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youth notes

OUR YOUTH THESIS

The August 15th issue of the Militant
contnined the thesis on the youth ques-
tion propoesed for our pre-<conference -
cussion by the Natlonal Youlh Commitiee
and the Natiopal Commiltee. Ta date
we have had only one discussion article

1t.
nnwmt do the other youth comrades
think about the thesis? Is it adequate?
Are we oo modest 1o our proposed sleps?

How about the adualt grmrades? Are
they frankly disinterested? or perhaps
gkeptical about all vouth work?

Both youth and adalf pomendes should
gend critical articles on the theais to
the Militant. In this way the coming
Copference will be in a betber posltion
to make plans for our netivily among tha

young workers.

THE Y. (. L.

The Young Communist League districts
are again making plans, This decision
was arrived at following the letter of
the Y. (. L. to its sixth Convention which
apparently served a3 a substitute {.1} fop
an youth thesis, It makes one girk to
read this letter (Young Worker—8-31-31).

Opce agaln we hear about ™ ‘Laft" and
Right deviations”, “fallure to" do this,
that and the other thing, ineorrect lead-
arship, “we must”, ete, ete. It 1s an
identical repetition of the Y. C. 1. let-
ters of the last few years. The pro-
posals are the same, For exampla: "T_‘tua
sarm chalr’ system of work, the maoking
up of unpractical bureaucratic plans af
work must be done away with, At the
game time it ts necessary to declsively
remove from the leadership those ale-
ments that have beoome arenterntie aond
are Incapable d&f struggling In practise

for the line of the ¥. C. 1! A novel
suggestlon Indeed !

Everyone was frightened. Some EES
tricts started “plans” without fgures!

The Chiengo district put for itself the
goal, among nomerous other things, od
150 new members In  the next thres
montls, The N, E. C. criticized this as
foo modest, I the number 13 substani-
fnlly Increased nt least one blessing will
result; The members of the N. E, C. will
not function in the Chicago district!

weither the Y. (. I. letter mnor fhe
Chicago district plan says ag much as
one word on the need of the education
of the youth Inside and outside the
League !

Our youth comrades especially 1n New
Yark and Chicago shouald get busy
Hpeak to the Lesguers: organize them
{nto study groups in Communism, youth
problems, or the platform of the Left
Oppositlon. —J 8 .

What IS International Youth
Day?

What is International Youth Day?

The “El Obrero Del Carlbe”™, official
organ of the Carrlbean aub-committes of
the Latln American Trade Unlon Federa-
tlon (afMliated to the R, 1. L. U.), re-
plies:

“Pha Gth of September, 1514, one month
after the commencement of the war, the
revolutionary socialist youth held a con
forence In Switzerland with the particl-
patlon of Licbknecht, Russian Baolshavik
representatives, and other revolationiats,
who in face of the treason of the social
democraey, set themselves the need of
mobilizing the youth in the strugzle
agnlpst war and Jmperialism, for tho
revolutlonary stroggle agninst capitalizm.
Binee then, this date has been dedicated
by the internatlonal proletarlat to the
vouth, having been converted into Imtes-
natlonal Youth Day”. (August 1, 1831).

Can one belleve hiz eyes? Can this
appear in o press edited by Communista®
How oan this be explained?

But wait,—let us plek up the Dally
Worker of September 2. In the leading
editorial entitled, “September &—TYouth
Day", we read:

wihe gaunbversary of the founding of
the Young Communist Imternatlonal oun
September &, 1010, 18 a ftting time to
gharply point out the shortcomings of the
whole revolutionary movemeént In neg-
lecting the task of winning the working
clazs youth to their own class side of
the clngs strugegle and to inltlate an ¢o-
ergetle correction of this remnant of op-

portunist blindness toward youth pro-
blema." !
gp' In Latin Ameériea, the proletarian

youth celebrate Indernational Youth Day
A8 an anniversary of a meeting of soc-
ialist vouth on the &th of September,
1914, In Switzerland, while the “Diaily™
ealls upon them to demonstrate for the
game holiday but as “an anolversary of
the founding of the Young Communist In-
ternational on September 8, 1818" in
Berlin!

