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EVEN A BROWDER CAN LEARN

We have always malntalned, o con-
tradiction te the Hight wing, that Cen-
frlam Is not g stoble and cousistent polf-
tical tendency and certainiy mot a stab-
horn and incurable “ulra-Laft™ polley,
The long-lasting bloc of Centrism and the
Right wing—during which the czpulsieon
of the Left Opposition was carrled out—
is in iteell a sufficient disproof of this
contention, The adventurist plunges of
the “third period” Jid not disclogse g new
faee of Centrl=m. They only roeapded
out and conflrmed (he basle thesls of the
Opposition : that Centrism iz & policy of
staggering belwesn  the <lasses  which
yleldy to the pressore of the momedt and
iz charncterized by swide swings to the
Right wnd adventurist leaps to the Left.
Th attempts of the Centrigta to  ex-
tricate them=alves from the absurdifies
of the “third peripd” have been noted
before, partieularly 1o unemployment
work and In the frade nnion question,
Now we are witnessing an  awkward
somersault In the polley of the mine
girike. It is meedless to mentlon that
the leading aercbat in this turn iz Brow-
der, He was thve nalslest sbhonter of Lhe
peeudo-Left season. Thet qualifcs him,
according to the ritual of Btalinlam, to
he the fHrat o make a turn of 180 de-
grees, withoot, of conrse, saylng any-
thing about the falzity of the dizcarded
policy.

Browder will be rememberea as the
impetuous revolutlonist whe was through
forever with “progressives”, IHe proved
—to his own satisfaction—ihat they had
become “Hoclal-fasciats, and from this
he digw the conclpzlon thot the toetie of
ynited front was out of date. As far
back ox Febroary 27, 1020, that =
bafore the erlsis and ks consequent shar-
pening of the class relations, he wrote
In the Dally Worker:

“We will no longer waste our en-
ergles wnd time In  dlsastrous af-
tempis to work with thess fake pro-

gresaives.”

In the Militant for March 1 of the
game vear we explalned, in our connters
revolutionney way, that Browder would
have to change his mim] about that, He
ﬂ!:f not disappoint us,  After more tham
two vears of rumipatlon over the ques-
tlon—and a hlow in the face from the
actunlities of the mining sltoation—the
same Browder comes forward with an
amazing dizeovery: that “we canooe de-
eline to have relations™ with . . . the
Alustelts, Keemey. DBrowder could pDol
keep such wisdom to  himsell. Fired
with the meal of a convert, the great man
made a speech, to which—If the Dally
Worker for July 11 does not  lle—the
“party lesders” had to listen. There he
announeed g new revelation:

“The Heeney group has the hege-
mony in Soufhern West Virginia.
This requires that we have a iactle
of maneuver [n regard to these peo-
ple. We cannol merely decline to
hive relationg with whatever group
ecomes out of this Aeld, whether it is
Heoney personnlly, or Keeney's repre-
sentatlves. The fact remains that
one of the ronds to the miners in this
territory is muneuvers with this out-
ft."”

From this it ean be seen that even
n Mrowder can learn somethiog, i he
I« pllowed enongh time,  The elementary
iden, expluined as far back as the Third
Congress of the Comintern in 1821, thit
we cannot decline to have relations™
with reformisis has finally penetrated
the thick sknll of the Trotsky-killer, and
that nlone testifies to the power of the
nlea.

And along with that Hrowder hos asal-
milnted pnother simple and obvicws con-
eeption and, s was to be expected, he
aleo made n speech nbout it. Before the
prigls, and after, our hero saw the “of-
fonsive of the workers” and the “rev-
olutionary upsurge™ rising bigh enough
to drown DLim. Hnt slnce then he has
found a dry rock to =it on and colleet
his thowghts. The result of this eogita-
tion 18 embodind In a speech to the Con-
ventlon of the Young Communist Leaguee,
reported fun the Dally Worker of July
14il. The er=twhile fire-cater shnkes the
finzer of canfion at the assembled hot-
lemde amnd warns them "

“It Iz thereiore clear that it Is ab-
solutely wrong to speak of the ‘of-
fensive of the working class and the
eounter-oMengive of the eaplialists’,

“The hegluning of the mass actions
has primarily a defensive charseter.”

