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The L.LD. «Acts» on Mooney

The Appeal for a United Fn:-nt Evaded by the Stalinists

*-—

In his appenl to all militant and rev-
olutionary labor orgunizations and
groups, published in the last issue of
the Militant, Tem AMooney wrote from
his prison cell in San CQuentin: “The
time for actlon huas come. Lt this ap-
peal be the spark which will start un
unparalleled conflagration ~apgitation thust
will nrouse the masses to demind my
unconditional pardon amd the relefse of
all class war prisoners, 1 ask for o
gennine united frowt™ In this regquest,
entirely eorrect in every respect, Mooney
very specitically named the orgunizations
and groups which, in bis opinion—and
we endorsed it—eshould e called apon Eo
joln im the united movement,

A Significant Appeal

The appeal by Mooney bas a {remen-
dous slgnificance from every point of
view. For years, those who spoke in the
pame of this splendid militant buried
for more than 15 years iu the dungeons
of capitalism, frittered away thelr en-
ergles and sowed disastrouns illusions in
the minds of Mooney's supporters in tha
working class, by lmping hopefully be-
hind the Hghtly-given and lightly-be-
trayed promises of ald by capitalist poi-
{ticlans. The Mooney appeal to the rev-
slutlonary movement for the organization
of o vigorous mass protest movement,
with all its implies, definitely put &n end
to this miseraoble and anworthy policy of
appeals behind the scenes, “Sceing tho
right man”, qulet conferences with Wik
ergls, and the rest of the fuliles, nonsens-
leal truek -frequently lmported into Lhe
labor movement by well Intentioned and
evilly-Intentioned petty bonrgeols “fri-
ends".

Furthermore, the appeal opened wide
the doors to the organized militant move-
ment, without which the united [ront is
inconcelvable, to take the initiative in
carrying out the provisions of Mooney's
appeal, We wrote and repeat that wn
axcellent opportunity offered itself to the
joternational Labor Defense, as the most
prominent and militant national working
class defense organization, to take the
firat step in calling & genuine unlted
front conference of all the organizations
mentloned fn Moobey's appeal—however
conservative or reactionary thelr leader-
ship might be—to work out the plans
nocemsary for the executlon of the pro-
viglons in the levter from the world re-
nowned prisoner of American capitalism.

How has the leaderabip of the I I D
approached the problem of the united
front? By a cheap and disgraceful evas-
fon of the central fssues so correctly
ralsed by Mooney.

In #he first place, the “Call for United
Action™ by the 1. L. D, (Daily Worker,
0531}, Indicates that it ia its intention
to bury the Mooney cuase in the mbilat
of halt & dozen or more other labor de-
fense cases that are pending  in the
country today. It is obvions ihat &
anbted front movement for Mooney would
be recreant In Ita duty if it falled to
conduct a struggle alse for the other
class war fighters. No man In the claws
of the capitallst jallors s deaver to the
working class than any other. All our
c¢lass war Hghters who have Deen cap-
tured DLy the epemy stand on an eguol
footing. But in thiz apecific campalgn,
the whole polnt 13 missed by falling to
conceptrate the whole issue aroond
Mooney as the outstanding symbel of the
capitalist system of anti-working clasgs
frame-upa, and uaing the example of Tom
Mooney as & point of departure—ontce
the movement ls really under way—for
a natlon-wide fight to release all the
class war prisoners. This deslrable end
18 not sccomplished by the mechanical
lumplog together of all the concelvable
cases under the title of a “united front
for Mooney".

