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DISCUSSION ARTICLES

Reforms and Immediate Demands

I take advantage of an Incorrect for-
mulation in the thesis in order to ralse
more  vital questlons dealing with its
content. The thesis labels the practical
needs of the day, reforma.  IE says, "1t
is the Communists whe are the most
ardent and willlng defenders not ooly
of their broad historical interests (the
social revolution) but of most Darrow,
limitesd nmd practical needs of the day
(reformz). It s in this way of linking
the stroggles for daily oeeds with the
final aim, of baving the former pave
the way for ihe latter, that the struog-
gle for reforms ¢an be carried on in o
revodutionary sense that %z it cam be
directed against the reformists”  Not
voly s b improper to uwse the word or
impression “fghting for reforms” bot the
way the problem |5 formulated the re-
lation of immediate demands with witi-
mate demand, iz wrong.

Can we Alarxists use the word reform
in this sense? No, 1 think we have been
playing wiih ibhis word long enoopgh and
it iz time fwe start a thorough dis
cusslon in the Leaft Opposition, not on
the word reform, bot what §8 more fme
portant and behind it—the wodorstand-
ing of immediate demands and practical
needs of the class.

The FPosition of Negalion

All working class organizations olain-
ing to fght for the class have stambled
ou this problem Lo o greater or lesser
degrea. Outstanding in  the Marzinn
camp are e Leon and the 5 L. I,
which, unable to find a way out, just
threw the whole thing overboard and
denied it all. DBut since procticn]l needs
of the class today are materinl things
and mot ghosts (heir denial was o oo
avail. The . ., to this day, iz follow-
ing the footatepas of the 8. L, P, on
thizs vital elass question. Doth of these
organizntions have token o negative
poaition while the §. P, swinging to the
opposite dirsction, haz transformed every
etruggle for immediate denonds ioto re-
forms of the worast kind, In the Com-
munist currents, sad to say, we find them
handling the questlon with kid gloves,

The three main currents of Commun-
lam take a correct abstract positlon om
the guestion of Immediate demands but
expericnce has proven that the Right
wing and Sinlin Centrist are maddled
and confused when the question deseends
to Lthe sphere of practieal life.

Experience hos shown that the Left
Oppositlon unﬂ&mta.nq.u whut is meant by
lmmediate demands pnd s relation to
the social revolution. KEventa which
have followed the programs tactles and
strategy  wa presented [or these olass
battlea windicate owr corrent; but the
way the thesiz handles the question does
not eome up lo this standard,

We Marxisis cappot borrow many dic-
tlonary words and use them to deflue
things and conditions in the class strug-
gle, The word reform iz one such word,
Consldering how the word is used in the
thesis (aod pot what youn mean) I can
follow W to the logleal cowclpsion and
add, the bigrer and better and more re-
forms we fght for and gain the cloger
we will be to the social revolution. But
fucts prove thig is far from the troth,

Ia thers any differcoce in the materlal
gulns or practical peeds of the day for
our class “glven” by the Losses or their
labor lenders or won by owr class in
struggle? To every AMurxizt  (amd  ihe
writers of the thesie have anld such time
and again), we koow thers iz a fooda-
mental diference for our class position.
Rut the expreazion in the thesis dees not
say this. Only hy understanding the
class forees and causes for the way our
clagz rocelves these maoterisl gaing from
“day to day™ can we (after explaining)
s it in a “revolutionary sense™. This
nnderstanding enables us to label the
klnd of materlal gain to denote reform-
ist or revolutlonary action in the strog-
gle for immediate demands.

Falza Absfractions

If the practical needs of the day are
"given" by the bosses or their govern-
ment they are reforms: if they come
from the bosses' Iabor leaders, trade
wnlon or politleal, they aré social re-
forms and Iif these gaing are won by
our ¢lass in stroggle led hy Ite vanguard
they are sparks for revolution. Prae-
tiral meeds of the day for oor eloss
canngl he abstracted from the class
struggle and the organizational and #leo-
logleal position of the class, If we ecould
abatract f{hese immediate demands or
gialna from the positlon of battle of the
clags forces we could say all these gains
are raforms, DInt such an abatraction is
falae while other abatractions, saoch as
are explatned in “"Capital™ are not false

