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radical international decline of commo-
dity prices. To cut the costs of produe-
tlon la the first step in thiz drection.

This not only significs an intensified ra-
tlonallzation of industry, a higher effici-
ency in production, a squeczing oat of
“gaprofitable™ intermediary  enberprises
and amall bhusiness men, but a universal
levelling downward of the working class
standnard of living. From this it fol-
lows that Amerien recovery will not ba
baged in the fGrst place upon a re-estab-

lishment of the internazl market, dupon
{ta domestle expanzion, becausre the
of

purchasing and consumptive power
the proletariat will be lowered in two
wava: the cxistence of milllons of per-
manently unemployed and the decline io
the stamlards of those employed, and be
canse the chronic agrarian crisls shows
no signs of lebup bt eather points to
n further Impoverishment of the agrl-
eulturnl  produeerz,  Armed on the ong
hand wlth (tx glgantle Anancinl factiitbes,
ard on fhie other hand, with a reorgan-
{zed Fnadustry capable of competing ae-
tively In the present state of the world
markef, e United Heates will be in a
position to fwrn itz attention more en-
ergetienlly to e foreign trade, that is,
to the form of (= bosiness activity that
miust pEsume an ever greater posltion in
ity eecomomie life. In recent years, the
forcign trade of fhe Unitel States has
not Inomed up =0 large in 8 economie
life. 'reclscly this faet leads o the
Belief that i the coming perlod, it will
aecipy an Incrensing place in Amerien’s
aconomiy. The valne of American %
ports (1025 was  twenty-five  percent
greater than the valne of the exports
from the United Kingdom, but the ex-
poria per caplin of the latier were more
twime the value of the per caplitn exports
of the farmer, It 1a towards o reversal
of this and =imilar rotlos that the
ruthle=s gilvance of American imperial-
Iet will sirive. The roce etween  the
Unifed States and §ts competitors  will
proces] st a maddening spesl, ddesplite
the grear obstacles sfamding in the way
in the form of ecmmodity price deelines,
lerrensing ability of forelzn  countries
to ab=orh loans, the oeate internationnl
agrarlan  evislz, the peramided burdens
of war delts, ele. PBot in the raee, the
United Bfates, as chiel banker of the
warlidl, haa hy that alone a manifest qd-
vanbpge, In VY the forelen (ned)
loaus of the 11, B, which serve to expand
the imparting ability of the borrower,
were BESNZ AW compared to Fngland's
OOV MWL in whicl despite the heenle
offorts of Diritain to expand s Infuenes
in Tatin Amerien. expressed In an ale
tieat twa-fold increonee of it loang over
the previous yenr, it dikl not attain the
Amerlean total for Latin Amerfen. The
W comiparison affords even grenter il-
Inmination on the relatlon of forees in
confrast o the 192 loans, when Grent
Britnin  came  within  SI3000000K  nf
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equalling the American volume of foFeign
nnderwriting.

Whether or not the United Btatea in
the mext perlod will reach the peank it
attained towards the end of the last de-
cailde cannot be determined in advance
Wit does flow from the whole situation,
howeser, s that the herculean eforis of
the T B, to ig=ne out of §is crisis will
entail the extension of the “American
plun®™, that Iz, the plan to put Euarope
on dlminishing rations In world econ-
omy, ‘This in turn will bring with it
increaxing misery aml exploitation  of
the Furopean masses, the sccentuation
of the <loss striggle, confronting  the
proletariat of Europe with the altérna-
tives: proletarian  eevolulion, war, orF
silamdssion to dhe super-exploitation of
America,

The fury of America's advance against
ite imperialist competitora s determined
By xiill another foctor. Arriving be-
laredly wpon the field of world congoest,
e Undfod Stutes does pot enjay & colos
nlal domain eomparable to that of Iicl-
taln, Franes, and otherz. 1fs Allies

game outr of the war with  inereazed
eolonial divisions, In which the United
Srates had virtually no share.  Its hege-

many in Latin America, itz indltration
of China, are far from adequate sobstls
tutes for o colonial realm. The erisis
posos this imperialist need with pointed
imperativeneas,  Little  concorned  with
the fact that the less of oolonles to
Burope will only mean aeepar revolu-
tionary crizes for the latter, the Dnited
Hiates will scek to «alisfy s vorncious
appetite by earving away parts of the
colominl empires of Farone, 1lere, oas
with overy other “jsue” from the world
eFi=is, the specters of war and soeial rev-
alatinom marel side by slde,