A Radieal Mistake

The second blunder of the I I. Db,
however, is far worae than the first, and
bids falr to nuollify all the eforts made
to organize o genuinely united movement,
Ar we snld above, Mooney referred spe-
ifically in his appeal to varipus organi-
zatlons and groups to form component
parts of the united front movement. We
cannot eonceal dhe fact that we bave
not & penny's worth of faith in the good
will oF the genuine desire to cooperiie
that the leaders of some of the meo-
iloned organizations hoave professed for
Mooney in the past. The heads of the
socinlist party, the <orruptionists omd
employers of gangsters whe have looted
the Amalgamated Colthing Workers of
Amerlea, aml these almilar to them-—
these are hardly the people who are con-
corned very vitally with the freedom or
imprisonment of Mooney and other class
war prisoners. We know them from the
past, and their heavy hands have rarely
if ever welghed in the wcales in favor
of the workers' side. But that i3 ool
the erux of the problem. The crux lies
in the ranks of the organizations over
which they rale, in the ranks of the
workers v o are heart and soul with

Moooey buot who do oot yet uoderstand
thoroighly who must be won to a renld
strugele for Mooney's liberation. Mg
they ¢um ba won for this goal, they can
convinee themselves in the light of in-
cantestable aod eloguent cxporiencs as
to whe will best be able to organize
the fght, and what program of action
affera the bhest meang for victory, omiy
if the class consciows militants declore,
a4 Mooney hay done: Let all these or-
ganizations get together, Lat them pool
their résources, Lot them show where
they stamd om the touchstone isswe of
o renl fight for Meoney's freedom,

When such an appeal will be made,
the workera everywhere will be able ta
aepargte (e whent f(rom the  cholf.
Otherwise, the Hillguits and Hillmans
and thelr kin will be able to continue to
mddy the waters and prolect themselves
Ly promises am] phrases which cost
nothing and obligate them to less,

That is precizely where the eall lssaed
by the 1. L. IN for o “united front™ falls
down completely. Where Mooney was
spiéeifle ond opén, the 1. L. 1), bound
hand and foot by the dogmatle sectarinn.
jam impoged wpon i, 18 vague and thor-
oughly wrong. It does not appeal to
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, but
to the “rank and fle members of the
A, O W75 oot to the socinlist party. but
to the "working closs membera of (he
# " The varlous other organizations
mentioned by Mooney's appeal are sim.-
ply omitted : The I. 'W. W, the Proletar
lan porty, the Left Oppoesition, the Love-
stone group, the Welshord group, et
ete. Why? For one reason only: The
polley of the official party, which dom-
inatess the I. L. D)., as stupdd as it is
blind, legally prohibits anvihing but a
"united fropt from below™ and even that
to the exclugion of all specles of “re-
negades”, The “onited front from be-
low"” meung, in practlse, and has meant
in the past, mo real onited front at all
It is generally eqiivalent to a mers re
eruting drive under the banner of the
party, the T. T, U. L, or the I L. I»
It is the reverse of the “genulne unfted
Iront”, for which Mooney calls. It §s
not the way to All the movement with
life amd +igor. It iz the swiftest and
aurest way of strangling {t when it bare-
1y horn,

Change the Coursa!

The I. L. Ix, and in its names, the
official Teft wing and Communist move
ment, bave started the Mooney campalpn
with the wrong oot forward., Tt must
pull back and start ancew, start correctly,

Arrangements are belng completed

lur and consualtative, are expetied 2o

during the period of the conference,

2nd National Conference, Sept. 24

Conference of the Communizi League of America (Opposition), whose ses-
giong will open in New York on Thursday,
days until Sunday night, September 27,

held in the hall of the national headguoarcers, at 5 East 10th Street, where
all visitors and delegatcs are requested to rpeort.,
submitted by the Nationg]l Committee is still belng condueted
the organizatjon, and the reports to the conference are being preparsd to
insure the most froltful resultz from the sesslons.

Az part of kts weleome (o the conferenoe
branch ls arranging o bangoet to which all New
movement are being Invited. A mass mecting In ope of the large halls of
the city is also being planned for September 23,
setl an Ioinediately infermation congerning their delegoations so that ndae-
gquate provisions may e made by thenational office for thelr maintenance

for the holding of the second dafionul

Seplember 24 and run for four
More thanm thirty delegates, regu-
attend fhe sessions which will  Dbe

Dhiscussion of the thesea
throughont

York
of our

delogates, tho  New
York friznds

Branches gre urged o

The steel industry entered the erlsig
of 1M with too much capacity, dellber-
utcly installed a péace-time record-break.
ing amount of new eapoeily in the face
of wiolently shrinkimg markets, and 1is
preparing nn assaunlt on wages to conble
it to opoerate at a profit op the small per-
cenlage of capaelty which iz now feasl-
ble to0 operate ot all.

