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DISCUSSION ARTICLES

fore be incorrect (o speak of prospects af
American capitalism overcoming its crisis
merely on the basis of the process of
Tomness cyeles operating in the home
market. This would entirely ignore the

[the ralief campaign, *“brought to &
head™ by the 1. W. W.) as a godsend.”
Why not mdd that fhe party srole all
the maeney and thus pound out the stosy
that all its cnomies have told?

Contradictions of the Agrarian Crisis

The agrarian erisls presents itsell as
o blending of the contradiciions of ®

capitalist productivn is the constant in-

A Reply to the Discussion

It must be admitted that the confer-
ence digeussion material bag ylelded very
little either in the way of positive sup-
plement to the draft thesis of the No-
thonal Committes or criticism of it The
absence of wany serions attacks on ifs
main conclusions—although some of them
represent o distinet and original contri-
bution of the Left Opposition and are
presénted In the American movemeant for
the firat time—muoy be taken as an io-
diation of the general support of the
organization for the propositions of the
MNational Committes and a forecast of
the action of the Conference in regand
to them.

Our draft has been submitted to an
international discossion, and a beneflcial
criticiam from that source i3 not yel ex-
cluded. DBut In the ranks of our own
national secction the estimation of the
problems and the tasks formulated by
the Natlonal Committes bave not  yet
been suceessfully assailed. Crities of the
Mational Committes are nod lacking, bat
their contributions do not go to the roots
of the new Issues. They cttempt elther
to revive questions long setiled in our
ronks or to gbacore the main questions
with suparfeial qoibbles over minor
pointa.

A Diseredited Ides

Comrides Rose and Carter are tho
rightful representatives of thess tenden-
gles, In their dlscossion articlea they
only recapitulata the aititude and poiosl
of view they have constantly maintained
against the Natlonal Committes, Sinee
the eonflicting positlons cannot be re-
conciled—and  they cannof e Decause
they have nothing in  common—nothing
rémitins but for the Natlenol Conference
gy pronounce g Judﬁﬂhil}tll on them auod
end the dispules. Here 1 wish only to
make a few remarks on the critical ar-
ticles of the comrades mentioned and (o
explain opee mors why we still hotd to
the views we have maintained agalnst
them.

Comrads Rose renews his long-standing
fend with ws on three wery Imporiant
questlons: On the evaluation of the his
tory of the party; on the present atatus
and the perspectives of the party; amd
on the attitode of the Left Opposltlon
townrgd the party. With us as well as
with comreade Hose all three of these
nuestions are intertwined and, alse o
gnch case, the conclusions have a syatem.
atic character. They are muiually ¢x-
culsive and cannot be joined together,
Oar first Conferenee more than two yearsy
ago spoke very declsively on these poinis,
In pur opinion the Becond Conference
should reaffirm the judgment and put «
peried to contentlons over themn,

Comrade Hose's first fault, from Which
the othera fow, Iz his grossly distosted
view of the history of the party. This
is not without valld reasons. During ali
the years of the party’s formative perlod
and Its emergence as a dypamic facter
in the class siruggle at the head of the
conscious workers" movement he stood
aside from the parly and took no part
In the making of Its history, Ie learncd
about the party from the scandal sheets
and kitchen-gossip of ita enemies. On
that basis he serves up an sccount and
interpretation of the party’s past that
bears wvery little relation to actual fact.
And in part, by the concesslons e eons
tinually makes to the standpoint of the
anti-party sects who still hold bhim as a
captive, his exposition of purty history
i somewhat provocitive,

If it wos a mistake In the first place
to organize the pariy, if It was wrong
te belong to the party sinee its founda-
tlon, If the circles of word-radicalizm
which conduected a venomons fight apainst
the party since its inception were porrect
—If all this were o, comrade Rose,'s
approach to the question would bave
a certnin justification. Needless Lo say
we do not share such a view nor the
conclusions deriving from It.

Distorted History

Take o few pamples of comrade Roae's
history at random: In each Instapce wio
find them to b distorted, one-aided and
false, “The natlve proletarian elements

, round the I. W. W. were at first
neglected by this rising movement™ {the
party}. But thiz is presonted as solely
the fault of the as yet groping nod
inexperienced party. The resctionary
course of the 1. W. W. leaders In fom-
enting ontagonism to the Communist
movement—amd this was the really dde-
cialve element in the situation—Is et
put of sccount, Filnally, he says, thora
came an appeal to the 1. W. W. from the
Communlst Interpational “over the heads
of the American Communist leadership
Mot mo. It was the lelegniion of the
party to the Comintern that drafted the
appeal and the whole party supported
it.

