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The Revolver at the Head of France

The Hoover Reparations-Debts Scheme

The multi-millionnire representative of
the Americon government, Mellon, bas
arrived In Parls and s holding the re-
volver to the head of the French bowr-
goolaie: Hwallow the Hoowver plan for
a war debt-reparations holidoy or—pre-
pare (o engage inocombatb with us, your
supariors in every fHold! As those nooes
ara being wrilpen, oo finnl acecord hos yet
been renched between Fraonee pud ihe
Unlteg states.  Deiven byl pressnee
of the trans-Atlanrle  calossus tha
Frenchmen hove already ylelded to the
polnt of discussing only whether the sas-
pended repariations paymesnts are 40 be
made up by Germany ke live Years or,
#8 Hoover proposes, in twenty-live years.
Whether the compromise is regched on
a ten or a twelve year period will not
radically coffect the eszence of the whole
scherme,

What is the nature of (his proposal
which Dms Bectt gevlnimed olhinost wni-
voreally by  fhe Dourgeoizie of mosat
countries, halled by the soclanl democrais
of Germany, Engloml aml Delginm, and
glven the accolade of approval by such
losser socialist anild Hbersl “statesmen™
&8 Morrls FElLguit and Oswald Garelson
Villard? In two words: Germoany s al-
lowed fo suspend  all  peparation pay-
menta for o vear; Lhe Eorepean debtors
are allowed to suspend all war debts to
the United Stafes for the smme period

What has necessitnted this proposal,
made =0 suddenly by Hoover, pressed
with such Impatlence aud Intolérnnes of
dizcnasion op revision?

Germany Iz beivg wracked by ous of
its severest erises, acwibely gectntnnsed by
crighing  burdens of the fmperialist
troaty of Verzailles, Its fndividual 1ife,
which must be malntieined in order to
make possibde the payment of repacations
to the Alllez, 15 being stilled becnuse the
game  Allies cannet aflford to vield to
Germany n greater share of the world
market.  Taxa(fen rises to tremendous
helghts. The army of tha unemployed
incrense without abatement. The wage
lovel reduced to 4 miserably tennons ex-
lstence, The fpaneial condition of the
country s just short of catastrophie. Tis
gold reserves diminish at an alarming
rate, The last Lelchsbank peport show-
il o decline af TH, KD KE) pold marks,
or ore=fifth of the reserve, Ever-inerens-
Ing eums of money are belng exchanged
for foreign curreucy. A marked flight
of capltal to oiher comseies is obsery-
able. Fo ominons hos the situntion lwe-
come [hat the elchslsnk—Iin (he face
of the crisks In which discount  rates
liave dropped universally—was compelled
to announce, effective from June 13, a
seneatlonal  vise fn, the discount rate
rom 2 percent to. T percent—with Ame
rlen’s rate gt 13 pereent, Fronee's sl

Englund's at 25 and Switzerland's at
F

The Crisls in the Young Plan

The world decline in commmodity prices
bag had a unbpue effect on  Germang.
German industry muost now produce 40
percent more in order 10 pay the clinpges
under the Young plan, fixed in marks.
Chancellor Bruening reports that insteand
of alleviating the Imwes Lurden by an
annual THLWLKY  marks, the Young
plan—under the conditions of the erisis
and of price falls—bhas ennsed an saddl-
clonal payment of 200,000,006 marks an-
nupally,

The way oul?

g Union with Austria por-
pa’ ardly !

