that tlve situation In 1983 waw
not wlllized by the apportunizt leader-
ghip of the Comintern wnd the German
Communist arty i #t1 alive i tha
conscionaness  of e elas=es and tha
parties, and in the” mutual relationships
between  them. ‘The Communist  party,
Thaclmann snys, 15 the parly of milliows.
We are very glad of that. We arg very
prond of 1. 1iut we do not forget that
the Hoclal Demoerpey =00 remaina tho
party of millions, We do pot forget that,
thanks to the horrible choin of the epi-
cone mistakes of 1023-1031. the present
Socinl Democrhcy  reveils  far greator
powers of resistance than  the  Social
Iwmocracy of 1923 We do not forget
that present-day Fascism, nursed  and
rearsd by the hetravals of the Socigl Dean-
ogrpcy angd the mistakes of the Btallu-
gl hureaueracy, represenis o iremendais
obstacle on the road te the selzare of
power by the proletariat. The Commnn-
ist porty 18 the pariy of milllons, Tut
ihanks to the preceding strotezy of the
“third period”, the period of concentrated
boreancratle stupldity, fthe Commgnisc
party fs stlll exiremely wonk today in
the trode unions and In the factory cown-
mittess. Tho etruggle for power can-
not Be led by basing oneself only on tho
voles of a referemdum. (e muast hove
suppoart In the factories, In the frndea, in

‘the trade unions and In the factory eom-

mittees, All this is lorgetten by Thael-
mann whoe aubstitntez strong words for
an analyals of the situation.

To contend thoat in July-August 1941,
the German Communist Parly was s0
powerful that It eould ented infto an open
strugele with bourgenis soclefy, as om-
badisl in both its flanks, the Social Dem-
ocracy and Wascism, could be done only
by a man who has fallen from the moon.
The party burepueracy itself does not
think so. If it resmorts to auch on
argument, it 18 only because the plebis-
cite failed and consequently iF was not
put to the Torther test. It is preclsely
In this Irreaponsibility, In this blindness,
in this unserupdlons pursuit of effects,
that the adventurist half of the soul of
Stalindst Centrizm find ita expression !

('To De Continued)




