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THEY OVERLOWOKED THE
GERMAN BITUATION

The firat anawer of the Amerlean
Btaliniats to the Hoover moratorinm waa
& shocking revelntion of the theoretical
degeperation which has been brought In-
to the Communist movement onder the
fag of “soclallsm in ope country.” The
Hupaslan Opposition attacked this theory
from the wvery start ax the eover for &
fundamenial revision of the Marxist doc-
telne of revolutionary intérnotionalism
tending to turn the attention of the nn-
tlomal Cemmuniat partles away from the
probleme of the Internatioanal revolutlon
to the pacifist offlee of “frontler guards”
who wonld “defend" the Soviet Union
while g complete socialist soclety was
being constructed there, The first com-
ment of the Daily Worker on the new
American Intervention In Furope is an-
ofther demonstration of the fact that com-
rade Trotsky amd his Alarxist fellow-
thinkers did not overstate the case,

Reduclng all complexitles to one com-
mon formala, the Dally Worker had no
difficnlty in explaining the -moratorlom
proposal to lts readers. ‘Tha f(essue of
June Z2Z, following the puoblieatlon of
Hoover's statement devoted a leadlng
editorlal to the subject. From this
atatemient of Hoover, says the editorial,
“there can be no forther doult of the
position of the Unibed States as organ-
Izer and leader of (he Internatlonal anil-
Bovlet front,” Hoover's statement, cou-
tlnues the editorlal, “should alarm every
worker as an  lmmediate war threat
agaknst the first workers’ Republic” On
this alngle theme the entire editorial s
developed. As to the dircet amd nsfee-
diate alm of the Amerlcan proposal—to

bead off the proletarlan revolution in
Germany—and a8 to  the connesfion
af  the proletarian revolution s

Euorope with the defense of fhe Soviet
Union and the consolldation of ita victory
=—i0n these questions the editorial of the
Daily Worker had not a word to say,
And that was not & mere “oversight™.
The theory of soclanllsm in one country
began by overlooking the Internatlonal
revolution and removing it from the

agendn of practical tasks of the day
and ecould not do ctherwise, for the two

conceptions are Incompatible, The Am-
erfcan stodents are faithful o thelr Ros-
slan teachers—and paymasters,

Yeuterdny the oncoming proletarian
revaliniion In Spaln was viewed with
uneasiness in Pravda becanse I throea-
femed  to upset the Karopean equili-
brinvm and emdanger the Flve Yeur
Plan. Today the German revalution
Ia overlooked In the Dally Worker
which =sees  ouly  “defense™ of the
Soviet Unlon—aa though there could be
any real and permanent defense except
the revolutlon in other countries. The
whaole sequence of Llunders and crimes
which has fHowed from the Stalin lead-
ofefiip=<in Hos«ia and on & world scale —
have proceeded from n theory that is
fundamentally false,

The reactionary theory ef socialism In
ong conniry I8 po abstenction, remote
from the problems amd toske of the
day, A% many are apt tg regnrd . No,
it 1s the thread which ties all the sup-
rent  revisionist policles  topether and
unltes them into a system, And for that
reanon, the struggle for the regencration
of the Communist Intepnntional on the
foundnations of revolutlonary Internatlon-
alism Iz precminently s strugele to free
it from the debasing Influence of  this

theary,
“SBAVING—GERMANY” FOR WHOM?

It the Hoover proposal for the ana
pension of war debis and reparstions
falls to hold back the proletarion rev.
olution in Germany it will not be for
lack of enpport in the capitallst camp.
In the chorue of praise which has greet-
ed the new intervontion In BEurope from
all fhe bourgecis parties and factions
tUrere I8 mot 0 note of Jdiscord to be
heard. Everything is in ecloze harmony,
aé though all the parts had Deen s
signed and rehearsed In advancs im
readiness for the signal of 1he maesiro.
The unbwon I even superfor to that of
& practlsed orchestra and more firmly
based. They are all united behind the
scheme by the compulslon of common
Interast ip the existing aoclal order
which I8 directly menneed by the sltua-
tlon In Germany, That bz ihe real secret
of the marvelons unanimity,