And such ignoramuees head the Com-
munist movement! ‘The most elementary
knowledge of Communist youth histery
would suffice for one to know, that:

The conference of the sociallst youth
took place at Berne, Switzerland, April
1915, while Karl Liebknecht was In
prison.

At that time, the first Sunday of every
Boptember was established as Interna-
tional Youth Day. Why the Sth, o Tuos-
day, was picked this year, iz hardly ox-
plainable,

The Young Communist International
was founded, not on September 8, 1010,
hit in November 1018,

After this nothing they say can sur-
prise ue!

—JOSEPH CARTER.

The Question of

In the front ranks of the recent
gtruggle of the Pennsylvanie and Oblo
conl miners was the proletarinn youth,
Om the picket line, on the pit commit-
tecs, in the locals and on the General
Exeeutive Board, dhe young miners weres
playing active and leading roles. By
their presence and Iotegral parilcipa-
thom, the strike was assured of heroic
militancy, determined batiles, lron-clad
solldarlty,

This & by no means An nnoamal o
curence, Blocé the world war, pracik
cally every blg struggle of the workers
has found the youth plaFlog an Impor-
tant and even declslve part Witness
the steel strike of 1018, the FPassale
gtrike, MNew Bedford, the New York
oeedle trades, Fall Itlver, and Gastonia,

To understand the part that yourh
playa in the class struggle, ks problems
and needs; how [t I8 to be atiracted in
greater numbers to revolutlonary unfom-
fame; how to win It for Communlam-—
thess require careful and delibarats
etudy, Eefore this is done, one can
bardly expect much organizational Te-
sults from the spontansous militancy
aof the young workers.

Eoch a study in order to by of real
value, should begin with o statement
and sxamination of the most recent atal-
[=fica on the youth In Industry, discoss
the speclfic problems of the young work-
er, narrabte some of the experlences In
the organizatlon of the youth and sam-
marlze by ataling the general tendencles
of the development of rFouth In Ilndos-
trr — its numerleal strength, strategic
Importancs, growth er dimunltfon of
special Fouth probleras.

A recent attempt to faolfll this nesd
falls short of the mark. ("Youth in In-
dustry™ by Grace Huotchins, Toternation-
8l Pamphlets.)

Most of the statlstles deed are taken
from the 1030 sensus. Although haviog
soma Tvialus for one who bas never look-
ad Into the question, they are of Hitla
valup for thosa whoe want to answsr the
points raleed abowve. That is, for +he
practical youth organizers of today. Tha
author trles to overcome this Alfculty
by referring to the Incroased mechanisa-
tion procesa, the growlog speed-up and
the general tendency towards the almpll-
fleatlon and intensification of the mdus
trial procass, which requires an {uereas-
Ing employment of youory, virlle freah
labor power. ‘This means the growlsg
miportancéa of youth In indostry,

Iowever, and this {s of uitmost Im-
portance, the nomerical inerense of tho
youth In Industry s accompanied by &
decrease of the speelal youth problomas.
Whereas formerly (and It i8 important
to substantiate thils statistically) the
roung workers wora primarlly appren-
ticem, und belpers, that {3, had a specific

Youth in Industry

economle position, today they are lo the

overwhelming majorlty o the less lltllln-l

ed industrica. Still more. In Industries
such as coal, the youth formerly were
to a large extent engaged lo auxlliary
work—ontalde the mine ltself; today a
largs sectlon, H not a majority, (the
latter has still to be determined statle
tically), of the ydung ‘winers do MW
glde work. From this we can conclude
that the tendsncy at work Is that of re-
dating the problem of the proleiarias
youth to that of the gemeral unskilled
worker. Thiy Is seen In the textlls,
antomobils, metal as well as the coal
Industry mentioned above.