Even wete the French
bueansers to conntensnes ft its effoe-
tivencss s mEnkunfl=mnsik" —mysie of
the futwre, The open road (o the Dang-
Won graiu-produeing  connfeles iy travel-
led only ono way, by ihelr exporta of
TRin fo Germany, bt net hy tholer ime
,orts of industrinl goods. Hizler tax.
87 The measures alecaily taken hava
only multiplied the general misery and
advanced the gquestion of social revoluys
Hon to the top of the sovial pgends. The
viclons system of Versallles is wrenking
havoe throughout Europe, The only way
but for the masses is the proletarfan
vigtory.,

But the tenaclous bowrgeaisie have obne
final resowrce: the asalatames of the
powerful, fabulowsly  wealthy mnster
meross the ses who seved them onee be
“ore.  Buspend the reparations paymenis
are we perish ander their pressare! o
not blead to the deail Germanin, the bl
wark ngainat Dolshevism! With theas
erles on thelr lps, Broening aml Cor-
tiug pled their cnse before MacDhonald at
Chequers. Flis Majesty’s Most  Loyal
Sociallat Footmen, no lesz the fos of
revolution fhan the Genmans, were only
o willlng to mcevils to e latter's de-
mands—If only the United Srates would
let-mp on the war delta. That Iz why
the London Observer woarned the graspe
ing Americans to this offect: Do not he
ahortsighted. Consider your own inter-
s, The bankruptcy of Gwrmany, &
reve utlonary wave flaoding Contral Eor-
ope, mean the ewd to the nnoael inter-
ast pavements on yonr lnse German in-
vaalments !

It 18 this warning that Hoover has
needed in the new plan. In 1924, the
T. 8 saved Germany from the effects
wf & revolutionary erisis which the rev-
viationists had fombled. Im 1931, it
breis Lo prop up decadent German capi-

from the Impending rovelutlon-
sults. The Hoover plan la de-
* be as direct a blow to the

the back delivered by Hoover's agent,
Captain Gregory, to the Hupgarlan rev-
olution in 1518 Boat Amerlcan Imper-
jalism 18 not merely Interésted in the
maintenance of the German bourgeolsie
for their own sake; its Interests are less
. e . Upeneroas”,

Why is Hoover so ready to forego “for
g yvear” the milllons due the U, 8. in war
debts, providing reparatlons paymeits
nre suspEended ? Because there I8 morse
than that lnvolved f CGermony §a forced
to go into bankruptey and perhoaps yield
to the victory of a proletarian revolu
tlim. The United States according to
the Depattment of Commerce, has more
money  invested In Germany (eml of
1930 4han In Great Britaln, France and
Belginm put together. Some sources put
the fAgure of the total American Invest-
nents in Germany [(government loans,
mnnleipal loans, Indoetrlal enterprises,
secburities, ete.) at about 4 billlon dol-
lara! With a return on these Invest-
ments of from T te & percent, “our” in-
vestors stand to leose the ucrstive an
nual ingome of almost a third of a bil-
Hon dollars. Amertean bankers have
more Involved in their leans and invest
ments in the municipality of Berlin and
the Berlin City Eleetrie than in the ori-
glanl Dhewes loan  (S200,000,0007 or the
Young loan (31000030 &M ). Why not
forego—Lor the moment—the war debt
payments in fare of the Lbankruptey or
revolutionary threat to the bankers' in-
teresta?

Thers s yot  another
pressnre {rom the ruthléss Ameéricans,
Eugland bas lest  copsidsrably In ine
Huenee, power and prestige on the Con-
timent. The U. 3. bas goived, but so
haz Franee, the best armed power in
Enrope, the most lavish spender of money
for armaments. Afler England—omes
Framee, ‘Through lta delegate MeEelvie
The United states has already spiked Lha
French plan at the Looden Graln Con-
ference to organize n Dapublan grain-
producers’ entente under its hegemony,
McEelvie simply made the hardly velled
threat to dump the tremendous Xmerican
surplus. Now the United States Is lay-
ing the ground for cutting Into France's
military strength by fnancisl blackmail,
Of the important countries Involved, only
France stands o lose substantially by
the II::n-m'-ur_].:-lnn. Unllke England, even
after it payas the T, 5. war debt, France
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«Permanent Revolution»