Bt the effectz of Amérlea™s eforiz to
P oud of the erisis are not to be
lingitedd 1o Enrope alone. They will ope
very profoond and aente in the United
Hrtates az wall,  Rapid as {3 the decling
af the eosts of living, marked by the
commeility priee fall, the declive of the
living sinndards of the American work-
ers la even more precipitons. Rapld as
iz the decline in employment. with its
concomitnng of mizery for the milllons
af jobless, the decline in wages has heen
even more acate, The empty “pledges™
of laover, of the jmdusirmlists, of the
A. P, oof I. leadership, that “woges will
pof e cut”, has not prevenied thelr be-
ing enf, It would be wrong fo believe
that the process of wage-cottlng i3 com-
ing o an end, in veality, B haz only
ez, Tn the terrific offensive that the
npitnlist class 1s earrving on and plans
to extend agalnat the working class, in
tlir ehanges produoeed gencrally by the
erizix, lie fhe fouvndations for o change
im {he relationship of forees within the
working olass and the opening uwp of
w hromd perapective for woarking class

girngeles and radicalization.

The Prospects for the American Working
Class Movement

The Ameriean working  olags  move-
ment lins passed theeogh  two distinet
posb=wnr &lnges: one of vigorons prowlh
arid mliitant sirogsles, the other of fden-
lugieal and nuwmerical degoneratlon and
glupggish pas=ivily, The fivet slape em-
braeed the first post-war vears and eoln-
eldest with the deflatisn of the wae-
lafassed o] Bnncduasd vEAL apprains of the conns
try and the eve of the 1421 erisls. It
wens nob only & peried of the tramendoms
Erowih of Lthe trade nntons gml the Ara
signs of & masa movement fowards o
lalpr parcty, bt alse of a =erics of tre-
memlons #irikes in the basie, open shop
indnstrivs of the conniry.  Moreover, the
ricel strlke, the mincra” movement of
1020, the bhir jextile =trikes, the rall-
Poail walkont, fngether wilh the seneral
girlke in Beattla, did net eolnecide acel-
dentally with the over-raaning of Ear-
ape by pevolnlionney erisea—the Tripla
Allimnee in Faglawd, the Tlungarian and
Bavarian revolulions, the oecupntion of
Ttaliam factories, ebe, ete.

The second post-war =tage can be =aid
to have legun coineidentaliy—and again
not Ly acchlent—with the conclnsion of
the revoalutionary wave in Horope (de-
fent of the German October in 1023) and
the stabllizarlon of Enrvopean cnpliniiam,
Thix period of deadly trannguillity for
the American working clnss was marked
hy the stepdy decline of the teade unieon
mavement, the complele dissolotion of
the lahor aml farmer-lobor parly move-
manta into the avowedly petty bourgeals
Loy Follette swamp and the progreasive
aiminntion of the apecific gravity of the
Comaunist movement in the working
clag=, In the years between 1924 and
1038, strikes continned (o decline in
niimber and in total parficipants. An
unprecedented condition developed ; Ab-
gorbed ngaln by the industrisl-economic
apparatus, working amids=t ever-inerens-
Ing riches, the working class movement
nevertheless Jid not zolidify itself, did
not grow in millianey, dhd pot strike
for p grenter share in the natlonal in-
come, diil not dreas its ranks in o elnss
manner, On the contraey @ the clags con-
erlonanezs of the mosses: waa dulled o
the point of disappearance; its  ranks
crumbléd=—ag lenst insofar asz jls ranks
were represcnted in the American Fedeor-
atlon of Laber.  Yet its conditions and
ptandands of Ndving did not  bhecome
worse, partleularly in the case of the
gkilled, organized workers, but  mors
generally {even if mot wniverselly) in
the case of the less skilled and wnor
ganizeq workers, Thiz contradiction is
to ba explained in only ome way: The
American bonrgesisiec, Weell enjovine a
prosperity eomparable only to the days
when tha Dritish despolled the wast
riehes of the Indies, conld afford  to
grant a few fat crumbs 40 the upper
strafta of the working clasa, thus extend-
ing itz domestle market and escaping
the shocks of clags warfare 5t home.