Youth sconomie demands are belog e
duced conslderably. They arlas not
from the sepeclal economle position of
youth In Industry, but rather from thelr
physteal and paychologleal characterls-
tlee. Ths physlcal and mental lermator-
ity of the young worker under 18, aad
sapeclally uoder 18, calls for the lsw
ance of such demands as: Establishmeng
of work schoola in factorles; abolitlon
of night work; an anouoal foor weslss
vacatlon with pay; abolltlon of chil
labor under 14 with state support of
these at present umemployed and similar
demands which mey arise under speciBe
conditions. The demand for a siz-hou:
day with no reduction in pay, (which the
Partr and ¥, C L| call a stagger aye
tem when Lssued for all workers), Le
etill a slogan of the yoong Commuonled
Loagae. For us, i jg a demand for the
entire working class including the youth

The above are also the political de-
maends of the yoong Communists, that i=
demands of the capitallst state. Added te
this, is the Jemand for the right to rote
for youth of 18 or more. They are
applied as Immediste (pdostrial 4«
manda when the conerete sitnatlon re-
quirea it. At the sameé tme the mors
goneral demands of the workers (soclal
Insurance, Negro egqualiiy) are propag-
ated smong the vouth.

The meaning and importance of youth
sectlonas of unlons is hardly mentloned
while the strength of fhe bourgeola youtl
organizations are glven, whose of the
petty bourgeols gnes, which although not
Influential, are by no means uanlmpor-
tant. The Youth League for Reconeilia-
tion the Young Peoples’ Soclalist League
ere., are not as much as mentioned.

In symmary, It can be sald that the
pamphlet has little valos, elther statis-
tically, or as a substantial factual gulde
for youth policies and sctivitles. It
talls upon the youth of the Left Oppost-
tlon 10 make the necessary stody of the
problems of youth 1m industry and to
dravw the proper tactlesl conclusions. The
sooner thiz tagk 13 accomplished, the
greater will ba the possibilities for the
growth of the Commanist yvouth.

our tasks

The youth members of the Left Op-
psition must realize that big responsi-
Dilities rest upon their shoulders, They
must understand what their daties nree
and what the Opposition expects from
them. The fact that they are members
of the Left Opposition implies that they
wlready undérstand the historic role that
the Opposition must play in the Com-
munist movement in returning It to the
road of Marxism. They understand that
for this is necesary the ereatlon of Marx-
izm ewidres. How ecan our young OO0n-
rades mould themselves into these cadl-
res? How ean they traln themselves for
the blg tasks which they know will con-
front them?

The first thing they must understand
s that thelr tralning for leadership in
the Communist movement 5 nof a mat-
ter merely of personal desire bat a see-
lous obligation to the organization. All
vouth comrades must strive towards fit-
ting themselves for leadership.  Secomd-
Iy, they must participate in the petivities
of the arganization and In the movement
gencrally pnder its dircctlon, Thirdly
they must engage In intesslve study of
Marxism and Leninlsm, that ls  equip
themaclves with the weapons of revolu-
tlonary Enowledge.

Im the past the education of our youth
comrades has been left  too much fo
chance. There is no doubt that our
comrades have learned much and ad-
vanced themselves considerably 1o the
e that they kava been in the Left
Opposition. The serioas  participation
in nll the activities of the Oppozitlun
largely assures this, Jut thiz i3 not suf-
flefent, Hetter progress could be made,
particularly In the sphere of theoretical
knowledge, If a systematic supervision
of the educstion of the youth comrades
were Introduaced.

In my opinion, this function =hould be
placed in the hands of the Nationasl
Youth Committes,. What would be its
dutles im this relation? Fiesi, it wonld
have to protect, so0 to speak, the oppor-
tenities of the young comeades for cdun-
cation, It must prevent that all routine
work be heaped on the yonng eomrades
g that they are left insuflicient time for
stady. Becondly, it must claborate an
axtremely comprehensive course of stady,
Thirdly, it muost demand regular ac-
counting from each comrade as to the
progress being made.  Finally, 18 must
he responaible for furnishing all docu-
ments aml books necessary  in Ccases

where comrades cannot afford to buy
them.

