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Hhe British Scene

The Unemployment Problem

Two yeara ago when the Britizh La-
wor Marty won the parlfameniary elee-
tlona, alded by B plitierlng  promises
of grasdual developmwent inle “socinllsm®
ad of o deilnlie eore for e ubnem-
ployment sitnation, It nateeally  stood
ouf in bold contrasi te the reactionnry
Baldwin Tory government. However,
whoen in power, the labor sgents of hn-
perinlism, even to sttain their promised
reform#, would be compelled (o go be-
yond the bounds of reformism and em-
gige In a struggle with the actusl ral-
@ra of the system from which they would
again have to draw certain revolutlonary
concluslons. Such are the relations be-
tween yvesterday and today. And In pol-
jties, it 18 one thing to promise and &u-
othes thing toe attain, Of course, the
MacDonald coterie of leadership never
had any serfous Intentlons with thelr
promwised reforma.

Hut the working mnsses who expected
something from thelr sapport of Mac-
Donald have recelved nothing but disil-
loslonment. What among the grotesque
figures in knee-breeches at the Britlsh
eourt, may be considersd quite brilliont
vietorles won In the diplomatie fleld,
are not worth a brass farthing to the
maases. On the contrary, it has only
helped further to reduce thelr position
anil hence their dissatisfaction with the
“lahor” government {8 now  growlng
apace. Thus the futore dees hold pro-
mises for the Rritish workers, and far
nldre real than MacDonald's election

promizes. The future holds promizes of
defeatr of the disgroeeful lloslons of
I horlam.

In the two major problems faclng the
Britialh working clase direstly ot home
to which splendid promizes fad hecn
given, those of the unemployment sitwa-
tlon and the repeal of the anti-trade
unien act, the *labor” government failed
glgually—or what wonlid he more cor-
rect to any—It Aacted 'lﬂ‘ﬂl."hﬂ.‘L'L' e a Ehy-
eronmoent, capitalist also In name, would
have neted.

The Serious Unemployment Situation

At the fime of the liberal labor pal-
fiielane taking over the polden relns of
hia majesty's povernment, In Jone 1020
there were a total of 1,1EL1EY  unem-
ployed offielnlly reglstered. On July G,
1031, thelr mumbers bhad more than do-
bled amd wers RG34.254,  The dole aye-
tem inftinted In 1920 amd fntended then
A% A temporary measure, hng sinee Dbe-
come permanent in character, And while
the weight of the dole 13 becoming raiher
irksome to Brifish capitallst soclety the
“Iabar'” caldnet s considering means of
lghtening rhis “burden™ hy shifting the
load to the backs of the workers,

It aitempted to =abatiinie milgratlon
of the nnemployed to the Didminjons. Bt
this had fo be discaorded even hy the
bldebound rveactlonary Jimmle Thomas
lord privy seal and first ministér of wu-
emploviment, The Dominlons, having
auch problems of thelr own, did not swant
the unemoyed. He found o perplaxing
problem and sueceeded in gefting relisf
amly for himself in form of a change to
the Dominions, His aucressor to tidckle
the uanemployment problem, Yernon
Hartehorn, died fn office. So while the
unemployment problem remmined and wo-

of wounrse, of the Coumunist parky—,
wore eolled upon for kelge The Itoyal
Comnbaddon was erented and it peturned
g report for a ent in the dole and an
inerense of payments to the fuml, A
curding to the report anemployment T
Hef would Le redoced, for example for
a family with three children, from &8 ()
weekly to $T.25. Workers with jobs
would be required to pay to the ao-
smployment fund 4 cents more weakly,
employers 2 cents and the state 3 conts
more, However, this was [oDr TaWw &vean
for the “lnbor” government to support.
It would have become dynamite to he
growing dissenslon within its own party
ranks, so It confined itself to APpOnSoring
a bill for the elimination of “abusces™
of the dole evidently hoping that in the
process, 1o committes, more teath comld
e put Into the Lill. For the sake il
facilitation Snowden bad already an-
nounced, pricr to presentiig his ndget,
that, only Jdrastie and  disagreeable
means” wonld prevent the country from
alipping into lmnkroptey.