While the standards of (he working elass
af the Unlled Statex bl ner plase in
proportion to the inerease in the natlon-
al wealih and the natienal income, §L
did rige above the stamlards precailing
for the working olass letfore the war
and above (he standards of  the Fuar-
apean working clasa. at the working
elaxe  purchased  this  internatiomelly
privileged  pozition at the oozt of  de-
basing  amnd  destroying ita own class
positions—the trmde wnion and the poll-
tigal movements. Inm omaking it2 peodt-
able conces=ions. the bonrgealsie in re-
turn obinined an  aequiescent working
vlnss converted—at least in iks upper
=lrnin -—-info & '|:||."|‘.[:|,' henie=enizs orF =eni-
bonreeois  mass. The working class,
hinwever, nomnscionsly poil  n lekarvy
price for the temporary improvemoent in
ftm conditions: Ax g resnle, it faces *he
terrifyitng =leseks of the erisis  wilhout
any adepuate apparatwz, with only the
merest skeleton of troade unions to de-
fend ifi=elf azainst the eapitallst eame
paizn to =lash Itz wages amd to lower
its lightly won standards of Jiving This
fact nlomne would sutlice fo determine
the cssentially defensive natore of the
abFngeles taking ploce today and those
which will take place tomorrow, and bn
ffelermine It o the disadvantage of he
working closs.

s it follow directly from this, how-
ever, that the Ameriean working class
will go throngh the erisia—1 e. through
the heatal eapitelist  offensive—withoot
rezitanee?  Hpch a concinsion  fellows
lenst logicnlly from fhe aituation. The
working class does not enndoet a strog-
gle for an abstract, never-chancing stan-
dard of living, wmit for a concrete one
conneeted with time and place. As the
“prosperily reserves" of the workers
rexch the vanizhing point, ns the Tall
nnd Intlmate roolization of the radic-
elly lowered standards  pencirate  the
comacionsne== of the mage, as It beeomes
daily more evident thaet the asolutlon of
the crisla iz =il g long way off, the
moddls of reésistance will Lecome strong-
er among he workers andd begin to gzain
the wpper hand. It s inconecivable that
s0 sharp a decline in the lving stan-
dords of he workers will be allowpd
toe pasa by them withont a Gzht to retain
what wns gained yesterday, or at least
a part of i

The crisia in the United States, with
s attendant unemploymeat and hard-
ghips for the working class cannot bt
exercige a rodicolizing efect apon the
Amerienn workers from amother polnt
of view: the contrast of capitalist Am-
vricn wilh the advances of fhe Soviet
Unlon,  Thers = o growing aml intenze
interest among the Ameriean worksra
in the developments of the workers' re-
pallie. The enmpari=on of millions of
unemploved in wealthy capitnlist  Am-
eriea with the progress amd absence of

unemployment In the Soviet Unlen ex.
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‘tends the basis of zympathy for Com-
munizm among the workers In general,
a aympathy which the capitalist pre=s
anil other instituiions seck to necate by
a syetematic compaien of (alzehood, mis-
representnlion. ‘The working class gaing
enconragement from the successfial ex-
isteres of the Soviel republic and the
progress of plaopned cconomy under He
rule of the proletarint mnkes easier the
progres2 of the Commonizt movenent in
the United Statées, The existenes of = he
Boviet Union is not, by itself, the anto-
matie, mechanical and  aever-changing
guarantee of working clnss  radienliza-
tion, as the Stalinists and Right winzers
profes: fo believe. Foribermore, the
intimale conpeclion bhefween the  nesds
of the Boeviet Union and the interests of
the millions of wnemplovied wonder eapi-
tali=m iz oot atilizssd by the Cenfrisis
along fhe lines proposesl by the Oppoeal-
thone. In fact. they not only reject bhut
probibit a campuign among the Amori-
can workers for (he extensjon of long
terime credits to the Sovietr Unlon to help
it by mochinery which wouhl partially
alteviate the condition of unemwnployment.
Bt it rewain=: frone that the =strides for-
ward made Ly the Soviet Upion stand
in favorable contreasy to the <orisls  in
mapitalist eronomy and  Dacilitete  the
waork of fhe Communiziz fn goiding the
woarkers along the road of miliiant
atragcle against the endeavors of the
hanrgesisie o impose upon the proletac
iat the burden of tho crisiz