This work must begin  Immediataly
after the Natlonmal Confercnce,

GEORIGE MAY.
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OIN THF RANKS OF THE PARTY:

The Startling Turnover in the Party

One of onr party comrades has sent
us a copy of the bulletin issued by the
wew VYork disteiet of the party for a
“Phree Months' Plan of Work™ issued
July 1, 1931, Bince the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy In the Hossian party, after pav-
ing pgrudgingly adopted the essentinl
arguments of the Left Oppositlon for a
sygtematic plan in economy, and haviug
been taken completely by surprise by the
successes of planned economy which were
totally unexpected by them, a veritable
mania for “plans” has swept over every
party in the Comintern. One year plans,
six months' plans, three months' plans,
three days’ plans—all of them are ad-
opied, sdvertised hysterkcally, driven at
fewer pitch and—having been buread-
eratically conceived and burenucratically
execiied—iheyr are brogght to o "auccess-
ful conclusion” in the columps of “self-
gritlciam"” in the party press, where the
appointed leaders seck to prove that the
plans was indeed a good one, only the
membership did not earry it out proper-
ly. Mever do these consclenceless offl-
clals sndenvor fo make an honest effort
to explain to the party members why
they have suck a miserable récord to
chalk up for thelr regime. A cies In
point, which apeaks elwguently and
tragically about the state of afalrs in
the party, is cotnaloed in “Attached Ma-
terial: Fluetuation of the Memberahip”
which Iz appended to the bulletln rafr-
red to above, We quote the opening
paragraph :

The Sharp Decline

“Since January 1, 1830, when all of
the old membership books had to be
exchanged for new ones, the New Tork
District issued about 600 books. The
numbar of new membership books mada
ottt in the District and not glven ont 1o
the new members by the Sectlons for
one reason or another, amounts to alx
hundred, duplleate membership books,
about 200, altogether about S0, This
menng that we actuslly gave ouwt 5,200
momberahip books durlng the peried of
Januwary 1930 to June 1, 1831, Today we
have in the party not more than 3000
members, In other words, about 2,200
workers left the party in the period of
17T months.,” {Jur emphasis.)

It a discount ls made for bureageratlc
figure-fupgling and for passive members,
the number of 3000 memnbera would
dombilessly be even smaller. But assuin-
Ing that thers are 3,000 members In the
district, then we are fnvoluniarily given
& crushing Indlctment of the whole lead-
erahip, for Mew York Is where all the

stateamen of the reglme are concenrtated,

whers the bulk of its machinery, press
and apparatus is concenirated. In the
days of the “prosperity”, of the “bour-
geoisiteatlon of the workers™, the Now
York district had some 3000 members.
Today, in the period of “réevoluticanry
upsurge’” of “mass radicalizaifon”, of
the “third peried”, the principal district
of the party has not one sevions advance
in membership to record! Worse yet:
instead of merely having stood silll and
gained no members, i Yould appear that
hoodreds upon hundreds (a minimom of
2.000) workers made thelr way towards
Communism and the Commhunlst party
in the last 17 months, but so radieally
wrong was “sémething” In the party,
that these 2,200 hardly remained in It
long cnough to pay thelr Arst montha
dues.

The bulletin glves 13
this calmltows situation. The fAret ooDe
iz highly sigaificant: “1. We falled to
explain 40 the workers who made ot
appliciation cards what the Commuondst
party iz, what it stands for” How s
this poasible? Who were these workers
who joined the Q. I withoot know efther
what it 13 or what it stands for? Where
did they e¢ome feom? Who fooled thoem
into signing a card about whose sigoif-
cance they «ld not have the groggliost
notion? (We have no deubt that in the
coursas of one of the “plans') during
one of the tragi-comiec burlesques mis-
named “socialist competition,” somea of
the harassed party comradea simply
plcked up new “applleants” by the yard,
withont either party to the bargaln
knowing mueh aboot what was up and
probuably ot earing much, elther. But
gurely that cannot aceount for the mem-
bership dropping in 18 montha Hke a
bullet-riddied’ bird. Nor can all of
the other 12 “reasons”—all of them are
typleal of the officlil's contempiible en-
deavor to  blame everything on the
“ronks"—even If put together, wecount
for the fall.

