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The Party and the Opposition’s Tasks

{Contlnued from last fssge)

Tha Oemmunlst party came on the
geane In 1918-19 followlng on the heels
of the COctoher revelutlon. The basic
elements the party recrulted from werse
forelgn workers, members ofs the numer-
ous Federations thai had been connectad
for years with the American Bocialist
Party. The first few years of the party's
existence were to a large extent taken
up with preparatory work. On the oo
hand a zystematlc sttempt to mise the
Weological level of the general member-
ghip which had come out of the ranks
of official sociallam, absolulely InpDocent
of any theory, and on the other, the nesd
of llfting #we party inte open political
work. The whole character of the party
for the first!four years of i cxistence
wiug sarfoualy colored by @ semi-con-
splratory noture which was  the oot
growith of the post war governmental
perasecutions.,

The L. W. W.

The natlve proletarian elements who
at that fime atlll centered avound the i
W. W. were at first neglected by this
rislng movement, It was not until 1019
and agﬂi‘h 121 fhat o Jdefinfts «Tore
over the hemd: of the Amerlean Com-
munist leadershlp was made, The of-
fort emanafed directly from an appeal
by the Communist Internatbonal algoned
by ZEinoviey asking the I. W, W. to join
In the crestlon of & unifed Commune
i3t movement. By thia tlme the I. W.
W. bad degenernted to & very large ex
tent. Im a great measure thizn  was
caused by the removal of {ta previous
leaderaship by governméntal prosecution
amd Imprisonment aod the entry of
anarchizile elements [nio some of the
leading positions, The clumsy maweu-
varing and awkard machinations of some
af the party elements aent in “to eapture
or destroy the I, W, W." also helped
The resault of this whole process was
tht the most invaluvable revolutlionary
elements, trained for years in  sharp
slrugeles, were eliminated from the
maovement. At no time before the vary
recent period could the I. W. W. be
clargifled In the same geveral politieal
category ag elassicsl European syndical-
iam. Here the petty bourgeols philoso-
phy of sabotage and all its  kindred
manifestatione never asapmed command-
ing Infduences. The worst that can be
gald about the I W, W. {8 that It lacked
Marxian understanding. Yet with sound
claga Instincts, it ralsed all it strup-
gles inbo open polltical actions. Ewvery
elrike led by the I, 'W. 'W. scon trans
cended the mere momentary pains and
assumed & general class character,

It was not untll 1923 thet the Cowe
munist movement bécame g eerloud fac-
tor 1n American politiesl Life. At thig
time the party made ita first attempt
at active partlclpation In the prevalling
class stroggle. The organization of the
T. U, K. L. a8 a center for co-ordinating
the sctivities of the Left wing workers
In the exlsting trade uvnlon movement
was launched. A number of correct
slogans were ralsed: “To broaden onk
the base of existing uniens by amalga-
mation; the breaking down of the estab-
lshed narowing craft divislons: the as-
aumplion of a more definite clpse ehar-
acter, and above all the guestion of or-
ganlzing the unorganized.” This wove-
ment gained aoch seope that by 1924
and 185 the Left wing organized aod
marshalled hy the party throogh the
T. U, E. L had sucodeded v penetrating
avery corner of the organized movement.
The whola labor bureauccacy was Im-
medintely organized o crusade apalnst
this threat of the Left wing.

From 1825 onward the party played
a decisive part in a nomber of stros-
glea In tha econamie feld,

1. The needle trades: By conslatent
Laft wing actlvities within the reactlon-
ary nesdls trades unlons, the Left wing
leadership aucceeded In wivning the maj-
ority of the organized workers under
Ita sway. ‘Thisa movement culminated
In the policy of expulslon against the
Left wing which handed them over by
1028 some 40,000 dreas and cloak mak-
ord, and about 10,000 furriers and this
under thelr absolute leadership. After
golng begging for two years for blocw

and bargalns with the Forward labor
fakers, in 1928 after a precarionn exlst-
ence as an indefinite organization, they
lnunched the Needle Trades Workers
Indostrial Unlon, This union was no
snoner born han o perfod of hectie ad-
venturlem commenced. The outstanding
classle of these polleles was fhe order-
Ing of workers to remain on the job
while the Right wing unlons had ealled