We know that reforms or socin]l re-

forma do not eoma from the big kiond

hearts of the bosses and thelr dunkeys
We know they are graoted from above
Iisause the class pressare from below
compels them to relinguish this material
guln Tor our class in order to stem the
tide wmd check the growing opposition.
It 1y more proftuble to “kill with kind-
ness” thun to kil through white terror,
providing the position of the bosses en-
ables them to carry out the former. The
degree of class pressure determioes, In
the majority of cases I the practical
needs will be direct from the bosses or
from their Qunkeys or from the class it-
self through correct leadership. Reforms
can be suld to result from class pressure
but cluss pressure without, or lack of,
or wrong pressore of the class vangoard
meany 4 disproportion in the relation of
Class and party.

The prowth und decay stage of capital-
ism will cause 4 big varlapce lo this dis-
proportion. In the growth stage of capi-
tallzm, the objective factoes [avor the
capitulisi and natarally reforms while
[he diecay stage gives the objective factors
to the revolutionist to a far greater de-
pree, This briongs to the fore the sabjec-
tive factor, the vanguard as the vital de-
termining factor of the problem as Tral-
#ky pointa out, not only in revolutloos
but also in the stroggle for immedinte
demands,

The degree of class pressure does not
always determine the success of re-
formism, a8 the above will indicate, The
gtage of capitalism we Hve In as well
as ilz ebba and ilows, and alsoc its un-
even cnplinlist development, 13 no ab-
straction in the ¢lass struggle, In the
growth stage of capitalism, cromba in
rempond bo eliss pressare were the least
evil for the bosses, becmuse the very ex-
panzion and new markets more than
made ap vor the loas, In the decay stage
reforms are bitter coneesslons from the
capitalist, knit to a higher degres not
only to the class pressure but mere so
to the policies of the vanguard,

When Bosses Grant Reform

1t capitallem granty reforms (beats as
to our point of advantige) this has its
ideslogical influence upon ouor class o
aaction of the clags as well a8 a Dega-
tive organizational resalt, geattering our
forcea and at the same tlme driviog
these olass forces into some form of capl-
lalist controlléd orgunization,

Huoeh prevenis the crystallization of our
class ldeology and unless the vanguard
iz wile gwake and capable we lose ¢ven
the possibility of retrenching ourselves
for the next atruggle. Ino this sepose, as
a cliss problem and not as an abatract
material ghin oor class, which only
learns by experience, has lost by the
bosses' coup and with it the vanguard
loses. Do pot material galos even woid
these above mentioned factors, galos and
a &lep toward revolution? Noo

With the capitalist coup in reforms,
the closs line re-forms with the bosscs
at a more advantapeous position than
before. A material galn given by capl-
talizm as a reform ls jost s0 much labor
power (controlled by capitalism) spent
as it wonld, be spent on the battlefield
in destruction of the eoewny forces by
ahells and ammuonitlon. Bot the com-
parizon does not hold water. Hecanse
a material gain even o relation to the
capitalist k= just so muoch spent, in pe-
lation o the workers it i8 5 material
gain.  Let us ses, 1T the vanguard of
the workeps moves up and jutrenches the
cliass behind the muaterial galn (reform
and not o spark) it Is already o NEW
FROBLEM and especially a total difer-
ent struggle if the capitulicts try to re-
take it. If the capitalista try to refake
what they gave, and not what we
won, it I3 mo longer n question of re-
form in the sense of immediate demand
(ofeosive struggle) but a problem of
defensive strugglea of our class,

How many material galps (regardless
of how they came) were retaken and
are being retaken by the capitalist in
the present erisis? Any thinking work-
er can anseer (his falrly well. In This
case If the vanguard does nol Meaguro
up to standards we can say, the greater
the number of thess galns through re-
forms and social reforms, the easler it
is for capitalism to retake them and the
numbers that come to us as material
pains as aparka toward rpevolution the
harder it is for the capltalizt to retake.