From thlz standpolnt one of the ap-
vlanding volces deserves n aspeclal men-
tion. O July 1 Norman Thomas halled
the moratorlum polley as 2 step to save
Germany and Europe fronr “collapse”.
Speaking before the Unlon Theologien]
Semlnary as quoted by the Times of the
following day, he sald: “The collapse of
Germany under the Hitlerites or Commun-
Iets threatens the collapse of all Eur-
opd, of even all of Western civilization,
Although Hoover's plan does not go far
enough, it 18 good as far as It goes"
To Hoover and hix Wall Srreet bhackers
this  point of view I8 irreproachable,
Bupport from the Left is necessary for
the politiclans of reaction. and highly
valued by them. But how should the
workers many of whom [magine Thomas

speaks in their interest regard this ut-
" terance ¥

Thomas s fearfal of a “collapse of all
Europe, even of all of Western civiliza-
tlon”, regardless of whether this eol-
lapseé occura under the Communists or
the fasclats. Tt would be In place to
ask firat of all what such a “collapae®
under the Communiste wonld eonslst
of, and who standa to lose and who
stands to gain by it. Hoover and Co.
eould answer that question without s
moment's hesltatlon. They thought of #

baforchamd, angd that 8 why they acted.

It ought to be obvious to every work-
er who stops to think—and there are
many of them who have time and reason
fo think fhese duys=—thnol Thomas' fear
of & *“collapse under the Communists”
ia an ocho of the fear of the ruling class
and pot an expresaion of the interests of
thelr exploited victims.

HBut—It may be objected—Thomas sald
he also fearsd the Faszcists. Yes, he did
eny it and he does fear them. In that
gentiment he defends the speclal Inter-
eats of the =ocial-demorracy which wonld
be deprived of jts functlon If bourgesls-
democracy—the present form of capltal-
st class rule In Germaby—were sup-
planted Ly & Fascist dictatorship, another
form of the same class rule, This ques-
tlon la mot without fmportance to the
workers in the ocorse of their llbera-
tlon struggle, but their problem §s8 o
oo way =olved by the preventlon of
Faxelznr. Thelr fundamenial task s the
averthrow of capltalism  which, under
the regime of democracy, finds 8 strong-
est hase of support In the social-demo-
cracy. The remarks of Thomas on the
Hoover plan, were In essence an appeal
to the capltalluts ro rely on thlz sapport
nnid ap Assurance that it s the most re-
lahila.

The Dally Worker on July § quoted
the spitel of Thomas with the refer-
ence to the “Hitlerites" deleted, An
oversight, perhamps, of a careless editor-
tal writer? Far from . The Daily
Worker couldn’t convenlently goote a Jde-
claration of Norman Thomas against the
fascists beennse It is telling its  remd-
ers every day that soclal-democraey and
fascizm are the same thing, or nearly
the same thing, and that there is no roal
conflictk beiween theme. The theory of
“soclal-fascism™ must be vindieated even
it 4t requires g little garbling of quota-
tions, An abominable practice, it s
true, but [f cannot be helped. Everyone
contribuites necording te big abllity, The
Btalinlsts arve able to mmnddle qoestions,
Thay o that industelonsls.

VAN

REYIVING "THE APFEAL
Ty REASDN"

The anmoupeement of the revival of
the "Appeal To Reason™, with Fred
Warren, its old managing edltor again
bt the helm along with Haldemsn-Julios,
repregents an nttempt to interpeed the dis-
content generated by the crlals in terms
of preswar radlcallsm, We do not wish
snoeess o this ventore, mlthough we are
far fromm deuying the importance and
necessity of popular  agltation  aheets
which extend tbhelr sppes]l and influenes
far out beyond the bouniaries of the
crneclous section of the labor movement,
The old Appeal did this with an unpar-
alleled  effectiveness. It peached hun-
dreds of thousamds, at flmes even mil-
Hons but nothing came of the movement
it ereated. The logle of events diselosed
g fatnl weaknesza In the whole scheme,
Itg iznominicns eollapse under the first
gung of the war was o tragedy: the at-