“We witness a most vielous offen-
slve of the capitallst eclass against
the working class.”

And go on. Al of which is Browder™s
way of conveying the lmpression that the
present stenggles of the workers ara de-
fenszlve. Thiz ix, of course, a eorreet
appralanl of the altantion, as the Militant
has pointed out & hundred timee. The
{den ftmelf Iz not new: 16 13 Browder’s
auilden compechension of [t that provides
the day's sensation,

These incidentz (demonsirate, sa Das
Iwen anid, that Centrlem 13 able 1o
change its mind a Httle; that the analy-
glg of Ha policy as chronle nltra-Left-
lam ia falee; that even a Hrowder can
learn. But from thls we draw nmo optim.
{atle conclnsiona, for the process takes
too long, they do too much damage In
the mesntime and they correct one error
only In order to commit & dogcn more.
Centrism Iz not consiztently Leftist, but
it Is constantly false and consistenly
dangerous to the prolotarien movemenl.

—
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DUR REVOLUTION

The more clearly the unfulding of
world events demonstrates that the con-
eception of sociallsm in one country—the
common theoretieal bond of Centrism
and the HKight wing—1s » strangulating
nooge for the infernationul proletarinn
revolution, the more evident does It be-
gome thal the banner of revolutlonary
internationalism belongs to the Left O
josition which has been forged In the
gtrupele against the new  revisionfam,
And by that Incresses the grentness of
itz historle responsiblilty and the magni-
tude of its tosks which brook ne delay
and take mo heed of the weakness of
our forces.

Blockaded in Iussin during the Chi
newe pevolution and the English general
strike, the Oppesition hed to coufine it
self to criticlem mnd counter-proposals
within a closed eirele and wos deprived
of direct inuence on the events them
selves.  The new rlse of revolaflonaey
development colncldes with o decisive
chonge in the ioternal relatlons of the
Communist movement.  The Opposition,
beanten down with the defeats of the
international proletarint  whivh  HSowed
from the ruinous polloy of the IMight-
Centrist  bloe, biod awakened Lo Dew
life with the revelutiopary revival and
confronta them with a world-wide organ-
Iention and with all ity fundsmental
prineiples confirmed in Wving experience.
It 18 now endowed with the possibilicy,
and the inescapable historie necessity,
of bringing these priociples to the fore
g a direct inflwence on the developlog
revolutionary events. Hvery section of
the Internptlonal—onr own among them
—must put itz ranks In shape for thus
grandiose International endeavof.

From this polnt ef view we should
greet in the warmest mauner, and in
deeds as well as In words, the propozals
of comrade ‘Trofsky ln regard to the
Apanish revolution which stands today
in the center of the stage. To inférvena
directly. now, snd on an  infernstlonal
seple: o atndy the basie questions down
to the Lottom: to =tir the Communisl
ranks with dizenssion over the problems
of the Hpanlsh revolotlon apd mobilize
International pld in thne; to expose and
drive out the revolution-destroying policy
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présence of & degenerated caste of labor
skates who heve written for the miners
a long list of treacheries and sell-outs,
But despite their common root, these
four movements have not made common
cange. It 1s in this absence of unity and
solidarity in actionm that lice the great-
est obatacle to the advancement of the
millant miners' movement.

WHAT SHOULD THE
LEFT WING DO?

