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Draft Thesis on the Youth Question

1. Capltalism draws the youth of the
proletarian families into the preductive
process, The chegpness of s Zabor
power, s physical snd intellectnal im-
maturity, its lack of trande union organi-
gatlon makes it particularly profitahle
phjm[a far 1_"-:|p1.|:|-|l..l'lti|:l'l'l. Thefie sSamMme
characteristies and the nesds growlng
ot of thom—npesd for phyzical and in-
tellectual development, for plgy, “social
Hie"—ware left almost wholaly unsatis-
fled From a posltion of helpers and ap-
prentices the youth was absorbed ever
more Inlo the peneral Industries  and
process of caplialism,

These excepiional condition of explod-
tation the development of milltarism as
a aupport of the growing imperialism,
and the need for the education of the
vouth for seclalism resnlbed In the early
tormation of young worker and soclal.
fsl youih organization.

& The Y. € L was fonnded in Nov-
ember 1010 ant of & need for an organd-
watlon whirh wounld attract the working
yonth townrla Communiam, wlin, organ-
fze and tealn it for the Communist part-
fea. The need for g speclal organization
In ¢alled forthh by the paychologlical pec-
ullarities of yoonith—its immaturity and
Impulgiveness, ta  speclal activitles—
sports, “apcal™ affairs, and ite phyaleal
nnd  fdellectinl Fequirements.  These
can be satisfied only by partienlar meth-
oila; activithes amd organization.

The Y, €1, L. are broad edocotional
aorganizationg of youth. Communist terin-
ing amd cducation reqoirea the Intlmatc
lmking np of the theoretical with the
practical, the atudy-group with the fleld
aof the elass siroggle. The Y. O, T la
in the forefront of the stroggles of the
wirking yonih leads and organizes it
for lmmediate economic and  enlinral
needs and demmnds ; straggles Inside and
ontelds the armed forees neninst eapi-
tallst militarizm; developa ltself in the
stropgle agalnst the honrgeols and petty
bourgesis (ecspecinlly reformist) organk-
zatlons and Infuence, a2 the enltural
cepter and politienl leader of the youth,

The Lengue which aspires 40 be the
leader of a soctlon of the working class,
the wonth, is politically =whordinate to
the Communist party, the vangoard of
the proletariat as a whole, The stratesy
an] tacties of the party are the strategy
and factics of the Teagne, This polit-
cal subordination i accompanied by the
arganlzntionnl antonemy of the Tanpue,
I e, ita right to elect fta own commit-
toes and officers, and rocolate the Toa-
gue's inner policles and 18fe. Palitieal
subordination s maintained by a capable
party cadre Inslde the Leagne, which dir-
ecta qind leads if, exchanze of represen-
tatives on committess, and a  sound
Marxian policy in  the class stroggle
which the Leaguers will readily follow,
A thorongh disenssion of the parly quoes-
tlons affecting the League should  take
place doring the Iatter's pre=onvention
dizcmaslon.

The restatement of these elementarsy
and fondamentnl princlples of the Com-
munizt younth, Inid dewn hy the first thres
congrasaes of the Y. O I, is made im-
perative by thelr revision, in theory and
practize, by the present leadera of the
Comintern and ¥, (% T,

3. . Lim#ed experienes with Comminn-
ist yonth work requires that youth tac-
tles, demanids, slogans and =pecinl organ.
izational forms shonld be pnt forward
not ns dogmna or Anlaled prodocts which
have universal validity but rather with
& view of testing them In proctize, ex-
amining the resnlts, and thereby laying
the gronnd for more effective tactics,
slogang, ele. The Comiotern wnnder
Zinoviev and later Bucharin and Atalin
convertsd the Y. €. L's into factional
mwne. Youlth policles woero completely
auhordinnfted to the factionnd require-
ments of the moment,