tempd o repent the experiment = &
faree,

The Appeal under Waxland and War-
ren was an agitater and ihereln lay Jts
inberent defect. It was merely an agl
tator  without welght oF substanes,
moorning considernfions of fundamestal
theory and, consequently, frothy, sensa-
tianal, superficial, and cras=ly reformist.
The wnrest of the timoes and the ignor-
ance of the movement investidd the paper
with & great temporary sooeess, It
“reached the masses”—with sound and
fury siznifylng nothing excepl poverty of
thought and ignorance of Marxian funda-
mentals. Theory was ‘drowned out by
the noize of empty agitation In those
haleyon dayva before the war. But the
Leat of evenf2 repdered a diferent ver-
dict. The Appeal To Reason bivame &
vulgar  war-monger, Marxian theary
stood ita groond and becamne the founda-
tion of & new prolefarlan movement,

Beennze of that experience and to the
extent that the present-day movemens of
the militant proletarint has sasimilated
the lesson, It stands on nigher ground
and cannot be dragged back ngnin to the
swamps of yesterday. Agitation in itself
pobieases nn revelntlonary virtue. Only
to the extent that It proceeds from rev.
olutionary theery. and 1{s constantly
teated and regulated by it does apltation
serve as an lmpetns to the development
of a classa  movement, The first and
foremnat task i o advanes this idea
nnd atruggle for Ita hegemony,

At bettom this is what the strngzla
bt the Oppositon signifles. Ie dexives
Its historle Importance not only from
ks Implocable sntagonism to the old
reformist agitation ander the old and
dizcredited trade-marks. The inadequacy
of the ol movement on this basis hos
heren =afficlently demonstrated, at least
In the eyes of the workers' vangunred, A
imore Acnte and immediate danger ls (he
attempt to samiggle In the cntworn meth-
ods and conceptions under the flag of
Communism., The blustering apltation
of the Centrists, debasing all the theor-
etical rraditlons of the motEment bor-
rows more than a lHttle an this acconnt,
The lgnorant ballyhog abeut “mass waork"
which i= heard on the fringes of the Left
Oppesition 1s at bottom nothing more
than this

80 you will give up the slogan, “Go
te the masses™—say the advocates of
agltntion for Its own anke. No. Dut In
order to make Its meaning clearer—to
arm the movement sgainat Appeal to
Iteasonism, open and dispulsed—the Op-
position adds an amendment to make the
glogan read: Go to the masses with a
revolutionary polley !

—I. P. Q.
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Manuﬂsl(y Makes an Unintentional Admission

Of all the plenums or congresses (hatl
the Communist International has  held,
the Eleventd Plewm which recently met
without announcement of lis sessions or
atfentlon to itz deliberations or results,
undouhtedly occenples tha lowest rung in
the ladder of the Comintern’s history.
The whole lmpression =alned from the
Plefum is that I8 met in o vaenum,  Yet
there are one or two spote of Intersst
and instruction In s proceedings.  Ma-
torinl points of {nfersst m n vacuum?
There s no contradiction here. As  in
natural sclence, there i3 no absolubely
perfect vacunm, The same holds true of
the HKleventh Mennm. ‘The Insfroctive
point in this rase is furnished—again the
contradiction is only apparent—by an
puwhtting admission from Maouilasky, the
méalp reporier,

“I'n what way." he asks “does  the
higher stage of the present revolutionary
upsurge as compared with  preceding
yeara expregs jtaelf? In the fact that in
a pumber of eapitnlist coanteles, and
fn o vumber of zeparate actions, the
Commundsts are beginning Lo assame fhe
independent lesdership in the class bat-
tleg.