thelr workers on strike. The total re-

sults of this wild adventurism §s that
from a folluwing of G0N, te Indos-
trial teday commands s 2 membership
which s wvarfously estimated from J50U
to 1ML To Anish this devasilog pleture
of declipe g mew policy ls belog evolived,
To go bock intg {he “company wolons”
jor the purpose of ghere ralsing the
slogan of “destroyling- the sompany ub-
jons”, only to renew tomorrow the “un-
Ited fronl” from above. ‘Thia fleld wae
probably the most froiiful in the whole
party's existence. The gensral sttitude
of the needle trades workerss who de-
apite the party's claims bave npot be-
come “reactionary”, who have bot for-
zotten  the lessons of the struggles
tuught them by the Left wing Is & unl-
versil distrost of the party® leadership
on any gquéstion concerning thelr statns
in the every day struggle.

2. The pext outstundivg eveont was
ithe luesdic strike where despile the
slowness of the party leadership to ac-
cepl the pnge of battle some 25000 to
dUieel workers carried on a struggle for
a half a year. This strike partook of
all the sharpoess so characteristic of
Ameriean labor battles, After thls pro-
tracted struggle the collective party wis-
dom could find no better road than to
band these workers over bag awd bag-
guge to the A, ¥, of L. fakers, to dia-
sipate amd demoralize. The party's [n-
Huence i Poagsaie, New Dedford (where
a strike took place two years ago involy-
Ing wlmost as muny workers s« Passale),
iIs reported by Manuilsky at the recent
i L L. U, conferemce as having reached
a practical loss of all InHuence,

3. There had been s mioers' strike
embraclng some 3 (o 400,000 workers
spréwl over the principal minlng centers
of the country. For two yearas while
thiz struggle was waxing sbarper and
sharper, the party's preas and spokes-
man, hardly mentioned the fact of its
existence, This policy of evasion was
Hoully brought ¥ a bead by the strike
of miners {n Colorade carcied on un-
der the auspleas of the I W. W. Out
of this strike prew & patlon wide agl-
tation for relief and defense. The party
pouncil upon this movement as a god-
semil through which they could somehow
entéer into the mneglected mine Aelds.
They immediately started a general ce-
lief movement which for iotensity and
thoroughoess in & considerable fashion
covered up its previous negleet. One
thing we must remember In connection
with the miner's struggle. From its
inception it took on the character of a
struggle, not anly agelnst the mine
operutors but alzo against thelr lleut-
enants, fhe United Mine Workers bur-
eaucracy. Instead of ralsing the badly
needed slogan of a “clean sweep with
all the fakers" thoe purglng of the uon-
fon of all undesirable slements aod &
real fight against the bosses, here Insolt
was heaped upon Injury by an unprin-
cipled allisnce with every rag-thg resace
tionary who momentarily spouted Left
phrases. Out of this grew the famouos
movement of uopleagant memorles, the
“Bave the Miners Unlon Movement.™
After this adventure the party organized
# bramd new uokon “the National Min-
ers Union,” this organization trimmed
with all the revolutlonary “phrases”
amd despite thlas contalned some of the
best known militants amongst the min-
ers. Within a vear's time, thaoks to
the mechanieal manipulatios of the
parly burenverats, with thelr system of
climinatbon to the end of méchanical
conlrel we arrive at another héw omn-
ion called the “Mine, MIiN, Ol and
amelter  Workera Industrial Usion®
which Manuilsky guotes as having &
memberahip of S0 {probably all fune-
ticonriea). This appelation was quick-
Iy dropped and fts previons names re-
vived. The total resolts of these ad-
ventnrea are that whereas in 1926-27, and
In mome casea "28, the piriy and the
Young Cowmmunist Leagne had healthy
working class branches in every min-
ing town In Soothern Ilinols, western
Ohlo, Pennaylvanda, ete. there ls hardiy
o party nuclens left, The bitterly coun-
tested movement now taking place in
Fennsylvania, Ohle, West Virgloia blds
fair to ocnce more revive the posalbil-
ities of Communist penetration provid-
Ing of cowrse that the Centrist leader-
ship doss not pursue the usual course.