YOUTH IN AMERICA

4. Ihe to the inerepzed mechantzaiion
and rationalizntion in Amcrlean Indns-
try eince the last war, voulh Inbor s
to b fonnd in every Important Indus-
Iry of the country, Over one-fourth of
the workers in the U, % are onder the
nge of twenty-five—ahont  twelve  mil-
Hon. Of these, five milion are etween
the agea of 10 and 19 There are over
ong million children emploved onder the
fge of 16, exclusive of those wnder 10,

For the youth befween the agea of 18
and 24 who are being drawn in inereas-
fng numisers into the bnsic industries of
the eountry (coal, metal) Jdoing (he
rame work as the wnskilled adult, jn
many cases pedting the same pay and
suffering from the same oppressive eon-
iitions, the specinl forms of exploitation
o which the young worker I8 sulmii-
texl under the apprentice and helpers'
aystems are substitnted for by the great-
er speed-np, amd nn inerease In the in-
tensity of exploitation, The youth in
these Industrles are heing Incrensingly
ahgorbed into the unskilled proletariat.
This strengthens the solidarity between
the adult and youth {present eoal strike)
Bpeelal yonth demands in sach  cases,
o not arlee out of the speclal sconomie
mosition of the yonng workers but ra-
ther out of their payehologienl and phy-
slological peculinrities and redqjiirements

—thelr, immaturity, need for develop-
ment, ole,

In those aa well as in the light in-
dustries {electrical, radio electrical parts
production, foods, ete.) specla]l attention
ghounld he pafd to the youth under the
age of 18 Hpecial hours of work, wages,
coniitions of Ilabor con be dotermined
anly on the basiz of the partleulir in-
dastry. At the same time the Y. O L.
should put forward demands which link
up the stroggles of the voumth in the
shop factory, mine and mill with the
fght agafnst the ecapitallsts as a eclass,

The official ¥. C. L. today otillzes [ts
slogans and demands only on holiday oc-
caxions,

These demands ahould be put forward
in the sense discusszed in sectlon 3, AL
present they ean ot best be agitationnl
and propagnmla demands.  When the ap-
portunity offers jieelf, cither In an In-
dustry or In the country ns a whole,
they can be put forward as concrete lm-
mediate slogans of action.

The sitraggle for the youth demaids
shonlil be accompanied by a comparimon
of the econditions of the young worker
mider capitallsm and what it wonld ba
under g proletarian role—ns fllustrated
by the Boviet Unlon. The slogan for an
anhunl month vacatlon with pay Yor
vonth under 23 ¢an be made a powerful
weapon againet  the Citlzens' Military
Tralnlng Compa.

At thé some time o straggle for the
uninplzation of the youth shouald e ear-
rled on. In tewtlle, wsoml, putomablle,
radin ele, the youth should bhe organ-
Ized into the revolotionary wunions or
leaguez. Hpeclal yooth formas of orgnn-
[zniidn (committers or sectiona) should
develop apecial forms of activitlea 1o
attract and hold the young workers. In
industries whers the A, F. of I. has
symae  centrol (men's clothing, hailding,
It mupnufactnring, ofc) and large sec-
tlonz of youth are emploved, they are
almost completely bharfed from the un-
Innd "Wark among them I8 extremely
important. It can be an ald in the bulld-
ing of Taft wing proupa 0 the nnlons,
Furtier, the most persistent strugele
mugt e earried on o romove rmll dla-
criminntory rules and practizes In all
travle nnions,

THE EFFECTS OF THE CRISIS

5. The working youth 15 eapecially
hard hit by the present economic erfses.
The miserable wages provionsly recelved
hy the young workers made it Impossl-
hle for them 4o snve any money. Un-
emplorment which has resnlted W the
throwing of over two million youth out
of Industry, rednces them to poverty, in-
crenses thelr misery. The eonditions of
the employed youth are belng worsened
by woge-euts, and speed-up. The abs-
enep of trade unlon protection or social
logizlntion makes thelr posltion =2x-
tremely difflcult.