The Roots of the Evil

We believe the causes e elzsewhera
In the first place, # is a warning pun-
ishment of the party for the false pol-
icies of its leaders, The stifling, mechan-
leal atmosphere In the party makes 2
healthy discussion of polices illegal for
the memhers. They are obviously voting
“with thelr fest" arainst fhe wisdom of
Browder, Foster and Co. Despondent mnd
disconraged, they seek the sasieat way out
of the swamp of defeats, blondets, loas
of prestige and influence Into which the
lendership’s wrong conrse I8 constantly
pulling them. In the second place and

"remsons” for

Ingeparably conpected  with  fhe  firsl
cause, ig the Infternal regime of parcty
bureauvcracy, the Stallnist translation of
party demoeracy. We have sald o hun-
dred times and we repeat: the worker
does not feel at bome In hiz own party.
Lat him say a word of criticism direcied
at anyone but the lowest official, at any-
thing but the lenst important ltem in
the “party line", and he will wake up
outaide the party with a fecling as if o
ton of brleks had hit him on the head,
At best he will be tolerated tn his unit
only in the npeomfortable atmoaphere of
glaring looks from the sectlon organizer,
sneering eritlelsm from  some agit-prop
flunkey with the constant threat of Con-
trol  Commission ioguoisifors  hanging
over bis hend. Only the greatest devo-
tlon to Communism, to its principles, to
itz wictory in the Soviet Unlon keeps the
party member inside the ranks In spite
of this state of affairs. DBut it doea not
keep all of them. The buresucrats very
“planfally” drive thousands away as
with o metal-tipped acourge.

The astounding, almost uonbeligvable
decline In the New York district—unmia-
takably typical of what must be a worse
sltuation in the less fortunately situsted
districts—is a signal whose warning note
can be [gnored only by the totally deat
and hopeless, The drop has oceurred o
a peried of favorable opportunities for
extengive growlh, the llke of which the
Amerfenn Communist movemnt has rare-
Iy it ever seen before. What policles is
the party pursuing that they produce
such catastrophic resulte? What regime
curses the parity that drives thousands
ot of it? What sort of a leadership has
been inflicted upon the party which, in
the face of such “victorles™, does not
come humbly to the membership and ask
to be removed from office as hopelessiy
incompetent, which—even were it called
upon to render an accounting of s
stewardship=—would look with contempr
amd amusement upon the impudent fol-
lowers who presume to guestion the auth-

ority of the inviolable idels consecrated
by Btalln himaelf?
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Struggle of the Boston Shoeworkers

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1931

I T—

BOSTON—

From ihe time of the hig strike up
till Imat Jume, the shie workers just qe-
copted ane wage cut after another with-
oul nny resistance, in the abaence of any
leadership eapable of leading them  in
atrnzgle, The T. U. T L. 8hoe workers'
group kept up itz ofice on Washington
sireet, =ntizfed to maintain itself ps A
revolutlonary “anion™ with  its  twelve
atalwarts. A lot of talk still went oo,
how to orgonize the wunorgaulezed?  Hut
no definite plans of approach to the work-
ers wias laid down by the T, U, 17, L.

June 7, a conference was Called by
the Cutters’ local in Lynn, a section of
the old United Bhoe Workera. All crafta
i the industry were iovited with e
puvpozse of diseussing ways and meavs
of organizing o New England shoe work-
erd union. Owver seventy rank amd nile
dolepntes attended. The initiators of the
couferemce had made no  prepavations,
They only propesed one question (a7 dls-
Cussion: when and how to ¢all a brmuler
conferense. The T. U. 1L L. delegates
had an opportunity to  bring  forward
thelr program of action, BEvery single
o of the T U, U, L. repréesentatives
gpoke and all the delegates pesponded
assentingly. The conference committes
wia enlarged and three T, U, T, L. mem-
berz were added to it. The situation
was full of promise for the building of
a union on militant premises, despite of
the few fakers that were behind the
move, such as Meed,

The second conferance took place June
], in Boston. The T. U. U, L. group
came to (e meet with o definlte stand :
Either to bring about a nalted front un-
der the upeonditional leadership of the
T. U. UL T. or ¢lse to beave the confer
enee, At o time when the shoe workers
ware eager to hear what any group has
to propose to them o eelation with ther
vonditions, the wage culs, efc, the pariy
and Left wing forces made the main fx-
sue: Blanket endorsement of the T, 10,
11, I. and a guarantesd acceptance of its
teadership.