One only has to look at the sick coal
industry (faverable to the capitalist)
with past gaing primarily through class
struggle and compare It with other heal-
thy capitalist [ndostries (favorable to
the workera) whera galng wert mainly
reforms and reallze the diference he-
twesn the two. A comparison will show
reforms are relinquished easier than the
gaing throngh class battles unless the
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vanguard's right or wrone poliey alters
the problem.
The Communlst Task

Can  we, the Communiztz, lay down
definite plans to prevent our action from
following the reformist camp? We can
Iy down principles in goneral, buot it
Iz impossible io lay down a line of march
that 1: fool-proof. Hach contrete strug-
gle must have s tacties formulated on
the basiz of Marzian apalysis, A line
of demarcation betwesn reformist aeilon
(reforms) and revolutlonary action can
be made In every struggle but every de-
vitloping struggle will have forces and
actipn of both. It & up to the Com-
munist to move these siroggles out of
ihe chunnels of REFORM into the chan-
nels of deeper class struggles. A slmon.
pure struggle (made In the office of the
bureagcrals) is just as wrong {lsolation)

a8 to epter movements which are or-
gnnizationally part of the enemy forces
{ Parlinmentary action—charity organiza-
tions, ete.), the latter will not be f=o-
latlon from numbers but will be isola-
tion from the role of the Communlst as
the vanguard toward revolotion.

Has not the Militant time and sgain
poinied out through dozens of strug-
gles, the action of the Stalinite Cen-
trlat and Lovestone Hight wingears which
wis g reformist and not & Marxian ac-
tion of class struggle? These are facts
and correct oammreations between T
forms and sparks, which the theses, in
itz formulation, does oot live op to.
Our relation to the 10, 8. 8. K. iz reform
and to Amerlcan imperialism it s rev-
olotion but the road to revolotion doos
not lend through reforms.

—HUGD OEHLER.

1. The Meaning of the American Crisis

The thesiz for the preconference dis-
cusdion states that the American crlsis
may show o decisive upwaird swing some
tirme after 1032, and that “whether or
not the Unibe] Stales in the next period
will reach the peak §f attained toward
the omid of the lasi decade cannot e
determined in advance.” “The wvast re
apnrcesd of the Unted Statea™, it aaya,
“tg unigue post-war pozition ita grada-
al displacement of England as (he lead-
ing factor in world economy and politics
-« o are 5L effective enowgh to war-
rant itz ability o extricmte ifself oat
of Itz present crisis by shiftlng the bur-
den of it oot only wpen the working
class at home, but opon (he Dations of
Enrope . . ." Nevertheless it sets forth
the perspective for the American work-
ing class movement of “rapid develop-
ment” and the “proapect of atrogeles
ahead that will Increase In breadih aod
depth and militancy™., The long-range
political eonclusion does not follow from
the cconomic premise; we believe it to
ba sound and believe that a restatemant
of the esconomic premize will prove it
It I not emongh to sthte an immedintpe
prospectlve of stroggle: it most be in-
tegrated info & longer-term perapective
af political activity.

The thesls nowhere indicates that the
present erisis of American eapitalism s
to be understed in any different lHght
from such past erises oz those of 1803,
1907 or 1021, from which American capl-
tallam in each case rose to new heights.
To understand the preseit orflals mechan-
irally, as the hourgesls economists of
the "huziness cyele” do, to regard I as
a mere repetition of a pattern of rlse
and decline and rise, 13 to deny the wal-
Idity of the dialectical method of his-
torfcal materialism. For a Marxzist the
quéation must be posed w8 an alterng-
tive: “Have the developing contradie-
tions within capitaliam repched a new
atage, or are there still forces of growth
and stability within ecapitalism which
will enable It to overcome these contra-
dictions and prolong the perlod of pre-
revolutionary capitalist stabilization?™

MNew Factas As Hasa

The ansgwer to the question will deter-
mine the correctness of the politieal and
strategic Jdepartore, and therefore this
angwer must be based on ascertailnable
fact. It cannot be based on a general
bellef in the power of sorvival of capl-
tallsm, in the American or in the world
sphere, or on mere impressions or hunch-
es. The fact that there are many unknown
factors In the economic oufleok is mo
Justification for a Marxist to avold the
clenr amd provable Implications of
mony of the known factors, but places
on the objector the responsibility of
proving the existence, direction and
strength of the sustaining and stabiliz-
Ing forces of capitallsm,

In gontradistinetlon to the statemonts
of the thesls quoted above, this artlele
will present facts leading to the fol-
lowing concluslons,

1. The best that American capitallsm
can hope for as the outcome of the pre-
gent crisls 1z a temporary stabillzation on
a lower plane,