Comrade Rose speaks of party meim-
bers “sent In ‘to capture or destroy the
I. W. W.'" Who were they and when
waa auch an instroction ever given out
by the party? We read about it in the
I W. W. papers In thelr campaign to
poison thelr members pgainst Commun-
fzm, and nowhere elwe. Iy such erlti:-
fems of the party comrade Kose oniy
guccecds In giving away his sources of
information about if.

We have always been
impreasion  that  the Fassaic
was A landmark In party develop-
ment, that §t was handled om &
natlonal seale with conalderable skfll
and that It signalized the parcky's Bup-
romacy In the radical labor movemend.
But what does comrade Hose sce in this
event? He sess “the slowncss of the
party leadership to aeccept the gage of
battle"—gome of Welsbord's absurd gosa-
glp retalled five yeara later to glorify
himself. Apaln: “The collectiva, party
wisdom could find no better road then
to by nd over these workera bag and bag-

under the
atrike

sace to the A, F. of 1. fakers, to diz-
slpate mod  demornlize.” What iz this
but I. W, W. chatter, later repeated by
Browder and similare to justify the
“tuwrn" of the “thlird perlod™? So far
from repudiating the course of the party
in the PPassalec strike—taking It as a
whole, we mean, not denying or jostify-
ing ceclaln errors—the Lelt Opposition
has alwoys mueintained that the pany
must go back and appropriate some of its
fruitful experiencesz. If you will srop
for a momeot to compare Pasaale with
the present atrategy In  Paterson you
ought to see the force of this opinion.

One more example: In our plotform
adopted at the First Conferefe: we guve
a review of the mine atrike of I19E7-28
and the subzeguent developments. Wa
did not gpare criticlsm of the party er-
rara In the whole eampalgn for we hoad
waped a heated struggle over them i
the party. But comrade Rose seea only
the husk of the nut; the kernel cscaped
im altogether. e lamenta the “Bave
the Unien™ movement as  “the famovs
movement of uonpleasant memorkes',
Itut, my dear friend, the “Beve the Un-
lon"® movement wns the [nstroment
through which the party came to head
a huge mass movement of miners for
the first time. It is troe enoogh that the
party leadership of the present day is
turning its back on all that rich exper]-
chee amnd on the methods which, in splie
of all the errors, ylelded soch great re-
snlta. But why should we emulate them?
On the conlrary we are hammering them
nearly every week in the Milltant for a
policy which borrows much from the ax
ample of the “Bave the Uglon" move-
ment, making allowanee of coorse for
the nitered conditions,

Repeating Slander

Here again cotnrade Rose glves a pro-
minenee to the I. 'W. W. oat of all pro-
poriion to thelr actual merita while le
belittles the achievements of the pariy.
Accorling to him the opational miners®
relief campaign led by the party “grew
put™ of the I W, W. strike In Colorado.
Mothing of the aort. The rellef campaign
was organized months before and was
based on the Peonsylvanin-Ohbloe sirike.
The later entrance of the I. W, W. inio
the relief sltoation as a result of the
Colorade strlke only served to moddle
the situnlion and polson the atmosphes
with reactionary slander about misap-
propriation of fonds.

Such an aecount of the affalr as com-
rade Rose offera la false o the ecore,
nnd provoeative as will. You will neaver
get the Left Oppoaltion to accept the
I .W. W. verzsion of party history. Just
conzider such an expresalon as this:
“The party poanced upon this movement

With such o view of party history as
comrade Rose has expounded in his ar-
ticles 1t i only logical that he should
gt nothing pood in It teday and no
hope for its fature, According to  his
opinton, the Amerlcan Communist Party
—whith never was any good—"canout
any longer be clissifled Bs even poasess-
ing the potentialities of a “mass party’
in the face of ita miserable fallurea io
all felds”. Can the Left Opposition
trifle for a moment with soch an esti-
mation? Here iz o sweeplng statement
ipdedsd, which forbids the parcty to grow
reganilless of external eventa.

