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Drafaf the Thesis on the Trade Union Question

The guestion of trade undon polley
today Involves primarily the problem of
organlzing the wunorganized industries
which, In its immediate senze, means the
pozsibilities and perspectives of the new
indostrial union movement. Bot a cor-
roct approach to this problem must equal-
ly take into account the present positiom
of the American Federstion of Labor and
gimilar types of existing unlons as well
ag (helr future perspectives. The prob-
lem of the former ia closely bonnd ap
with w correct atiitude toward the lat-
ter.

The wvlgorous growth of the American
trade unlon movement and itz militant
strugples during the immedliate post war
gtage of 1919-Z22 wilnessed a change to
a severg  downward  curve  lasting
throughout the period of bourgeols pro-
gperity up until the most recent devel-
apments, Hirikes decreascd progressive-
Iy, both in actusl nuombers and in pum-
bers of partlcipants, The trade wolons
deterlorated  ideologlcally, decronsed
numerically and became weakened. The
workers were lulled inte o false sense
of secarlty. The unlons falled entirely
to take advantage of the bourgeocls pro-
sperity to strengthen thelr positlon. With
tha advent of the present world wide
erisls, the heavy unemployment and the
consequent sloshing capitalist offensive
upon the working class standard of -
ing the A. F. of L. uniobs had reached
the lowest ebb.

The Prospsclts for the New Milltant
Unions

The prolonged eorlglz now the ount-
gtanding featore of capitalist economy,
the misery of unemployment and the
drastle reduction of the working clags
standard of living is reaching & degree
of préasure which compels the workers
to begln to seek the waye and means
of resistance, and for those who are
unerfganized, to begin to seek organi-
gation, In this direstion, the first man-
estollons are today vishle In the min
log and textile industries, And It 1z oot
at ull accidental, as it s precisely here
that the pressure upon the workers haa
been the heaviest.  “Therefore, almilar
manifestations may soon be expected im
other [ndustries as the pressure inereases,

Thoe the fdrst half of 18931, desplte
theé prevaillng growing unum[ﬁ:ﬁ'méﬂt
commeneesd an upward corve In working
class resistanee and in militancy within
the labor movement. It eecords: an In-
crege in strike movements. While theas
workers are still fAghiing eotirely on
the defensive, what s particnlarly new
is the fact that, to an increasing degree,
Communist leadership in these develop-
ing stroggles is being accepted by the
workers so often  betrayed by e
acllonary leaders. On g whole the pre-
sent objection situation marks the pos-
slbilities for the revitalizotion of the
new union movement and the prospects
for ita attaining a1 mass basis. A factor
wontributing to these prospects is the
more rapld narrowing of the prolatarian
basia within the A. F. of L. unioms In
recent years, the almost complete de-
struction of the United Mine Workers
Bimilarly, the eontinoed absence of
vitality within these pnions; thelr utter
fallure to undertake any actual organ-
Izatlon whatever ampng the unorpan-
leed Industries; the proclamation hiw
Gireen for the organization of the aagto-
moblle Industry, which never even reach-
ol 8 serlous discussion stape: the feeble
attempta at organization in the South
which enme to naught.

The organization of the unorganizod
through bullding the new indusirial uni-
ons stands today more than ever as the
center of gravity. To the Communists, it
must become a eerious duly and an
Imperative task, with the further deap-
ening of the economic crisls and  the
wage-cutling  campalgnd  the present
trends of resistance will devolop into
definite prospects for sharpened closs
batles. Even a possible early revival
of capitalist economy could not  seri-
onsly alter this perspective.0n the eon-
trary it will make more certaln the com-
ing workers” offensive for a revival can

he nccomplished anly ot the cost of hogaw-
ler burdens npon Hhe workers, Thus, the
prospect for n rising movement is on the
order of the day. Im that partlealarly
liss the favorable objective possibilities
for the new indusgirinl unfons,

Should the Communists fall to util-
Iza thesa posaibilities, or o apply the
corfeci tacties and methods which can
insure suctessful developments of the
new industrinl nnfons and establish rov-
olutionary leadership, such unions will
be hmilt withont the Communists or in
opphsition to them, This problem  still
hangs In the bolance hetween the aller-
native of revolutionary or reformist
Ieadership. The former apells progress:
the latter, defeat to the working eloss,

In thiz wense the coming period will be-
come n ernclal one.