T Cormmunlst Party and Unemployment

It meems gulte paradoxical that the
British Communist Party has proven it-
golf almost sntirely nooble to take Ad-
vantara of this long prefrocted serlons
apnemployment problem. It has, of
conrge, rellglonzly observed all the 3tal-
st calendar dates of unemployoment
demanstrations, but they have becownd
mainly formnl exerciscs, Thelr slgnlf-
cance a8 well as the number of partict-
prrnts have dwindled. The party in the
pnemplovment situatlon hds not  been
able to =et the workers Into mation
around & revolutionary perspective, nov
to Ipstill the life and spirit neceasary
to mdvance.

The erux of the party’s demands has
lgen ta shift the borden of unemploy-
ment from the workes to the hourge-
oisie, Thua Ita antlook became limited
to one of a purely national reformist
character, It conld make little op 10
distinetion from the views of 1he “Tefi”
within the labor party and the trade
pnijon officinls whe contends that 1f tha
siate—that 1= the eapifallst state—eau-
rot nasace work for its eltizéns 1t neust
provide them with a free lving. For
il workers, there conld hardly ha any-
thing elsp to do than attempt s best
as they could to adjust themselves to the
“lnevitabile”  dole. Until  the Briitsh
Communist Party I2 able to extricata it-
eelf from soch views §@ will remain
pretiy well paralymed.

The Amtl-Trude Unlon Act

The viciouws Trades Diapute and Trale
nfon Act, leglslated by the preceding
Baldwin government after it hnd become
#0 frightened durlng the peneral sirlke,
increased the miners” workday from seven
to elght houez: it prohibited any coer.
eive stelke over wages or slmilar disputos
which may tend to have n  direction
againat the established order; it prohi-
hited clvll service employees from Join-
i unfons: finally it also prohibited ony
levy upon trade nnlong for polltical par-
pnopes.  To the lberal labor party Iackeys
this latier clanse bocnme fhe only real
obnoxlone part and geocounta for their
zeal In election promi=es fo repenl the
aet. Bur then, nfter nsanming power o

came mare acnte, all parties,—exelusivo,

way was eagily found fo overcome shal,

THE MILITANT

The Catalonian Federation's Platform

«0 when the socalled LIl of repeal wis
promulgnied It could easily be allowed
to be ditched and die in  committee.
Mennwhile when the Scotitish and Welsh
miners fought ngainst the spread-over {th*
elehit hour day) and to vphold the more
recent (oal Miners Aet which provided
firat for a seven and a half-hour day and
by July a seven-hour day, MacDonald
pddviged the miners to nceept the sprend-
over in return for o promsed minimum
wige law for miners.

To expect from this champlon of grad-
pilneas fo sponssr n movewent for the
shorter workday to relleve unemployment
would, of courseé, be ridiculous. His
“gradnalness" leads in the opposite dir-
gctlon Enowing, a® he does that the
shorter workday would cut directly lu
to the absolute surplus value still poe-
keted by the lords of finunce and in-
dusery. Yet it Iz absolutely certain that
the productive capacity of Britleh indus-
try and the output per man hiks grown
o an extent making a demsnd for a
slx-liour <oy without reductlon of poy
us potent mx was the demand for the
gleght-hour  doy  when first  advanced.
There ave at least good reazons o oS-
sume that It conld become, In the pre-
zept unemployment situation, g powerful
rallving ery for the working class and u
means of unifying the employed with the
unemployed. It eould bavome o MeEDs
to help bridge the guolf of the presenl
petrent aod defensive toward the work-
g cligs offenslve. From the polnt of
view of huilding a class movement [f
uilllzed by (he Communist Party, this
slogan eould undoubtedly become an ef-
feotive supplement to the [eeble demands
of the charter movement, Oh yer, the
purty has nlrendy adopted the seven-hour
iday slogan: but apparently it overiooks
{(#) the faet that the seven-hour day ks
today supposed to be law for the cosl
miners #and a< o slogan for a movément
it could hardly mesn much o them.