The crisfa has the #Toct of driving
many working class stndents ont of the
sefionis. It helps shatter thelr flluslons
about the simplliclty of getilng out of
thelr proletarian condition.

The plight of the young workera today
= ther best refutatlon of the much glorl-
fiesd American demoersey, “falr play",
amd “equal opportunity for all™ which
the powerful bourgeois agencies, schools
press, church amd  youth erganizations
hava hmmmered Into thelr heads. The
vouth are beglnning to see thia. It fur-
npishes tha best ohjective conditions yet
known in this country for the winning
of larpe sections of youth away from
uregols ldenlogy, the ¥, M. €. A, ihe
Y. W, II. A, the Boy Sconts, eie., and
for the Yonog Communlst League, To
nccomplish this requires correct tactles
In the class struogegle, reallstle youth de-
manis and getivities, a courngents, cap-
able Marxist leadership In the Y. C. T.

THE AMERICAN LEAGUE

f. ¥ven in this period of aplendld
opportunities for Commnnlst yonth work,
the Amerfean Lengae §j8 not only & mers
glmdow of the party (clalming 2,066
memherz) hot has loat more than Afty
pereent of ts membership gince the lnst
conventlon two years ago. The crisis
which has besn gripping the internntion-
al Communist and revolotionary mowve-
ment for the last few yearz is espechally
gemte In the ¥, O, L. in thiz ecountry.
The refpn of Stalinlem in the Comintern
its falae strotegy and tnetles its incom-
petent leadership, Internatlonally as well
ng metlonally, combined with false youth
tactics, are responzible for the prosent
condition in the Amerlean Communiat
youth movement,

There is not o =ingle feld of s activw
Itien in whirth the Leagoe oan show
sybstantial accomplishments.  No  real
edncationnl actlvity 1s carrlid on inskde
ihe Teagone; direnssions on Fouth tae-
tiea, on trode unnion policies, ete, are
a thing of the distant paslt. The so-
called  leaders, appointed by the party
burennerats, are incompetents whose
chief tralt i3 thelr sulizerviedes and
ahedlance,

In iz most important funstion, that
of edocating the youth for Communism,
the ¥, 0, L. has completely falled. This
ia best exemplified by the fact that the
riipid and conatant toroovers of membar-
#hip In {ts ranks means, pot that the
party is recruiting from the Leagoe, Lot
rather that the youth are turning away
from the revolatlonary movement. This
i# the major and mosi serlons weaknoesa
of the Leapue,

The youth leagues which In the early
dnys of the Communist movement were
In the forefront of the atrmggle against
apportunism in the revolutlonary move-
ment aré today blinded to the growing
dangers of the complefe degeneration of
the Communist party., The real strog-
gles and difficuliies of the Hussian Com-
munista are unknown to them; they are
taught to pnt unguestioned falth in the
glatements and pollcles of the leading
faction in the Comintern and the Ruos-
glon pariy.

In antl-militarist work, the Leaguoe,
although it has carried on some work in
the armed forees in New York, has been
extremely negligent. Little more than
a fow cries abont the war danger in the
Young Warker have been the som amd
aubatance of the anti-militariat campalgn.
Even its own members are not taught
the fondamentals of Commondst antl-

ilitarist tactics.

The struggle agninst the withdrawal
of the second class  mailing  privileges
from the Young Worker was a complete
fallure. This was pre-determined by the
weakness of the paper, itz Inability to
reach lnrge sections of youth, ita almost
worthless character as an edncater and
“eollinetive organizer” of the young work-
ers and the complete abandonment of
the united front by the Teague Aa @
methed of winning the youth.