The party had concentrated all s
forees for the conferomes. As zoon ns it
became evident, that in this mannkr, the
Left wing was in control of a majority,
the leaders of the T. 1N . L. group
opened fire against the lendership of the

A Picture of the

Tann Cutters prouge, MeCpey gmd ofher
members of the rank and Hle Confer-
ence Committee, whoe were not meumbers
or sympathizers of the T. U7, T 1, Only
n few remained, to answer the denameia-
tlons of the party moad T 00, U, T, legd-
ers agninst thelr group, These also left,
later on.  The eonference then clected a
committes of fifteen to coll a huge con-
ference for Angust 15, to orgonize ihe
Bhoe and Leatler  Workers'  Industrial
Union. One meoting of this commjries
Wis J'l-:'!tllﬂ”:,' helil, whielh was @t the
sqme time the first and the lazf, The
orgnnization Conference mever took place
and the T, 1. 17, L. Bhoe workers' group
slunk back into lia f=zolatienist snopness,

The Lynn Cutlers reorganized their
locil into the National Shoe Cofters Tn-
lon. They have led g numiber of strikes
in Lyon. In Doston, they have a groat
following among the cudfters, as well as
In other shoe towns, The leadership of
thiz union is conservative, entrenchod in
the ald eraflt goion Ideolosy.,  The shoe
workers have little to expoct from them
in their strugele to better thair condl-
tions. Al through their Hitle atrikes,
at the meetings in which e workers ag-
sembled, nowhere has the volee of ithe
Left wing been rolsed,

In the shoe industry, the Taoft wing

mod the T T T 1. are once again ot
the bottom of (he ladder. The work
mugt be begun all anew, First of all,

the policy of mechanical comtrol of *he
party lepdership of the T, U7, 17, T. must
bé rejected.  Mueh has been said in party
clreles of lafte in this directlon, bat noeth-
Ing has actuslly been hegun to bring
about a change in  actoal  procedors.
Secondly, the Lemdnist uniled front famee
tic, the tactle of uniting all the workers
in action while Imposing merciless orbtle-
Ism In the course of strogele upon the
temporary reformist allics, so that all
workers Invelved may =ee with their own
eyes whoe iheir real friends are—this
tactic must be revived immedintely, in
the shoe industry as well as fn all the
other trade unlon work. Only on such
& bagiz can the organization of the shoe
workers he effected, only in this way
can they be led into militant strugele
nnder revolutionary leadership,

—HEHOE WORKER.

Party’s Inner Life

*

The politienl 1ife in ouar unlis 5 very
dull, Sometimes, something Aares up in
the form of a Sceofisboro case, a miners'
atrike. But whatever it iz, it seems that
wie are divided by something llke a “no
man's land™ from the real currents of
politieal and trade oandon life of the
country. For example, durlng the minera'
girike, we heard from pop unit leader-
ahip that “the beroic strike of the min-
“Fs angainst starvation muet be  won
How? By throwlng all oor forces into
the sirike, by ballding the N, M. 17, by
helping the W. 1. R. in ils relief work,
by exposing the “social-fascist™ Muste.
ites, socinlists, ate. DBut when it came
to the question of how to cxpose them,
wia heard again that we muost do it by
budbfing the 0 1. U, 1. and the N, M.
1., by helping the W. I. R., elc.—a sort
of a viclous artlcle out of which the
party does not scem o be able to issue,
and from which it will not izsue uwnill
that artificial, anti-Leninist fsolation
from the masses, kept up for the sake
of the “third peelod™, “soclal fascism'™,
“demogratic dictatorship™ and the rest
of the apell-binding onteries on the moon,
Iz done away with,

Fapecially do things becomes bad when
the top kicks of the unlt tey to coneeal
the fact of our defeat Iln the coal strike,
When it came to the reorganization on
ithe basis of the “thres months' plan™,
it waa ztill worse. There and then the
buregueratic attitnde of our  lemdership
ghowedl itself up. The time for the ro-
port on the very complicated questions
involved, waos given between 15 and 20
minwtes, time for gquestions and disens-
siom about 40, and all of this at the end
of a Hfcless, tiresome mecting flled with
rouating work, when evéryonie wanted (o
ot out as soon a3 posslble, As it was
atafed even in the parly bulletin: “The
low political level of the units, the mech-
anleal discussions without any prepara-
tioma, drive away very large nombers of
workers.” At the next mecting, another
tople for “dizcussion”. Perhaps the dis-
trict office is working on  the “threc
months' plan”, but for our undt it remming
Chinese, with the exception of one Chin-
cae comrade, for whom it remalne Greck,

This and Innumerable other bureaucry-
tle attitudes at the top waturally give
rise to smaller burcavncrais at the bof-
tom, which, agnin as expresed by the
party bulletin for members, s “oppor-
tunist uod sectarian decision of the unit
burenn”, “bureavcratic attitude of the
leadership In the unit™ and so on.