What Does the Balance Sheet Show?

rhe saliemt fact 1g that the conalder-
akle amd militant aoemployEent  move-
ment onee existing has practically dis-
appeareil.  The British Communist Parfy
fnlled to consolidate this movement and
to help aasure It revolutlonsry coures.
It fafledd in the newessary closs educa-
flon and thus could not ralse the geo-
eral eloss Jevel of thiz movement, It
s now falllng to take advantage of the
coatly experiences of the Britlsh workers
who put their fate Inte sn ezcorslon in
the degenerate fleld of laborlam.  Yet
the nnemplorment problem s still the
center of gravity 1n  Epgland presaing
evar moré aentely for a solutlon. A be-
ginning enn be made only when fhe mese-
o4 are achanlly set Into motlon upon &
defnitely revolutlonary coursa.

With its two yveara In power the Fab-
lan gradunlness of reformism hes quite
clearly revealed its mizerable role. From
anee having played a historleally pro-
presalve role, it 1= réaching ite Inevitable
conclusion. At [te very apex fte ilrue
character Iz belng exposed. The |abor
party lendership as & resctionary obsra-
el Iz lealng It hold upon the masses.
There I8 teday a mighty abyss created
by the coniemdiction between the wital
needs of the masses and the reactlonary
fmperiallst course of the “lubor” govern-
ment, ITn thiz Hes the great foture pro-
gpecta for the Britlsh Communlst Party.
Despita all itz wasting of the caplial of
the world revolntlonary movement |t
atil]l haz the opporfonity to wtillze thesea
pozalbilities. —ARNE SWABECK.

1 have just read for the first time In
La Lutte de Classes of the platform of
the socalled “Workers' amd Peasants’
Bloc" under the name of which the Cat-
alonlan Federation acis 1 wokpnow-
ledge that the document is translated in
La Lutte de Classes In a thorough nml
it eorpect manner. The docoment ns a
whole, from beglnning to enid. prodnces
u padnful imprea=ion. All that I have
written in my lateat work: “The Hpanish
Hevolution §n Danger”, sgoinst the of-
fleial polley of the . I In the Spanigb
questlon, applies entirely fo the Catalon-
jan Federation. FEven more, the lot-
ter commita errors which the lvader-
ship of the ©. I has already glven up,
at least in words.

1. The dovument lg lssued by the "“Work-
ere’ aml Peasants" Bloe”, What I this?
A paendonym for the Cataloninn Federi
Hon? The bloc, that §s, the union of
the workers and the peasants, i= a glg-
antle political task which e proleiar-
Inn vanguard most aceomplish, This fask
must be written inta It: platform,. 1o
pluce of thix, the “Workers’ aml Ien-
wnntz’ Bloe™ becomea the name of the
revoalutlonary  organlzation, This Is
nothing elee but o new edition of the
workers" anid peasants’ pariy. Yet even
the Bixth Congresa of the Comintern ra-
nounced this reactionary Idea nnder the
eritlelan of the Left Oppozition.

2, In all the docaments  fhe word
Communlsm i not prononncéd a sincle
e, Whoever hidea his Commnnism
from the maases, conses (o he o Commun-
Lst.

Menshevik Criticlsm

8. They gpeak of the demoeratle rev-
olutlon, of the democratle republic, of
ithe popular  revolution, without the
slightest attempt at a  class  analysis.
The governmont I3 accussid  of  indeck-
alom, of vacillatlon, ete. . . . But now-
here 18 it sald that if s & povernment
of the lwargeoiszle, nn enemy of the peo-
ple.  The erltlelam of the Znmora gove
eroment colneides entirely with the erl-
flelsm addressed by the Menzheviks aml
tha Socinl HRevolutionlstz to the povern-
it of 1'rinee Lavov-Kerenaky, On phe
suliject of the Macla goverument nothing
i= anid.

4, The documment rpeaks of o “ra-
thomal construction of soelety™, withouat
cxplalning what this means. Tt ls the
limguage of the “true” socinlletz of he-
fore 1848, Then It says: “The repubilic
must slgnify a new seclnl organization'™
Which¥ Isa it n ngaestlon of a hourgeais
reglme or of n sociallst regime¥ The
platform plays hide and aeek with capl-
talism and with soclolism.,

. The fact of bhaving given AWomnso
the pos<ibilily of fleelng abroad Iz pre-
pented o8 a “Arst profound mistalke of
the provizlonal pgovernment.” Mistake?
Is this to menn that Xamora iz not anf-
flelently “sensible”™ In his revalutlonasy
paller¥ Thia Iz how the Ilnssian Men-
rheviks put the qoestlon. To call a
“mistake™ that which with the bourge-
olsie I8 a dellberate counter-revolntion-
ary calenlation, means to whitewash the
bourgeolsle and to cover It up before
the masses,