The Positlon and Perspectives of the
A. F. of L. Uniona

Sinoe the beginning of the crisis, the
A. F. of T. unions, ag well ag the inde-
pendent unlons of the Rallway Rrother-
bood type, have been ntterly unnble to
malntain their gaing of the nast—mostly
geing easlly won. They retreated all
along the line and have glven up one
pogitlon after another. The very back-
hone of the craft unions, the hi Il gz
trades. are facing a growing inability to
maintaln their contracted wape scale
To an ever inerensing desree the wirk-
ers in this and in  slmilar industries,
where the A. ¥. of I. has its main foot-
hold, are losing thelr position of craft
privilege due to advancing machine tech-
nique and other cavses. Fot the reason
for deterloration and decling Iz not only
to be sought In these objective conditions,
dlnce partienlarly doring the most re-
cent perlod has the role of the leader-

ship of the A, F. of L. type of unlons
as agents of imperlallsm, first of all
comcerned with the interests of the capi-
talist aystem, become glaringly manifest,
It has alternated, in conformity to this
position, bejween the deceplive policiea
of clags collaboration and that of oul-
right treason to the workers,

Would this present position of the A.
F. of L, type of unions wharrant a per-
gpective of thelr uninterrupted deterlor-
atlon and decline until their passing oot
of exiaténce? Does it warrant even &
perspective of a progressively diminish-
Ing role of ihelr type of reactionary lend-
ership? On the contrary! To preclude
prospects of revival, expansion and
growth of the A, F. of L. unions, bolh
in Infloence and in  an organizational
wense, in the face of a perfod of coming
struggles, would be false. Boch pro-
apecis can easlly materinlize by presaure
from two directions. First, by the dir-
ect pressure of the employers apon the
workers to lower thelr standard of liv-
ing, compelling theas workers to  seek
organization. Many will undoubtedly
joln the ranks of the A, F. of L. unions,
as thelr first step while In turn the
A. F. of L. unions will be compelled,
at least formally, to adapt themselves
to these new reqolrements,  Secondly,
proapecta for expansion and growth can
materiadlzs hy outright resurrection at-
tempiz, by deals with employers who may
aven glve certaln concessions In appear-
ance to A. F. of L. uniong, out of fear
of nctual growith of the new Industrial
unlons. That also wonld apell increasing
foree to the role played by the labor
apents of imperialiam.

A poeribility of expansion and growth
af the A. F. of L. unlons embodies the
posaibilities of growth of genulne pro-
gressive sentiment and of radicalizatiown
within the membership, For this the
pressure of the shshing capltallat of-
fenszive iz already laying the basis, The
increasing pressure and growing reslst-
ance throwa to the forefront & multitode
of problems demanding inereasing mili-
taney (o appromch a solotion. Slmui-
taneously, it also tercifically Jdecpens the
Cchasm of the already great contradictions
between the vital nesds of the misses
of the membership and the obstinate re
action  of the leaders. Some reawlts
have already been shown in rank and fle
revolta, which prove the absolute need
of, and cxcellent possibilitics for the
orpanization of the Left wing within
these unlons and  for conductlng the
struggle for Loeft wing leaderahip.

However, with the growth of coming
struggles there will alas e increased
manifesintions within the A, F. of I.
and similar unlons of the appearances of
pacudo-progressives. Even the agents of
imperialism In labors’ ranks, In  order
to strengthen their bulwark against Com-
munism, will seek to atiract the work-
érz by crealing “Left™ coverlngs for
thelr reactionary policles. In this sense
the Muosteites within the A, F. of L., who
are certainly typleal of soeh  “Left™
cloaks, may be said to be only the fore-
runners of more definite developments of
this character. Buat it emphasizes for-
ther the need of the Communlbsts earm-
eatly directing their attention to organ-
feing the gennine Teft wing =entiment,
It s necessary to emphasize agnin that
this work muat go hand iu hand with the
central task of organizing the uporgan-
ized workers and buoilding the pew in-
dustrinl unions,