It i= drae that o deep seonomie crisis
dlims nol lend fself 1o widespread eseon-
omic struggles of ihe workers, such as
strikes, partlenlarly in face of a hoge
nnemployed army.  Bot this applies pri-
marily and above all to erlses which fol-
low a =eries of defents, of lost batiles,
of erushed revolotinns, pod bas been de-
monsiraled especially In ihe last decads
in one country  of Burope after an-
other, and today in Ching. In the Uoi-
ted Btates today, the workers have not
bren exhanste] by previous  economic
strugzles and defeats, On the contrary,
the outstanding feature of (he period re-
cently pazeed wans the absense of zueh
gtruggles. The working elass still re-
talns monspent resources which, althoogh
Impaired in great measares by the pre
valling unemployment, constitute g fac-
tor of great vitality, It cannot amd will
not stand by passively while its living
standards are so radieally undercot, It
will resist the ¢apitalist offensive  in
the coming perfed with am  increasing
mrilitaney amd  on  ever  beoader  field
of strioggle. 1t iz towarls the perspec-
tive of the:e eoming atrugeles that the
revalutionary Communist movement pmgst
orient It=elf,

It is plain thot the hoarsesisie is
awnre of the seriousncss of the scops
that these buttles will assume, It pre-
parrs for them in advance. Antl-Com-
mnnist repressive measires nerease g
number and in ferocity. More workors
are today mprisened or threatemsl with
imprisonment than at any other time
sinee the war. The application of ‘he
Criminal Byndicalism TLaws s being
widely cxtemded. Meetings and demon.
strations are attaseked and  disrnpted
with o vielepes reminizesnt of the wur
days. In many siates the Communiat
movement  i=  “illegel”. For  ihe fArst
time sinee the end of war, the Commbmg-
ist press is bebne bacred feom Hie malle
The legizlative offenzive azainst the for-
elgn-orn workers is belng resumed apdd,
what i8 more, undreds apon hundreds
of them are actually heing deported.
Negrors comtinue te he snlifeeted to the
most atroclons: persecutfons and to thant
flower of American capliatist clvilization,
Lyneh law, This whole vile srstem of
persecntion demands of the Communists
the assninption of leader=hip  In (e
Btruzele for elementary democratic riglhts
of free spooeh, free press nmil free as-
semhly. a strogele which las been left
fe the fechle and innocnons comdnet of
| liberale of all stripe. The strogele for
fhie right of the workers to gather. Lo
speak freely, to write and diatrilute their
writings, to organize and act unitedly =
an inseparable part of the struggle to
strengthen and make easier the road of
development of the movements of reais.
tance o the eapitali=t ofensive,

The commencement of {his mavement
of resistanee = alrendy vizible on H [T
horizaon of the class stroesle. The nome
her of rtrfkes. all of o defensive nature,
has increassd in 1921, as has the nm-
ber af sirikers. What particolariy
shmificnnt ia the strike movement of
ten= of thousands of miners in Iennay.
Ivania, Ohio. West Virginia, and Ken-
tncky,  agmravated by the prolonsed
erlsla in the bituminous conl ihr]mir;r,
It Is Indicative of the change In the aii-
uation that the working ¢lnss whose cop-
ditions were yesterday Improved virtuale
I¥ without open strugele, is today com-
pelled to carry on the most violent bt
tle of desperntion against what i tanta-
mount to starvation, and in this §pst.
ance, finds no lendership to puide 1t in
ita strike except that of ihe Communists.
This strike, despite the specific condi-
tHonz existing In the soft coal industry,
cannot be consldersd an isolated phemno-
menon. Standing agalnst o loekeround
of other strike strngeles that have taken
Place in the last yenr or two (partien-
larly in the textile industry, in  the
Routhl and of the sweep of the move
ment 20t going aronnd 1he isspe of un-
employment, it iz indicative of both the
scope and the militnney with which the
coming ftruggles of the American work.
ere will he invested,

The Left Opposition cannot accept the
Centrist evalnation. according to which
the Ameriean workers are alrendy now
—and allegedly have heen, for the last
two  years—manifesting deepegning,
mass eadicalization. Tn itz infiin] Seclars-
tiong, 1l Teft Opposition lendod to fe-
cepl, althoueh with qualifving reserva-
tiong. thia false estimate., The correct
appraizal of the relationship of forces

HES

At the given moment indieates that the
premises, the preliminary conditions for
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stich a radlealizatisn have been and are
Lheing establizshed on an  ever broader
hasle. The very fact that the American
prolefacinl subjectively hns lagged so far
behind the advapee of favorable oljec-
tive conditions will determine the rapid
anl Dbz steps forward which it will take
when these objectively favorable condi-
tlons compel i0 to adjost isell to fhen
aml to eatch up with them. In other
waords, (he very backwardness of the Am-
eriran workerz in the past, bused pol
only upon specifle historieal canses bt
A= o] primactly wpon the  exianded
prosperliy perlod of recent fimes, will—
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now that the economle foundation for
it s being shaken by the advent of s
crisis—Dnhe one of the determining factors
in deiving it forward at am aeceleratod
tempo.  J0 would Te s fatal error of the
Communists were they to fail to under-
uranil the moiure of this rapid devalop-
ment and the prospeet of =iruggles ahead
that will inerease In brcadth and depth
and militaney, were they (o instead look
forward and adjust themselves, like the
ihehit wing faetien, to fhe porapective of
W new “Vieterlon ern™ for American eapi-
tuli=m aml o comloriably =low develop-
ment of the worklng colass movemant,

