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Tasks of Our National Conference

The Second Natlomal Couferénce of the
Communlist Leagoe will mark an lmpor-
tant milestone in the development of our
organlzation and, conszequently, in the
bistory of American Communism, whose
banner we bear and whose future we ri-
present. The conference §s a culmiost-
ing point in.thres yeara of preparatory
labor for the gruelling battles yel to
come. Ity deliberations have been ground-
od by mll that has gone before and Ile
rezulis can be anticipated, even now,
with reasonable assurance.

Our ranks have been woelded together
on the bagls of a correct political line.
If the Conference aocepts the proposals
of the National Committee it will not
find il necessary to confront the organ-
izntlon with any new or surprising turns,
Jur theses and other recommendatlous
only represent a synthesia of the policies
and methods already workod out amd ap-
plicd in our daily work and agitation
on the basis of our plotform. The ap-
proval of this llpe by the Conference wiil
mecesgarily carry with it an endorsement
of the course on which the Natlonal
Committee has guided the movement and
a repudiation of the eriticisma brought
against it. Any kind of indefinitenesg on
this point Is out of the guestion. The
Conferenca Iz 00 draw the balance and
decide.  Proceeding from this the Na-
tional Conference is then obliged to de-
clare an end to controversy over the
disputed questlons and to prohiblt any
further discussion of them. It ean do
thiz with full authorify aml with assar-
ance that its command will be suppost-
ed throoghout the organization. Oar
conference preparations have en o
triumph of proletarian democracy, &
model Hlostration of jfs proccsses—the
only mothods yet discoversd wherehy a
living workers' organization can asaert
ita ¢ollectlve jodpment.

The dizcossion has been thorough, free
and untrammelled by any kind of sup-
preasion. The selection of delegates pro-
ceeds In the same way. After this, It
will be impoasible to qunestlon the re-
preseniative character of the Conferencs
or its anthority to speak for the entire
organization, The membersbip as a whole
will walt for its sigonl to terminate the
discossion and eoncentrate all attentlon
on the concrete tasks worked ont on the
basiz of the fundamental decisions,

Outetanding amoog the questions con-
corning which the Natlonal Committes
will lnsist on a categoriesl declslon of
the Conference—Dbecaose it has been the
one subjected to the greatest dispute--is
the guestion of our attitude toward the
Party. The Platform adopted at the
Firat Conferance answered this guoeatisn
corractly. Without that the Left Opposl-
tion would long age have suffered ship-
wreck, MNow, with the belp of the sceond
National Conferéence, we nust take ao-
other step forward on the same path
we have travelled heretofore. This
stands firai In the llst of concreie thska
which proceod logicelly from thé gen-
eral recommendation already subomiibed
in the thesia of the Nationnl Committee.

In our judgment the practical progrom
of the Confereance ahould run approxime-
ately as follows:

1. Hettling all disputes about the role
of the Left Opposition as a faction of
the party, and putting & atop to all argo-
ment about it, we must intensily our
work within the party ranks, organlze
cur forces lnto g firm group and work out
a practical program for the directlon of
their work, The proletarian militants
of the party amd its peripheral orgnnliza-
tlons are the futuroe troopd of the Op-
posltion: This ia the ldoa which must
gulde our work and from which we musk
not depart. Closer to the party, desper
Into the party—these are our slogans.

The Oppositloniats must strive by all
means to draw npearer to rapk and ifile
party members, ‘approach them in &
fraternal splrit and explain the gross
guestions apgaln and apgain with the ub
most patlencs and persistence, Thiz work
goez mnd In hand with a flery proletar-
fan hate of the Centrist bureageracy and
its corruptigg Influcnes, an unrelenting
strugele against it

2. Tighten up the organlzation. Make
a decislve break with the habita of loose-
ness and slackness which bamper the
Bolshevist dovelopment of the Teagoe.
Impose tasks on every member apnd hold
every membar to acéount for his actle-
fty. Eatablish discipline worthy of &
Communlat organization and <lose the
door o windbags and trilers,

4. DBegin the actoal formation of =
cadre of professlonal revolutionaries
who puot themselves entirely at the dis-
pozal  of dthe orghnizetion. Seclect o
group, out of the younger and foot-loose
elements, and train them deliberately for
full-time professlonal work. Accept for
thizs pgrouping only those who mean 1L
earnestly, who are not afrald of sacri-
flees, who are willlng and able to learn
amnd boot aslde the wise-acrea and tho
know-it alls.