2 While the economic contradictions
of capitalism will in all probability lead
to the classical solution of impeciallst
conquest of markets the volqgue position
of Amaericm, asz distingoisthied from the
older imperinlist powers, will not enable
it to obtsin the pomized benefits of (m-
parialism as did England o the ninetesn.
th century. Therefore imperlalist war
while a loglcal ootecome of the crisis,
will not solve the crisls, bot will merely
shift the centar of gravity of American
capitalism increasingly to forelgn conn-
tries, while aggravating the crigis at
home,

Thearles of Self-Core

Ag o 1. A. Bome bodargeols sconom-
lstg, and we rogret to say, some Com-
minists, have advanced the theory that
this erisis like preceding ones, will cure
itself when stocks of consumption goods
\shoes, shirts, bhats) in the hand of
consumers and retallers decline to a
point where replacement demand 18 gront-
er than the reduced volume of produc-
ton prevalling at the bottom of @ crisis.
This will cause greater manofacturing
activity, more jobs, and the beginning of
the recovery., Ths theory I8 fncorrect—
(1) becanse the demand ltself keeps
decreasing through unemployment and
wage cuts, and the mere necesslty for
a worker to buy a pair of shoes by no
maeans guarantess that he will be able
ty pay for them-—ihe appetite doss not
make the dinner, (2} More important
—etongumption gpoeds are parchased out
of income, not out of eapltal. The erlsls
is a crisis of capital amd I8 most skeni-
lficant feature is the inabillty of capital
to find markets which parmit It to ex-
plolt labor at a profit. Crlzes historical-
Iy have been solved by the Increased pro-
duction of ecapltal goods, oot consmpion
gpoods—Iin Marxian terminology, by an ln-
creased outlay of constant ecapital not
of warlable eaplial, In the past, this
haszs meant the construction, by capltal-

ists, of goods of large capital wvalue,
which are only slowly nsed up houses,
railroads, Industrial planta mine devel-
opments, even automobiles, A caplitalist,
stelng a sitvation where money mater-
falzs and labor are all cheap, constructs
a house, g rallroad or a foctory, out of
capital, not lncome, anticipating a compe-
titive advantage because of low constroe-
tion costs and financing charges

At the present time, thiz solotion of
the erizizs iz not  available. Rallroad
milenge has shown no slgnificant increase
for thirty years; because of speed-up and
“rptlonalization”™ the record railroad
traffic of 1920 amounting to 447 billlon
ton-miles against 330 billions in 1022
was havled by H6030 locomotives and
2277464 freight cara in 1020 ogainst
64,140 locomotives and 2203380 frelght
cars in 1922 In the first sl months of
1931 the rallroads placed 8051 new frel-
ght caras in service, compared with 4%9-
208 in the Arst half of 1030, and on July
1, 1931, had on order 8.903 new freicht
cars compared with 24 640 on the same
date Iast year. It I8 therefore clear that
additional demand for capital gpooda by
the railronds I8 not tending to bring
about recovery.

In industey, most bhranches are over-
equipped not by standards of the erisis
alone, but even on the basls of actoal
demand in 1520 and the years [(mone-
diately preceding. The soft coal indas-
try s equipped to produce 500 million
ta a blillon tons a year, against actuanl
outpot of H67 million tons in the best
year im Ha hiastory., The antomobile n-
dustry can prodoce #0000 cars & yoar
ogainst 5,600,000 in 1929, the record yegr.
The steel Industry began 1931 with a
capacity of G2ANNkWM} tons, ngninst &
prodoction of 5G00M0000 In the beom
year 1928, L0000 tons more than the
previous record and this year for pore-
Iy competitive reasons, i adding an ad-
ditional 4,000,000 tons of capacity, knows
ingly adding to the excess capaclty.
Copper mines, produecing at an svernge
cost of 803 centes a8 pound agalnst 4 mar-
ket price of 7 and a half cents, are not
adding to thelr prodoctive facilitica
least of all in the face of an imminent
amd eventusl inerenza of 2000000 tons
per year from Cannda and S0HL000 tons
from Sounth Afriea to the record 1929
production of 2,000,000 tons. In scores
of other Iodustries the story is the same
—production facilities are too large for
even a boom-time demand. and will cer-
tainly mnot b added to mow. Perhaps
electrle refrigerators, washiog machinea
clgnrettes, moving pictore studlos and
the like are prospering, but serlous large-
nealeé Industry has had Ita i1 of expan-
glon, and will comdrlbule no demand for
more productlion facllities to help end
thg erisis,