#. “The republle muost not only be n
compquest for the bourgecisje Dbut  nlao
for the workers.,” What s the mean-
Ing of thiz mesly-monthed, volgarly di-
motratic and profoundly false phrose?
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Where and when has a republic existed
which =atisfied at (he same time the in-
terests of the bourgeoizie and those of
the workers? From the republic bour-
geolale, we con and shounld demand dem-
perite tights and soclal reforms, cemse-
legsly exposing the bonrgeols, even the
proli-democratie republle as o maching
which the bourgeolsle uses [0 =quedtse
the swent and blood of the workers and
the pra=ants.

7. The reference to the republic of
1873 Is sccompanied by this Ineredible
wearnl: Thus, & cemplete division wos
created between the power and the peo-
ple.”  The alwtraction of the people ls
separgied from the abstraction of the
power. Perhaps the Dbowrgeolsle aeper-
ated itself from the working people? The
exmunple of IXTE must be referred 1o
pot jn order to insist that ithe bourgeolsls

Leeomies  softer. betler, more  gen-
FTRILEE:] more  lepder, bat  in order
to tenel the mas==ed not  to belleve

for n single Instant in the more “gen-
erous”, the "softer”, the “tenderer” bowr-
peoigiv, That s how the Marxists paog
the qguestlon.

8 The platform  calls apon the
“worklug muosses to organize themselves
in sl the provinees apon the basis of
revolutionary Juonfus”, To  what end?
No progrom i3 ledicated. XNot only 14 it
not Idieated that Juntas of this kind
will have to guerantes 1he revolution-
ary passage of power inte the hends of
the workera and the poor pewssents, but
a program of transitlonal  Jdemands 18
not put forward: T-hour working  day,
contral  of  prodoction, organization
through revolutionary Juntns of work-
ers ainl of soldiers for the agrarian up-
riglmg.  They do nmot mention by a sia-
gle word that the Junia ia an organlza-
tivm of the proletariat apd the exploitod
masses against the class which Is

The Junta [z token as s “revalutlonary
vrganizntion’™ in the spirit of the Xpan-
ish ety bourgeols fradition,

o, In apeaking of the importance of
the agravian uwprisisg  the platform re
fers to the French sml tha lRusilan rev-
olutbonx. Nof & word obout the experi-
@iee of the Chinese revolution which, ap.
der onr very eves, has Just been stran-
glod by the lendership of the . L 1id
the Comintern “solve™ the ngravian
queation in Ching correctlyY Mot a word
about that, The Communlst whe has
not profited by the leasons of the Chi-
nese revelution has no righ: o address
bimszelf to the massez 1o order Lo teach
thean nnil Lo fssue appesls to them, @
pecially in a revolutionary country.

10, The platform says: “We are supe
porters af 5 Siate for each natlon'™
What does thls mean for Spalu? What
natisn s Invelved? The Pan-Spanish
atate organization is defined na followa:
“The Union of the Hepuldles of Iberla”
What does this mesn? If It meang o
federation, It would be etter to say &o.

11. "The defense of the revolution must
he the supreme law.” Defense agalnst
whom? The bourgeolsie In power e-
fends “its" revolutlon againest the pro-
letariat, Whoever conceals thig fact e
hiwd hollow phrases on the defense In
general of the revolution In  general
agninst enemies In general, helps the
bourgeolsle to stifle the proletarlat un-

der the banner of the revalutlon.

power, that l:, sgainst the bourgeoisie,|

1%, The “Warkers® and ["ea=anta’
Rlac”, that ig, (e workers" and penaints’
party, promi=es at the emd of i< plat-
form o “light with all s strength for
tho complete rejlization of 1he dem-
orratic  revoliotlon™  [loes  this  mean
the bourgeols republic on the hasis of
demoeratie parlinmentari=sm?  Then one
meiast =ay a0, bab in this cose i i e
ea=ary ot lemst to put forward e nds
for democrgtle elecforal rights, Inas
much g2 before the “rarlonal™ repubdie
amd the “ratlonal organizafion of Ysec
lety" & realized on the Iherinn Penine
sula, it 13 necessary that the bourgeois
republic of Famorn at leasr glves o the
workingman and 1he workingwonsan, e
peasant aml the peasinl woman, he rlgit
to wote.