Even the beginniog of soach & work

will signify an epormous step forward,
for the Opposition cannot succesd with
its gresat historic mielon, unless It pre-
pares its soldiers for the coming day,
A formal decislon of the Confernce, put-
Ling such & stlaction of forges on the
apder of the day, will give powerful lm-
petus to this development,

4. Fipish the Expansion Program be
fore the end of the year. HRalse the bal-
ance of the fund. Stabllize the Weckly
Militant, Start the theoretical maga-
zing, Arrange at least two. national
tours. Establish the system of field oz
ganlzers O # permanent basis|

5. Conduct a campaign for Afty new
members out of the clrele of sympatl
izera of the Opposition. Our opponents
may laogh at the modesty of such a
goal, but we need not worry about that
We do not claim to be a mass movement.
Dur alm s  selection of the vanguard,
and fifty new members, a nomber which
can be recruited with & Jdetermined of-
fort—will mean a material sirengtheniog
of our movement which will guaranteg
the success of every one of the proc
tical tosks of the moment. Blgger things
will fallow,

4. Enroll every member of the Com-
munist League In st least one aof the
non-party mass organizations, and sys-
temvatically organize their work for the
constructive bullding of these organiza-
tions and the propaganda for cur ldeas
within them. Rejecting all phrase-mon-
gering agitation about "mass work™ and
“Independent work™ in genoral, and hold-
Ing fast to onr essential function as proe
pagamdists, we ought nevertheless {o in-
crense oul activity in the c¢lass struz-
gle, partienlarly In those flelds which
bring the Oppositoniats inte contact

with members and sympathizers of the
party. That means, in the first place,
to penetrote the pon-party mass ORgak-
izatlons and uvlons and work actively
theps, A special decision of the Con-
ference along these lnes 's qulte neces-
BUTY,

7. &trengthén the central apparatos
of the Communlst League. Heject all
amateurist conceptions which mhke a
virtue of political leadership on a spare-
time basls. Strain In the direction of a
larger and full-time staff which con-
Hanea te expand the growth bf the
organizaiion and s tasks. Seftle this
guestion in princlple and explain the
views and methods of Lenin regarding
professlonal revolutionary work.
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It will be seen at once that the sug-
gegtlons Indicated above, taken all toge-
ther, do not constitute o very ambitlous
program, All the tasks enumerated are
small ones, they are comparatively aimpla
anmd they are all easily possible, Yet it
would be a mistake for the Conference
to go far bayond them.

It Iz mot for us to adopt grandiose pro-
Jects which are beyomd our capacities at
the moment, which are soon forgotten
and never accomplished. Wa are under
b compulslon to imifate ihe bluf-pro-
grama of the Stallnists. We do not have
to “make a showing” before anyone.

#We are only obliged to know what to
do next with the forces at our disposal
and do It

The practieal proposals whichk bave
been outlined here proceed from  this
polnt of view. If we accomplish all of
them—and we can do s0 without undus
strain if we have the will—it will not
change our position In & qualitative
sense. Hut It will indubltably ralse eur
hard-pressed factlon o bigher ground and
prepare it for a further ascent. That I

enongh. No more ean reasonably be ex-p

pocted from the Second National Confers
ence. There js8 every reason to expect
that it wiil not yield lesa.

—JAMES P. CANNON.

The League and Problems of the Youth

The Diraft Thesls on the Youth Ques-
tion ailempts to state ln conclee terme
the position of the youth under capital-
igm, the oeed of a CoOmmunist youth
league, lts attitude toward other youth
organizations and fApally the tasks of
the Left Opposition youth. We essayed
to Inclede only that which is essentlal.

The scantiness of the discusalon on
the youth i one of the vons too few
in thiz fleld of our work. Among the
glgna that there s not enough Intercat
youth comrades there are many who haove
nover been In the Y. C. L. or carried on
actlvity among young workers; others
aré too absorbed In the general Opposl-
tion activty. The adult comrades also do
not appear to understand the Importance
of youth work.