Social Reformism and the Perspectives
of the Revolutionary Movement

Alongz what elimpnels will the advage-
inz movement of the Awerican working
elast il in the noxt pericd? The Cen-
tel=t DM lusioni=tz proeeed from Lhe pre-
mize in iheory that social reformizm o
the United Siates = golng through o
process of decline and  disintesTation.
while the Commuii=t party i growing in
infimenee by leages atd bouwnds. This de-
termines their taciics to p large extent.
Thi= L2l wing linnidatorz, on the it her
hand. proceed in their practise from (he
idea that the Communist movement iz in
dectine: fhey furn their ks upsn the
masses in and ground 1 he organixed Come
munll anks amd unider thedr fntinencee,
and stake their eard: more and  more
upon (e Left wing of seeinl reformizm
—aren hers, not so omach upon the di=-
pontented workerz ng upon  the shifty
“Taft wing leaders™, The Laft (pposi-
tlon proeeed: from the §lea that the
advaneinge workers” movement Ix flowing
apil will How simultanedusly along the
channel= of =ocial reformism amd Com-
munizm, The proportionate strength ol
the two parallel stpeams will depend in
large mcasare npen the conrse pursned
by the Communists. The attifunde of the
self-contented bureancracy which regards
the growih of Communist and the (de-
cline of soclal reformi=zm as an automa-
tie  mechanleal progesg—ileveloping ont-
side of time and space and nnaffected by
thi- policies of Communism-—an abiitade
which i# stremzihened with every fem-
porary or superficlal  soecesz, = the
wora: kimd of =elf-deceplion and  deeeg-
tion «f the ranks. It ignores Che fact,
mmile  Inillzputable by all recent evl-
dence, that the lasis for social reforin-
jzm i the Unlted States=, Tar from hav-
ing heen “marroweill down™, is being ox-
tastdid,

Tinring the “prosperity perciod”, soclal
raformi=m which, at the inceptiom  of
thie pericd, hod renched ks grentest
aweep in the labor and  farmer-lalsor
pirly  movements, was almo=t enfively
dizeolved in the oniright bonrgecis and
petty hourgeois  reform movements  of
ihe La Follette type. In the trade on-
lon field. the reformist aml “progress-
ive" element: the consummated type of
whirh wag the leadership of the Chicago
Federation of Labor (Fitzspatrick, Noe-
Kels, ofe. ) were once more ahsorbed fnio
the black resctiomary swamp of (he
Goappers-fireen  bofeaderney. The  ele.
mentz wavering betwern the revolution:
ary movement (the Commuoiists) and the
avowed bonrzeois movement b the work-
fng elass (the A, F. of L. bureaneracy)
cenged to play any decialve role jn this
period : they dizpppeared n= Tactors in
the labor movement, or they {ell into
eomplele pResicity: or they  reconeiled
themsclves more of less completely with
the trade unkon  burcanerciey,  or=—this
Ingt gproup was compo=ed of a dlnoinisi-
ing few—ther worked in Intimate con-
tact with the Coemmunizts. The trewm-
endons materianl and idesloglenl welghs
af the “prozpecity™ pericd  daolled (he
militaney of the workers to =ach an
extent that there wnr no place and no
necd—in the relationships petween howe-
geoisie and weorking class—of a sulwtan-
tinl movement intermerdiote hotween rov-
alitfon and reaction and pecforming the
double fonction of expressing working
elie:  alisconlenl ment anl diverting it
froom revelutloney paths,  This path weig-
nezsrxl not only o decline of the Come
muisk party's infaenes and  nomlers,
it an even greater relative decling of
the Bocialist party, The “Chleags type”
of presressives became jdentified  onec
moare willy the Gompers machine and
vanished ns a digtinet zroup.  The forecs
gronped around Muaste <hrank into Their
dhella more and more, eking ont a qulet
exizfence by rthe ood greaces of Green
and o

The advent of the crisis. preccdel and
sniceeedied iy the blonders of otlbelel Conm-
munisa hronght with it & growing dls-
content of the bitherto passive workers,
This discontentmant j= given {2 sociol
reformist pranslation e the resurgesce
of the organized Muste movement (0, Ib
L. A) i the frade anions and the prow-
th of [tz influence [pactienlarly in the
toxtile and mining flelds), in the appeaie.
ance of the new “Left wing™ in the soc-
ialist poarty, whose directorate iz inter.
lockid with that of the Muste gronp,
il In the stendy revival and geowth of
the Soeinllst party as a whole—lta re-
eatalislinent in the necdle trade wnions,
growth of Ita press, inerense in its clee-
tionm voltes, etc.