Bullding conatroction has been notor-
lously overdona throughout the United
Biates, following on the post-1922 hoom,
and this industry begnn having its own
private crisis ps early as 1928, It s
gtlil {n the ecarly stages of readiusting
ita rents and flnanclal borden to the
lowered purchasng power of the country
and Is in no pesltion to attract addiion-
al fixed capital. The building boom that
began In 1922 to make up for constrioe-
tion deferred during the war and the
high-intereat period op to 1022 was one
of the potent factors that ended the
erigis of 102021, but s not in the per-
spective now,

One great force that ended past crises
ia therefore not available fo end the pre-
senl one-—the investment of Inrge am-
ounts of mnﬂtﬂ-ni‘. ecapital {(net income or
variable capital) In producers’ goods
(oot consomera goods).

The Agrarion Crlsis

3. The Ipcreasing sharpness of the
ngrarian erlsls constitutes another dif-
ference between past crises and the pre-
sent one. An alleviating factor Ilm past
criaea was the ability of the farmere to
ralse their purchasiog power through
increpsing the slze of the crop. Sioce
1M9 this has no longer been the case,
In that year, the total agricultural out-
put wiig no larger than in 1915, bot the
higher average prices created the larg-
est erop valoes In Ameriean bistory, In
1024 the crops were larger than in 1919,
but the contradictions of the world agra-
rian crisis had reached a polnt where
the declining prices caused by the larzer
crops nollifled the effects of increasing
outpat and reaulted in lower crop values,
In the same way tha bomper crops of
1828 brought in less porchasiog power
than the smaller crops of 1927, At the
present time Dlcent wheat has brought
the gquestlon of farm mechanizatlon de
clalvely to the foreground. One nuthor-
ity estimates that 1000000 farm families
will e displnecd within the next few
yeard hy nmiechanized form corporations
able to raise 20 bushels to the aere mnd
having n prescial  aerenge of 10000000
nered, thal e nhle to twrn out 20 per-
cent of the higgeat wheat crop ever mode
in Amerlen.

The permanont army of the wnemplog-
ed will be Incrensingly swelled by re-

crults from the farm, unable to stand
the borden of mortgages and taxos with
their low technical level of efficlency as
comparsd with ginot corporutlons, aod
unable to exist on Hkcent wheat.

Increased crops |n the future, even it
possible, will not mean ineressed puar-
chasing power for farmers, bl merely
an Inerensed cxport sarplug for  lorge
farming Ccorporations to dispose of In
competition with Russin, Canada, Auns-
tralin and the Argentine, This way ont
of tha crisiz s closed.

. Capitallem, to protect It profit
marging {or surplus valee), unable to
extend Its markets and conseqently ifs
prodoction in the immediote, will extend
and decpen ils asspults on wages, From
the international viewpolnt, capitalism
in one country uikler Hoover is as fnll-
acions A slogan s secialigm in ome conn-
try under Stalin. With increasing tech-
nical and economic doevelopment, both
must become ever more deeply involved
in lpnextricable ties with the ountalde
world. High tariffa and State control of
foreign trode do not alter this situation.
In relation to wages, capligllam can
geither pull Epropenn wages up to the
American  slapdard, which is a futile
dream, given the nature of capitalizm,
or It can tear down Americnonm  wagpes
toward European standards, which I
what capitallsm is actoally engaged in
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iloing, Thiz lnvolves it in & major con-
tradiction—to malntain profita 1t cots

waged, and a8 it cots wages it redoces
purchasing power and hence the possi-
Lility of profitz, whence follow further
winges cuts, lesa profis, more wage <ots,
etc, Fat thia ix only the reverse of the
nscending  spical of capitalism In ifs
stape of growth and  siability—more
wages, mora profits, more wages, ete.
Wages were not seriously cut in past
eriges, nof even In the 1921 crisls after
commaodity prices had fallen 40 perceat,
and hourgeois ceonomizta wgers shouling
the neceasity of “adjusting wages to
prices”. At that time prices had risen
sharply. Durlng the beom perlsd, and
woges with them., In the 1920 boom,
neither prices nor wage levels rose to
anything like the extent of the 1918-24)
boom, but the orisis bas alrendy resulted
in sharp wage cuts, and more and deep-
er ones ard likely to follow.