4. By far the most favorablo feld of
work for a oember of years has been
the marine industry., In 1921 the I. H.
1. alone boasted 1250080 members aor
roughly Bh percent of all deep sea work-
erg. The same proportlon of organiza-
tion prevalled In a lesser degree amongst
the harbor workers in practically every
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large port on hoth consts, Alter 1.|:|-é oy
gtrike this tremendous strength was dis-
sipated. Two years later the Marine
Tranuport Workers of the I. W, W, eould
truthfully clalin a membership of from
20 o HNM,  Bome brilliant strikea wera
caried om, of which Han Pedro, Calif,,
hids well to go down inio the annals of
waorking class history as a moat herole
and bltterly contested siruggle. ‘This un-
lon alse went to smash, this time as a
rasult of the characteristler muddlehead-
wdness of syhdicalist leadership. In 1923,
the party organized the Marine Workers
Internationnl Club on South Streat New
York harbor, ‘The puarpose of thiz club
was to coordinate Left wing senliments
with the object of launching a muoch
neded union [(Addréew Furseth onee said
that “If the Balvation Army was so mipd-
ed, it conld organize the Marine Work-
ers into a fighting unien™) Thiz elub
wiE no sconey organized thean It began
to draw around its fold all the leading
militantz in the industry. These were
meén who through 10 or 15 years of the
war and post-war  perlsdl had  gone

through @ history of orgenized atroggle.
They were well trained militants. At

thia point the struggle beiween Foster
and Loveatona sharpened s a result of
which the opporfune time for launchibny
g unlon was deferred for years, A cou-
ventlon waz held a yvear and half ago
nhich in composition contained fhe fin-
esl repregentatlon seen [ mony & Year
at & Maring convention. A onlin was
lpunched, the Maringe Workers Induostrial
Unlon, Mink, Sparks and avch kindeed
ilk who bad no knowledge of the indos-
try were pleked as the -hosen leaders.
Moat of the militants who entered Into
ibe unilon were wot conv.reed Common-
Lats, yeb they were willing to undertake
the task of organlezing ynder the con-
trolling leadership of the R, I, L. U, Thia
was not to be. Elements who would not
put up with all the [mpssitions of the
burenucracy were not desirable. The
Marine Workers Indusirial Union affer
m bare year's existence canpol even bHé
clussifled as & skeleton. The besl ale-
ments have been driven out or meech-
anically eliminated. Here too, the party’s
influence I3 practicelly non-existent,
where It 1s pot totally discredited.
(To BHe Contlnued)
—&. M. ROSE,

Education and the Young Communists

In the progrom of fhe Yoong Commuans
ist Intermutiomsl mlnpte:] at  §ts  Flifth
Congress its.charactér as an oducational
organization s atfirmed, IMspite  this
correct  programmatle  statement, the
Young Communist L-a:n,Euea do mot fuldll
thiz fonciien, For them to do se wouald
mean to  come  ioto conflick with the

The members of the Y. €. L. do nok
nnderatand the edocationnl pature of
their organbmtion. For them lts wholse
purpose b expressed in the simple for-
mula: to win the youth for the strag-
gle agninst  capitalism. The vanguard
role of the party and how the Y. C. L.
confributes to the creatlon of this wan-
guard 15 noft understosd by them, al-
though they may koow formally that fhe
party is supposed to be the vangunrd of
the clags. The formula has no real con-
tent for them. The oporteanee of the
Marzinn vanguard for the sueceas of
the revolution bag been demonstrated by
the wvictory of the HRonssian revolution
and fhe defeats of the Cerman and Ohi-
nese revolutions, The Young Communist
Leapgus ean help forge the Marzlan van-
guard onty if It function: correctly as

un educational organization, But does
ity Lat us restate the problem here:
1. In capitalist soclety fhe voung

worker ls intensely exploited. Not only
ara the nesds for his pacticular phyafcil
and mental development which he an-
dergoes dorlng thizs  perlod  completely
disregarded, but he {8 even more burden-
#d than the sdult worker. He I3 com-
pelled fo work under worse conditions
and recelves less wages than the adult
worker for the same amount of work.

He thux occuplés s special positlon in
induatry.

Z. Tha Young Cotmmunist League s
the organization of the working class
youth which defends its sapecial Interesta:
unites them with the struggles of the
whole working class for the improvement
of its conditlons; and Indissolubly merges
them with the historle mission of the
proletarist for the destruction of capitul
lam -and the establishment of the die-
taforship of the proletarint as a tranal-
tlon stapge to soclalism.