Confronted with this rounded pleture
of the situation, what action should be
undertaken by the Left wipg asnd the
Communists, representst in the Nalooal
Miners Union? ‘They must {mmedlately
1ise the banner of unlty, of the condo-
ldation of all thess movemenis, 1t Is
particularly in thnes of stress, when
ey are fghting—Ilikes the minera- -with
thelr backs to the wall—that the wark-
ers fesl most nentely the need for noity
ety fued perke, separated movements only
serra to disconrage them, to lower thelir
morals and fzhting spirit, A new acere-
tlom of forces, uniieation with other
workers" groupas the breaking down of
the barriers rhot divide ihe workers aod
strengthen thelr enemies—1ihese serve to
learien the workers, to make theor feel
thelr strength, to Increase thelr enthus-
lazm, their endorance, their combativity.
It Is especially under present conditione
that the workers look with Just suspicion
npon those who spurn the proposal for

unity, who stand in the way of its con-
aummation, who block fts achlevemer:
Ly petty tricks or pettler excuaes. They
wlil deal with sueh foes of labor with
impatlent speed—providing thesa fous
are uncovered In g manner that enables
the workers fo @ee thelr real color
plainly.

That Is why it 1s an absolutely unpost-
ponable duty of the N. M. U. to take the
initintive in ealling for a joint conference
of all these striklng and rebellions
groups, to take the initlotive now, 0
atrike while the iron Is hot. It would
be a conference of egually represented
workers, convoked for the purpose of co-
¢ rddimating the movements, of solldlfying
them under one head, and—this ia highly
essentlnl—ofl expanding 1he movemeng
to other fiells.

" The present policy s simply to eall
upon the other insmrgent grounps “from
Below to joln the eonfercnce which the
N. M. U, {8 calling But this i3 & ridlcu-
lons carlcaturs of what alould be done.
The other gproups have no intention of
dissolving themselvea into the N, M, B
at the blowing of a trumpet The con-
ference capnot be a “clever maneuver™;
it must be called for the purpose of
mobillizing nll the mincrs, regapdlesa of
thelr afillations or bellefs, against the
offensive of the coal operators and thelr
agents, duch a confergnca can become
the inftlal atep In & wmove to amalgom-
ate all the verlous independent aond
erparate Insurgent movemenis with the
N. M. 1. into a powerful and militant

of Cenfriasm and bring forwnrd the
Marxist allernatives in the heat of evenis
amd directly npoen them-—such are the
tnsks envisaged for the Interanational
Left  Opposltlon In comrade Trotaky®s
letter which we print In the current is
sue of the Militant.

Wa have reaxzon to hope thot our de-
tachment of the Marxinn International
frta will do its part for the Spanish roev-
olation. To a1 certain extent at least
we have secn the hoge visty openod ap
by fhe eventa In Hpaln aml understood
that our welght in the scale mfdght not
b witheut inflgence in the final sum-
ming up. We have ventured to believe
«that, not becanse we decclve others or
anrsélves abont the Torees at our dis-
il Imf hecnuse our szirength a8 the

strength of the Marxian dectrines cry-

U. . Crises = = PPast :_&

Many people s=ay, “This crisls ls only
nnother one of the crises which capltal-
fxm has gone through periedically sloce
ita inception; hard tlmes bhave always
come and gone and capitalism has al-
wiays gone on to new heights after each
crisia™. Im the followlng pariagraphs weé
shall review briefly the history of the
major pnst erises of Amerlenn history
from the standpoint of determining whot
fnctors made Ip possible for esplitdlizm
te recover after each of them, lmacd on
specific econpmie forces and not on apny
myatical “recoperative poawer” Inhereut
in eapitallsm. If the factors which havo
pulled capdtalizm out of lis hole In the
past turn out to be no longer apnplicable
now, the only alternatives left would be
{11 n few, hitherto unheard of stimulus
to capitalist deviopment, or {(2) the fur-
ther development of capltalism most be
lonked on as degenerative rather than
progresalve,