1%, The name of the Hoelali=t parts
ig pol mentloned In the platform,. XNaot
a word b= osuld nhout the oo relmesyocli-
calistz, The officlal Commonist pardy s
nof mentioned. One might say (hat e
“Workers" and Peasants"  Bloe™ pre-
pared to act b the volil

Spanish Koo Min Tangism

These are he rapid object bons 1hait
I believe It wecvesanry jo make o the
bazls of the text published in Lo Luite
de "lasses, It i possilde that, already,

i

it Cofalonien Fedornfion haz  inlreo-
alueed  nata ita platfori scoe  chanse,
correctlon or mmendmwent, or  other, 1

am remdy, bo b goee, Lo weliveme avoery
atep of the Federation in the sense of
Marxiam. DBuat the decument as it stoands
represents a pore “Kuoo Min Tangism'
tranaponried to Bpanizh soll. ‘The ldeas
nnd the methods agninsi which the Op-
pogltion fought fmplacably when 8 was
a questlion of the Chinexe pollcy of the
Comintern, find thelbr mos! disgsirons ax-
pression in thiz doenment. A= far ns
T know, the leaders of the (‘atalonian
Federation aratematieally draw a line
of demaveatlon from the Left Opposiiion,
This I= Bot enongh: (he Teft Opposition
mi=t ilFEw a line of demsrcatlon In oa
clear pnil proclas mannee from the ideas
wnd  the methods which are expressed
hy the lesders of the Catalonian Fedore-
tiom in the documeast which we  have
Just analymsd birkedly, A false polst  of
departure during a revolution i= lnevit-
ahly tramslated in the conrvee of eovenis
Into the Innguage of defeat. Tl Span-
ish Left Opposition, weak thongh iR,
can render enormons fevvices  to (e
proletarint oml o (he Hpani=h revolu-
flon, Iiut In ovdee to fal6ll 10ds missfons,
It must establish In its own ranks a
rogime of elarity, of honesiy amd of In-
translgeanee. 1t §a to thiz fhat 1 eall
onr Spanish friends,

Juna 12, 1161
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MANUILSKY, THE LEAIMER
OF THE COMINTERN

Nothing can be done ahount It: MMan-
uilaky iz at present the leader of the
Comintern.  The, strongest slde of this
nrn les o the fact that he does not tike
himaelf seriou=ly. ‘This ls evidence that
he Is fmclined to self-eritlelsm. Whether
it j5 Becansa Btalin doea not take Lhe
Comfimtern serlomsly, or for some ofher
reason It was nevertheless decided that
Monuilsky, wiw does not take hlnself
gerlonzly, Is the most suliable man for
the wmost snitable ploce, And who ¢lae
was to he pnt there?

If & complete collection of the “works”
of Alanullsky should boe  gatbered, we
would beve, If not an jestructive, at any
rate an entertaloing bBook. Manoflaky
was  always somebody’s  armor-bearer,
moreover, he ehangel hiz “knlghis"™ many
tomes: he stayed longest with the not un-
known Alexinsky. At present, Manuilsky
as Yoroslnvsky's armor-bearer (8 one of
the progccutlon apprentices in matters of
Trotakylst ldeelogy, Unider his own pame
amd wnder peewdonyma, he haz  agaln
amd agkin proved the lreeconcilabllity of
Trotakyizm and Leninjlsm. But he has
not @mlways spoken thlis way., Im 1018,
Abinullsky lssued o pampblet In ooclifch
he wrote that the “honor of liberating
Bolsheviasm from natlonal-limitedness and
ity trunaformation inte g f(heory of In-
tarnational proletarian  revolutlon, lhe-
longs to L. Ik Trotsky™. At one of ibe
Plenama of ifhe Comintern, Trotsky
quoted this cltatbon, "“famons” In  lis
way. In the presencea of Mapullsky and
with full justification rlileuled the cita-
tlen and fta author. The pamphlet was
written by Aanuilsky after the Octobear
revolutlon and what 1s more after s
publicatlon not n aingle haly fell frem
bis hend, It iz true, It may be sald but
thiz was prior fo the . . . “irede woioon
discussbon™, and later on Manuilsky
changed his views, XNot Im  the least.
Recently, we came ncross o quotation
from ah article by Manullsky weltten In

*Unfortunately, I am obliped to make
this guotation from memory, but I fally
guarantes the accuracy of thdéoght, A.