The Communist Party of Germany has
no better policy amd oo betlter leader-
ship—{f we allow for proportlons—and
yet it influences milllons and contibones
to grow. Wa shoonld not take the re-
spansibility of prohibiting the American
party te grow stronger. The facts of llfe
will mest likely veto the order and dis-
credit us entirely. As a matter of fact
the recent advances of the Natlonal Miu-
ers Unlon under party loadership oc-
cured slnce comrade Hose made the frsc
draft of his docoment. That fact, and
many others which can easily be cléed,
show how fuls¢ apd dangerous It would
D o actepd hizs view.

Fals¢ Viewpoinis

The theory that the party was worth-
less I the pasi and hopelesa for the
future brings our eritlc inevitably to a
collision with the policy toward the pariy
whirh the Left Oppositlon has pursued
slonce Its Inception, Oaly one conclusion
can  follow from thia premise — ti
form another pariy. Dot this  ldea
haz been e hopelezsly diseredited in the
Laft Opposition, in America as well aa
on an internatlonal seale, that comrade
Roze stops short of the logic of hizs own
position and exhausts himeelf with nega-
tive criticiam of the tocties of the Na-
tionnl Comittee which proceesd from n
different premise, The content in all of
hia eriticlasma, acrordingly, a8 indefinite-
ness, contradiction and balf-formed con-
clusions,

Weo cannot determine the line of the
Communlat League in this manner, Fiest
wa must elearly defing the premises upoan
which our work as a faction of the pariy
la founded., Tactical concluslonas follow
from this. It i of course possible aven
then to disagree on the tactleal applici-
tion of the basle policy. Bat in thot
cane loe dispates are narrowed down,
they can be put concretely and definitely.
The attempt to work out s common (A
tic when the premise is contraditory is
doomed to fallure from the start. Thia,
in onr opinion, i the source of tho
vague and confusing proposals which
comrade Rose outlines in his articles

—JAMBES P, CANNON.

{The second article by comrade Cannon

In reply to discussion wlll appear next
week ).

Problems of Our Perspectives

e thesis breathes not one particle of
spirit of a coming “Victerlan age” for
American lmperialism in the Lovestonion
menae, Mor does it project the possibilily
of a “Victorian age" for Americap Im-
perialism parallel to the development of
British imperialism In the nineteenth
century. But we do glve the reasons
which “are still effective enough to war-
rant itz abllity to extricate lisell oot of
ita present crisis by ahifting the burden
of it not only upon the working class at
home but upon the nations of Europe"
withowt even excluding ithe possibility
of amcther boom,

Thiz we helleve, 1a the moat Hkely
varinnt for the immediate foture which
can be guite well aubstantiated by the
present econnmic and polltical trends,

But at the ootset let us remember that
thizs question is closely bound up with
the perspectives of the world’s revolu-
tiopary movement, It will ba of decizive
importance whather It progresses toward
new vietories oF whether it saffers new
serious delfants.

Heones, our thesla does not at all draw
any conclusiona based upon the abliliy
of Amerlcan capltalism to aolve 1ts prob-
lemz or to overcome ita contradications.
It procesds from the [nevitable iniensi-
ficatlon of these contradications to hold
ont “prozpects of atruggle which will in-
crense in breadih and depth and mil-
tapey”. And precizely under the likely
varlant of an upward conjuncture of
American capitalist economy.

Fundamentals of Prosent Crisls

The capitalist system of soclely as a4
whole has reached Ita perlod of decline
The crlzls which followed the ghort ape-
culative post-war “boom” marked o e
ginning of a perlod of crises for capital-
ism, within which the buslness eyeles
wtill operate but are changed to ihe
degree  that the general perfod has
changed. ‘This perlod also marks the be-
ginnings of the development of & new 8¥s-
tem of economy repressnted by the Bovied
Union which, of course, will play its serl-
ans part in any future perspective. Each
new cycle becomes a historleal stap in
caplialism, bringing 1t nearer to its end.
The Incresslngly planetary character of
the conjunctores of ecapitalist econgmy
has become partlcolarly expressed In the
mare uniform and moere uoiversel phase
of the industrial cycle in exch erisis dip,
though not uniform in the rising “booms™
Thia testiflea to the growing intensity and
seope of crises ns a part of capitallst
pegnomy. At the beginning of this crisia,
Franee was still to some exbent an ex-
ception—tio the extent, mainly, to which
her cconomy 15 still made up of smail
geale and peasant economy. Also this
erlals particularly records as a universnl
phenomenon within capltallsm the grow-
ing standing army of nnemployed on the
one hand, and on the other, a growing
abundance of credits seeking new markets
for iovestment. However, the latter in
its overwhelming preponderance {s in the