From this follows the mecessity of
making the young comrades “vouth con-
scions™; proving to the adult comrades
that youth work le essential and can ba
done, Towards this end, the Dralt
Thesls proposesa: the Imsgance of an In-
ternal youth bulletin, the publication of
the Young Vanguard as a semi-monthiy
section of the weekly Miitant on the
one hand, and the section of a National
Youth Committes of five, the election of
at least ope comrade In ench Branch to
k¢ In charge of youwth work, the organ-
ization of a fraction In the Y. Q. L., and
the organizatlon wherever possible of a
youth club. If this work I8 successful
w will be in o podltion to issue a separ-
nte youth paper by the next confercnoa,

The aim of our youth Is “the organlza-
tion, education and consolldation of @&
revolutionary, capable, and advanced
Communiist youwth cadre”. In the im-
niediate sense this means the winning of
the Communist youth for the Left Op-
position. Through partlcipation In the
work and affalrs of the Y. C. L., throuph
dlasses on fundamentals of the Com-
munist youth movement, Communizm,
Marxism, ote., by spreading the Milltant,
and our literaturs we can attract the
yonng Communists. At the same time
through open-alr meetings, independent
work In factorles where onr yoong com-
rades are, and by Improving the Youmg
Yanguard, making it more of an educa-
tional page we can win young workers
who have never gone through the Y. (.
L. for Communiam. If these activities
bear froit we can be assured of a youth
elub in at least several of the clties which
have fonctioning branches, In New
York., immediately following the Confer-
ance it is planned to take stepa for the
organization of a youth clab,

The suceess of this work depends =n
firet, i{he particlpation of all of the
youth comrades and sevond, o elear dew
of Communist youth work and our almsg
and tasks. The Theslzs endeavors to ang.
wer f{hese questions. An  Important
thought expressed in it Is that:

"Limited experience with Communlst
youth work requires that yooth tactles,
demands, slogans and special oragniza-
tional forme ahould be put forward not
ns dogmas or fAnfshed products which
have universal valldity Lot rather with
a view of testlng them in practise, ex-
amining the results, and therehy laying
the ground for more effective tactics,
slogans, ete.” This, In my opinlon would

SPANISH REVOLUTION

The Revobotlon in Spain . . . . 10e
The Spanish Revolution in Danger . . . 15e

These two pamphlets will give the reader an (nvaluable analysia of i
present situation in Spain and the prospects of the forther development

of the revolution,
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be ever before us when discussing youik
methods and means of work.

The old slogan of the Young Commun-
lst International “Clarity and Actlon™
ghould be revived. The educational and
cltural character of the youth cmphas-
lzed In the thesie. We should not fors
gt that “"Communlst tralning and educn-
tion requires the Intimate linking up of
the theoretical with the practieal, the
lidygronp with the field of the elgss-
struggle”. It falls upop us (o carry oot
ag muoch of this work as our farces will
permit,

Comrade Dord (“Shortcomings In the
Youth Thesiz", Milltant, 5-22-31) tekes
us to task for a number of omissions wnd
commlszlons In the fhesle, I will brieily
touch on the polnis rajsed.

1. The thesls treats “the youth as
though It were some quecr product of
spioty complete in itself, snd having no
relation to anything else.”! If rhis ware
s0 then it would be wroug to say, aw
eomrade Bord does In her opening son-
tence, that “The thesis od the youth ques-
tlon on the whole ireats the problem
well.” On the contrary, [ would favor
the complete refection of such a thesla,

But fortunately the eritielsm cannot
he accepted. Throughout the thesls, it
la stressed that the youth Is a sectlon ~f
the working class, that the problems of
the elnss are the problems of the sectlon,
ate. In the section on Youth In Amerlea
it is explained in some detail. In fact,
the firat senteénes of the thesls reads:
“Capltalism draws the youth of the pro-
letarian familles Into the produective
process. Does  this  imply & “gueer
product of seclety complete In itself, and
having no relatlon to anything else™?