Barred in Canada

“The Mermanent evolution™, the book
by Leon Trotsky just published by the
Plomser Publlahers  has  been  bareed
fromn eniry inte Cansda by the govern-
it customs division, The anthori{ijes
apparéntly  regard  comrade  Trotsky's
work, for which there j& p considerable
demaml in Canadian revolutionary eir-
cles, as “too seditlons™ for consumption
by Canadinn workers. The barring of
the book was noneunced In o letter sent
by the anthoritles to a Toronte worker.
We reprodipce the letter in full:

MATIONAL REVENTE CANADA
(Customs and Exelse Divislons)
"org of Teronto, June 17, 1931
Mr, cocvannscnanns

Toronto, (it
Lhenr Hir:

In connection with the above numberad
pareel we wish to advize yon that the
Commisaioner of Customs has refosed
entry of the contents, a ook antirleld,
“The 'ermanent Hevolution™

It may however, be returned to Fhe
sidider by payment of postage o Lhe
amonnt of six cents, by youw.

Failure to do this within ten days
from the date thereof p selzure will be
mnde in aceordagnce with the regnlatlons
of fhie Cuostoms Toacilf.

Yours wery truly.
(Blgnsd)y 8. Taxlor
Supl. Customs Postal Branch.

He: Parcel No,....

In the partleular ease undor review,
the authorlties do ot serm to have
heard of the officlal Stalinist theory that
Trotsky’s work 18 ‘Wounter-revolution-
ary™ amd that he Is an agent . . . of
Tiriti=le impertaliam. Or if they haove

hewrd of the theory, it appears that they
din mol neree with it
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Miners Strike Against W age Cuts and

Starvation Conditions

Daring the last two weeks the strik-
ing miners in Western DPennsylvanis,
Northern West Virginia, and the Eastern
mert of hio hove g_u:lrll-l,l thou=ands of
new recrults. Mowve mines were shut
down, picketing activities and mass de-
monatrailons  Inereased. With  jp  in-
crease also the murderous boutality of
the coal and iron police, and the state
Coxsacks, in comblpatlon with the dak-
tardly atrike-breaking «fforts of the of-
fielnl remnants of the United Mine Work-
ers of Amerlon. This iz thelr desperate
way of attempting te prevent further ¢x-
pansion of the strike,

The Heavy Sirike Toll

Heveral miners have already been kill-
e, fallen victims to fhis bewtallty many
bave been wounded, and scores are lield
I the jolls under almest prohibbtive hall,
Buch iz the henvy toll of this strike.
Yel it powerful proporiions testify eol-
quently noi only to the terplble sforeva-
tion conditions existing in these mine
fields but also to whet bas become pro-

verblal—the militancy of rthe miners
“wirike agninst starvation” has - ecome
a powerful slogan, efoctively  eallwng

An Appeal for Communist Unity in Spain

A Letter to the Political
of the Communist Party
Soviet Union (Bolsheviks)*

. ue rwunTHeR FATE of the Spanish revolution
depends entirely and completely upon whether

an authoritative Communist party, capable of strug-
gle, will be constituted in Spamn in the coming months.
Under the system of artificial splits imposed upon the
movement from without, this is not realizable. In 1817,
the Bolshevik party consclidated around itself all the
Carefully guarding the
unity of its ranks and the discipline of action, the
party at the same time opened up the pus-sihllht]' of
a broad and all-sided consideration of the basic pro-
blems of the revolution (the March council. the
April conference, the pre-October period). :
proletarian vanguard of Spain elaborate its views an‘d
be imbued with that indemitable convietion in their
correctness which nlone will permit it to lead the
masses of the people towards the decisive storm,
through any other ways and methods? The mere fact
—1 adduce it as an example—that the official Com-
munist party is compelled in the present situation to
characterize Andres Nin as a counter-ievolutionist,
cannot but lead to a monstrous confusion, primarily

currents kindred and close it.

in the Communist ranks themselves.
confusion, the party cannot rise.

the Spanish revolution rendered inevitable by the
further dismemberment and weakness of the Commun-
ists, will lead almost automatically to the establish
ment in Spain of genuine Fascism on the style of Mus-

® Phe letter published above was sent by comrode Loon
Trotaky on April 24, 1931 to the Lolitical Iurenn of the
Communisy Party of the Soviet Unlon {Bolsheviks).
no reply was recelved to the letter amd the paliey of the
iz =il moving in
author considers it necessary to make his letter public.