3. However, the need for a separate
politieal  organization of the working
class youth arises not from its speclal
position in Industry, but from the pecu-
Har psychologleal charncteristics of
youth., If thiz were not so, there wounld
be no reason wiy the party should not
become divectly the defender of the
special interests of the youth adopting
appropriate organizational forms  such
a3 youth vommittess or youth sectlons ko
concentrate on this waork.

4. The paychologieal characterlstics of
youth, such s, the predeminance of gens
timent over resgon, greater need for socs
ialibllity and self-expression, impulsive-
ness, plus the inexperlence and lack of
theoretical knowledge determines the
chavacter of the ¥, % L. as an educa-
tlonal organization. The purpose of the
Y. 0. Lu B to traln Commmunlsts. The
method for nccomplishing this s partl-
cipatisn In the class struggle supple-
mented by theoretieal atmly,

G. DBacapse of all thls, as well as the
fact that each generatlon arrives gt Com-
munkm under changed objective cond|-
tonps and In fts own way, the Y. O L.
In its relation to the party Is organiza-
Honally independent: and because of the
saperior experlence and knowledge of the
party which ia the vangaard of the an-
tire class—It s polltically subordinnte
to ft.

6. The Young Communlst Teagua I8 a
broader forms of organization tham fhe
party. It admlts to s ranks all young
workers who want to become Commun-
ists while the party admits to Its ranks
those who are Communists that 18, thoss
who accept ita foll program. The party
conskita of the most advanced elemonts|
aof the class,

7. From this follows the differont
character of the Inner life of the League
from that of the party. The youth in or-
der to learn must be allowed the right of
questioning Hhe validity of the formulas
presented by the party, Only In this way
will theé members of the Y. . L. be en-
abled to develop Into genuine, disclplinad
Bolsheviks—Communists with conviction,
conrage, Initiatlve, and character, Ade-
fquate goarantees that the Y. O L. re-
maing g Communlat organlzation are:
political subordination to the Party, cor-
rect party strategy tactles, a cadre of
party members within the League oc-
cupying the leading positlons (that s,
older League members with more experi-
ence aml suparfor knowledge, democratic
ally alected), pnd democratle centralksm,

8 In actunlity all thizn 183 mnot =0,

Nelther the party nor the Y. O. L. I8 or-

ganlzed In accordance with thesse funda-
mental ldeas. ‘The Rights and the Cen-
trista have distorted the whole idea of
the party. Im the Soviet Union they are
gradually dissclving the party in rthe
clasa throngh wholesale admizsjon of ele-
ments unguoelified ta e Io the vanguard
(whole factorles jolning en masse), In
the capitalizi countries an analogoua pro-
ceps oCeurz through the indiscriminate
aillmizaion of elementz: who do not pos-
gy the proper prerequisites for mem-
berahip, Democratic centeallsm has beén
eliminated, The proletarian wing has
been expelled. ‘The apparaius has wns-
urped the functions of the party. Bur-
eaucralisoe reigns supreme.

8. In the ¥, . I. the members are
not permitted to critielze the policles
amd lines of the apparatos which most
e viewed as Infallible. They can only
state whether the “ungue-tlonably cor-
rect” line has besn correelly or Ineor-
rectly applled. If bureaneratisn is dis-
nstrous for the party, it 13 even o hun-
dred fimes more =0 for the Y, O T. for
it strikes at the very heart and jdea
whirh makes a seperate organfzation of
the youth necessary.

10 The future of the Communist youth
movement  depends on the atrugele
agalnat the bureaneratic regime and all
the revislondst policles wpon  which it
resta. Thiz can e done only through
the road proposed by the Left Opposl-
tion, The cadres from the Communist
youth movement will be educated for
the future regenerated Commuonist party
in ihe process of this strugele.