Journalist

1922, consequently, at the time when
Lenin's ilness was already dreawing =
final balance under the relatfonships
between Lenin and Troisky. 1lere is what
Manullsky wrote In the artiele, devoted
to the memory of Chadnovsky: * .., The
Speial Democrat, published in Bwitzerland
Iy comraides Lenin and Sineviev; the
I'ariz Golog, which was subsequent to it
suppreaglon by the French police, re-
named Nasha Slove, directed by comreade
Trotsky will be for the future historinn
of the Third International the funda-
mental {ragmentz ont of which the new
revolutlonary §lealogy of the Interna-
tlonnl proletariat haz  bedn  hammared
vt (“Annala of the RevoluMon”, No.
1, page ZE, 1022

At present Manuoilsky proves that doe-
Ing the war Trotsky was a pacifist and a
Eaumtskxynn, that Leninism and Trotaky-
lzsm—are  two  irceconcllabie  entltles,
it i 122, he malntaingd nefther more
e le=s than that “the new revolutlonary
Mdeology of the Internatjonal proletar-
int™, that ks, the [deology of modern
Communizm, was ¢reated by Lenin and
Troteky. I'reclsély when did Manullsky
gee the lght of troth? Neither in 1804
MG when he worked with Trotsky in
the Parls paper, Nasha Slovo, nor iIc
M 7T-1022, when Manuileky, togather wlth
the whoele parcty, worked uwnder the lexd-
erahlp of Lenln, was the light of trudh
revenled to him. Only affer illness and
Inter on, death took Lenin ont of the
ranks, and the eplgones spurred on by
a wive of Thermidorlan reactlon, de-
clarsd war upon the §deologleal herltage
of Lenln under the name of “Trotsky-
fam", did Manuilsky begin to recover hils
sight. By the way, not all at once. The
“irimity™ [ Btallo, ZEnovier, Kamenev)
kept him in the background for a long
time, snid only after & had by that
bhrovght him te seml-repentance, 4id 1t
glve him an uwlibmatum: open up & chib-
paben apainet Rakoveky as &an  intro-
duction (o a campalgn apgainst Trot-

sky. Manullsky, after waverlng (Rak-
ovsky's  prestige  wazx  too  high)
accaphbed tha condition and thua

hought himzelf a place on the Central
Committee of the party. This deal was

ng secrot to the broad party clrcles, be-

capse Mamllsky hims«lf, with hiz char-
acteristle eyniclsm, portroyed this deal
with reference to persons, reveallng his
high ialentz a8 o raconfeur of national
and other ancedotes, "We repeat, this
man nevar took himaslf serlously, alther
peilitlenlly or neorally, Amnd he his noa
been pit at the bead of the Communlist
International. And he ia now woerking
ont the routes for fhe Spanish  revolu-
tlon!

AUERBACH CAUGHT WITH
THE GQOODS

In Moscow, there I8 published a Lit-
erary Gazetbe, the organ of the Feders-
tion of Boviet Authors. The critlc of this
poper = Awerbach, His rights to leader-
ship of Hterature are determinod, on the
one hamml by the fact that he deserted
in thoe, the ranka of the Opposition,
inta which he came accldentally (1. X.
Emirnov used fo soy about him: “He
won't stay with us—he's too gluttonous™, )
for the ranks of the boareaucracy, whers
he s quite at home: on the other hand,
Iy the fact that he hasa absolutely no
fiterary fAnir, to which every line of
hiz ovwhn wrltings bear witoess. In the
Literary Gazetle for February 18, Aner-
bach wrote gn enarmous wrticle entitled
“Tempos of SHell-Revelatlon (0On Trot-
sky, Mayakovsky, and Fellow-Traval-
lingd™. In the center of the artlcla ls
o note by Trotsky devoted to Mayakov-
gky's wuleide. From this note, Auerbach
exiract: & quotation devoted to proletar-
lam  lterature. The “salf-revelation™
couslata of the fact that Trotaky has
finally recognized openly the complete
oppoesitlon of his views Io the gquestion
of proletarian culture and proletarlan
literature to the views of Lenin, How-
ever let i produce theé gquotation from
Troteky's article In the form in which
it is quoted Wy Auerbach with his own
parenthetical remearks.