hands of one imperialist power—the Unl-
ted Htates,

To substantlate the possible varlants
upan which our general steategy s hased
It must be proved whether, despite this
peneral crigia period, room for cxpansion
at least for single capitalist powers can
still be found. One of Marx's dictom
meads: “Theré Iz no auch thing as =
permanent crisle” Lenin never tired of
cmphagizing that: “There la no sltuatien
for which there ia absolutely no way our
for the bourgesisie.” Baoth are still troe
today., And it depends deelsively upon
the maturity and actlons of the prole-
tarlat to what extent capltaliam can ro-
cover from the erlsls or whether 1t will
proces]l more rapldly in its decline. Im
this respect, the proletarian vangnard
unfortunately shows great weakoesses
throughout the eapltallst prorld,

The Dasis of Possible Revival

The law of nneven development of cap-
italiam holds no possibility, after the
acute phase of this crlsls is overcomi:,
of a business revival comprizing all coun-
triesz, But thizg very uneven development,
which Is more pronounced under the im-
perlallat epoch, holds precizely the possk
bility of the stronger power emerging
from the crisls, passing through depres-
alon to revival, al the cost of the weakar,

Crisez are the perloda of capltalist
forelble adjustments of the relative over
productlon. They are manifested in the
purely econombe sspects by a restriction
of output, diminution of stocks on hamd
hy a falling price level, thus releasing
money for renewal of fized capital, which
means prodection of means of production,
faciorles, machinery cte., re-employment
of labor and Inereases of varlable caplital,
Apparcntly, bowever, there 1s as yet In
this country no diminution of stocks on
bawpd. According to Survey of Cuorremt
Buslness for Feb. 1831, the following ¢owmn-
pari=on of stocks on hand lz shown !

TDeember 1028 10260 1030
Totnl Haw

Materinls 154 158 185
Toial Ind Fln-

ish. Products 122 118 121

Prior to the war, the American produc-
tlon cycles were based almost exclusively
on the home market, by contlouous ex-
pansion of patlonal market, by extending
the frontiers to tap new natursl resources
and by turning a constant stream of lm-
migrants, In addition to the growlng
population, Into producers and consum-
ars. They became particularly cxpressad
in the extension of rallreads. The poet-
war boom of 1921-1920 was still based
malnly on the home market. It became
expreszed mainly In the renewal of fixed
capital for rallroad material, muachinery
aml bullding which had bean prectically
at a standatill dorlng the war, 8 wall aa
by the spurt in the automobile industry.
Meanwhile, however, Ameriean capitalism
had entersd the world market and world
affalrs on g large scale. It would there-

fact (il (i8 sources of power are spread
all over the world. And it is precisely in
the world arena that it will seck its fur-
ther fleld of cxpansion.
Further World Market Expansion

The majority of the world's populatioa
gtill conzist of peasants (9till mainly en-
gnged in natural economy). To turn
the peasants into elements of capitalist
production, L e, producers and consumers
of capitalist soclety, is one of the im-
portant processes of captinlism and has
proven one additional means of capitalist
expansion throughout ity histery. From
its very Inception, it began by batlering

down barriers for this  expangion
et up by feadalism, first by  “libe
gratlog” the peasants from  serl-

dom, thus creatlng a new equillbrivm.
Immense areas and population cam still
ba developed capitalistically once there
are the apparently safficient guarantees
for return on caplial Invesiments.

The erlals releases engrinous amounity
of liguld capital sceking new fields of in-
vestments.  Such are to be found pri-
marily In these economically backward
conntries, colonies and semi-colonies.
American Imperialism §s agaln gatheriug
fts breath from the flrst shocks of the
stork market erash aml (he erigia. It s
preparing to conguer new territories. Its
most important weapon will be a com-
bination of capital exportation with ox-
port of poods, granting of long term
credita and outright loans for the puoe-
chase of Industrisl goods, American im-
perinlism has long had its eye on Chinn
with lta 420 million population, over-
whelmingly peasant In its make-up, en-
giged mainly In patwral economy. Of
course, It would not pour in beavy In-
vestments mereély to develop soufees of
production in competition with ta ewn
cotton flelds, ta own eopper mines or
Itz own steel mills. No: it would enter
primarily to turn the vast fleld of pens-
anta Into elementa of capltaliat produc-
tion, Inte producers and consumers; to
firzt of all invest into flzed capdind,
which means bullding roads, raflroads,
factories, machinery. efte. thus making
the investments for promotion of sale of
fts todusitinl goods ond simultonoously
for the extradletion of surpios value—new
super-profits, o far, the Chinese worker
i= already on o much lower level, making
the super-profits possible. This prospect
can wall enough seive as a complement
to a revival and a new npward conjunc-
tury of Amerfcan capliallzm,