At the beginning of the hoom year 19459
gteel inpgot eapacity was GRLOGT,000 tons,
Onrly in May and June of that yesr was
it necesszary to call on this capacity to
the axtent of 1009, and then i@ was the
first tlme gines March 1926 that the
atecl ingpot capacity of the eountry hos
been thzed to Its full extent. Twrlag
1920 there was pn addition of 1,308,000
tons to the ingot capaecity, which would
have acemed amply sufficient to take care
of the requirements of the country dur-
ing the erizls which was plainly in sight
by the end of the year,

At this point. however, a typical capi-
tullat contradictlon set ln. Production of
gteel ingots declined from 54,312,000 tons
___ —

It cannot labor under the Husion that
the leadership of the magnileant move-
ment which iz aboot to be started will
fall to it automatically., A false, a stupid
policy may caunse it to forfeit mot only
leadership In the movement, but even
prestige and influence. What the Left
wing allows to sllp throogh itz hands
will be picked up by conservative and
renctionary groups which will only lead
the movement fnto a ditch of futllity as
they have done so often in the past.
-, 3.

Demand Trotsky's Return

French Red Union Congress Votes for Appeal to the Soviets

At the natisnal conventlon in Limogea
of the “Federation de 'Enselgnement Un-
itajre™, the revolutlonary oeachers unfon
affiliated with the Hed trade union cen-
ter of France, the following slgnificant
resplution was adopied on Angust 6:

“I'he nations]l Unitary teachers' con-
vention affirms its  absolute solidarity
willi the proletarint of the first socialist
republic in the world, the T, & B It
which, at the cost of immense efforts and
herede saerifices, I3 streogthening  and
daveloping the foundations of socialien
over one-sixth of the globe.

"It proclolms the uabconditlonanl duty
of the revolutlonist of every country to
rilly by revolutionary stroggle against
thelr own bourgeclsle to the defense of
the U, 5. B. R, fortress of the world
proletariat.

*1t demands of the Soviet gpovernment
the recall of the measures of exile, of

deportation and of imprisonment against

COMPLETE THE EXPANSION FLIND PROGRAM!

Our Weekly Militant {5 8o manifestly
guperior from every point of vlew to the
semi-monthly—and the reception with
which It has met In the movement at-
fests the faot—that no efort can be
gpared to maintain It and even meors,
to put & solid and uoshakable foundation
under it. We started the Weekly Militant
again in what appeared to be & “bad
period”—the combination of a erizsis with
the laxity of the summen months. In
spite of that, the paper has been so well
recetved that we have been able o get
out every lssue thus far without inter-
ruption.

This §s not to say that the job has
been an easy one. It was accomplishcod
to a certain extent by the contributions
made in theé preceding period to our
Expansion Program Fund. It will con-
tinge to appear regularly and with assur-
anca if the Fund 18 brought to ita con-
ecnlaion in a swift spurt of ensrgy on the
part of all our comrades and aympath-

the revolutionists of October, notably
Leon Trotzsky and Rakovsky, i order to
permit them to participate with thele 1o-
exhaustible encergy in the common work
in the superior interests of the revole-
tion and of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

"It demands that the revdlutionary
workers persecuted for political offenses
be turned over to the regular organs of
proletarian justlee and not to the ad-
ministrative jirstlce rosorved for the eliss
encmy."”

The first fwo paragraphs of the resole-
tion were unanimously adopted. The end
wid adopted by 270 votes in faver, 1332
agalnst, and 26 ahstentlons.

Mot only did the syndicalists, the Ops
positlonists and npon-party  Commuonists
vobe for thia resolution, but more than
a dozen delegates supporting the officlal
piarty policles in the unlon also recorded
themselves affirmatively.

aand dollars which was set originally.