The work of the League among the
chiddren §s best judged by the regulis;
a sharp decline in the membership of
the Yoong Mloneers; a complete absénes
of Communist child education I8 ks
rank,

In the ecomnomie fleld, the League has
had exceptlonnl possibilitles for growth.
An overwhelming majority of the youth
nre oufside of even the legal “jorlsdic-
tion” of the A. F. of L. untons, In the
pneedle trmdes whers most of them do
puxillary work, the sc-called youth sec-
tion of the Industrial Tnion confines 1t-
salf “to severnl open-air meetinga in the
regnlar market, the «Hstribotion of a
few leaflets for severnl indoor meetings,
No real or consistent work in fhe shop
ar. factory.

The present West Peponsylvania aod
hia conl sirlke confronta a diffenlt task
In the organization of the yonth. Whils
the latter s in the forefront of the
atropggles of todoy they can be held af-
ier the sirlke only by concrete youth
forme of activity and orgnnisatien. To-
wards ihis cnd, the ¥. ¢ L shoold im-
mediately commence organlzing uolts of
ita organization throughoot the minlag
distrfets,.  These can perve as directlog
pronpd and hases for the formation of
youth sections or committees of the Na-
tionnl  Minmers' TUnlon and o rallylog
the woung workers for Commuonlem.
Youth demands should net be “Imposed”
by the leadership wpon the youth bat
rather arlse out of the ranka of the
voung miners.

OFPPONENT YOUTH
ORGANIZATIONS

In the Unlted States, the Ideologleal
contral of the capltnlista over the young
workers | malnlained and incrensed by
it virinal nedwork of youth organizations,
There 13 bhardly sn ape or Interést of
the vounth which is not covered. ‘The
proletarian ehildren, while belng taught
in the sehoola to be good wage alavaes,
are attrocted to sich groups as the Boy
and Girl Beouts where they are further
imbmed with a military and  patelotic
spirit. The one million children within
the ranks of these two orpanizations are
developed in the splrit of subservience
and abedloneea,

The Y. M. 0, A, with itz over one and
a quaarter milllon members, the Y. W.
H. A., six hundred thonsand strong, with
thedr yearly budgets of over slzty and &
half milllon ond thirty millom  dollars
respecifally  are powerfol Institutions
for holiding back the youth from strog-
gle. The sports cluba and teams, or-
ganized by the bosses in  department
sfores, mall-order howses, factories, Lhe
American Athletle Unfon, with (ta two
million members, as well as the religious
routh organizations which have milllons
of young workera fn thelr ranks are
organized and supported for the sama or
glindlar purposes.

The petty hougeols organlzations In
this copniry are at present wenk and
mlnfvencial. However, with the growih
of yonth militancy and activity, the pos-
rililitiea for 1he development of auch
| Eroups a8 the Young DPeoples” Boclalist
Lengue at presnt having no more than
ong thousnnd members, may be realized,
Their actual success will depend  to
some axtent on the activitiez of the Young
Communist Leagne and Its ability  to
effectively combat the ryoung soclalist
orgnnlzation.

The glgantic network of bouorgeols
yonth orgnnizations i8 reinforced by the
military and semi-wiilltary organizations
in the high echoola and colleges (for
example, the Reserve Officers’ Traning
Corpea), the Cltlzens' Milltary Training
Camps (350000, the Natlonal Guard
(180,000} and the Army and Navy (120.-
00 and BO000 respectfully—exeluslvely
of ofticera). The streggle for the Am-
ericen youth menns a fight against thase

Eu-urgmis youth and millinry organiza-
SLLLE 8

To date, the Y. . T. has fallad In
suweh work, The Labor Sports Union,
which can serve a8 an effective auxili-
ary to the League, conzlsts of a handful
of clubs completely divoreed from the
American youth., Since the 1030 Plenum
of the Executlve Committes of the Young
Communist International, the Ameriean
Lengue has attempted to organlze o
serles of youth auxilinries, the Young
Liberator {young Negro organization),
the Young Defenders—yonth sectlon of
Internationn]l TLabor Defense, —Youth
eretions of International Workers' Or-
der ete. The young workers attracted to
these arganizations can easily be won dir-
ectly for the Y. C. L. The need for these
Froups does not exist. On the eontrary,
their formation has resplted in the al-
most eomplete siripping of the League of
culturnl and sports activities. The re-
Balt: The Y. O L. deprivea Itself of
the poseibility of becoming a mass youth
organization; it condoets a1 minimum aof
educational and enltural work: It com-
Plefely immerses itself In  “practieal™
activity, that is, activity which the party
breaucrats lay down for them secord-
ing to their factional requirements of
the moment,