While this study I8 based primarily on
the facts of American economic history,
wa e not for g moment loze sight of the
world-wide Interconnectlon of capitallst
interests nnd consequently of the patholo-
gleal syvmptoms of caplialism  in the
forme of orizes, The very frst of the
major crises of the Unite] States, that
of 1847, wos in part precipitated by an
increase In the di=count rale of the
Itank of England in the efort 1o halt the
flow of Foglish enpltnl into American
speculative ventures, The timing of erlaea
thromgehont the workl In foct, I8 becom-
ing Inereasingly uniform. We limit the
gtudy of cri=ex in this article to the
Amdrican field purely for ihe aake of nog
packing too much material into a Hmited
HMICE,

The Early Crises

The two earliest crisea of Amerlcan
hilstory, the post-revelutionnry erlses of
17556 and the post-war ¢rizes of 18106-19,
bore the =tomp of an undeveloped econ-
omy=—the principal coneerns  wWeére  cOor-
retfey inflation, primitive banking meth-
od=, excessive Imports, inswfficient erops
to aupply an export surplis with which
to pay for them, Barly In the latier
vrigls, however, & major step toward
developed capitnlism was taken when the
tariff nep of 1510 was passed, to enconr-
nge manufacfaring lwlustry, The “Amer-
iean syatem” of pre-Civil War politics,
conibining tarlffa with Infernal Improve-
ments, chiefly waterways nnd highwaya,
was an enrly mauifestation of capitallst
pollties: fereitorial expanslon Inte the
Lonl<lana Tervitory and Florlda furnish-
el mew markets, the steamboat waa just
coundng Inte itz own, and American ship-
ping was carrying an Increasingly lm-
portant part of the foreign trade. Ino
the olid Bonth, the development of the ¢ot-
tom gl changed cotton coltivation from
a placid patriarchal mode of life, where-
in the abolition of slavery could be plat-
onically digrussed by “ndvanced” South-
croers, Into o hectle, gpecalative bpsiness
with profita running ap to 50 percent or
more a year, the soil was henceforth
mined, not cultlvated ; millionaire plant-
ers were now not uncommon, and slavery
bcame an institution consccrated by the
Bible itself.

Prosperous virgin wheat in the West,
prosperdns cotton in the South, and pro-
sperous  tariff-supported  manufactoring
In the East solved the crises of 1819, The
growing proletariat began 1o organize it-
aelf into trade unions, and by 1833 the
first Council of Trade Unlons met In
woew York Cliy.

The normal eourse of capitalist devel-
oprent led Lo the erlses of 1837, preceded
by a wild banking, lend and railroad
boom. Agaln the solution was found In
territorial expunsion ioto Texas and the
Oregon Territory 3 in record Increases In
crop cultivation, in an enomous Inerease
in immigration and in population growih
(from 1830 to 1560 population Inereased
one-third ench ten years, from TZE00.000
in 1830000 to 31,443,000 in 1860, a rate
which if maintained could have made
the present population of the United
Btates 6,000,000, nearly twice the ac
tunl figure).

The labor movement began s wander-
inga In the polltical wilderness by the
orpanization of “Know-Nothing”, “Lovo-
foco™ and other pariiea which acted as
tadl to the kite of the major parties.

The definite victory of Amearican eapd-
talism over thie ope sérious opponent
which it has ever bad, the Southern agri-
cultural aristocracy, In the Civil War,
unleashed ancther roaring boom perlod
in 18, Kailrond milenge dounbled In
elght years, and absorbed more capital
than amy other Industry, & good deal of
it from Furope, ‘The Hessemer process
fmtroduced fn 1845 for the frst tHme
mude atee] 4 chenp, mass-production com.
modity ; eonl praduction qounadrapled fromn
1560 to 1873, Azricalture boomed too
—gotton prodoction, at Arst hard hit by
the Clvil War, recoverad by 1877 and
reéached as hligh figures as eéver, at 4,500,
0y eles, to go om (0 an average of over
6,00 KKy bales In the next sixiesn years
and 10 milllons fn 4884, The first of the
big mergers arclved o ofl, ecal, rail-
romds, New resdurces were digtoverod
In ofl; copper, natoral gag, Export trade
gtill conalzted primarily of foodsinffs and
raw materials; the percentage of manm-
faciured poods fo tolal exports harndly
ehanged betwesn 1870 and 1800,