That it cen be dooe and done gulckly
has already been demonstrated by tho
recent action of the New Yaork branch
which, In one evening, folliowing an ap-
penl, ralzed closed to another bundred
dollerg towards fulflling its guotn. The
other branches, and friends of our move.
ment whoe are not ln the League itself,
can do ol least as well if every nerve
iz steained to complete the Expansion
Program Fund quickly.

Steel Wage Cuts Forecast

Analysis Shows Steel Barons' Plans to Slash at Workers

in 1020 to 30648000 tons in 1080, Ingot
capacity, however, increased from O3,
DET 00 tong at the end of 20 fo 66,
07000 at the end of 103, an loncrease
of 3B3L,000 tons, the largest amount of
new capacity installed in any one yaur
in the history of the industry, except
for the war-boom year 1915,

As a result, while the industry had
operated at an average of 25 of capad-
ity during 1929, it operated ot an average
of 9 durlog 1930, an average of 404
during the frst half of 1031, and at pre-
gent and for the last three months has
beon operating at from 309% o 349% of
cupackty,

In view of the enormous investment lg
constant eapital whick s & techndoul
characteristic of the industry, relatively
amall ductuatlons n percentage of oper-
atlong are reflected in relatlvely large
fluctuations In profits, as pointed out in
a prévious article In this series., In the
“normal” years  1925-1928, steel  oem-
panies reported profits of 5 to 69 per
annum oh thelr capitallzation. operating
af an average of B39, Imn 1023, af an
average of 839¢, profits jumped fo
10 1-2¢% in 1030, with operations at 6427,
profts were 3719 on capitalimiion, the
lowest ainee 1925, For the flret half of
1831, profits of 11, 5. Steel Corporation
were at the rate of 1.3% on Its caplitall-
zation, agalost 7.1% for the first haif
of 1M30; for thirty-two other steel som-
panies, profits for the fAirst half of 1931
wers at the rate of 019 against Gdch.
The basle reasons for these sharp de-
elines In proflts were (1) shrinking mar-
kets for steel, (2) increasing eapacity
for making stecl leading to higher cos's
per ton of stoe] maude,

The reason for the hupe increage in
steel-making eapacity in the face of an
unprecedented erials In indonstry was the
Inereasing acutenss of competition withiy
the steel Industury, intensified by the
erisls itself with its narrower markets,
lower prices and higher costa of prodae-
tlon due fo low rate of aperations. The
two leading factors of industry, 1. %
Btesl and Bethlehem, face eqch of her COTE-
petitively in every imporiant steel-mak.
ing district in the United States except
far U. B. Steel’s dominating poszition at
Birmingham and Bethlehem's at  Phila-
delphin  and RBaltimore. 1. 8. Stecl's
atrategy I8 based on necess to control-
led ore deposits at Lake Superior and
Birmingham: HBethlehem's is hosed on
locating its plants to be able to ship ore
cheaply by water transportation. Reth-
lehem in 1920 tried to cotremch itsslf
in the important mid-western distelet
through mergers with Youngstown and
Inland, two big “independent' stesl eom-
panles. It was driven off by Eaton, re-
presenting Cleveland and New York oapl-
tal, who has sines been Gonncially wreck-
ed. 10, 8 Steel, however, sesiug the
danger, strengthened itself in Chicago
and put under vonstroction 21 new far-

(Continued on paze 1)

The extra effort can and should be
made. The Militant is our most valu-
able instrument in buildisg our move
ment for the purpose of elarifying and
gtrengthening the revolutionary lahor
movement az 4 whale. It cannot fullill
this enormons task withour the assurance
of 8 reégular, guaranteed appearance
every week. A long step In this direc-
tlon will be made if the comrades every-
where pit thelr shoonlders to the wheesl
to finish the campalgn for the £2.000

igers., A few hundred dollara are still
needed to reach the goal of two thou-

PrC

FKer the Benefit of Conferemce Fund
on Sunday, Seplember 20, 1931, all day

at TIBBETTS BRO

Directione : Take the Woodliwn-Jerome Avenie subway to the end of the

lime. Then take strect car or bus to
FPlot B, reserved for our plenie.
Ausplees: New York branch, O, L A.