“The Communists in China fare not
now carrving on a victoriows MNorthern
Expoedition, occupying Shanghai amd the
other industrlal centers, nor 13 Chlang
Kal-Bhek striking them in the flank at
fhe moment of vietory, ‘The Commun-
iats are now independently, as a party
difecting the Chinése Red Atmy of ped-
maint= mwl workers against Chians Kal-
Shek, agalnst all the ecountéer-revolution-
ary penerals and the wnited forees of
the whole lmperinlist front. lp the mot-
tor of winning the hegemony of the pro-
letariat  In  the national-revelutlionary
mieveinent they have made sinee 1926 &
tremendous and decislve advanee and
have ralsed the revolutionary movement
to g new height as a resalt of ite class
diferent it lon,

“The Comemnnists in Furope are not
at thiz moment leading peneral strikes
on the scale of fhe Engllah strike of
1928, which was betraved at fhe declslra
monrent by the Purceclls, Cltrines and
other leaders of the General Council

. - Had the Communista given {nde-
pendent leadership to movemcnts lika
the dGeneral =irike in Great Britain
or the Northern Expedition in China. it
would have lmplied that they had won
the majority of the working class and
talling wsses, and this would have e
sulted In the immediate victory of (he
proletarian revolutlon. This higher staga
of the revolutlennry upsurge i3 charpcter-
Izad by the revelutionizatlon of the class
battles apd this s connected with the
fact thal the Communists have nssumed
independent leadorship in these battles
-w - Btomy he psserted that every move-
ment under Commnni=l leadership willl
fend to rise to n higher stage, sines Iis
development will not e hindered by the
begvy auchor of  reformizt  ofeialdom,
which draga the movement back” (In-
precorr, June 10, 1931,)

There s surely an  appreclable dif-
forence between the two “stages” in the
second of wihlch there are allegedly big
advances anid progresa to record, and
in the first of which there were in real-
ity two of the most erpshing and humili-
ating defeats even experienced by ao
emdmttled prolofarint—in Fngland  ond
China,  What coused the  differeice?
Why are the Communizts “beginning” to
asnme  “lndependent leadership” now?

Fconomic Crisis ==

(Contiued from last i=sue)

The “economis age” of an industry, In
terms of the foregoing, will increase with
time, and in general the older Industries
will show the clearsst signs of “econ-
ombe old age”, although a new Industry
which has been developed rapidly may
age fast.  Aviatlon may be consldered
to be In the fArst stage: eclectrle refrig-
eration, whoz¢ snles Inecreased over 10
percent In 1030 over 1920 in the face
of depresslon, In the accond; radlo =ot
manufaciure has quickly reached the
thisd stoge: aml =wch old industrles o=
textiles or coal, which have g wort of
private permanént depression of thelr
owy are in the las{ stage of capitallst
decay. The change from ong =fage {0 an-
other I8 clearly [Hustrated by the anto-
moblle industry. In 1008, the Industey
wing still young, from an economle stand-
polnt  amd registeations at the énd of
that depression year were 38 pereent
higher tham at the Leginning, and In
1521 there was an [nerease In reglsica-
tlon of 13 perecnt. Im 1030, however,
reglatrations Inereased less than 1 por-
cant, In <ther words, only a few mors
CcATA wereé made than were serapped last
FeAT.

Applying the foregoing to the sltua-
tlon even in the socalled “prosperoos”
times ending In 1929, we iind a, numbar
bf Industries which ware sharply de-
pressed and were unable 10 make satls-
foctory profite; textiles, coal sogar,
lumber, meat packing, agrlculture in
general, fertllizers, furniture manufac-
ture, paper rublber, shipping. and leath-
er. To these may be added u groop of
Industries which iz able to make & pro-
At in good tlmes, buat whose profits ra-
pldliy shrink In depression times: suto-
mobller, clothing, building materials,
iromn and steel, machinery, mining, rail-
ways, «be. The relatively ““young" io-
dustries, which are still capable of ex-
panding or at least holding thelr own
In depresslon times, are few: moving
pictures, prepared foods, certain cheml-
cnlg, chaln stores, offfee supplics, pub-
lshing, clgarettes, elecirlcity, gas, tele-
phones, and electrical equipment are the
most important, To compare the number
and Importance of these relatively “heal-

Why didn"t the Commuanizis give “inde-
pendent leadership to movements like the
General Sirike In Great Britain or the
Northernp Expedition in Chinn  {whichh
would have resalted In the hinmediate
victory of the proletarian revolutlon™?