Comintern in 3pain

Philadelphia Oppositionists Convicted of Sedition

Bernard Morgenstern and Leon Good-
i, two members of  the  Commanist
Leamue of Amerlea (Oppositlon), wore
found guilty of sedition under the notar-
fous Flynn Act in a trial belore Juilze
Feml on June 24, Sewbenes has not yet
bean  rendered in the ease.  Bteps  are
belng takefl for 4 mew trial.

The cage wid trled befors Juidge Read,
a reactlonaev-winded Juelst of Cambria
County. sitting speclally In  the Phila-
delphia court. The stute simply offered
in evidence the lenflet fssuned by the
Communist Lenpsne o0 amenploy nent,
which was in the form of appeal for
a united front with the Communist parfy.
The section which was the basis for the
aeditlon charge remd: “Azitation slogous
anid inmediate demands can presonk no

EHHE I 0 RIEIN N E U £

A PICNIC
To Celebrate the Appearance of the Weekly Militant

The MNew York beaneh of the Communlat Leagne jnvilea all militants
to join with it at the Plenle to celebrate the appearance of the Weekly
The affalr will tmake pliace on

Hike
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the conl wminers,

It iz worthy of note thet B i3 pare-
tienlarly jn this sectlon of the Biumin-
ous codl Aelds thot the mechanizatlon of
coal mindng hns reached its highest polntg
nnd most extensive practise, It natacal-
Iy vesulted in  immensely  inereaged
speed-ap and in the most heavy Imogin-
able pressure of exploitation. It iz also
precisely in this section thot union or-
gnnizeticn [111rit1,,-.:; recent” years has beon
fouzhit most determinedly by the coal
operators. If 18 natural that with a
combination of these factors the working
cligs power of resistamce should demon-
strate itzelf In such o splendid manner.

The Natlonal Mingrs Union Iz In the
lendership in this setrike. It §s furnish-
ing a fighting program. The sympathy of
the &triking miners in s everwhelming
mn jorlly embroces the MNationsl Miners
Union. It bas goed prospects for growth.
These factors are alwo the practical evi-
dence of the wvaluable lessons learned
by the conl miners from the role played
by the type of wolon officialdom of John
I. Lewls and his henchmen of the 1.
Al W, While the striking miners mow

—
—_—

demonstrate in reality that this is notl
thelr kind of wanlen, they just as econ-
erefely demonstrate their understanding
of tlu‘-.m-ed of arganization—of militant
orgnnization. It iz Interesting fo noie
that [n this steike the Pittsbuegh Ter-
minal Company was the firat company
to sign an agresment with the 12, 3, W,
officials. Nor that any of its  striking
work-ia were members, pot that it had
the slightest love for the T AL W.: ns
a matter of fact, thiz company threc
yeara ago, was the most anserupulous
confender in the onslanghts vpon the Un-
ited Mine Workerd, It signed this REree.
ment in an attempt to drive the miners
hack to the shafts, to utilize (he state
police and the T, M. W. gunmen, to
accomplish this, and thus drive a wedge
into the s¥ld moks of the strikers. If
further lessons should be necessary we
may add that the miners have now had
one more sorions experienee in the role
plaged by the forcas of the stabe govern-
ment on the shle of the bosses,  [ike-
wizge they are learning a good lesson
nbout the role of the soecalled “progros-
sives” In the capifolist partieas like Gov,

Bureau]solini,

of the

should assure all
Can the

Upon ideological
The defeat of

present letter.