To develop soch backward countrles
captallstically, although offering a
means of expansion for a ifme, does not
at all solve the contradictions of world
capitalism, por of any of its component
partz. On the contrary, It wvastly in-
créfses  theae contradicifons, et to
draw from that a conclusion basedd upoen
the abzolute inability of American capital-
ism to extricate itsclf from this present
erizia la simply ridiculons,

America’s Kole in the World Market

Amerlean imperiglism won the war
It established ita world hegemony. [
Intervened in Horope in 1923 to defeat
the German proletarfat and “stabilize”
German capitalizsm, It intervened agaln
in 1031 to postpone the German revelo-
tion and to put the screws on Franoe It
15 Intervening now In England. Im this
proceas of interventlons, i€ has poured
milllons wpon millions Into BEurope be-
canse Its hegemony demands & certain
mensufe of “stability™ of the capitallst
equilibrinm. While asuwch eapltal invesal
ments are made alse for the promotlon
of exportation of geods, they are above
all designed to stréngibhen the Wall Street
hegemony and therehy aérve constantly
to put each of the Evropesn powers on
a more lmited ration in world economy.

Evidently, Wall Streot does not in the
least fear the consequences to ta own
market within these competing powers
by lmiting thelr rationa or even crusb-
ing them as competitors. That will nok
reduce the size of world market still
available. Buat it will relatively atreng-
then further its  imperiallst hegemony
and fts struggle for ro-divislom of the
workd.

Ho far, however, these [orecasts have
taken into acceount only the poazibilities
of American capitallem extrieating itseif
out of the present orlsis in connection
with itz possible further expanslon on
the world markel, Yet each step in this
directlon Ipevitably prodoces the moat
furious conflicts of capitalist state re-
latlons ps well as of class relatlons, and,
iz far as the latter are eoncerned—naot
the least at home, But this part of the
problem—ss important for our perspec
tlves of coming sharpened strugeles— It
will be neceasary to leave for another
article,

—ARNE BWARECK.

OUR INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN

The Internationa) Bulletln of the Com-
munigt Teft Opposition which s publish.
¢d in French and German by the Inter-
ternational Secretariat, and an  English
sdition of which is published by the Com-
munfst League {Opposition), is now be
Ing put on a subscription basis which
will considerably facilitate its publlea-
tion mnd distribution. The annoal sobe
geription fs one dollar.

The Buolletin contalns reports of the
work mnd the views of the Opposition
groups throughout the world, and is the
maln channel for the exchange of apin-
foms 1o the Left Opposition and for the
discusslon of dizputed questions.

Qix issues of the English edition have
already been lgsued and the fulure mam-
ers will appear evién more regularly.
All comrades and readers of the Mill-
tant are urged to subseribe to the Im
ternational Bulletin, $£1.00 for 10 Issnes.
Money orders, checks or bills should be
sent to the Militant, 84 East 10th 3t.,

thesreticully pure capitalism with those
produced by e law of uneven develop-
ment. Hers we have before uz not only
the striking discrepaney between the oo
ductive forees and the solvent demand
butl alzo barrlers erected by the buckward
moda of production restricting the fres
tlow of capital in the création of (he
average rate of profit. From the latter
fact that the preponderable position of
world agriculture s carcicd on & pre-
cupitalist scale, that 0o the small prodie-
er the farm is oot an investment but the
very basis for his existence, from this
fact there arises the radieal distinetion
bebween agrlealture and industry, |be-
tween the agrarian and the Dlusteiol
crialy,

The present agrarian crisis which more
immediately receives ita capping charpe
ter from the tremendous impetus given
o the extenslon of grain culture of the
Western Hemisphers during the War and
the period of revolutlionary uphesvals
and ¢rop failures mmediately following,
haa ta more profound rools fxed o the
eoormous  techoological mprovements
(fertilizers, muachinery, ete.) much of
which was applicable e¢ven Lo small scale
pericultura,

Effects of “Hoturn to Normal™

The return of normal conditions, the
rehabilitation of Hastern Furope graln
flelds in the face of the huge aereage fn-
crease in Ameriea, could only reauwlt in
the dizzy fall of the wheat Lushel; cou-
carrent with and  supplementlng  the
decpened industrial crisls on the other
hand, whets yet more Iis edge on tho
attenuated eonditlon of the city work-
ing muoases.