From Muanullaky's report, no  otheér
gh=wer an e found than that the Com-
=t parties have failed to pdopt the
directivea of fhe Infallilile fnternntionni
leadership, which 1= divected in tuen by
the mfalllble General Seerctary.  [Iad
Manuil=ky refraincd from invoking the
pngt, matters would not lave stosd =0
hadly for his conceptions, Tor sod Knows
that the leaderahip of the varions Come-
munial parties s eminently ineapable of
executing intellizently any policy—right
or wrong,  Unfortonately for this el
giv 18 legend, however, Manuilsky had to
“gtrangthen” hiz cize by o reference to
the inglorious past—nofb of the Conmmmn-
fsta “In China" or the “Communisis in
Furope” buat more directly of the “Com-
munlats" in the Demedinde, most intl-
mate centrnl apparatios of Rialin him-
~elf, in warmest collaboration with oche
arin.

The whole truih of the matrer lies in
the fact thaf Stalin, Bucharin bear the
full respongibility for the failure of the

Coommnnist= in Englamd aod China fo
put themselves at the head of the rey-
olutionary movement=, It was they who,
almaing the immense power they bhad na-
urped, covered up o downright Menshevik
policy with all the prestige and author-
ity of the Communist Infernatlonal and
e Bossing pevolnifon. I was fhey who
Inid down g rigid probhibition against foe
Communists wreating the lewdership  of
he moveiment from the hoands  of  ft=
rradueers, Fureell and Chiang Kol-8hek,
Hivks= and Cook gl Wang Chin Wel.

In England duclng the turbulent period
of the general and the miners’ strikes,
when the classes woerd at =word'=z points
Stalln and Bucharin prevented the Eng-
lish Communist 'arty from soeting as a
party of the revolutjonary proletarkat
and eompelled it fo function as the Gen-
aral Couneil’s wotehdor againsg the ong-
ragedd feelings of the workers stalibed
in the back. Imring the strike, ‘the
Beitish (bmojinists weke Jocked Into
oni: room with the “Left” wing of the
Generp! Conneil, with the Cooks and Co.
atl Lold to act barmsnion=ly under the
banner of the “minority movement",
Even after the open betrayal of the
girike, the Communisis of Hritaln were
gngied in their gritleism of the Doreells

Thaelmann and the «People’s Revolutions

Thanks for the quotation about the
“people’s”  revolution from Thaelmann's
spech, which 1 glanced through. A more
ridicwlon< atal ||1:ﬁ.“|:'h'l|l!'|.:l.l confused man-
per of putting the gquestion ennnot be
imaglued ! "The peoples revidlution™—
A n slopan and even with a reflerence
to Leonin. Yel every fssoe of the paper
of the Fasclst Strasser = embellished
with the slogan of the peopld's revela-
tion as opposed to the Marxian slognn of
the class revalotion, I
that every grent revolution i a people’s
or a nationnl revaltion, In the sense that
it wmites around the revelutionary class
all the virile and creative forces of the
nation amd reconstracts the potion aronnd
a new core Mot this i nod a slogan,
it i= & =zoclolbgical descriplion of the rov-
alurion, which roguires, noreover. preclse
anil eoncrefe delinitons. Huat as g Blo-
gan, it I8 inune and charlatanl=m, market
competition with 4he Faseists, pald for
at the prlee of Injecting econfusion Into
the mimds of the workers.