"The struggle for ‘proletarian colture’
[quotntion marks by Trotsky.—I. A.)—
enmething In the form of ‘general col-
lectivization” [hi= own gquotation marks.
—I. A.] of all the intellectual achlevi-
ments of humanity In the framework of
the Flve Year Ilan—still had at  the
beginning of the October revolution &
toplan, Idealistle character. It s
elgnificant that in this sphere, even then,
the contradiction betwesn Lenin and the
author of these Hnes wos revealed.'

The whole quotation, as we ses, I8
In quotation mark, and what §s mors,
Aeurbach correctly pointa out the single

quotation mmrks by Trolsky hlmself,
Auverbach ls exact and scropulouns. Dt
In splte of fhis, the Auverbachinn style
of the quotation, amd partlealarly of s
last phrase—"It fa significant that In
thia aphere oven then, the -confliet b
tween Lenin aod the author of theze lines
waa revealed”—Ils puzeling. Thuas, Trot-
eky not oonly poluts out thal he had dis-
agreements with Lenin on an  definlie
guestion, bot he even hurries o em-
phasize the “slgnlfcance”™ of the fawt
that these dlsagreements were revesled
“even then™, that Iz, It would appear
that Trofzky makes & his alm to reveal
himzelf. This smunds somewhat poezling.
Aunerbach, however, dors not spare any
comment.  “First of all, what 13 most
obvlous,” he says, “ia the frank declara-

tlom  about the disagreements with
Lenln”™ Heally Auerbach 18  correct,
Bomething i obvlous. Fuarthoer on, It

ap¥a: “We must be grateful: What s
mwre plearant o read than the aebknow.
ledgment by Trotsky himself of Lenin's
disagresment with hiz views on literi-
ture aml peneral questions of eolture™
The phrage s conatructed in on [Hter-
ate mauner, ke the majority of Auer
bach’s phrases, but It {8 possible to we-
derztand. The whola grilels ends with
the concluslon: “The spesd of the selfs
revelotion Iz signlficant.”

In this panner, in the year 1980, Trot-
sky revealed Bimself In the facr that
he did not agree with Lenin on his views
on lterature. On this seore, Aunerbach
colehrates a vietory and speaks of the
apeed of self-revelation, But in  the
year 1628, Troisky wae exiled to Alma-
Ata, and v 1920 was expolled from
the country for esuntér-revolullonary mc-
tivity and the preparatlon of an armed
uprising agnlnst the Soviet power, Of
what significance, In comparison with
this “fact”, §8 Trotsky's disagreement
with Lenin on bis views en proletarizn
literature? Where and In what does the
epeed (!} af self-revelatlon le here?
Is it not the other way around? Dhoes
not this “disproportion™ in the accusa-
tions reveal — Auverbach’s employers?
Such Is the political side of the matter.
But thers Iz also gnother.

The fact I8 that Averbach 1llod from
beginning to end. The guotatlon which
he made {8 not & guotation: it is & falsl-
flcation: crode iliterate, insolent—a
Ia Auverbich., Here I8 word for word the
passage from Trobsky's article which

Averbach disfgured :

*“The struggle for ‘proletarlan  ool-
ture'—gomething in the ferm of ‘coms
plete collectivization® of atl the achleve-
ments of humanlty In the fraomework of
the Flve Year DMan-—-had at the begin-
ning of the OGetobér revelutlon a char-
neter of Utopion idesllam-—and préclaely
along this line met with o rebul from
Lanin and the author of these llnes'