2. The stogan of “equal pay for equnl
work™”. The thesis does not enumerals
any youth demands. We intend carry-
Ing on a discussion after the Conference,
on this quoestlon In our Inoteral, youlh
bulletin. At the same time T wq;!:lﬂ like
to comment ag follows: The above de-
mand was taken from the program of the
¥. ¢. I. which holds good for European
conditions, As a general demand In this
country it I3 wrong because (1) in ow-
skitled trades, auntomobile, textile, coal,
ebe., there ia little wapge discrimination
hetween adult and youth wha do the
samé work; (2) In other industries, de-
manda for tha yowth Bave to be formu-
Iated on the basis of the specific condl
tioma and position. in many of thewo
cagea the slogan “Equal pay for eqiaal
work™ will apply. (3) For ®orkers un-
der 18 years special bours [and therefore
labor performed should be formulabed,

4. On the question of yvouth aaxiliae
les. The theals atates: “A thorough ex-
amination of the functions of Touth aux-
lliarics and the actual activitles of the
existing ones {s needed. If this 18 not
dene, this fmportant part of League ne-
trity will continue to yleld no resalis.”
In other words we do not come ot
agnlnst all auxiliary youth organizations.
dport clubs unifed into the Labor Sports
Unfon, under certain condifions, youth
educational clubs are accepted forms of
auxillaries, What the thesls takes {s-
su® with is the formation of such or-
ganizations as the Youth Iiberators, the
Young Defenders {Youth of the I. L. Iv),
nnd Youth Section of Internatlonal
Workers' Order. These wers formed af-
ter the ¥. (. L. had failed to live up
bt 1ts task: Becoma the cultural centor
and political leader of the youth. Thelr
existenco facllitates the conversiom of
the ¥. . L. Into a youth party.

For example, the youth sectlon of the
I. W. O, states: “We give expression to
the cultoral, athletic and social require
ménts of the youth.” Wio will be af
tracted? Trimarily the youth sympathe-
tle to the Left wing and Communist
movement; children of adult Commgne
lats. These can be won directly to tha
youth league—assuming correct tactica,
organizational methods and leadership,

At the same-time we, the Left Opposl-
tlon youth, should work within these
routh auxiliarles and thereby galn con-

tact with the League members and eyu-
pathizers,

4. On the other polnta ralzed: Work
in the ¥. . L, educatioonl work, inde-
pendent work wherever possible there i
general agreement. The National Youth
Commiites will hove to concretise these
tasks and oulline definite waye of pro-
ceading. ‘The youth comrades will be
callesd upon to aid in this work.

JOSEPH CARKTER.

The Youth Thesis

The future growth of the American
pection of the Left Opposition depends
in & great measure upon our ability to
win the youth to its banner., For this
end woe must understand correctly how
to attract and secure their political and
organizational support. The youth reso-
hation, desplte weaknesses of & minor
character, correctly establishes oar ap-
proach to tbls problem and a svccessful
realizatlon of ita alm. On fundamencsl
approgeh thers ls agreement. Qur task
at the pregent time I8 Lo =el upon o€
practien] solutlon ¢o the problem of win.
ning the youth to our banmer.

At our first conference, over two ood
half years Bago, we signalized our ap-
proach to this problem by asserting that
the task of the youth members In our
ranks, was to work as oppositionists in
the geperal struggle of the Communiat
Left without concentrating on speclfic
youth guestions. We understood corrace-
Iy that during those days our main fask
was the establishoent of the Left Op-
positien In this country, to make known
lta position among the American Com-
munists and to #lnk its roots as an or-
ganlzation. "Bhis continues to e our
task on a much larger acala,

The exigancles of the frst period of
our existence bave passed. Our problems
remain basically the same—but that o
organizalional and political atabllization
bas taken place pobedy can deny. The
American Left Opposition is here Lo siay.
Dur problems today are bromder. Ouor
movement ls much stronger and our fogn-
duatlon iz & golid onwe.

An estimate of onr membership wlil
show that the youth muke up one of its
largest sectlops, They are a vital part
of the organizatlon, and have contributed
o greatl share toward {t8 growth. 1t is,
Loweevr, negegsnry, in view of o changed
slivation, to organize the youth activity
for our younger comrades who can now
devobe their sttention to I, Our ap-
proach is based on the analysis that while
hitherto our younger comrades were not
In a position to devete thedr time and
tnergy to youth activity—that perisd
has ehanged and it is abaolutely urgent
that they particpate In full force in youlh
work.,