The Trade Unlon Policy of the
Loavestone Group

The restatement of & correct policy for
Left wing mctivities within the A, ¥, of
L. wolows has nothing In common with
the proposals of the Right wing Love
atone group for a return o the old un-
fons via the route of desertlon aof the
Left wing. Thiz has been so much more
clearly demonstrated in thelr recent
"proctiesl” proposals for  guch  retorn.
For example, In the New York nesdle
trades thelr ecall wpon the workers to
retarn, §f followed, would mean the out-
right liguidation of the Loft wing: the
denial of the right to oxistence of the
Left wing and thelr refurn to the bosom
of Schlesinger und his agents, is today
the scetund role played by ihe Lovestune
group, On o gimilar plane was the call
by thiz Right wing group in the coal
minera to cease bullding a1 Bew unlon

and to return to the U, M. U., in the
fare of their growing revolt against the
Lewls machine and their growing strog-
rles againat starvalion conditlons. To
return to the Iewis oniom counld mesn
nothing ¢lse but the betrayal of the min-
ers” revoelt and stropgle,

But it 18 particularly In the recent
developments in the Paterson textile
workers' strike that the Lovestone Eroup
earng for itgelf the Ineradicable stigma
of absolutely shameless renegacy. Al-
ready so deeply involved in the cunning
schemes of the A. F. of I. bureaverats,
working here In joint partoership with
the sectal reformist Musteites who funes
tion as thelr “Left" come-ons, the Love
stone group has completely adopted the
latters” views toward the Communists
and toward the official party. It sees in
the party's directlon of the N. T W.
nothing but a  series of *anti-working
working class acts”, and charges the
party with nothing but disruptive and
splitting mctivities in the same tone and
apirit that has always charseterized the
assnults upon Communism by the A F.
of I. hlerarchy,

The Lovestone grogp does not at sll
se¢ the Communist party as o party of
the working class whose interests are fo-
separably bound up with *thoze of the
working class, whose role, despite all the
blendering mistakes of the leadership
still is the one of feading scctlons of the
workers in struoggle for thelr vital needs.
Hence it I8 natural that thiz group in
the Paterson strike situation, has ulready
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become a part of the antl-Communkst
front, part of the machinations to decelve
the workers. In the trade unlom fAeld,
the Right wing diacloses its ligquidation-
gt course with particular conclusiveness.

The Statos of the New Industrinl Unlons

A survey of the present statos of the
new Indnstrial unions will reveal the
tallowing particalarly notably factors:
Firat, there are the most recent signs of
groat prospects avallable for the devel-
opment and strengthening of thess un-
ions, thelr possibility of actually attain-
Ing a union bagis and - mass basis,
Secondly, it 8 necessary to note the
peneral decline both of orsanization and
in infivence of the T. T. 1. I. unlons,
wlth the exception of some recent Wmit-
ed forward developments. This decline
redoeed zome of them to virtual non-ax-
patonee, despite itz occurrence in g period
of ohjective possibilities for growth.
Thirdly thore la the development along-
side of the T. 7. T. L. unlons of other
new Independent unlons having thelr
origin cither in a revolt against and a
aplit off from the A. F. of T., or in op-
posiion to [i—unions with a new type
of leadership, distinetly reformist or
peando-peogreanive, as for exzample, the
miners nnlons of Sonthern West Virginia
and Tllinois. The main reasens for the
first factor mentioned, the prospects of
erowth for the new industriad onlons,
have already been Indicated.

The reason= for the general decline of
the T. 15, 1. I. unlona are not In the
main to be sought in the objective diffi-
caltier which had te be overcome, al-
though there were auch,. No! The main
reagong are very  Intlmately eonnectsd
with the false concepts and methods of
Communist leadership as  practiced by
the Centrist reglime of the party and aof
the Comintern. Tt I8 necessary firet of
nll to record and condemn the false comns
ceptas of revolutlomary onkons in prachise
bulit on a basls which really left room
within 1t only for revolutionists: and
only of a certain type, exclnding nll rav-
alntionista and Left wing workerz not
willing to nesept the Centrist views of
the party leadership and unable to sah-
mit to ita arblirary factional eontrel,
Bome of these unlons were merely min-
ority sectione withdrawn from the con-
rervitive unions which had the declslve
bulk of the workers within thelr ranks.