The Panie of IBT3

The panle of 1373 was severe and con-
plieated by government deflelts and sil-
vier enrrency prollems. With such  an
industfal background, however, 1B want
throngh the clessic cowrse of the erizses
of o “healthy” capltaliam: a sharp drop
in prices, a call by banks for repaFment
of lonns, or In the language of that day,
“hard money Instesd of paper’; wide-
spriad  bankrupbeles, unemployment, pe-
duction of Industrial output, a streng-
t thening of the financlal position of banks

and individesls becouse of the sharp

stallzed In the Internationnl nuclens of
the Opposition.  We have not scen the
Chinesa revolotion as o =ubdect for al
slract historical standy. The internation-
al clags strogele, In ita dyanmic develop
ment, i3 posing the questions anew in
Hpaln and raising the prisciple line of
the Oppositfon against the line of Cen-
trism more inslstently than ever. That
i the way weé see it. That is why we
mu=t sirain every resomfoe to muake our
mark an the sltantlon while it 1 alive
and frash,

The Hpanizh revolution s our revolu-
fion, It s our task to make it the wev-
alution of the Awerieon workers and to
inspice them te fight for 1t on the =00l of
Amerien gz our ecomrtades fight for If on
the soll of Spain.

—J. I'

industrial wnion of the miners a force
to be recokomed with by the operatars
and o the lnbor movement, o poweriul
lmpetua in bullding the Left wing move-
ment everywhere olse.

Who will reject and sabolage such &
unity conference? The agents of Lbe
operators among the miuners, the false
leaders, the windjammers, the propriet-
ors of “vested interests” fn the mipDers.
The Teft wing can refect [t only at s
pwn expense and at the cost of the
iners. It ia in the process of fighting
tor the unity of the workers that they
will be able to separate the wheat from
the chaff, to jndge who s right, who I8
for them. who J3 agalnst them. The
Left wing hins nothing to fear from this
process, Like the miners in peneral, it
has everything to gain—providing it acts
promptly and resolutely, providing it
droges the futile policy of ignoring the
ofher movementa (fhis osteich polley has
heen followed By the Daily Worker,
which thiaks 4o solve n problem by re-
maining =ilent) or of confining Mself to
mechanica]l denunclations of everything
and everybmly outside itz ranks.

) NOT BE DECEIVED BY
CHEAP PHASES

Phe worst thing the Left wing can do
1+ 4o grow intoxicated with an inflabed
{dea of itz own strength or position. Tt
ig not leading the whole minera’ move-
ment, nt anly g part of it. It can win
#2 war to lendersblp If it pursues the
rleht  polley now—and not  after the
strike in the “self-critical” articles of
tha press.

The Teft wing dares not be decelved
by cheap phrases, by boasting, by rulnons
self-contentment  with the blg achieve-
ment it can legitimately record now.  Tho
not hie bilnded to the corvect polley Bo-
wards the reformist orpanlzations by
Foster's ehatter about “tha prowing fas-
cization of the A. F. of L. bureauernoy”
because it s doing “everything poasible
to hinder the strike”. Lewls and Oo
have been engnmsl In their trade of
atrike-irenking  hefore  “wocinl-fAasclson®
was  ever invented. Do nobt be talked
into dixelnesa aboug “the highly political
character”  of  the DPeonsylvania-Ohlo
sirike beeanse of capitalist terrorlam—~
ihe terror of the hosses ar the stale
doea not make a strike “politieal™. Tha
strlkes are desperate defensive actlons
of the miners which do not “require o
high politicalization of the struggle”

The present artlele in the serles of reviews of the position of American
peonomy deals with crises of eapltalism in this country In the past and the
temporary solutjon found in years gone by to the present erigis. The problem
of foreign trade and the possililities for Its development, as well a2 the prohlem
of war in connection with American imperlallst expansion will be deall with in
detail by the anthor in. coming artlcles. Hd.