In this moner, Trotsky says that (e
philogophy of proletarian cullure “met
wlth & rebult from Lenlu ood (e suthor
of these lines™, Dot Averbach =ays:
“even then, the confliet between Lenin
and the guthor of thesa lines was re-
viuled"-——nelther more nor  less! The
mwan wh psosgs 82 0 proletarian eritle
turng ont te be slmply o base Hterary
swindler, This time, he has been cavght
with the goods (oo erudely aod in real
ity, relieves ua of the necesslty of k-
Ing any farther comancot,  MHowever, wio
cannal help remipding that  Awnerbach’s
mendacity as=mmes a atill viler charactor
begnuse be himeclf §s very well Iinformed
about Lenin'= and ‘TFrofsky’s relations Lo
the Auverbachian margarving of lrerarvy
pid  culiursl  philosophy. Averbaci
knows how rlgorously Lenin enme oat
againgt the theoretlelans of the soecalled
“proletarinn enltore™ fn the yeirs when
this moevement hod & revolutlonary cons
tent, and was not gripped In the bands
of the bnresseratic charlatans. Ao
Lach Enowa that £ Trotsky bed “dis-
agreements” with Lenin on this guestion,
they were perhape expresscd in the fact
that Trotsky lwd a softer attltode than
Lenin to the infatuntlons of the ideolog-
lats of proletarlan eulipee and at times
defended them before Lenin. Auverbach
knows that Trotsky wrote hils book ow
Hterature in agresement with Lenln, who
Inslsted more than ooce that Troteky
shonld Arst of all work oot the chapter
devoled to proletarlan culture and prioc
It in Pravda. By the way, ts publiea-
thon wns nmot accompanled by any eom-
mvents or footnotes by the editor. Yaro-
sluveky—Yaroalaveky hhmself —wrate to
Trot=ky that he agrees with the view-
point be expressed., All this f8 Enown
to Auwerbach, beeause as one of the young
asplrants to “proletarisn literature,” he
attempted more than once In those years
to find In Tretsky & defonder against
Lenin's views, but lnvarlably met with
il

Literally, whichever aspect you toach,
the ldeology of the Centrlat bureaueracy

s bullt uwpon les, falsifcations, on the

disfigunrement of the past. Just think of
s ":I:E.'E this Auverhacl eoines onl s e
Ingtructor and tutor of the proletsvian
south! He, Auderbach, paves (he  way

for “proletarian™ (!} “eulterc”  (21).
People who con Judge by symploms
ahould wnderstangd from this  exampio

alone what a fatal deanger The present
pariy reglme represenis for the devel-
opment of & goclalist rocleiy and n soe-
fali=t culture,

Note by the Editor: Tn corrobation of
Alfa’s remarks, we peint the  following
parta of a speech of Trotsky together
with the guototlon By Manublsks (o which
Alfa refers, as wall as the interjecl o
by Manuoilsky during Trot<ky's speech:

THROTEKY : I know af only ane single
liternry prodoct—aml T boecsme awaee
of 1t also only n few weeks ago-—-Iin
which the attempt Iz pile o make a
universal theory out of this theory, o
present It ag an lmprovement wpen the
theoretical attitude of Lonin. 1 will read
this quotation te you. [ need not suy
that I have alsolwlely nothing in com-
mon with this interpretation:

"Hugslan Bolshevlsm, born In the na-
Honally-Hmited revolution of 10051104,
had to go through the poriiteadbon vitual
of emancipation from all  the typleal
feafnrea of natlonal pecullarity, In order
to recelve ofil the eivil rights of In-
ternntionnl Ideslogy. Thesretivally, :his
purging of Bolslievism of the natioonusl
tinge adhering to it was carriel threngh
In THEG by Trotaky, who sougzht (o bring
the Rnpsslan revolulion into  harmony
with the whole Internationnl movement
of the proletariat tn the idea of the per-
manent revolution

This was written not by me, It was
written In 18 by o comraide who bears
the name of Manuallskyr.

MANTILEBKY: Ba 1 did say something
gtupdd, and vew repeat 1t

TROTEKY @ Something stapdd?  Ahao-
lutely rlght! (Langhter). Bat you necd
have no concern about comrade Manull-
sky: naturally thix iz a painful sabjeet,
for he hlm=elf ealls it o stupidity. But
comrade Mannilsky who has here attrl-
buted to me a tremendously herole deed,
witheut my having earmed it, will soon
agaln, without my having earned it, nt-
tribute to me two mistakes and in this
manneér «draw his balance. {Laughter):

From the Minutes of the Plenum of
the E C. C. I, November 22—
December 13, 1028, Germe

adltion, page G853, DBerlin,