The general problams of a theoretienl
mature aod political sphere find & on
animous opluion among all our comrades,
This will help very muoch to facilitate
matters in an orgaoizational sense. But
the most important problem Iz that of
Aoding & form through which our young
comrades can operate. In this precoa-
ference discusalon it is necessary to con-
slder warious propositions. We submit
here, the propesal for the organization
of a perles of youth ¢lubs wherever pos-
Blble throughout the country. We con-
Alder at this moment something tangible
which can ba realized: the organization
of youth eclubs, whose function it will
be to win the Communist youth and
young workers to our ideas and to our
ranks. Theé work In such an organiza-
tlon musf consigt in the main of sduca-
tion, social and sports, If properly un-
derstood and correctly orgpanized this can
successfully be earrled through, It ean
serve as a basls for the advanced idew
of a Communizt Opposition youth move-
ment. The proposal of Spartacus younih
Clubs under the guldance of the organi-
zatlon, unified nationally through ihe of-
forts of our comrades appears to be at
this moment the most logical Btep to
take. In soch organlzations our youlty
comradles must devola thelr maln «fForts,

—A, GLOTZER.
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Maurin and the Catalonian Question

Lu Batglle, grgan of the Catulonjan
Pederdtion, is taking many paios to slow
the Comintern bureaucr:iig that it is
not “Trotskyist’”. 1L iz really 8 need-
lisss work. In reslity, the further the
Hpanish revolution develops, the more
the Catalonlan Federation shows, by s
activity and by the very “original” posi-
tion of lta leaders, that it has wever hud
anythlng in common with the Interno-
tional Left Opposition. Without Intee-
nationnl connections sud without exact
revolotioary perspectives, the Cotalonian
Federation is reduced to gulde Itself by
the sape theorles of its loeal chiefa, in-
capabla of profting by the great lessoons
of the October revolotion and of the
revolationary movement in geoeral. The
declarations by Maurin which we gquote
later on, show what confusion and what
haziness prevails o the miod of these
chapee lénders. In his apeech at  the
Madrid Ateneo, Maurin sald among other
things . “It iz pecessary (o demand Dot
useless Constituent Cortescs, hut a8 rev-
olutionary couvention. We need a deli-
berative and an execotive pssembly with
a commities of public safety.” In cou-
cluding his speech, Maurin sald that “it
is precisely by its national character that
the Spanish revolution will bave a univ-
ersal radiation”, (La Batalla, 6-25-31,)

Maurin and his young disciple, Joedl
Argquer, boast in La Batalla of belng
tndependent of the orders coming either
from the Comintern or from Trotaky,
Ay o aign of independence, Maurin luss
epgaged in copylng servilely ihe voca-
bulary of the bourgeols revolutionists of
the French revolution of 1789, Froam the
lipe of a leader of a Communist organi-
zitlon, this language 18 simply ridicut-
ous, We are convinesd that the revolq-
tiopary workers of the Cotalopian Fod-
eriation who, by their class instinet, take
a direct hand in the spontaneous strug-
gles of the Bpanish proletariat, will mot
take up any of the burlesque language
of their leaders, bat that they will em-
ploy the lnguage of the proletarian rev-
olwtion, that is, of the Octeber revolution,
of the Comintern of Lenin and Trotsky.

Thanks to the extreme weakoess of
the officinl C. I, in Catalonla, the con-
Tusioniat amd Kight wing leadershlp of
Mauwrin atill remalos at the head of tho
most numersus Communist Foderation,
in the most industrinl region of the
vountry, HBut in order to preserve hig
leadership, Maurin wants to  discredit
the “Spanlsh Trotskyists" who are ol-
viousy disconcerting him. Jordi Arguer
I the one charged with this job. In a
sorles of articles in La Batalla, he do-
nounces the “eplgones of Trotsky, the
sowerd of falsifientions™. Not baving the
courage o stAnd up directly apgainst the
ideas developed by Trotsky in his latest
works, he ermndely sttempts o Oipkssa
our Hpanish comrades of the Left Op-
position to Trotaky. “Nin and the othor
Spanigh ‘Trotskylets’ reproach the Catal-
onlan Federation™, he writes, “for having
a false poaition in the Catalonian ques-
flon. Hut they have read Trotsky badly.
Hasu't he written in one of hiz letlers
(the Epanish revolution from day to day )
that ‘in the present stage of developmeni
and with the existing relationship of
eoeinl forces, Catalonian nationalism (s
i progressive revolutionary factor'? Thia
i= how the eplpones of Trotsky falsify
their muster |