In the second place, it iz pecessary to
reeotd and condemn the false tacties and
blandering methods parsued by the party
leaderahip In the fiew uhlon fleld. Fven
the barest semblance of unlon demosracy
dizappears] from fhe new unionz domin-
pted by the party leadership. They were
not pranted the least measure of aunto-
nomy mestsgary  for unlons o operate
s such. Functlonaries were arbitearily
replaced for rensons of party apparstus
interesta, without cvem as much a8 an
explanation given to the membership.
Huch replacements were made In  the
Natlonal Miners Tinilon and the National
Textile Workera Tinfon.  Abortive strikes
wiere lnunched without o consultation or

a vobte of the membership, as for exnm-
ple the Illinols mivers’ strike in Decem:-
ber 1925 and the later Philadephia
veaterfront strike. Often  strikes  were
called withoot a clear objective or de-
mands, as was the cast of the more T
cent Mew York needle triddes sirike of
the industrial unlon. Gencrally they all
wound up in certain defeat, There was
a compete absence of activitica within
the reformiat or conservative onions
whose membera were simply read ont
of consideration by phrases about “com-
pany union” and “social fasciam®™. Bt
above all, the party leadership’a fail-
ure to apply the united front  policy
courdid heavily in the decline of the new
nnions of the T, T5. 0. 1. and Iz today
endangering rerionsly their future pro-
Bpects,

These are also the wvery important
reazons for the rizse of new Independent
unions alongzide of the T. 10 1, L. wn-
fons. It was precisely becnuse of the
failore of the N, M. 1., nnder party
direetion, that the separate sections of
new minors unlons like the Southern
West Vieglnla unfon and  the 1linois
unlon, first wnder the Ilowat-Walksr
combination and later under the FEdmon-
gon leadership, could come into exbztence,
They are the frat example of new un-
long organized withowt the Communists,
with a peendo-progresslve and  reforimne-
Ists leadership, but slso antl-Communist
in thelr makeap. Their role §a, while
today in opposition, to endeavor fomor-
rowy to strike a bargaln with the reoce-
tlomaries, decelve the workers and apain
return to the reactlonary camp,

Such peendo-progressive  lendership,
whether It be at the head of new onions
or merely functioning as “Left" cover-
ings for the A. F. of L. reactionaries
cannoot be combatied by the fotlle buorl-
Ing of epitheta of “social fascism" or
by the worse method «of alliance with
them behind the backs of the workera.
The Centrist party leadership swings be-
twaen thess two extremes. Itz roecoil
from the izolatlon of the “Third Meriod”
antics conceal the danger of repetition
of the shamefol alliones of the Anglo-
Itussian Tnity Commiites. Hoth  ex-
tremes only weaken Communist leader-
ghip and further etrengthens the “Lofi™
coverings for the resctioparies, The lat-
ter can be effectively combatied only by
nnmasking thelr role of coveringa for
the reactionaries on the bazis of acioal
experience of the worker throngh a cor-
rectly applied policy of wunited front
struggles, embracing the workers under
reformist infloence as well as those nnder
Communist Influence,

Conclusion

1. The center of gravity of teade un-
ion policy 4oday s the organization of
the wnorganized indusirics through the
building «f the new Industrial uniops,
With the prospects of coming serious
battles, the possibilitics for this work is
enhanced. However, among {he essen-
tinl conditions for its soccess is the oeo-
essity of removing all of the false nar-
rowing coneepts, all of the factionnl bur-
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eancratic encumbrances to which the new
industrial unlons have bheen subjected.
They must be allowed to develop as ac-
tnal unions, ready to embrace all the
workers in a given industry. They musg
be allowd to develop as mass uolons.
Iiut serious eare shonld be taken that
they retain their militancy, rheir class
objectives, and a revolutionary lendership
founded upon revolutionary service and
devolion.

2 It §s essendlal and as u process
going hand in band with the organiza-
tion of the unorganized industries, to
take up seriously the work of develop-
ing aml organizing the potentially grow-
ing Left wing sentiment within the A.
F. of 1. and the new independent unkons
under reformist domination. Not in
order b0 split off minority sectlons from
these pniong but to win (heir members
for Communizm., One of the important
duties of thiz potentially developlng Left
wing must be to defend the objects and
principles of the new indestrial wnions
which are under revolutiomary leader-
ghip, Not only to defend them bat to
work actively for unity in struggle for
clazs ohjectives jointly with the new in-
dustrial snions. Therg can be mo objec-
tlon In principle to splits bat the fonda-
mental bagis must alwaye be the one of
winning the majority of the workers for
the revolutionary objects. Under condi
tions where the reformidgt unions embrace
the decizive bolk of the orpanized work-
erg It I1s the task of the Left wing Lo
help bulld and strengthen (hem bot with
the avowed object of winniog the memn-
isers and the new reerolts for the pol-
lekes of the Teft wing.