The evolution of the slogans of the
Comintern 1s a =iriking one. procisely
in thiz guestion. Blnee the Thivd Cone-
gress of the Cominternm the slagan of
“claxs agninst clags” became the popular
expression of the polley of the unlied
proletarian front. This was quite cor-
rect: All workera should be consolldated
against the bourgeolsle. Thiz they after.
warids transformed fedo fhe alllunee with
e reformilst  loareawcrats againal the
workers {(the oexperlence of the Englizh
penral strike), Later on, they wenl
aver fo the opposite extreme: No agroe
menta with the reformists, “class agalnst
class” The very slogan which was to
gerve for drowing the social demoeeratic
workera cleser to the Commnnist workers
enme o mean. in the “third perind”,
the struggle agninst thoe soclal democeratic
workers  as  agninst a different closs.
SNow fhe new tarn: the people’s vevoln-
r.h_m fugtend of {he proletarian revolu-
tion, The Fasclet Btrasger saye: Ninefy-
five percent of the people are interestesd

1=

understond.

in the revolution, consequently thils is
ot o elast revolutlon but a people’s rev-
olution. Thillmann =ings in chorua. In
rolity, the worker-Commmnnists should
say Ao fhe Fasclst worker: OF course.
winety-ive percent of the popnlation §f
nedt nlEvel veeight percent, s explolted by
Huanee capital. Mot this oxpleitation is
orginized hlerarchlenlly: fhere are ox-
plodters, there are suab-explolters, sul-
gub-exploiters, efe, Only thanks o this
hivrarchy do the super-exploliers keep in
aubfection the mnjority of (e natlon, In
order that the pation should indesd De
able o reconstruct ltself around & new
clasz core, 1t must be reconstructed lice-
Imcleally and this con be pehicvidd only
if the proletaring does not dissolve -
well into the “pesple” into the “natlon”,
It o the contrary develops & program
of [ts proletarion revolution and compels
the patty bourgeoizie to chooss hetween
two réglmes. The slogan of he people's
revolutlon Inlls the petty bourgesisle s
well as the broad mnosses of the work-
arg, reconciles them to (he bowrgeois-
Werarchical sirmeture of the “people”,
and retards thely Hieratlow. Buat under
prégent condifions in Germany, the slogan
of a "people’s revolutlon™ wipes away
the  Ideologienl demarention hetween
Murxian and Fascism, reconclles parr of
the workers and the peity bourgeoisie to
the ldeology of Fasclsm, allowing them
to think that they are net compelled to
mmke a cholee, bech=e in both camps
it is all & matter of a people’s revolu-
tlon. These wretehed revolutlonisis, In
a condliet with any serlows enemy, think
first of all of how to imitate him, how
to repaint themsclves In his colors and
fow to win the mnsses by means of f
smart  trick and mot by revolutionary
strugele. A treoly  ghamaful nosing of
the question ! If the weak Spaniah Cobi-
munista were to make thizs formoln their
owie, they would perive at the policy of
the Spanish Koo Min Tang.

Aprll 14, 1031

—LEON TROTREEY.

and Citrines” by the stabborn mainten-
anee of the Anglo-ltussinn “Unlty® Cemn-
mitter and Tomsky's declaration that
the “Tws<dan=" (i e, the Comintern wera
‘In hearty aceord™ with the Hritish labor
skates, The Anzlo-linssian  Committes
recognized the principle of “non-inter-
veption”, which mennt that the Comin-
tewn formally repcnnesd  the adeht of
fhe Commmanista to “hetervene In Brifish
lylsor affate=".

Who was it that demanded “indepen-
dewt] leaderghip” for the Iiritlsh  amnd
warld Commnnists on that occaslon, that
ig, the Hheration of (e Comuoonists from
the strapgulating yoke of (e “Left™ pe-
formists and the creation of the possibil-
ity for action independent of Iurcell’s
cottral?  The Left Opposition, Whe de
aovneed he Oppasition and acsensed (& of
bl the “enemy of the Hoviet Unlon®™,
the “=plitter of the lahor movement™,
sduanl uplonlsts"?  The Mannllzkys and
all the other KEnusinens and  Smerals,