in vlew of this situation what tasks
devolve upon the Teft Opprosltion? The
Inallity of the Young Communist League
to fulfill e fonction becanse of Stalin-
Ial buresucratle strangulaiion jmpeses gn
anormons respondalidlity on the shoulders
of the Left Opposition, It must assume
the duty of troining the cadres from fhe
youth for the Communist vanguared, Tt
means that the Oppositton must be alert
ta the youth question, and devote mors
mrteéntlon to it than E has in the pase,
The advance of the Opposition will to
a lnrge extent Le determined on its swe-

cefx in edocnting  yonth elementa for
future leadership,

Nut does this mean thar beranse the
¥. . I, 18 prevented from performing
its real task correctly, that the Opposi-
tlon ought to lgnove the ¥, & L. and
perhopa attempt to create a new Y. % L.
which, becavse of correct Marxzlan lewd-
ership, will perform its functlons? This
would be an extremely erronedus con-
clugion. The relation of the Opposition
to the ¥, . L. con at the prosent tlme
be in no way different than townrds the
party. The arguments which determing
our attitede toward the party are equ-
ally wvalld here. The Oppositlon will
educate the youth elements In the pro-
coss of ity struggle against bureaueratism
and opportunizm.

The taszks of the Left Opposition in
relatfon to the youth are:

1. Propaganda on the real nature and
functions of the Young Communist Lea-
Eue.

2, Elaboration of yonth policies on
the hasis of facts,

. United front of vouth members of
Opposition with Y. . L. sn every poEal-
ble occaslon,

4. ullding of a strong fractlon in Y.
i

5. HRelentle=s criticlam
policles In ¥, (O, L.

of Stalinist

6. Hpeclal attention to Marxian edu-
catlon of youth comrades in the opposi-
tiom,

T. Particlpation of Oppositlon youtt
in all phases of clasa struggle to the
greatest extent poasible.

—GEORGE RAY.
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Organization Notes

For the arrongements of onr pré-con-
ference discwssion the Nobional (Com.
mittes hos declded that it I3 necessary
to arrange contribulions iy soch & way
that they do not exceed twa columne per
article, but with-no restrictions wpon the
nomber of conteibutions which any mem-
her may wish to submit. We count in
general not on more than one page per
isspe for discusslon. This will also in-
clode the publication of the additional
theses and resolutions,

For those who may at the outset look
for an annlysls and conclusions from the
revolutionary  developments fo  Spain,
while that was not contoined in (he main
draft thesis it will become part of oor
proposed resolutlon on  developments
within the International and In the Left
Oppoaition,

In taking wup this discession o the
varlous branches the best method will
naturally e the one of fiest taking up
the peneral eatimates anod the con-
clodions which the draft thesls presents,
Once that is thorooghly understood e
becomes  easler to 4tnke wup  possible
amendmenta on certnin aspects, adding
omizslons or proposing changes of formu-
latlon if any. In the discussion in gen-
ernl, both within the branches and the
written eontribotlons, comrades should
bear in mind thet when proceeding some-
what systematjically, possibilities are this
best for an exhauvsiive clarification of
vlews. Hence cor fundamental political
¥iews should recelve flrat consideration,
that is, disenss first the dreaft theses,
This will then facilltate taking wap
further the tasks which flow from these
fundamental views as well as the tactienl

questiona and organizational  problems
implied,

Our Recent Aetivites

The NRostom branch has been  lem-
porarily reinforeed by the arrival of com-
ride Bam Gordon frome New York., e
will function there In an organizing cagp-
acity, help the branch by speaking at
meetings, helping to make contacts amd
in teking up more effectively ihe work
within the general mass movement. "The
peried of his stay s not definitely de-
termined but depends upon the possibili-
ties ax well as the resources availalile,
Comrades Clarke and Stamm have now
for o few weeks been very active in
Clgvelund. Jolntly they have been apeak-
Ing ut regular meetings on the Public
Square lo an ever-inerénsing and ever
more sympathetie andience. They have
reported many examples of the eager-
ness with which assembled workers huve
listened to explanation of the viewa of
the Left Opposition and recelved our
literature. Concretely it hus been proven
in an ever Increazing lterature disiri-
bation,

Comrade Stamm will henceforth carry
on alene in Cleveland while Clorke Is
muklng a tour further west through ihe
ming fields to 5t Louls, Mo, There he
will remnin for a while and help or-
pnnize the activities of our branch, It
iz the cxpectations that he will also hbe
nble later to spend 5 e time ln Kan-
gnd Clty, Mo. ‘This 15 not an organiz-
ation tour io the usual sense of the word
bt rather one of a footloosa notive e
ber putting In an effort to help bulld the
Left Opposition In varlons places, The
results so far have nevertheless been of
distinet organizational value,