Ry E. §. Kield

deflation, low money rates, casy lerms
for borrowers of new capltal—one or
two pood crops, and the business cycle
wag ready to revolve again,

The labor movement reached a wew
high plang In the organization of fhe
Knights of Labor and the developtnent of
bigger and better trade unions.

The next crisia came in 1803, The
growth of capitaliem had renched a polnt
where internal contradictions between the
preat and the small bonrgeolste were
beginhing to compel the granting of con
cosplona to the latbter in the form: of re-
pirletlons on the former—ihe Interstaie
Comaperee Act of 1857, the Shermoan Antl-
Trust Act of 1860, Crops were atlll
setting new high records, but agricultural
grises were taking the form of agltation
agninst the representatives of finance
capital, lending to an unsuecessful bloc
between farmers uhable to pay thelr
mortgages and unemljored labot, cof
off from the ecscape to the West from
low wages, long hours aml insecure jobs
by the filling up of the farm counlry.
The tactics of the bloe, depreciation of
the real value of bankers' claims by In-
flating the paper corrency (Greenback-
ere, Popullsts), or by free coinage of
gilver at  hipgher than ita real wvoloe
(Brran amd the IDemocrats, 18HG-11#H1,
guccesded In diverting proletarian and
aerarian discontent from any revolution-
ary outlet in apite of auch milltant mani-
festations as the Homestead strike of
18k and the Mallmoan strike of 1804,

The =olution of the [mmsllats problems
of the ¢rises of 1883 was haged on & coD-
tinmiop of the post-Civil War tremds—
morea intensive manvfacturing, the erea-
tion of large industrial combinations cul-
minating In the great trost-Luilding era
from 18040 o 19401, extenslon of agricul-
tural prodwction, and increnses]  expord
trande stimulated by a serles of wars in-
cluding the Spanish-American, Boer and
Busgso-Japhudse wirs,

Itailroad expanslon had some to &
¢limax in the tenm yeares ending 18%0,
when T additional miles were con-
strocted,  After 1000 new constroction
slowed down sharply, but great nes
industries are now expunding—ithe eleg-
trical industry since 180{, aptomatie in-
dustrial machinery om an  unheard-of
scale, great new natural resources §o ofl,
copper, sllver, Iron ore; bumper wheat
and corn crops, 8 tripling of coal predne-
tion In {wenty yoars” time, all slgnifed
that eapitalizm was stlll on the wpward
tremd.

The great erizls of 1007, like praceding
crlzea, simply corrected the fempo of
t_h[s- development. Real estate specula-
tlouy which had resnlted In overbullding,
wna curkhcd, and an antlquated banking
and cusrcncy system again sbowed lie

Present

deficlencies when iF was necessary for
banks in %ew York to -issue clearing-
houze certifientes among thems=elves B3 o
foris of cmergency currency. The bump-
gr crops of the next (wo years, however,
aufficed to restore “normaley’, helped
by @ rising long-term treml in prices dus
to the incrensed production of geld from
rich American and Houth African fields,
apd by the demands of the Balkan ware
of 1011-14,
World War and 1911 Crisis

e erislz of 1914 was nipped In the
pud by the world war, which meant to
Amerivan eppltallsm g great speeding-up
of the normal development, together with
a huge influx aof gold, an enormons stims-
Iatlon to pgricalture, with a modernized
form of banking under the Federal He-
aerva Act,