n Ching, duelog the vevalutionary for-
weril march of 1N25.1027, #2falin and Co.
pnvizht (e Connmnnlsts (ot the prole-
taviad had to “do the eoolle work™ for
the honvgeoisie, which procesled o pay
thie Cronmuni=ts for thelr services in aeas
af hlood, #talinm and Dacharin tadshit
the world that the “anti-imperinlist rev-
aglution™ wonld be aecompli=hed under
the leaderskip of Chiong Koai-S8hek. When
thie latter il monnted e power  in
Shanzhal on (e ladder held for him by
Stallp and Manuilzsky, the latter, nothing
disconeerted, began to  feach that  the
“agrarian revolution™ would by accom-
plahed pnder e leadership of Wang
Chin Wel. They fold the Communists to
euter the hanrgeniz enbdnet of Hankow,
to defend the bourgeols  dictntorship—
with even worse coleosiiences than re-
siilted feam the haurcesi: minlaterinli=n
af Miller and hiz almilars. Stalin agnt
telegrams to Ching (o “enrh the agracian
revolintion”, The Chinese Commuanists
wiere forced tn stay In the bonrgeols Koo
Min Tang as footmen to San Yot Senism,
which they pledged themselves not e
eriticize,  The proletarian vl feg was
renonneed in Tavor of the bowrgeols han-
ner (“We will nol sareender the Blie
fag of the Koo Min Tang™ cried DBuch-
arinth.

The yesterdays have their  profonnd
{mipoctanee, pot merely for the poadenle
historian. lmt becanse only Ly knowing
the yesterday can today he underatand
aml tomorsow he prepared for. At the
foundation of today's blunders lie the
Iunders of veaterday, which all of Stal-
jnism'a frenzbed veering to ultra-Loftism
canmnot eradicnte. The error of the past
left  wnpeknowledged nmd oneendemned
% the souree of i own reprodoction to-
morreyw.  The most siriking fllustratlon
of thix temism iz the policy of the Right
wing today. Head its press; obscrve la
actions. ldke a dissipated old man It
re-lyer  the disgraceful experfences
went thromgh jointly with the Centrisis
who cxpglled it Tis feeble organlsm
1 monrished solely  upon  uncondeinned
Errors.

The opportunist hag a short memory-
or eather. e prefers the working oo
ts hiwe o short memory., The revol
tlonier ealne when he proletarian. 1
thinking of the past, B enahlsd to &
for the fafure.  Manuilsky's*nnintentio
al confession has helped to refresh
meemary wihich, If not glerlons In nchiles
ment, ls at least rich in ihe lessona
itz trnpedy, — 8-

MNote: This is the first of a series of articles

intended to interpret the

daily economic Hie of the United States In accordance with the renl course of its

development and from o Marxian point

aof view, The present artlele deala with

the general fentnres of the crisis that b egan, in 1920, seeks to Isolate e cauzes,
and diseuss the prospects for the futur e and thelr politieal consequences and

efictis for the labor movement. Future
tries—eonl, copper, steel, automobiles,

articles will deal with specific indus.
textiles, rallroads and banking—from

the standpoint of the economic backgrou nd of the class strogele.—Fi.

Iy EE. J. KField

thy" Industries with thoss which have
reached o omore or less advanced stage
of “economle old age” gives n pepecal
filen of the extent to which capitalist
degeneration has already set in.

Thisa analytical examination of @ the
preent state of capltallsm in Amerlea
by Indusiries nod groups therefore brings
oneg to the same cpnelusion as & synthe-
tie examination of the ecomombe stroe-
ture as a whole along the brosd lines of
the condlict between wages and profita,
that s the eronomie contradictions of
capltallsm  In Americn  hoave already
reached n highly acute state compared
with past perlods of develapment. Tha
possibility 1s strongly suggested that the
further growth of American capitalism
from itz own dynamic resources Is not
far from ltz end, and tha: lta perapee-
tives nre confined to “stabilizution®™, that
Is, the effort to maintain o declining
proft mergin agalnst shrinking markets.

"olitically, this cap mesn only ous
thing: a contlpuous assault on wages
and Uvipg standards, offerivg a  back-
ground for Inereasing radlcalization of
the working masses, while the Increasing
geteness of the problems of capltallsm
paves the way for a brenkdown of pro-
duetlve relations bhased on proflt, and
ultimately of the whole profit system
of production.

Ways Out?