The Minneapolis branch has made o
record of taking In several new members|
during the last couple of months, For
& perlod some of its active forces spent
some tine in the Dulth-Zaperior teref-
tory and established contuets through
which literatura {2 now being disteibuted.
These forces have returned to the twin
cltles and agnin strengthensd the hranch,
The branch has participated In miners'
relief work and the comrades report that
as usunl the rellef conferences were very
narrow and their efforts will be directed
toward giving them a broader basis. In
trade union activities onr Minmen polis
comrades are a8 busy ax ever. Just now
the mafin attention is taken up with or-
ganization to thwart the cxpulelon cam-
palgn initlated by the A. ¥, of L. unlon
bureaucrats, this time nop merely almed
At the Communists but aldo against the
progréssive workers.

Our Expanslon Program

While big progress connad he reparbed)
this time there la pevertheless resulls
showing that the Interest s =il alive.
From the preceding notes it will be ab-
served that we are making some I'TOETMR
in o modest way toward extending our
gpeneral organization petivities, That, of
course, {8 part of onr program and thus
indlcates forther advance. If the pre-
conference aetivities, the discossions and
preparatlons for the gathering are cor.
réctly connected up with the material
aspect of finances we will he sure (o he
well on our way with the third step. Thea
fact that new names have appeared rlght
alofig on the contribotion list to the Ex-
panslon Program proves that effortas in
thiz direction are continually being made,

Hpecial Rates in Hundles

Nevertheless we must anr—more spseed.
The contrilbuiions receéived since last
roport were ax follows:

2 ,000—

—1,750

Boaton br.
New York

It. 1. Fleld
Toronoto he.
Cleveland

I. A. Brody 204
Minneapolia br. 11,56
Kansas City br. 20000

Totnl  $T250

I'reviously o 1L000—

reported £1 10341

Total

to daite

1.0

an o0 1.560M0—
4(H)

1,260

107727

FEAGMENTS OF TEUTH FEOM
UNDER THE GARBAGE OF SLANDER

In 1024, ZFlsoviev set into eirculation
an meenaation mgainst Trdsky for lsso-
i the rallvead “Order WH2Y, which
was supposed to  have nearly  robmed
tranaportation. U'pon this canvas, Stalln,
Yaroslavsky and Hwilzutak embroidered
thelr deskgna. The legend mode s
rouml= In jis |]|:|:|,' thronghont the press
af the Comintern. In o lefter by Trot-
sky to the Imstifute Tor Party IHistory,
the actunl coments of Tenln and Desr-
ghineky on Order 10842 and ita signifie-
ance for transportation, are reproduead.
Hui it appears that there 1= &8 comment
aof more recent origln, In the Annaal of !
the Comintern which appearcd In 10623,
that Iz, on the eve of the campiign
npgainst Trotsky, in an  arctlele *“I'na
Trunsport of the K. 8 F, 5 It and Its
Hehubilitntlon™  the following s soid
lterally:

“At this fhne, transportalon wos COMs
pletely ruined. There was nol only a0
talk akout its rehabilitation, but mat-
ters went s0 far that in the Sounchl of
Labor and Defense, a mamber of the col-
leggium of the l'&l:rj_:i]-ﬂ'ﬂ Commisgnrint of
Tranzportntlen, Professor LomnoBnorsor,
made a report o the effect that trans.
porintion iz on the eve of complete apd
unnvaldable standstill, Ceomreade Trot-
gy, having undertaken the direcilon aof
transportation, advanced ftwe slogans
which had a declsive siguificance mot
only for tean=portation lwmt for the whaole
evonomy of the countey . . . Order 1042
1z am hiztorical one, According to ik,
the locomotives were (o be relabilitated
within fAve yesrs, The Communist pro-
pagation of this Order pwl  the Com-
munlet rise which this produced should
be recopnized as the highest level at-
tained hy the increase of the masses’
readiness for labor—for fests” {(Annuwil
of tha Eﬂﬂl]lﬂ#m ]’“lh“.‘\illlﬂu Houae of
the Comintern Peteograd-Moscow, 1993,
page 303 )

And w0 on and ao forfh. As we saa,
the function of "“Order 1042 was il
ferent at different perlods. —ALFA.
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