NEC

0K PARK. Flot#

Tibhetts Brook Park. Short walk to

Jobless Spurned by

Roosevelt, Hoover

-

Unemplnyment Insurance Must Be Won

*

With the gaunt specter rising of a
winter of misery and starvailon for the
millions of unemployed, the (wo leading
contenders for the capitalist nominatlong
for president in 1932, Hoover the Repu-
blican and Hoozevelt the Demoecrat, are
racing against each other to the goal of
their ambitlons with the plight of the
unemployed as the fooiball they  kick
around asz they proceed. The lateat act
in this eriminal play with the lives of
milliong of wictlms of “prosperity”, has
just been unfolded ol the jubllee eele-
bration of the founder of the Hed Cross
in this country. Hach of the tacitly
avowed presidential candidates delivered
a radio address on the ocengion which
was concerned far leas with the Red
Cross thanm with & pronouncement of
their respective positions on the most
burning problem before the working class
of the United States today: What mead-
ures shall be taken to mitigate the body-
breaking misery which the ten million
unemployed and their familles are sub-
jected to?

Hoover's *Plan®

Hoover's contribation 1o solving the
problem was the advocacy of “individosl
and local Initlative to aid the distress-
ad”., In other words, the government
intonds fo take no steps towards alleviat-
ing the upspeskable horrors of uwnewm-
ployment. It iz {oo concerned and oe-
cupisd with rebates on income taxes in
the higher brackets, which fow back to
the peckets of the multi-milliooaires of
the conntry to the tune of tens of mil-
lions of dollara. To take governmental
measures for the relief of the unemploy-
ed—io aay nothing of the establi:shment
af a system of unemployment {nsurance
—would evidently be a Llow siruck at
the foundatlons of American liberty
which, at the present moment, means the
liherty to starve withoot molestation by
the state,

Koosevalt, playing the softer muslic
of the “liberal™ harp, ls more pleasact
b Ehie ear, and infinitely more deceptive.
With Hoover, one ¢an tell just where the
man stendz. He s distinetly opposed
to the “ddle” and to any state assist-
ance to the jobless. Hoowver g the liv-
ing incarnation of all that is reaction-

Cutters Local 4, A, O W, by the G.
B, of that organization, on charges of
graft and racketeering, and the Aght that
has epawed between Hillman and the
Beckerman-Orlofsky clique, have held
the center of attention of the unions and
labor press in the last ewo weeks. These
events have ereated a sensation Im elr-
cles unfamilinr with the situation thet
has prevalled in that graft aod racket-
cor-ridden organization which, curiously,
has been masquerading as the most pro-
gressive labor nunion in the country. The
readers of the MIilitamst had the oppor-
tunity 40 see the A. (0. 'W. officialdom in
thelr troe light, with their masks off
and thelr practises unveiled., To them,
the recent developments will not be sur-
prisimg. We have forseen these events
as a result of the fermentation golng on
in the A, O. W. bureascratic machina,

All Invited

a fermentation whose process had been

fund. A stronger Milltant means o
gtronger foundation for the movement.
A stronger Militant means an [nvineible
weapon in our hands for the struggle
we gre condocting, The speedy and gen-
erous contribution of every comrade and
friend Iz Imperatively required.

Bince the contributlons listed in ouor
last fssue, we have receive the foliow-

ing sumas:

NEW YOIK: II. Capelis—&00; M.
Bterling—14.50; II. Btone—5.00; E. Fleld
—10u00; A, Glotzer—2.00; 4, Olarke—
260; H . Milton—25H0; X. Berman--
Gl Wm, BEdwards—200; LDE ANG-
ELES: ‘T. Doisneri—35.00, MINKHEA-

MOLIE BRANCH—I030. PHILADEL-
FHIA BRANCI (L. 8)—2.00, CHICAGO
BRANCH — &7 KANSAS CITY
DRANCH-—-20.00, NEW HAVEN BR.
(. Ih)—30Kk Total: FE0OGED,