The only posaible aHernatives are al-
ther ridienlously ineflicient or are themn-
selves symptoma of the growing disin-
tegration of capitalism,

1. Growth of popolation dees not of
itself create new “markets” which must
be defined ns outlets for the sale of
goods at a profit.  Inereased: population

In & decaylng capltalist system means

culy more mowlhs fo foed not more
Jobs or more markeis. To say that ‘uo-
creased population means, by ltself, the
poaslbility of sales at o proft, lmplies
that the contrudictions of capitalisim have
alréady been overcopme, as exprasaed o
ubitlty to carn profts, nnd therefors the
Inerease In populdtion ecannpt be the
means of golving the problems of ecapltal.
Bm=—thls would be reasoning in a elrcle.

E The hopes of m basle revival of
Ameriean eapitalisim fonnded on the de-
velopment of its export trode are qulckly
dazhed by an analysis of what Amerlean
exporis reslly consis; of. They are of
two Eypesa. 1. Row materinls and food-
zinffe, =uch ns whent, cotton, copper, aid
petroleum. These are in reality o sur-
vival of the prewar days when America's
e I world economy vwas as o Biip-
pller of row materinls to the more high-
Iy Industrialized nations of Europs. Am-
eriea is belng digplaced In theae flelds
by atill  pnewer conntries—Canada and
HBouth Afriea In copper, I'eraln, Venes
gnely and Rus=ia in oll, Argentina and
Canadn in wheat ; the Sudan and Central
Asie In cotton, 2, Wighly-finlshed mech-
anleal devices, lnxurles appealing to &
limited clase In forelgn countries; in this
class arfe sutomobiles, typewrlters, mov-
Ing picture fAlms, fountain pens, and
elmilar “Yankee notions™. Ouar exports
trade fs not bull, like that of Great
Britain on basle sconomle necessitlos—
ateel ralle, ships, and the ke, To de-
velop such a trade would imply & great
coloninl expansion, for which Amerlea
entered the race too late 58 & world
imperinlist power, after the beat ter-
ritories hod already been divided wap:
or it would mean the radieal displace-
ment in the world markets of Amor-

What VNext?

ben's competitors. The forcible aequal
tion of such colonles or of other co
peasading markets (Ching, Ingdla)
volves the porspective of Jdeep revoly
tlomary orises and the resperste altor-
pative of war. 3. Thers remoln  two
typieal  reformiat  illuslons—Increaslng
ths real woges of American labor at
the expensg of “nationnl savings® (in
reality profts), mnd the peacefol, vol-
untary coordination of indusiry and Iabor
to minlmize or eliminate  the *“pro
motive" fn favor of o planned rysto
of notlonal economy. We shall not §
gult the potlent comrades who have fol
lowsesd wa fthia far Ly an claboeata az-
posure of the fulility of such expecta-
tions,

Polltical Perspectives

We come back, therefore, fo the pro-
babllity of n pralonged period of wage-
culting as (e la«st expedient to moalne
thin a dwindling profit margine  Thi
el rasnlt in nenle wige stroggles ; ane
ar the workers gome o reallze the
hopeelea=ness of the situntion. thess wage
sfringgles will be transforme] Into poll
tleal strugglea. The great drowback tc
the development of politienl clasa con-
aclousness in Awmerica hitherto bas been
the possibiiMy for the worker to solve
his probiems individually, by escaping
Inte the growing and prosperous bonr-
geolsle, instend of on o basls of class
sdlidarity,

A proof of the cloae connection botywess
“sronomle ol age™ and Increasing acute
ness of avage struggles which graduoally
asuma g political tinge, {a fonnd in tha
history of the labor wmovement in two of
the oldest ond least profitable American
Industries, coal ond textilos,

If the above analyzls 1s correct, thes
opportunities will diminizsh rapldiy, anc
the working class will be Impelled int

increasingly  revolutionary  activitie
with n mlolmum of wasted time ap
strugegle Im fthe “soclallst™ reformis
Iberal, or ather bling alleys. The crl

thot began in 1920 moy go down In }
tory s the last of the crlses om
century-old wpswing of Amerlean e
taliarm, ang as the door leading to a m
ora of strogple for the Amerlean r
letariat.