On the theoretical Aeld it bommers de-
clsively the nails into the coffin of toe
dogimne of Malthue-Ricardo, and aflirms
in dazzling manner the conteation of
Engels: “Against the competition of tha
virgin prairie soils and of the Russian
and .odlan peasants ground down by
taxution, the Huropean capitalist farmer
and peasant couk] not stamd up at the
ol rents. A portlon of the soll of Eap
apr fell detinltely owt of the competition
for the raizing of groein, the rents fell
cverywhers . . . This acocunts for tho
woes of the landlords from Scotland Lo
Italy, and from Southern Francee Lo
Eagiern Prussin, Fortunately all praine
lands have not been taken under cultl-
vatlon. There are enough of them ledt
to ruin all the grest lapdlords of Karope
and the small ones into the bargain”
(¥ol. IIL, page 542.)

In Industry a fall in commeadity prices
iz lmmediately followed by o withdraw-
al of capital from the affécted lines and
ita relnvestment ln & more profitable
sphere, This process, regarded by Smith
and the other economlsts as another in-
stance of the unerring machinery of
Frovidence flagrantly ceascs to funcilon
in the case of small scale agricalture,
The farmer will hot anly conlinue afber
hia investment yields him no return, he
will persist after he works for a return
ridicalousiy  below a living minlmuom.
Thiz tendency originally due to the in-
grown instionct of the petty-bourgeolsie,
Is more substantlally reinforced at the
preseut perlod when the ity holds for
him the unguestlonable fortune of the
breadline,

Attempts at Organization

The unbridled anarchy of the world
market ealls forth both in agriculture dis
well ag o industry attempts at organlza-
tivn, I the latter sphere these take the
form of trusts, cortels, ete., which, be
Ing based on the highest developed techs
nology., are up to a otrtaln polnt  rey-
olutionary in content, inzcfar as they
consolidate the economic foundation for
the next mode of production. Inm agri-
culture, the most ambitious of sach ot-
tempts ls the Canadian Wheat Pool. In-
volving largely small seale farmers, af-
fecting only distribotion and leaving tho
gphers of prodoction untouched, the
Wheat Pool must be appralsed as a re-
actlonary petty-bourgaois Ttopin, and
like a1l such, foredoomed fo sahatter oo
the rocks of the Inexorable historieal
process. It may be well said that the
Wheat Pool presents the same carlestire
of a capitalist industrial trust as Stalin’s
adventurist 1007 collectivization, based
on primitive ploughshare offera of Soc-
ialist agricultare.

The industrial crizes In (he past have
been hy thelr very nature cyclie ln char-
acter, Fven the present orisis, which
may be ponsidered the Arst of the down-
ward erisia, will uwndoubtedly ba fol-
lowed by a partial revival at least o
America. With the agricultural ¢rlsia
this Is not so. The reasons for this are
innate In the natore of the commodity
produced, and In the form of the produoc
tive procass,

Above we have briefly sketched the of-
fect of emall =cale farming on the prico
level, and it directly follows that the
erigls wonld be of & more pérmanent
nature than the industrial crisis

The most fundamental tendency of

croase of the specitic gracity of the con-
srzmt eapital over the varinble apital,
and of the fixed capital compared with
e elieelnting eapgdial. If is this fact
wirich pives to an increased consumpdlion
of constant capital the role of the decl-
give foctor in the overcoming of the
perlodical crisis, Agriculiural products
appear practically entirely in the prodie.
five process as circulating caplital and
for the greater part as varlable eapital,
The above mentioned (cndency presanis
itaelf from thiz polnt of view as & con-
tinued inerease of the importance of in-
dustrinl preductlon at the expense of
agriculture, The determining factor in
ihe nllevintion of the industrial criais,
the opening up of new markets for con-
stant and especinlly fixed capltal, only
Indirectly and to an increasingly Umited
extent affect the aprarian  crizis. The
vary techuologieal development which in.
crenses the productivity of agricalture by
diminfshing e importanee  of  agreienl-
turnl preduocts o the productive process,
diminishes the prospects of greater grain
murkets.