Total cach reported o last izsdae froum
New York: $27.00, Total previously re-
ported : $1,25250. GRAND TOTAL TO

ary In  ¢capitnliat  spclety. Ioosevell,
however, who is angling for the Iem-
oeratle presidentlal nomination, with the
bhope  that the discreditent of the
Hoover relgme In the crisis peried wihil
swing him into the White House, playa
the classical game of all the bourgeocia
polittelons  wnder  such  clrenmstances,
Hix promises and assurances are &s vast
ag the wvotes he hopes to cateh with
them,

Rocsevelt [s mot ngainst “state ald™.
Mot at all. In fact, he has sdvocated
the setting up of a 20,000,000 fund for
the relief of the New York state unem-
ployed—and every small time politician
in his paety iz aleeady slavering at the
mouth at the jdea of "administrating™
this julcy sum. How much the wnem-
ploved will get oni of the tund [a oot ao
problematical as it would seem,

The Crux of the Problem

And there lles the reml crux of the
prablem  which  nelther Hoover por
Roosevili—the latter, in fact, less f{hon
the former—Is willing to mentlon. First:
it i3 not “relief for the unemployed”
that the warkers want. They want an
orgnnized system of unewployvement in-
surpnee, and not one adminlstrated by
and for corrupl eapitalist politiclans.
Becond: It is not simply an Inaurance
fund they want, a fund which “boith
gidea”™, the boss and the worker he ox-
ploits, contributed towards. They want
unemployment insurance which iz an
obligation on Industey and the state, and
pot an obligatlon upon the workera who
are the only real suferers from  the
capltaliat prodactive system,

The hourgeols politiclans are not con-
ceriid with the tribulations of the woarlk-
ers and the unemployed, exzecept to the
cxtent that they furnlah a political foot-
ball and a basis for demagogic argo-
meénta with a capitalist opponent. They
will grant the workers nothing that they
do not win by struggle.  That truth holds
good for unemployment insurance today,
The fight for it must be organized, strong-
ly founded, spread to mational seope, and
drivén home with a force that compels
the self-gatlsfied demagogues of the rul-
ing class to grant the rellef so Impera-

TH: $1,500.14

tlvely necded by the starving millions.

Split Threatens A. C. W.

Cliques Expose Each Other While Left Wing Marks Time

The removal of the officials of the; held in check and prevented from com-

ing to a head earlier by strategical maar
auvers of the officlaldom,

In the Militant of August 15, we point-
ed out the causes which were leading to
a briéak bedtween Hillman apd the Orlol
sky-Heckerman gang, and the perilous
Constquences on inevitable aplit in the
Mow York orgapleation held for the
clothing workers, We urged the Lefi
wing workers in the A. C. W. to ralse
the slogan of unity between the tailors
and cutters in order to frostrate tha
ginister designg of their officinls. Tho
T4t has been unable to develop any con-
slderable agitstion and hos therefora
been 8 negliglble factor in the situatioo,
The scene is entlrely held by Hillman
and those loyal to the Amalgamated on
one hand —and the Orlofsky-Beckerman
forces which openly defied the A, C. W,
and are preparing <o launch an opposls
tion union, on the other., Hillman's vie-
tory im this Aght iz virtually secured,
The Left wing, due to its inactivity, lack
of understanding and the absénce of o
correct policy., has missed another op-
portunity to galn ground in the Amalga
mated and confidence of the exploifes
and many times betrayed masses of
clothing workers,

Hillman's Maneuvers

Hillman's clever maneuvers made him
the hero of the day, not only In the
eyes of the general poblic as a vallane
flghter agalnst gangsterism and racker-
cering, but alse to the labor world, to
whom he appears as the great uncom-
promising leader of the grest Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers of America.

In removing Orlofaky and Beckerman
from thelr offices and suspending thewn
from the organization on charges of
racketeering and acabbery, Hillman has
consciously endeavored to reach direstly
to the hearts of the tallors and cuiters
who have bhesn vietimz of those offieials
ard their evil practises snd cherlshed
dim hopes for their elimination. Hil-
man, the great conjurer, has suceeaded In
turning the tables and appearing himsell
a8 a champlon of elean unionism.

In his latest action, Hillman found

(Continoesd on page 2)