From this standpoint, we have further
reason to believe that the centory-long
upwarid enrve of American capitalist de-
velopment has passed its peak and that
the present orisls is distingoished from
all puwst American crfkes, not by Its
plapetary character, as the thesls states,
but by the fact that it ks the fdest of
the crisez on the downward swing of
Amerlean capitallsm,

—H. J. FIELI,

Shortcomings in the Youth Thesis

The thesls on the youth question on
the whole treats the problem well, How-
gver, In trylng to be conelse and to the
paint, a number of things were elther
omitted or Insutfciently explained.

1. We must always remember that al-
though, because of the speclal charmc-
teristica of youth, we approach the youih
of the working class on a special basis
with specinl izauea, they nevertheleas
form an important part of the working
¢lars as & whole, Our alm ls always not
only to appeal to the youth of the wark-
ing clasgs on their particolar problema as
young workers, but alss to link their
atruggles with thosa of the whole class,
to bind together the young and the old.
Thia the thezls falls to take cognizance
af treating the youth as though it were
some gueer produoct of society complete
in itself, and having no relation to any-
thing elaa.

Egqual Pay for Equal Work

2. An excellent slogan that has s
appeal for boih the young and the old,
that can belp cement thelr cooperation
in the class stroggles, ig the slogan that
the ¥. . L. bhas sdvanced—equal pay
for equal work. We seec over and over
again the displacement of older work-
arg, better pald, by young workers who
are gtill further speeded up and given &
lower wage. The fight for equal pay re-
pardless of wge means a fight against
wage-cnts, agalnst apeed-upa, against the
playing off of one section of the working
elass agninst the other, s relative secur-
ity for the older workersz, & materlal
advantags for the younger workers.

The promulgation of thi= slogan and
the actual fight for it is of conrse based
on the mcioal activitles of the Commun-
fsts young and old, In indastrial and
trade unlon Hfe, The reason why the
Y. . L. has made no headway with it
Ia that they bave not prépared the groond
for any kind of slogan, for any kind of
mass followlng, by actunlly entering into
the life and atroggles of the working
class. The worker is not held by the
Young Commuonist League, it meambers
are not given the education essentinl for
correct participation in the Jday to day
lifg of our clazs. No matter how corpect
one isolated slognn may bappen to be,
the general approach to the young work-
ers makes even the correct slogan worth-
less,

It Is lmportant that our Opposition
Fouth comrades should joln the union
of thele trade, take part in lts activities,
and there catry on the fAght for egual
pay for equoal work. The thesis cor-
rectly puts the additlonal task of the
voung Communists in the gnions the oone
of fighting for equallity in unien condl-
tions for the young and the old—this also
inclodes the youth of the opposition.

3. The thesls takes the position that
the formatlon of youth auxiliaries to the
various orgunizations (1. L. 1), 1. W. 0},
ele.) iz not only soperfluons, but actu-
ally harmful to the Leagus. With this I
disagree. Even as the auxiliariea are
comlucted now absolutely controlled by
the party and the Y. C. L. they attract
young workers who wonld not otherwisze
be brought te the Y. €. L. Properly oon-
ducted, these youth auxiliarles shounld be-
come a recrulting field for the Young
Commionist Leéagme. The young worker
who enters the League i85 ready to asso-
clate bimzell with a Communist organ-
Ization under the direct leadership of the
Communist party; he i ready to accopl
the policies of the party, and i3 anxlous
to traln himself to take hia place In it.
The auxliiary organizations will draw
in young workers in whom the first foint
stirringe of class consclousness are felt,
but who would not come io the ¥, C. L.
direct, who are not ready to declare
themselves Communists. The nucleus of
Leaguers o these warions yonth grouaps
—these awelel shouald of courme always
be present, and should conslst of cx-
pericnced and trained young Communists
—ahonld scrve as the recruiting officers
for the League.