3. PParficdarly im the trade union
field are there mow rvich possibilities as
well ag an imperative nesd for a genu-
ine anited front policy., 1tz correct ap-
plication is a serfous duty devolving upon
the Communigts, The recently develop-
ed salfuation in the mine felds ond in
the textile indusiry testify eloquently to
thiz need an well as to itz practicallty
of execution. It eam, however, not be
carried oot under the mancuvers of try-
ing to fool the workers or inviting them
to desert the nntons to which they belong
to enter a8 Ap-called “united front from
below"” under the narrow banoer of party
controlled unions. Much less can the
united front be establizhed by manen-
vers behind the backs of the workers
of allinnees or deals with “Left™ come-
ong. DBoth methods defeat the very ob-
Jects and purposes of the onited fromt,
wieaken Communist Influence and streng-
then the hold upen the workers by the
reformists and  reactiomary imperialist
mpents, An honest united front  policy
Impliea & recognition of the existing nn-
fonz as bona fde bodies composed of
workers whom it beecomes the duty of the
Communiats to bring together to fight alde
by slde, getually to unite and, In the pro-
cess, to defeat the deceivers and betray-
ers and thus to demonsteate the super-
fority of the revolutlomary program, ob-
jects and leadership.

Translated into practical osetlon it

wonld mean, for example in the miners
situation, that the Natlonnl Minera Un-
lon recognize the anions of Sonthern (Vest
Virginia and 1linois s bona Ode bodies
of workers who Iave rebelled ngainst and
aplit off from the imperinlist agents of
ihe Lowiz machine. The N M. 1L
ghould, upon the basis of sueh recognl-
tion, toke the initintive in calling them
topether to fAind the st ways and means
for o unlted struggle and to hammer
out the common olijectives of the strug-
gle. Inm the textile workers' situation,
an approach to a solution should pro-
comd on a similar basis, Soch a united
front poliey, correctly applied, ean T
come n real source of strengih to the
revolutionacy section and cootribute Lo-
ward the defeat of the refirmista. The
nafited front policy muost becoms o means
to the ulimate establishment of trode
union unity.

4. With the further progress of the

glashing capitalist ofensive, It §s to be
expected that there will to an increas-
ing degree be a resorting to the most
brotal sappression of all the elementary
rights of the working eclass, It is to
he expected not morely as n preventive
against the workers' reslstance buf alsn
ag & means of eontinnally keeping them
on the defensive, Where, in a rising
movement, deception and trensen may
not aerve the eapltalist employers 8¢
well, it will he substituted by open brut-
al force—inerease of injunctions, police
perzecution, deportations, evielions, den-
jnl of politleal rights, cte, ete. In this
gituation, it becomes a dufy of the Com-
munigta particularly to raise the slogan
of At for the demoeratic rights of
the workers”: to wonite the workers’
forces and to organige the fight =0 o8
to bring out fully its political character
and eompletaly connect it with the irade
unlon sRuwea.
5. The Left Opposition will continoe
its fight fraternally fo asaist the party
toward eorrpet views and proctizes of
trade union policy but weeparingly and
intransigeantly against the false maneao-
verg and blunders of the party leader-
ship. We decisively condemn and will
pontinue our fight unrelentingly against
the eazentinlly reformist views of the
Itight wing Lovestone group, which, In
the nume of onity, proposeas to harness
the developing revolls agninst the A, F.
of L. buresueracy within reformist chan-
nels, to bring about their defeat by pleas
to return to the old onlons.  The policy
of the Lovestone gronp is the lguidation
of the new anlons, the liguidation of the
Laft wing—and the slrengthening of the
renctionary imperinlist agents. Our pol-
ey is the building of the pew militant
anione upder revolntionary leadership
and the developing and strengthening of
the Left wing wherever five masses are
Eroupeed.