The agrarvian erflsis can be Semporar-
ily overcome only through the ageney of
calmmitles brought nbout by the workings
of nnture or soclal chaes. The first pos-
gibdlity i that of an internationnd erap
failure, which ls improbable: the athat
s that of another imperialist war which
must, however, lead not only to [t fem-
porary solution by higher grain priees,
but o the solution of all the contradie-
tlons of capitalism, te the soclal revolu-
tlomn,

Hoclety does not travel aleng lubrleated
raila, us the “grailual™ philistine would
have us belleve, The historieal process
hews 4 war, having no gqualms not only
for individuals but even for the physienl
existence of closses. The extermination
of the yeomenry in Buglond secompanied
by the unfathomable misery of its vie
tims, had, however, n revolutionary
glgnificance. The prosent suffering of (he
farmers ean have pone suel, With wheat
ot forty cents, and less, & bushel, and
with a most uneertain foture, Lo 13 hoard-
1y likely that there should e presant
ihe ineentive for fhe establishment of
lurge capitalist farming with the capl-
tal outluy invelved. The law of the
formation of an equol  rofe of proft
makes 1t very ridiculons to imaglne heavy
capital 1avestments ln the ficld suffering
from the acutest overproduction. ‘The
ereditor hesitates fo forccloss the morl-
gapges: they realize well that o portion
af the payvments Iz better than nong.  Wa
hove reached & stake where capitaliam
must keep tens of millions In a state
of idesolate vegetation. As with other
remupants of pre-copiialist  zociety, so
alzo can capltalism not supersede amall
gele agriculture by forms on o eapital-
lat basis; here wa have the revolutlon
in permoBenee,

A Revolutionary Foree

Marxlzm beglnning with unquestionable
historlcal data arrives at the conclusion
that the peasantry can play no londepens
dent revolutlonary role. This docs not,
however, excuse af nll the tendency oll
too prevalent among certain Communists
to “overlook” the agrarian exploited,
Truly 4id Kautsky remark that in the
same degres ns agrlewliore recedes in
favor of indostry dees the peasantry gain
in political importance. Not only In the
backwarl pgricultural countries but avan
in Ameriea docs the peasaniry prescont an
enormona revolutionary potentinlity.

Marxism, In contradiction to  other
fdeologies, can have no desire to set bar-
rlera up to the historieal process. With
objective eye it adjudges  cach soclal
phenomencn by the eriterion of hindering
or advanclng the #ocial  developmet.
With thiz in mind, and consldering the
fact that small =enle prodoction 1y but
a decnying remnant of a provigus produe-
tive mode, we must declare oursalves
categorically oppesed to . any  deémands
grerving the purpose of retarding the dis-
appearnnce of small pensant property,
The preservation of small property hos
alwinys been one of the cherished resoriy
of the reactionaries in  ilelr  stroggle
against the rising preletariat. Owr ap-
pmﬂth to the farmer musat be such ps to
bolster not his petty-bourgenis  Instine
but to awaken the proletarinn  half of
hifm.

The most deplorable falling in  the
theaia s the giter Inck of on analysis of
the agrarign crisis, which a8 offersd Lot
twa liaes, The problem §s as urgent as
ft fa untouched. That difficultles pre
gent themselvea in itz elaboration 18 no
excuse for such flagrant negligence, The
tnak of the Oppositlion 13 not that of re-
peating ready-maode formnlae, bt §t s
we a8 the vanguard of the vanguard oh
whom restz the tasks of forging new
weapons for the movement, [t is essen-
tlal that the agreprian questlon be put
on the agpenda of the coming Conference,

—W. KREHM.
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These two pamphlets will give the reader an {nvaluable analyzis of the
present eltuation in Spain and the prospects of the further development

of the revolutlon.

The standpoint af the Opposition, in contrast to that of

all the other groups Invelved (n the present Spanish situation (the official
Communist party, the Maurin group, the symdicalists, and ofhers), ls pre-
gented with the exceptional c¢larity and pentration for which the author

ia g0 well-known.
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