A Nueleps in the Leapue

4. The thesls =sets forth as one of our
Immedinte tasks the formation of & nme-
lens in the Young Communist Leagwe.
But we bhave always been advocaling
that, ag well as the bullding of nuclei in
the party. The quoestlon has been, and
remalng, how 13 this to be done? We
el galn contact with membeérs of the
Young Communist Teagoe by partielpat-
i Iw these yonth anxiliary groups by
taklng up the tasks of no wetive member
aof the gronp, and meanwhile attempting
to gat onr pollclee across, especially to

discoss  the problems of the movement
with Lthe membera and sympathlizers of
the ¥. . L. whom we fiod In the youth
groups.  Ancther way of “boring from
within™ Is to zend our youth membors
whi do mot come from the League into
it. Thia of course depends o grest deal
upan noft only the cxternal conditions,
but upon the ldeclogical matorlty, ebo,,
of the comrade. Bot wherever it is
found possible, this method of coloniza-
tion should be followed. Thirdly, we
should make a very serious attempt to
draw in members amnd sympathizers of
the ¥. . L. into our claases. The cluss-
ef held in New York were attended for
the most part by members of our own
bronch. In addition, of course we should
follow the naunl methods of appronching
Communists and Communist sympath-
lzers in general. We should fsave leaflets.
from time to time expressing our views
oft ¢urrent problems,

5. More emphasis sbonld be placed
on the need of our group to earry on
sducation for the youth, {(Of course, the
adult Communists are certainly oot to
be cut off from these undertakings—they
often need jost as much edueation o
the youthl) Eapecially becanse of fhe
failure of the ¥. . L. to supply elemen-
tury Marxion training, it is neeessary
for the Opposition to condoet o fonda-
mental education among the Yoeang Com.
munista. We cannot approach the grent-
est number of younpg Communists with
essential International gquestions and et
them to sapport ocwr platform becanse
they lack the necessary backzronnd of
Marzian understanding. We must, where
ever our forces permit, institute clasacs
not only on the issues of the factional
strugele, but also of the most elomeant-
ary Communist edocation. We most al-
tempt to issue pamphlets on the lattor
subjects, The Young Vanpuard should
deal Igrgely with soch  edocation. We
must bear in mind that in order to judge
of the correctness of one or the other
platform o certain minfmgn of Commuan-
tat knowledge is indispensible, and we
must therefore help to spread and popu-
larize Communlsm in it most funda-
mental form among the members of the
Young Communist Teague. All  this
means that much more of a chance o
eatablish noclel within the Y. . L.

6. Our work Is not restricted only to
the ¥, €, L. Just ms with all ofher
work, our youth work takes ploes in the
claes g5 well as in its vangoord Par-
ticipation in trade unlons in youlh ¢lobs,
spréading of the first ateps of Commun-
lsm, ele.—in other words, we should ap-
ply the formulstion of the role of tha
Opposition elaborated by comreade Ooh-
ler (in his discossion artiels) and frans-
late it Ioto terms of youth work, Our
ranga of activities I8 naturally lmited
because of the lack of sufficlent yonth
forces. Haot youth work sz not enrried
en only by the young, The general ae
tivity of the Oppesition §s calenlated to
affect not only the party but the Teagne,

Youth Chabz

7. A youth club should not be nat-
tempted wntil there I8 & basla for L
That mesns we must entry on the activ-
itiea indicated ahove, snd when sofficlent
followlng has been galned, both among
Young Communists and sympathizees,
and among workers influenced directly
from the shops, schools, ete, them and
then only should we lnunch such o group.
The group will concern itsclf with apoarts
and <mlioral activitles bot should be &
recrulting gronnd for members of owr
classes, should e a treining and recruli-
ing fleld for Commuonists and Oppesition-
atz. Moat likely New York will ha fhe
anly sectlon for a long iime to come
that ean offer real possibilitles for such
a group. Youth comrades shonld be de-
finitely assigned to take part In it, this
being fust as Important o task a8 any
other.

8 We cannot get any definlte time for
the isshance of a youth paper, This
alzo depends entirely on what basis we
have for It. When we have really begun
1o do youth work, and have some grounds
to base our paper on, then only shogld
n geparate yonth paper be bagun. How-
over, the suggestion for an internal youlh
bulletin s & gpood one, and should be
put Inte effect as ool ns onr fAnances
permit. —LILLIAN BORI.

READ AND SUBSCRIBE ToO
THE MILITANT