The letter by Trotaky which we pub-
lish further on, will prove sufflelently fo
the membera of the Catalonian Federa-
tion that their leaders were not happy
In thelr idea of defending the thnunht-s
of Troisky against his “eplpones”., Iy
will be seen from the firsc part of this
letter  that  the separatlat position ot
Maurln 18 just as far from the Leninist
conception of the natlonal question as
hizs “committes of public eafety"” 1a
from the dictatorship of the proletarlsd
and the Soviets, —AL M.
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fince more on the subject of the timely
questions of the Spanish revolontion,
1. Thus, Maurin, the “leader’ of tha

Perspectives of the American Crisis

1. The writer has considtently atated
hia beliaf that Amerles will recover {rom
this crisis, in the jmmediate. The means
whereby this will be done will apparcot-
Iy ba through a drastle wage-cutting cam-
paign designed to restore the margin of
surplus value to the capitalists. Becausa
of this, the perspectives of inereasing
militaney of strikes and radicalizetion of
the masse are justified, also In the im-
med late,

2 This does noet imply accepting @
perapective of long-time stabillzation for
capitaliam in America, which economic
analysis Indicates to be Improbable, The
long perspective Implied {8 of 1emporary
stabilization on a lower plang, oceom-
panled by further crizes and temporacy
stabilizaiions, with a generally down-
ward trend. The guotalions from AMarx
amd Lenip as to the impossibility of a
permanant crisls in no way exclude such
a process of decline. England sives the
war 18 an example of a generally declin-
Ing capitallsm In the semse meant by
the writer.

3. A long period of years of general
capltalist advance, the opposite of fhe
above perspective, would involve In gen-
eral repetition of the 1923-1920 situa-
tion of slow paralysis of the labor move-
ment. A ahort perlod of advanece, in the
other hand, In which capitalism solves
Ita immediate problems by cotting the
wages of labor, on the contrary, would
ool Invoelve & deadening of labor resist-
ance, but rather an intensification of i
We see thia In the strike and political
getivity today, which would e atill fur-
ther Increased by a wave of wage cuis
beglnning with steel and rallroads, re-

gardless of the "prosperity™ based on
such wage cats.
4. Imperialist conguest of forelgn

markets {5 by no means as immediate

i solotion for capitalism as wage-cut-
ting, Lot will unquestlonal:ly reault from
the intensification of present contradic-
tioms., Owing to the advaneced state of
the general capitalist erigls and the posi-
tion of Ameriea with respect o ihe rest
of the world, imperialist conquest can-
not golve Ameriea’s contradietions for
any long period. To apply the methods
of primitive accumulation of eapital, as
possible in India or China, to solve the
contradictions of a world capitalism in
in advanted atate of dissolutlon ls i3
offer an old man the remedies applicable
to children's dizeases. When peasants
in the maost hackward countries are torn
losa out of & sell-gupperting village
ceonomy into the production of “comma-
dities” for the world market, at n fime
when the world market cannot absord
inereased amounts of raw material, the
naw productlon most displace on equi-
valent supply from  older sources, in
mosat cases fhe United Stales. For thls
resson, we gay Imperlalist conquest of
forelgn moarkets will merely  shife the
geene of Amerfean eapitalist eontradie-
tlong, not lessen their creshing welghi,
All of thiz refers, of course, to the long-
er ontlook over a decade or more. An
imperlalist war by or on behalf of Am-
erlca, with the leological and material

workerz' and peasants’ bloe shares the
peainit of viese of sepuaratizim.  After eec-
tain Dhesltation, he haz resolved himself
ints the Lot wing of petly bourgeods
natiowalism. 1 have already written
rinl Calulonkan petty bouwrgeois nationsl-
immn in the prescni stage = progresaive
But on one condition: that it developd
ita metivity owtside of the ranks of Cown-
munism aud that it 18 alwayas under {ae
blows of Communist eriticlsm, To pee
flt petty bonrgecls natlonallsm to mand-
fest ltself nnder the Communlst mask
means ot the same time to deliver a poer-
Adious Blow fo the proletarian vanguard
and to kill the progressive slgnificance of
petty bourgeois nationalism,

2. Whatl doees the program of separat-
lsm mean? ‘The cconombe and political
dismemberment of Spaln or, o other
words, the trensformation of the Iberlan
penlnsula into a sort of a Balkanle poa-
Insula, with Indepemdent states, divided
by customs barriers with  independens
armies und conducting independent Hig-
peole wars, Of coorse, the zage Mauvip
will say that he doeg not want this, Tiui
progroms bave thelr swn logie, something
Manrin haan't got.