The war left the TUnited States with
ehe most gigantie contrndictions in Itx
higtory—on  the one hand, the largest
mnnufacturing nation in the world, on
the other, the lergest producer of raw
materinls with which to feed competi-
tive manofucturing nationz, both branch-
ez of produetion siriving avidiy for ex-
port oiutlets. At the same thme, the Uni-
ted Hiates remalned the depository of the
world's largest stock of gold, and nlaoe
a holder of Lillons of dollars of paper
ghligations payable in gold, which ocom-
pelled Ameriea’s debtors o sthmulaie
their exports ln competition with Amer-
feqt b enable them to pay  their  debes.
The Inter-governmental debfs outstand-
ing at the end of the war were BgEray-
ated by the epldemic of Amerlcan lomos
abeapd by private investors, adding fur-
ther urdens to BEuvopean capitallsm yet
forcing it o redouble its efforts,

(ne of the cenmtury-old solotions for
Amerkea’s crlzes, to ralse bigger crops,
was still effectlve as Inte as 1019, In
that wenr the farm productlon rose to
the feurez of the war hoom year 191035,
and with the prices then  prevailing,
renched the premtest value for any crop
vear In Amerlean hisfory. hefore or sine,
A new high reecord for size of erops waa
made Yn 1920, but by that time the agrar-
lan problem had renched n point where
it eonld no longer be solved by such
methods, The blg crops of 1926 merely
hiroke the price of farm products, and
led {0 lower prodoction in 1827, In the
following year, 1028, bumper crops agnin
lironght prices Jdown o & polnt where
the nggregate value of the farm produc-
tion was less than that of the smaller
cropa of 1927, The Americon farmer la
baing crowded owt of world marketa,
and iz faced by the dilemma—bip eropa
aid low prices, of amall erops and not
mneh better prieos?

The manufacturing Industries after
the post-war boom of 1919, dll not sesm
to be facing this dilemma. Tremendous
galea of manufactured goods te Europe
and South Amerlea, finaneed by forelgn
honds floated during & violent secaritles
trpom, the rapld expanclon of a group of
industriez [ncluding electrical equipment,
mutomobiles, building constroction {which
had Bwen  lheld  hack  Jduring  the
war and hampered by high  Interest
rates  during the 1016 boom), the
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Combine the Miners' Struggles into a United Front!

{ Fosstor, page 5971, but the immediate,
gengine application of the unlted front
policy.

I'o mot be deceived with cwmpty talk
about the "rorrecine=a of the ne”. Fos
ter may wrlte for ancther year (hat “Ihn
Lawrenee strike goave n fivsl Jemonstra-
thon in_the United States of the corrset-
neas of the . 1. Lo U, line™ (page S96).
T™ee Urowders, in thele “self-critielsm™
after the event will write abowt the sama
Lawrenee strike, inm the same lsaue of
The Communist (page G111, that “a
amall measure of organizatlonal success
whas secured"—whlch coming from the
gource It does, means that virtvally no
pucress wid the result,

THFE. MISTAKE 18 BEING MADE
NOW — CORRECT IT NOW!

Wil the party have to draw up its
Balance sheet when the coal sirike 1a
concluded with the lmping. apologetle
remark thmt “a small measure of or-
ganizationnl suecéss was secured”? Will
the party leaders he allowsd to speak of
the “mistakes and shorteomings of the
gteike” when It 1z "tos late”, whoo It
ta gver and the mapgnificent opportunity
Bas heen missed? We repeat: W wouold
be fotal to permit such a sinte of affairs,
The time o act correctly s noew, Now
Ia the time fo ecorrect the misiake ln
pollicy. The party I3 porsulng & cowtse
of coneelt, of sepasatizm, which Is fnlse
and unworthy of Communists, [tz lead-
ership of the miners ¢an not only be
gxtonded but made firm and lastlng. ‘The
tens of thousands of miners in West
Virginia, In Keniucky b 1linols—nod
thi ofler sectloma which can ha  wen
an the hasls of the appeal for nnity and
golidarit y—muat not be lgnored. They
eantnol Be won slmply by ealling opon
them to joln the X, M. 1. That courae
wni teled in Hlnols with miserable ro-
aulia, It must be cast axlde before It
brings the same résulls In the pressot
aituition,

The miters necd & revalitionary lead-
orehip which g Intelllgontly awake to
the requirementa of the slontion, The
prophsals of the Left  Opposition meet
these requirements. “They should be ad-
aptel  and applied. e ofleial party
palicy s wrong and dees not oweet the
requirements. It mmat be rejected, The
mistake ia bolng made now, Now Is the
time to correct 0.