The growitl, the unleashing of the snc-
inl demoeracy in oall itz shadings, im-
pllea 5 certaln “concesston™ af the hour-
geniaie to the working ciass and an abil-
ity to make thiz “evoncesalon™. In the
pasgt periosd the American bonrgeolsle was
able tn satisfy the working clasa {at
ler=t E= upper stratnd without the il
af the secial demoeracy or ita Tefl wing,
In the perind of ita crizls, the bonrge
oigle haz need of the =ocial democracy
to the extent that the diszatisfaction of
the working class increnses.  The soeinl
democracy—_{rom ita extrome Hight wing
in the A. F. of I. bhuareancraer o its
extreme Left wing in the Moste gronp—

ia the staunchest bulwark of bourgesis

demoersey !||.'.ﬂ."|lEt (4T ]_Ii"ll]l"l:l]'i:l.lull rev-
glutionary movement. Add to thiz e
fuet that the American bourgeolzie is
st powerful enouzh te zrant =uch “eon.
cossions” a8 the growth ol relornnida.
und we not only have an explovation of
is expansion ot also a reason fo eal
eulote upen its growll (not itx Vpar
rewing down”) in the coming period.

More than ever Lefore, therefore, the
next  geeriod will e @ Poeir For lisgueler-
ahlp of the working masses etween he
aovinl refurmisti—parifeularly their Tl
wing—and the Coopnnkzgi=, In owhicl all
the pesources il <k and ecidiFanes of
the latier will e pnt fo (he severest
test.

The (Centrisp appoeratis-men seo in he
growth of the reformist movement, par-
ticularly of i{ts Left wing (the Musie
groupy  nothing  Imt o “eonspivoey”
against Commounizm.  Anxions o hoave
(heir own yesterdaya of allinwces will
the itarealls of all countelea forgotten,
they il fo =ee (hat the Muste and slm-
jlar “progressive”  movements are the
initial manifestations of working clsss
dizeontent with which the Conmmanisls
must konow how to establish ecouinet, to
eollaborste in a united front on the Lasis
of immedinte issues ond frecdom of ac-
thon and eriticlsmy of the collaborating
forces. Thoe HKight wing spokesmen pre-
tend to =@ in thiz FLefi weovement only
the “ranks", amd qlul]EIu-'rut{.-I.g,- maglieg tw
emphasize the spécitic role played by
the leaders, i e, the contemptible role
of paralyzing the activities and milifamey
af the mnsses, of préventing it from Tol-
leeocimng Bta paturnl eourse towards rev-
aolutivnary struggle. The Lefl Chpposition,
rejecting both the superficlal  radical-
iz of the Cenirizis and the Menshevik
nicitnde of the Kight wing, considers Line
growth of the socinl democratie, and
particuliarly of the Left soclal democratic
{Musile) mewements ws & =lgn of great
glpnificance for the revoluilonare party.
The Communists can win the workers
awny from their reformist leaders only
if they domonstrate their willlnguess to
join with them i pn honest united froot
for the qdefense of the immedinte fnbaer-
et mand mevils of the wihole elass.  The
Communlsts are not a sect with spécial
fnrerests putaide the interestzs of Lhe
warking elass in general. “The Compmon-
i=t parly is the vanguard of the work-
ing class with no intercsts separate from
it, Ax §ts nenst constiouws  enlightencd.
and militant section, it must take the
indtintive im forming (e hroadest anited
froad movement, =showing to  the work-
et af every stage of the stroggle That
ir = the Commundsts who are the mosl
ardent and willing defenders not only
of thelr broad historleal interests  (the
ancinl revolution) hat of the moest nar-
raow, limited and practical nweeds of 1he
day {reforms). It §= in this way of lhk-
Iog the strugzle for daily necds with
the final aim, of having the former pave
the way for the lmiter, ihal the strog-
gle for reforins can be carried on in p
revolutionary sense, that is, it can be
directed against the reformisiz,