A thorough examination of the fone-
tlons of Youth auxiliaries, and the fe-
tual activitles of the existing ones 1s
needed. If this s not dome, this impor-
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tant part of Leaguoe activily will con-
tinue o yield no resolts,

The ¥. ., L. can make real progress
only by the readmittance of the Left Op-
poaition youth to jts ranks miul the open-
ing of a thorough dizcu=sslon on the e
tics of the present leadership of the
Leapue, amd the policies of the party
which affect the Y. . 1. At the same
time, the League must call for the rein-
atatement Into the parly of the expelled
Laft Communizia and o free and thorongh
discossion of (s strabtegy and  foactics
In this way @ basla will be laid for a
complete change in the lepdorship of the
party and lemgue and o returo to Mars-
lut policles In the class atruggle.

THE WORK OF THE OPPOSITION

7. Biace onr last conference wery lit-
tle youth work has been condacted. With
the exceptlon of the jrreguolar appear-
ance of the Young Vangonord ss a sec-
tion of the Militant, nod some vouth
work Im New York Cliy which ended
laat year, this part of Oppositon activily
has heen meglecisd. This iz portly ex-
plained by the necd of onr organization
in the firgt period to consolidate the gon.
eral Left Oppositon faetfon, thot s, de-
volo ouraglves almost exclnsively to the
propagation of oor gemeral views and
their application to the party policies
aml activities. Added to this is the fact
that optzide of New York there are only
i seattered handful of youth comrades
in our ranks, That In Xew York itself
most of the young comrades, not having
been members of the Y, O L. are fnez-
perlenced In youth work,

At the same time, we munst recegnizo
that the Natlonnl ¥outh Committes nnd
the National Comlttee serlonsly neglectod
to earry on the work possible In this
ficld,  Kteps must be taken Immedintely
to make up for this unnecezsarily lost
time,

The Left Oppositlon vouth pota Tor-
warid ag Itz maln tneaks the winning of
the members of the Y. . I., especially
the Commuonlst cadre within it for our
viewpolntzs and organlzation; participa-
tlon In the activitles and work of the
Communist youth movement:; earrying
ofn of Comminist sdoeational aetivities
ingide and outslde onr organization and
wherever possible, teh conducting of in-
dependent youlh work. The results of
gich work will mean the organlzation
wilucation and consolldetion of & revs
oluttonary, enpable and advanced Com-
munlst youth cadre.

Towarda this ond we take the fal-
lowing stepa:

1. The selectlon of a National Youth
Committes of five hepded by @
youth organizer—younih  represen-
tative on Natlonal Committee—to
b In charge of mnatlonnl south
waork,

2, BEvery branch o bave at leagt ong
comrade In charge of locnl youth
work to e reaponsible to the branch
and fhe Nollonm Youlh Commit-
B,

3. Wherever feaslble and beginning
with New York, an endeavor shonld
iy made, whth punrantess apainst
ita degeneration to organize a gen-
ninely hrond clnb of young work-
ers nml stedents, wnder the infln-
ence of the Oppesition, hut aasared
of 1 wile initlative and sclf-activ-
ity oamn the cultural, social nand
aports field.

4. The regular lszuance of the Young
Vaopuard as a eeml-monthly see-
1ion of the weekly Militant which
wonld soordinnte the youth actlv-
ity ontlinéd »nbove.