In the draft of the three months' plan
of work ending July 1, a thounsand and
one faflore: were enumerated and not
onp real reason givem cxcept opn the
gtyle of “self-criticism™ with which wa
bhave had sueh bad experience. Bub it
is ensy to see that the questions: “Why
are we continually falllng? Why do we
meet with one major defest after ang-
ather? Why did we lose 2,200 members
in 17 months in the New York district
alone?"—are forcing themselves on thoge
of the party members who really want
10 koow what is wrong fundamentally
and who cannot be satisfied with the hot
air of the "third period” cxplanations,

Eapeclally iz thiz gtate of mind be-
coming evident with the reslstance the
turcauncrats met with In some of
the unlts when they tried to glve the

official explanation of our defeats in the

peedle trades strike amd laler on, in the
coal strlke. And that i a hopeful slzn
in itself.

—A PARTY MEMIEL

How Articles «Happen» to
Be Written

Readers of the Daily Worker may e
call that a few weeks ago an articla
appeared by a certain Frankfeld, one
of the lesser wheelhorses in the appae-
atos who is now “building™ the party
in Chirags. In the article, thers wero
some revoltingly venomous attneks maails
upaen the Left Opposition, and also a
little “self-criticism™ in which the author
very thoroughly revealed that he has
made nothiog but mistakes and has been
flagrantly incompetent and ignovant—up
to the time of writing the artiele. Tho
manner in which fhese twa sides of the
article were combined, and the Insane
fury with which the “Trot=kyisis=" were
asgailed, wepe pood cause even then oo
suspect that more was rolten thon ap-
peared on the surface. Now, we recelve
# latter explaining it all from a thor-
ouphly reliable Chicago correspomdent :

It appears that thisz ssme  person,
Frankfeld, appeared one evening in the
pirty bookstore, considerably the worse
for an unsuecessful bout with Mr, Cap-
one's principal commodity, Eeing usual-
Iy more logoecious and frank in  this
state, Frankfeld proceeded to prononnce
himself gz follows: “Whoe was right on
the Chinese situation? None other than
Trotsky, Who was right on the Spanlsh
situation? None other than ‘Trotsky,
And who is the one thalt can turn out
correct theses on  Trotskyism? Why,
noe other than me, Fraokfeld." This
eynleal hypoerisy aroused a Lesgue D
E. . member, who later brought charges
agalnst the party organkzor, Gebert for
barboring o “Trotskyist™ on the district
committée. The charges were finally
dismissed and Frankfeld was whitewnsh-
ed. Ihat ona of the condittons for the
cont of kalzomine woas, evidently, that
he degrade himself a few more notches,
This is the task he accomplshed with
awch akill in his Dally Worker artlele,
He probably figures that he pot o
lghtly.

F. 8. The comrades who brought the
charges has subsequently been expelled
from the League himself! No comment!

L X. I IN NEW Y0ORK

Almost siz hundred demonstrators par-
titlp&'tl‘.l;l in the I, Y, I porade held ey
the Young Communist Léagne in New
York, Of these, more than half  svere
adult workers, The party had ealled o
its various meetings In the city, and its
members were 4old to particlpate in the
League's demoncstration, Prom  (his we
can easlly sep that the Lengue, which
claims three hundred or more members
In New York, did not sueceed in mobil-
izlng the youth against capitalise militar.
lsm and war.

The singing and eheering of the demon-
atrators, which was very poorly organ-
Ized, was none too enthusiastic. Our 0wy
small group of young Opposition eop-
rades who particiuated In the parade
cheered and sang heartily.