—MAN SHACITTMAN.

riidle, movies and other =uch minor fn-

dustries, for a time masked the haerers-
ing difflicultios in which the great staple
Industries =uch as steel. limber, cooper,
ail. eeal, textlles and others fonnd them-
Aelves during all thiz peciod. The pro-
sperity of the pertod froon 1924 to 1020
wiad mot wideapremd amd did nod extend
to many basic Indunstries until the fAonal
phases of the booswm, jn=t hefors the zol-
Iapae. The abeenee of resl  prosperity
was shown by the fperensing difically of
fncding markefs, which had to he foreed
by expensive advertising. high-pressore
selling, instonlment financing,  ote, the
fnerenasing difienlty for men of dfty or
aver Iz finding jolw, the fonaleratlion re-
strictions, which rovealed 0 real [n-
abllliy of eapitalist develor=wnt to hon-
dle an fncreasing papnlation on the scale
aof the preClvil War days, and the de-
ereasing percentage of the popnlation en-
giaged in industey Ao apite of the aldiity
of eapitalism to draw on new strata of
the population, =ach s woemen and dis
neaseisad  fnrmers,

The lalwe mevement, whieh bal  as-
swmed an aentely militant phase follow-
ing the 1010 crizis, s=lowiv lapeed nto
bdlarzy becnage  of  the imceressingly
apute contradiction between the leader-
ship amdl the ohjective comlifions, of a
fuflure of capltallam to make real pro-
gress Jduring an apparent boom el een
two greal ¢rises,

This Is the fivst time in the history of
cupitalism in swhich this has happened,
and §x confirmed Ly o stwily of per capits
consamptinon of major commaodities which
show litfle wmet gonin for the post fifteon
vears, but mercly aabstitotions of one
materinl for another, az for instance, lésd
conl but more clectelelty, leas meat and
whent buat more sugar and dalry pro-
ducts, leas lwmber bt moare atedl,

“Solutions” In the ast

Ewmmling up, capitnlism has found a
“aplutlon’ for all former corizes In the
Unlted Simbes throngh o or more of
the following means: territorial expan-
sion, bgger cropz. rger mannfactoring
Cweiltitica, foreien lono, raflroad expan-
alen, wore (pariicubnely gmong forel=n
conntries), teclmological Dwprovements
(imeluding mergers), inerensing exports,
new  industrbes.

Tercitorianl expansion, apart from wars
of congquest, is clozed: bigger eropa, as
was proven in TEEG and 1928, no longer
menn bigger  farming  ineome;  largor
mannfacturing facilities ave n burden,
ot f salvation, when the antomabilo
Initu=tey has a eapocity for prodocing '8
million ears with o  lome demand  In
“good” times of 4 milllen and exporis
of  nmother 5000y, nnd  rodio ek
fucilities more than threee times the hest
year's sales; forelgn loans are unanlable
In any quantity hecanse masp of 1he
possible borowera are pogr eredit riska,
a5 evidenced by their existing bonds sell-
Ingz far below par; rallrond  expansion
hag been & closed ehapter for nearly o
peneration : technolagieal Improvements,
as nnulyzed n oa precsling article, sim.
ply aggravate the problem of the domas.
tic market: the only new Endustries Iy
might appear utterly Inadegunte for mny
ma=3 consnmplion hoom=—the ouwtposts of
business tnlk hopefully of  televislapn,
hame relrigeration In sumimer, steol oone-
atruction for sninll honses, ot thers e
no conviction in their wolees,