The simple, olwions truth  that the
workers learn only by their expericnees
ig regavded todny as a “bonrgeals devig-
tion™ Dy Confri<m.  Bar this does not
invalidate il eorreciness, In the stroge-
gle for unity of the working elass agiinst
the enpitali=t ofensive, the workers will
learn—provided  the Cowmapisis  know
how to teach them —that e 1Lt
Flowale. Mustes, ¢ al., are Incapable and
wiwilling to lead & real stemegle  for
their needs, that the Commasists  gre
ihe pennine represeniatives of the pro-
letarian™ vause. Hoach a #irogele corre-
gpeinds  most  appropriately  with  fhe
specific perlod in which we are particl
piding: the offen<ive of (e  eapitalis
elass, plus the weakness of the workers
defense  organizations  (irade  anions,
ele. ) nevemsarkly aronses amoeng all the
waorkers the feellng thal ity ia im-
prative pow more than ever  lefore,
Those who inktinee, lend and fight mos
wiilitamtly for the anifcziion of ol
labar front will strike s rosponsive chord
among Lthe workers, 5 responga which
will Beenr the gpreatest [roffs for the
Communist movement.

It Ix o ¢cover up thelr own role of
splittera of the lnbor movement, o cover
np the fack ihat they are operaling in
the ranks of Lthe workers a= the apents
af the hovrzeolsie, that the reformi=ta
of all shadrz zeck fo convinee the work-
ers that the Communists are  “aecine-
fan=", that they want to “divide the
workera™., It §= exseptially by inbomee-
Akl demagazie variationg on thiz theme
that the reformists are able o ol il
workers ek from Commonizm,. This is
all the areater reason why the Commmg-
faiz musi bhecome ihe bapner-learcrs in
tlie =trngele for unity, openly, aineersly,
vigoronsly, 20 that cven the most hack-
ward workers will =ee gl nnderstaml
where the Commuonl=ts stand, Ther mast
coepihsize and  répeat  firelessly—and
prove [t by desds—ihat the Comtunist
proposal for o united front 2 nob—ag
e reformisis  elarge—a “Commuonist
mansuver apgalnst the workers"™ Lot ca-
ther a working class mobillzation agalinst
the capitalist class,

At cermain times and wunder certain
conditiong  an  asreement  with the re-
formist leaders—when they are compel-
led to take o =tep forward—Iis necessary
and npavoldable, “Tlee dosma of the .
itedd fromt omly from below™ vitiates the
Faninist conception of the aolted front
anl i pracilise leqds to 0o united front
ag all.

The Catnmunlatz capned, of cont=e
take the poshiion that without an orzanic
unkty of the revelulloni=t< and the ve-
formizl= (even B only on (e triede wn-
lann fielde, I 8 impos=ilie (o condict
suertmsinl strnesles of the workers, Nor
can the wnited front ke the forme of
sl & Dloe of leadess wt the tap dn
which the [aft wing s =obardinoted 1o
the asent< of the hoorgeoide, ond osed
as an instroment agolest the workers,
The elp=sic form of (he hetraynl of the
working clo=z, developed jointly by the
Rizht wine sl ihe Cendrists (3tallu
and Twcharing  in ihe  Niggle-Russinn
rangiilee, mast staml o2 o lLi=ting warn-

i geeiinst sucly g comecpt on. op oan
we eoneeive of e woited froonf s tho
spalini=t2 o in their sigene fo ol
Lafijzm.  that = confinbeg the whale

iuestion tooan aptitzl te the workers o

foin e Coweminiiet peray, boo loin the
bLeft wing  wnjonz- and  nothine else,
This i< pecrwitimment, wiich moes op 0l

all times, bt it is mol e apdiend faa
of the nnited feent. The “prieciple”™ of
unity i not and einnag lie o Feti=h 19
the Communisi=, [t the meaement for
the nndied front i3 oan bevabueabde bt pi-
ment for imebilisinge the maneces wailer
revolutionary  leader=hip  for militant
atrneele. 1t ecnstitnte: o powerfol levep
for un=eslinge the reformb=st=2 From 1heir
pogitions ln the working olms Thee parly
migt (ake hnld of this lover and exert
all ft= pressaee wpon Bt

L L] L] L]