The preparations for the lonnch-
ing of a separate vouth paper by
the next confercnos,

6. The publiration of a regolar inter-
nal pouth bialletin,

T. The immedigto orgnnlzatlon of a
fraction in the Young Commmunlst
Lasaystna,

B, Establlshment of correspondence

with the youth of the Left Opposi-

thon in Furope and elacwhero.
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The Brilish Scenes

The Danger of

With the agecelerated speed of Eng-
land's prowing decling from itz world
dominant imperialist poszition, the lines
are becoming more clearly drawn for the
contest of influence over the Dritish
workng clnss, From the polot of view
of toinl populatlon, the gréat majority
compaes (e industrial proletariat. By
history it has long age becn invested with
the desisive role.  DBut owhila the Aloe-
Imomald type of workera” “leadership™ e
approsching the end of s carcer, {£ wonld
b faoslly to arsume that the Influence of
reformilsm I8 mbout at an end. In this
respiect, the sharpest contest s atill to
take place heftween the forees of social
reform and those of social revolution

It is still to b fought, with the Bri-
tish Communlst arty becoming a much
more serious contender than I8 present
gipall nmumbers and  uninfleentlal  post-
tion wonld indicate. Conldog objective
developments will inevitably count heps-
ily in its favor even i(lhough 1t will
fuce n much more cunning and much
maore “Left-appearing”™ forme of reform-
figm, quite distinguished from the now
outright and open imperlalizt agenta of
the MacBDwonald, Heanlerson and Snewden
type.

Ikeformizm, baving become prétty well
discredited in Kngland by the continun-
tlom of outright imperializt policles by
the Aaclanald gpovernment, j=2 bringing
forwaril new champlons and new defensld-
erz,  The “Te0t" swing within the labow
party Is feeling the new hreeze of work-
ing clnsa diveontent amd 5 endenvoring
ta =t ils saily accordingly. Alany  of-
forts are Leing made by these “Leftz",
like Maxton, Lea, and Reockway to turn
ihe lnbor government failures into enpi-
tal for themselves, They sense the don-
ger of growling working elnss dlssatlsfae-
tion. They want “real and troe reform-
fam”. To make the most posszible capital
put of the present situntion theie slo-
gang amd demande  are  beeomineg  ever
more “Left” in appearanece. They are
finding:  Important allies amonzse  the
trada wnion boreancracy  who, Iin their
deadly fear of nny developing working
clnsa struggle, have always endeavored
to turn all hopes toward the labor party
nnd the labor goversment. The record
of thia process of fallures and defeats of
the warkers s now, bacanzs of the same
fent, turning trade uwnlon leaders towned
eriticisnr of fthe “labor™ povernment,
While n definite split 18 unquestionably
developing wilhin the labar party, n ra-
dieal and a reactionnry diFerentintion,
a closer examination will soon prove that
e radlienl section 158 merely a “Leftisi™
varition of the same old miserable Fab.
inm type of reformizm,

A General Political Permentation

Becanse of the autstanding poriinmon.
tary character of Dritish politica at
home made possible by her rothless non-
parliamentary politics within the colonjal
empire, the manifestatlons of political
ferment are firat of all expressed in the
pariiamentary sphere. Growing opposi-
thons, halfway splits and regular aplits,
are paking place within all thres major
parliamentnry parties. These, of conrae,
all reflect the growing ceonomie anid poli-
tical decline, the ehinge of fssnea, nnd
indivate that new problems nre develop-
ing, problems which in the final annlvais
all benr directly on the question of elass

rale and the ability to hold the working
class in sulfec lon,

The already preatly declining Liberal
party has practically lost g parlinment-
ary section nnder Sir John Simon, to
the Conservatives, while the balance of
the group =till hang= on to & horse$ral-
ing support of the “labor™ povernment,
Within the Conservative ranks there is
developing the new unlted Emplre party
of Lond Rothermere and Beaverbrook, To
on extent. this has hampered the Conssr-
vative party from taking immedinte ad-
vantnge of the Labo® parly weaknessos,
But it {8 wirhin the Labor party that the
most Important fermentaion, appasitlon
and splits are taking place. Because of
g confrodictory position of a parky anp-
posedly representing Inbor and yet belng
in conirol of a capitalist government,
itz Termentation hing become the deepregl
and the most clearly expresaive of the
recent evolutlon of the British cmpire:
hoth in respect to the colomial fleld and
I respect fo eveits ot home.