6. The Left Opposition proposes this
policy to the parly, to e Communist
movement and to the Left wing feade ane-
lon workers., Ounr membera  wherever
they are in the trode union, be it the
naw industeial unlons or o e A F. of
L., will work as a Left Communist froc-
tlon fighting for the application of this
poltiey. Continuatlon of the party lead-
ership In resisting our proposed policy
can only urge our members and sapposi-
era to Intensify their efforts throwghout
the trode union field.
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The Red Raids in Canada

(Continned from page 1)
of & complete embargo on lrade re-
lations with the Soviet Union may possl-
bly =atlafy the Archbisheop of Canter-
bury but scarcely contribute to indus-
frial revival,

Meanwhile unemployed demonstrations
thrdughout the country have shown the
temper of the jobless viletims of the
gyatem to be rising—ihey hava oot al-
ways been ready to disperse submissively
at the first threatening gesture of the
police. Relief has been pitifully inade-
quate. To proposals for a system of
socinl insarance Benonett replies  that
newer, never, will he uondermine the
stardy independence and ploncering spirit
of Canadians with the infamous *“dole".
Fearlng the radicallzing cfMect on che
maszses of starvation In s several de-
greas, the possessing elasses view the
approaching winter with oneeriainty and
uneaziness.  Shortly before provogation
af Parlinment, the Cabloet rushed through
a bill in terms onparalleled aince the
War Measures Act conferring dictator-
ial powers "upon the governer-in-councll
[that iz, lteelf] in respect Lo unemploy-
ment and farm pelief ; and for the main-
tendnes of peace, order, and good povern-
ment in gll parts of Canadae™,

In explanation of thisa measure Beo-
nett declared that “we will take sdch
netion ns in the judpment of the ex-
ecntive of this coontry . . will free
thiz country of thoss who have proved
urworthy of our Canadian ecltizenship”.
He referred to the Immigration Act as
already enabling the denaturalization of
# natoralized cltizen, and of course his
subsequent deportation, Hiz rellef pro-
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posal amounted to a scheme of public
works, road constroction, ele, to which
the registered unemployed will be draft-
e to work at such wage-rites ns the
povernment sees Gt It iz a choice be-
tweern a form of indosirial eonzcription
at the lowest possible standard of 1iving
or outrlght starvation. In plain words,
the Government gave nolkee that every
manifestatlon of claze consclousness, ev-
ery attempt to bring home the responsi-
bility for the c¢rilsls on capitalism, every
movement of indoatrial or political op-
positlon in the working class to the
jmegaures of the government, will be
met with censorahip suppression, im-
prisonment and deportation. Amd  the
Communists, ns the militant leaven, are
to be singled out especially.

Folleg Terror In Toronto

The Ontarle provincinl aulhoritiea have
quickly taken thelr cue. Not that their
metion will ba entirely a new departure.
Ever since the advent of Gencral Diraper
to the pollce administration in Toronto,
po-galled clvll liberties have been e0n-
gpleusus by their abeence. Draper pro-
cesded to glve the most convincing ocular
demonstration of Lenins  thesiz  thad
bourgeais demoeriey is a sham and 4
e, Open-alr meetings were dispersed
on évery occaskon by police clubs, speak-
ers were cruelly mon-bhandled and Eeat-
en, Hall owners wera prevented from
renting out their assembly balls by the
fear of lozing their lHeense. A few pae-
ifigts and professors attersd a  feeble
protest for free speech in the name of
“Hritiah jusatice™, ‘The “labor leaders™
and social-democrats either maintained o
cowntrdly sllence or warned the police

Bpecial Rates In Bundles

thot their metlvwds would only create
more Holsheviem. DBut {the eapitalist
presg with  few  exceptions  virnlently
urgid o holy war of “Christendom®™
agninst “Boviet dumping”, The pillars
of Business and Finance, including the
Chief Justiee of the ['rovinee, gave
Deaper’s fnlth and works thelr heartiesc
approval, Liberaliam could only emit iis
odor of decay.