What is the rFole  of TL
sarves as g bilwark creafed by avisting
Bonrgeaks socioly neainst the peoletarian
revolulion. Azmpinst the vising prslobae-
fnn movement, e leorgesizie  and it
reformist agent= continnmsly 2ok fo
srrensthion this bulwark, to prolosgs ils
exiefenee, Tho Commnni=ls wis gk
fo Breeak It down as rapldly as posaibde
The existener of reformi<m s aleler-
mined esmentlally by ihe strength of the
capitnlist class, it ability (o role. In
Thee Tnitisd ®late=, fhis determinant fneloe
wionld nppear, abt Hral =izht, Ln‘!mi‘:ﬂ! ri-
fisrmlam with vigoer for many Years or
decndes o eome.  In realiiy, however,
fl= feammelnllon 1= o very =hinky one,

s fevpann =g ¥

Tefurmi=an  Hourlshed for decndon iy
sl elnsele eountries of eapdinlism AL
Fogland and Germany I the poeriod of
fhr vise of fmperialist wocicfy, prior (o
the world war mnd ihe Eus=sinn povoli-
tlom, whiclh radienlly chamged the relu-

tlon=hipa of internationsl cliss [oreess,
The new wave of refutmi=m in he United
States @& vising iw (e periml of the
decline of worlds imporinlism, in the
periml of war and vevoluthn, will 18
abenpt  changes and  tavoee. The trem-
eaidoma  postwar =irength sl powesr of
Amorlean binperialism  grows  more pod
more wpen the foundatlon of the conval-
glvely wracked and tempoms  eeonomle
of the rest of the world, lis power =
lesm ol Doss Fonmliog wpon o equl bl
of the e market or o balanee hatween
agrieulture gmd Twdnsiry,  Precl=dy s
cauae (e hands and feol of Amierlenin
cranommile ool pelitleal peswer resi over
mars feavily npos the shaky sronfd of
the other contlnents, the economic sl
revolutionary apheavalas in the  [alfer
tervitories tend to rack fhe Loy of e
American cennombe atriciore with grosw-
fne violeaer, 'nless e Toiled Sepiea
suwereeds In completedy BExlkonlzine Boar-
ape, In opening ap tha  wvast Maselan
markel |Ill|' the overilbirow of the prols-
tarinn dictalorship, In completely exter-
minating fhe revolwlionary movement o
China—amd these are the wasi Jikely of
all perrs=peectivea—i) canne? ook Torsaed
to 2o lengthy g perfol of Jdominadion na
wits enjoved by BEvit=h imperiali=m for
ieends after deeade.  Fven more than
pre-war  Emghind, s Achilles heel g
preci=ely in the =loegnlar eharneter  of
fie world pooer, Fhe Msrelzis connot
look ferwand o g fatnlistle perspective

in which the United =Xinle= onst e
the b=t ecountry to fall ts the nesealt
af the proletarciant, Haeh o perspect ve

i= only the reverse —lat no less flsg—
alde of the "Marsian detorminlam®™  ae-
eordine o whilch Foaglasd or LHT T HT LY
stood first on the sgemdn of the prale-
tnrlan  revalutoin, whilo T Y VT
el the possibility  of  sorpossing
these land= in polnt of revelationnry or-
der. The nievennesa of social v dap-
ment, renders] pactiealarly aeale aml
jorky in the present epoch of bnporisl-
fewn, may easlly  advanee the  Piited
Kintes toward the hoad of (e Heat.

Thia ewineides with the iden that brsed
perspd ives are now opowed op Tor fhe
prawth of the Communist amovement, an
fdea which the more pencteating sectiong
of the bowrgeoizie are not the lost to
share, If is in thiz connection that the
roformists seck to =et ap the hlzhest
posgilile barriers to the rapill progress
nf the revalutionary mwovement., On the
ceanomic fAeld, thiese harriees Are rEpre-
rented in the trade vnion movement by
tho A. B, of 1. lwreninetney. theler soe.
inlist ae=sistante, and the “Taft wing™
progresgive toadye of the Mnate sehoal,
i the politieal feld, mosr of ilesos el
ments =k o erect A harrier in the
form of a “Labor” ar “Faemer-Taboy™
party, that iz, 3 bhonreeoiz workaps
party in the imaze of (e TEeliish Labor
"arty.

The Amerlean revolutionary movement
poszesses the richest experiences in the
feld of “Tabor pares™ pelities, comdnet-
wd I the period of the worst revisioge
igm in the fandnmental principles of the
Communizt moveent. Nong of the main
formulations of this problem made in
the Amcriean party in the period hatween
19221028 was ba=cd upon a Marxian con-
ception of the role af ihe Labor paEty or

of the nature of our epoch. In varioua