The present economle decline beenme
expressed first in the #plit-off by the Mos-
ley section golng to the oxtreme Right.
Doth in the character of this ETOUQ, dAs
well a8 in s proposals for solutlon of
Fngland's plight, are undoubtedly  con-
tained serfous Fasclst elements, The
crulless potty pilferings of the “labor”
gevernment in ita efforts to continue capi-
talist policies under a diferent Inbel
#eems to have helped to lond & plamor
of reality to the Mosleyites' demand for
A sytsem of economic planning and a
semi-dictatorship. And it Is not swrpris-
ing that the former *“Loft” leader Ae
J. Cook and the former Communlst HY M=
mathtecr, J. ¥, Horabln  counld hecome
signatories to thelr manifesto. Porbaps
Chs membae which thia gEroup  gained
from the marllamentary fractlon of the
Conservative ranks, W, E. D, Allen, most
clearly exprezsed the methods by whici
Faselsnr alms to get & foothold. In a
statement: enlogizing the Mosley plat-
form he snid: “Let us save the admitted.
Iy capitalist ship and when that ehip
iz saved we can discuss  without pra-
judice the distribution of the cargo.”

At the April Scarborough 1. I. P, son-
ference Jimmie Maxton and the other
“Lefts” taunted the “labor” governmant,
but In a well-measured moderate tons,
leaving sufficlent loopheles open for a
retreat. Maxton asserted:  “The labor
rovernment has slgnally fafled to aehloeve
the end to which its policy was directed
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—and that failure was not dee to lazk
of efforts or laek of lewesty, buat bo-
cange it was n capltalist objective, car-
riedl ont in the main throngh tle medinm
of capitalist mwchinery,” YVery well, i€
it wanx o capitalist objective, ow cof o
then speaik of fallore (o acldeve the end
to which itz policy was divcete0? Ao
granted to the Wil that 1his ohjective
wiks enrricd out throuzh the medion of
a eapitali=t muehinery—which 1= |_-II.I:IT|'|_I,'
tene—iln Maxton or the other “Lolis™
draw the preper conclugion, nooapely Lo
destroy this machinery and  roplace It
with a proletarinn machinery of povern-
ment?  Of conrsp oot Thisz I2 not theie
abjective.

& motion Fer disaililiation froom the
labor party ot thiz confercvnes sniTered
o defent of 173 to 35 In many pespescls
thiz 1. T. 1% eonferopes  repenis Pl
tragic-comedy of the one of 1025 That
wing hold slior dhe experience of tha
first “lubor” goverumend mol ot e timo
wl a Iiu!t'u; wive of workine elods ro.
slstance.  IL approved, after moch  orit-
leism™ the Maclonnld policies 3 to
130 AL the Lbverpool labor party con-
fermee that same vear the “Lelt™ =ee-
tion leomed strong lhnt complelely cajpd-
tulated when umder live. XNob only was
there ne aplit na same of the more gul
Tilshe Dl expected bt the conferenee,
after seitling the “laft" eriiiclam, pro-
cesded to exelnde the Commondsta from
the labar party,