The latest atage of the persecution of
the party s by far the most serioos,
gines it attempls to ploee the Commun-
lst program itself under [ndictment.
Upon the comrades selected by clrcum-
stonce to represent our doctrine resta
therefore a great responsibility,~—to wlil-
fze the occasion despite the technical
ilitfeultiea of court procedure, as a ToFnm
from which to appeal to the working
claas. It Is capitalism that must be
placed under Indietment The Commun-
lets must show that they have no (o-
lerests separnte and apart from the rest
of the workers, If they are on trial
at thiza moment, it s for no “advoecacy
of foree or wiolenee" but because they
ara leaders In the immedinte stroggles
of the workers againat upemployment,
agrainst wage-cuts, agninst eapitalist mili-
tarlem, for the defemce of the BSoviet
TUnion, for freedom of speech and as-
sembly, ate., amd beeause in the mourse
of these struggles the Communiasts most
expost the mechanism of capitalist ox-
ploitation and the class-character of the
Hiale,

The Compiunlsts make no secret  of
thelr alms.  Our program s dictated by
an objective consideration of the motive
forcea of history and capitalist soclety.
We are well awgre that the government
regards the use of “force and violence',
whether for the prosecution of war or
the supprésajon of atvikes, as Its exclu-
alve monopoly. The “democratic™ state
ig the exccutive of fhe capitalist class
and an organ of exploitation and ecoerclon
of the proletariat. If bonrgeols dem-
aeracy is based on eonsent, it i3 the
“eonzent” of the victim who has besn
slunned or drmgged. But constitutional
problems are in the first place questions
of power and legul institutions change
with the eocial stroctore. The Com-
muynisis do not “create” revolutlonary
situatione ; they only organize the work-
eérs (o reap the advantage, Hoéevolution-
ary exploslons must cccar when the con-
tradiction between the chameter of the
property relations and the mede of pro-
duction of a given soclety becomes un-
bearable, In this sense it I8 true that
on a world scale capitalist economy is
ripe  for secial  revolution, Buot the
workers conquest of polltical power is
ot o simultancous act. It fs fought out
in natlonal forms. Not only i& & thor-

ough-going social and pelitical crizis and
the sufficient degres of demornlization of
the ruling class necesenty but a majority
of the workers at least most have we-
ceptedl Communist leadership,

A Trial Out of the Fast

The Attorney-General muost know ns
wall as we do that the party in Canada
cannot yet boaost such a following amnd
that there I8 no immediste revolotion-
ary crisis. If there weee such, he must
further Enow thot the methols of o jury
teind wonld by mutual consent be alio-
gether inndequate. e has  apparently
ot learned, however, that he cannot Tor
n long time fope to slem the tide of rov-
olutionary agitation, propagands and o
ganizntion by proscribing the revoluwtion-
fstx. Tismark's anti-zsecinlist beglslation
fublid witlmately to prevent the cxpansion
of the social demaceney and in onre day,
the Communist mevement. Attorney Cen-
gral I'rice may nol hoave heard of 1he
trial. following the revolution of 105G
nf 52 delegates to the Workers Council
of Bi. IMeteralbwmrg. They were arresbel
and tried under zection 101 and 102 of
the Czarist Oriminal Code ns hoving
“attended and participated . . . In an
nusoeiation which knowingly =0t ft=elf
the parpose of violently overthrowing the
legally estalMizshed form of government of
Rusyin and replacivg i with o denecratie
republic”. The proportions arve differsnt
but the ecxample is instroctive, Thoe G2
were condemped to lowmg terms of lm-
priconment and Hiberinn  exile. 'With
what results?

There con be no question of the posi-
fion that every closs-constions worker
must tnke up btowards this irial-—alao-
lote, militant, inlransigennt strugele
npinst the forces of reaction. The work-
are mnst organise in o braod united front,
whatever their political or indostrial af-
filllations, to protest acainst the wave of
terror which the eapitalist awithorities
have let loose against the militnnts of
their class, Every ounce of energy must
be thrown inte the defense of the com-
rades and ihe right of the party to con-
tinue above gFround, We Communists of
the Left Opposition have serious Inter-
nal differcnces with the Centrlgl lemder-
ghip of the party touching policy and
principle,. We do not minimize ihe yme-
partanes of these diferences for a1 cor-
rect revoluliopary Marxian development
of the party. but that cnnnol deter us
from rallying to the party in every crisis
and emergency and for o wnited strug-
Ele agninst the reaction. We ask today
a8 before (o be re-lnstated In our moem-
bership rights amd we are prepared to
sUbmit owr dikerénees to be resolved by
the processes of party democriey.
Toronto, Auguat 10351,

—MAURICE SPECT