d. Are the workerz and the pensants of
the wvarlous parties of Spaln Interestad

In the economic dismemberment of
Bpaim? In no case, That 18 why, 1o
Identify the declsive struggle for the

right to self<determination with propa-
gandn for separatism, meane-to Aoeom-
plishy a Tatal work, Our program 1s the
Hispanle Federntlon with the indispeos
able malntenance of economic unlty, We
have no Intention of imposing this pro-
Eram upon the oppressed notlonalitios
of the peninawla with the wid of the aros
of the bourgecisie. In this scuse, we
are slncerely for the right to self-de-
termination. If Catalonia separotes, the
Communiat minority of Cotnlonla, ws
well ns ‘of Hpain, will have to conduct
o struggle for Federation,

4. In the Balkans, the olil pre-war goc-
Izl democracy alpeady put forward the
slogan of the democratle Ralkon Fedara-
tion, as the way ont of the madbouse
created by the separated states, Toduwy,
the Communlst slogan In the Balkans
ls the Balkan Hoviet Federotion (by the
way: the Comintern adopted the slogan
of the Ralkan Soviet Federation, but
at the same time it refected this slogaa
for Burope!) Oan we, under thess con-
ditions, make our own the slogan of
the Balkanization of the Spanish Jenlo-
sula¥ Isn't it monstrous?

§. The syndicalists, at least certaln of
thefr leaders, declure that they will Agat
apainst separatism even with arms Io
hand. In this case, the Communista and
the syndicalists wonld find  themselves
on two sldes of the barricides becnuse,
without sharing the separatist illusions,
while criticizing them, on the contrary,
the Communlsts must stand up plillessy
againal the hangmen of imperialls;m and
thelr ayndicalist lackeys.

. Bhonld the petty bourgeolsls sue-
ceed—agalnat the advice and the eritie-
Iam of the Communlsts—iy dlsmembering
Spain, the nepative resnlta of such &
rogime will not take long in manifest-
Ing themselves, The workers and the
peazants of the varlons sectionr of the
peninsuln will speedily  urrive at  this
concluslon: yes, the Comununists wers
right. Buot ihis means pricisely that we
must ol assume g particle of CoE[TL-
bility for Manrin's program.

7. Monatte hopes that the Epanish
syndicalists will create a now “ayndicenl-
st state™, Inatead of this, the Epaniah
friends of Monatle are integrating them-
selves suceessfully Inte the bourgeols
Blate. It is (he story of the luckless
hen who sits on duck's eges. Todar, 1t
Iz very important to follow all that the
Spanish syndicalists aay ond do, Thia
wil open up possibilities for the Left
Opposition In France to deal a harsh
blow to  French anarcho-syndicallsm.
One cannot doubt for a single Instant
that under the revolutionary conditions
the annrcho-syndicaliata will discredit
themselves at every step,

The gifted iden of rhe syodicallsts con-
slsts of controlling the Cortes without
particpating in it! To employ revolu.
tionary violence, to fight for power, io
selze the power—all this iz not permit-
ted. In itz plaee, they recommend thz
“eontrol”™ of the bonrgeoisle whish s In
power. A magnificent pletnee: the bonr-
peaisic takes it breskfast, it lunches, 1t
dines, and the proletarint led by the
syndlealists “control™ these operations—
on an emply stomach.

—IL. TROTEKY,
Kadikoy, July 13, 1981

preparations which it Implies, cannot L
accomplished owernight, and is not the
fmmediate answer fo the present erlg
af eapfTMism.

Rather do we expect such an Imperial-
ist war to break cout in (he courze of
the long deownward trend after a recov-
ery from the present crisis, as an expred-
siom of the fact that contraddictions hava
become even more acute than at pre-
.‘bl_'_'!'lt. Sach a situation, superposing the
politieal erisis of an imperialist war an
top of a seriea of economle crlses of -
crensing  noutencess, will pose the ques-
thon of the =ocinl revolution in all ils
torce, and will test the ability of the
enbjective fnetors of revolutlovary leader-
ship fo cope with the objectlve sitoatlon
thin presented.

==I3. J, FIELINL
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