Today alwo the proggect= of splits are
bl whispgred., The “Lelis™ ave he-
roming moarfe radienl in fheir wilerances.
Daviil Kirkwood ag a delesate to (e pe-
cent Recond Infernationanl eongress (e
clared 1hat “the Inlhor sovermment pee-
ferred Lo coalesee with 1iw<rals pwl eon-
anrvatives o maintain cnpitalisme instond
of averthrowing it."  The =owe Kirkwood
s now  heen  cited  Jesfore the  Inbog
party dizeiplinary eommittes for having
atated that, “the conditions of the work:
o ate nn betber wmader a labor zovera:
ment.”  The New Lender, allicial organ
of the 1. I. 1IN entered In his defense o
ilgmial of his lwving made sach state
ment. It would then e pertinent tao sk
“whr nob?™ A gennine Tl wing lemile
not only stale =0 int alsa draw the pro
per conclusion therefeon.  Beven AL D
of the 1. J. 1% “Left"™ =ection are olag
cited leefore the lnlor party dizclplinone
commitice becan=e of their voling 12
tabde e Anomnliecs BIL (the Ll (o oor
rect the “almxe™ of the dole).

The I L. I in the Past

T'dar pressare of fthe events of e
world war the “Fef™ 1. T 1% dizaflilind o
from the Heeond Infernallonal. It al
moal firopoaid jeining the Cemintern, o
fonml satlafaction in the Two-and-a-T1al
[nternationnl, to return o little while b
ter to the Second. This excorsion to th
Left followed the working closs presser
of the slarmy stfuggles of 1017-14020, Th
ehls of this period fonmd (eem reforosin
ta  the original  eniop whers they, o
eonrae, helong,  Apain with the workin
clire vlse and the striggle: growlng t
wnrds the gencral srrike of 1902 thes
“Iafta” beeame oritieal, they  lesam
more raidbeal, they again adidressed o
tera to the Comintern, some of fhem s
in ronferenees with the Inssines In 6l
Anglo-Ruselan Untty Cormonitfee, Tha
wina upon invitmtlon of the Stalin-Toael.
arin hloe. A deal with e " Lefis™=—not
the workers genninely  moving  thwards
the Toff-——hit the Teft coverings of the
Fabian jmperiali=t agents, They quickly
rélurngd from this second exenrsion with
the defeat of the general sirike, In which
they had played thelr treacherons part

Warkers' discontent §= agnin beginning
to grow and this time with more geng-
Ing, more real possibilitics, It i e
coring in o perlod of growing working
clies glisillnalonment with  the  =ervile
Crown  lackeys In whem  they  hiad
long  mlaced their  faith, WWe are
In a period  when  comrade  Trof-
akya prediciions, made in s “Whither
England ¥, have incrensing likeliness of
coming trne: “0On the day when the Bre-
lish proletariat freeg fi=elf  from  the
mental La=encss of Fabiani@m, hBomoan-
Ity, particularly in Eueope, will (nerease
In stature hy at least o hend,”

Itut the geatlemen of the “Left™ are
alzo aeain beglnning g new wlE-zng, on-
deavoring fo arrest thiz growth, Dialec-
tieally, it may he contended that it o
entrs this tlme on g higher plene,  at
least on a higher plane of matority of
the Fnglish prolotariat. While these
Left coverings and thelr aparent  roadl-
cilization oxpreéss the workers' dizcon-
tent aml tm thiz =ense records progross
they, of tourse act ng n brake npon the
movament—a reformist brake, The Lefi
phrageology cannot be separated from the
important question of  basle  program.
Fenner Rrockway, for example, now pro-
poser o “lwold soclallst program®, which
woukl contaln  the essentinls: “Arsume
control of financea by natlonallzing the
bink= . . . Heconsfroet basic Indostries
nnder national ownership snd  direction

Meet imerensed productive power
of ratlonalization by eoneestrating fipon
Inereasing the consuming pewer of the
mazetd of the people . . . on & soclal-
iat basls to bo fulfilled by natlonsl con-
trol of importa.”

It 18, howaever, well to remember the
shudder of these mental offspring of the
otiginal Fablan sehool when in 1928 the
Comintern tersely atated the problem of
the English proletariat as the one of
afmed revolntionnry force. This §s not
at all the program of the “Left” I. L. I
They intend merely to repeat the enrly
MacDonald career of reformism in valn
hopes that theilr projected embellish-
ments will make it more palatable,

—ARNE SWARF