DBecanse

the =ame rut, the

April 24, 1931

aalution in themselves an shonld nol ba
o pssipgned. They are, by the very na-
ture of the class strugzle  strictly lm-
itef §in thelr charncter. That is; they
in offer menns of temporary amellova-
tiom,  And they must be a help to unite
thpe workers on the basis of their com-
mon interests and to set them into mg-
tion agninst their class enemy.  They
cantop selve the problem. Only the pro-
letarian  revolutlon can do that”  The
distellbmtion of the lenllet was, of codrsd,
aclmitfed,

In srgiing with the Judge, Defenre
Attorney David Waller=teln, of the Civil
Lilerties U'nion, wis told that Reed hod
pever geen @ leafler of thiz kind hefore,
amad that this wuas his first experlence
witly the Seditfon Act; that opon tho
atescblone of fact as 10 whether there wis
an intent in the leaillet to overthrow the
soveriment by force and violence; aid
that he persondlly thouzhe there was.

Attorney Wallerstein explained to him
that the elreular was almost n exactly
the language of that in Fiske va. Kansas
in whivh casge the Bapreme Court of the
United Stntes roversed a conviction un-
der the Kansas Sypdienlism Act, Teed
replied that he knew nothing abowt that
cuse or any of the other cosea on sedi-
tion, Neverthelss, he presided over the
cape fmd refused the defénge request for
& charge to the jury to dismiss the case.
The nbil was agein Axel ot 31,004, the
s 08 before. In addition to the mo-
tion for a new trial to be mada by the
defien=e, fhere will also e 4 motion in
areest of judgment. The defense s pre-
pared to go to the Unlied States Suprema
Court on the cpse If necessary.

Th report of the trlal would ba In-
tomplete withowt a referéncet to A most
disgraeerul action on the part of the
Stalinist commandera of the Infernation-

It is ncedless to speak of what consequences
this would have for the whole of Europe and for the
U. 5. 5. R. On the other hand, a successful develop-
ment of the Spamsh revolution, under the conditions
of the far from terminated world crisis, would open
up tremendous ]}ussihilitie}a.

The profound differences on a series of questions
pertaining to the U, 3. 5. R. and the world labor
movement, should not stand in the way of making an
honest attempt at a united front in the arena of the
Spanish revolution. It is not yet too late!
tey of artificial splits must be stopped immediately in
Spain, advising—not ordering, but just thut, advising
—the Spanish Communist organizations to convene in
the briefest possible period a unity conference which

ciplipe of action, at least that degree of freedom of
eriticism which in 1917 was enjoyed by the various
currents of Russian Bolshevism, which was in pos-
session of incomparably higher experience and temper.
There ean be no doubt that if the official Spanish party
understands the disproportion between its weakness
and the tremendous tasks, and makes a serious at-
tempt at the umfication of the Communist ranks, it
will meet the fullest support on the part of those rev-
olutionary Communists who at present have their own
separate orgamzations for reasons vou are awnre of
and mne-tenths of which lic outside of the conditions
of the Spanish revolution.

In order not to ecreate even external difficultics, I
made this proposal of mine not in the press but in the
The course of events in Spain—there
ean be no doubt of this—will every day confirm the
necessity of uniting the Communist ranks.
sponsibility for a split, in the given instance will be
a tremendous historieal responsibility.

The pol-

shadings, under the neccasary dis-

The re-

L. TROTSKY

al Labor Defense, the party, and the
Dally Worker. Prom the very Dncopiion
of the cise, the 1. 1. In olficialdom bas
deliberately and eriminally sabotaged
the case. The peed for o campaign in
behall of these victhma of the Flyon Aet
wasd ented amd rejected. The L L. I
would not even furnish the defendants
with n laywer! The defense had to be
conducted by the Civil Liberties Union
attorney, The entire party press hns aot
written one single word about the case.
The l]ﬂ-",'_i" Workeér and Freiheit hove not
even mentioned the conviletion, Thi
whole Htalinist ecnapiraey of silence and
treachery s based =olely wpon the fuct
Lt besbdes the “crime” of sedition, the
defendantz have commiited the “prearer
crimes” of being Left Oppositionists.
The 1. I. I) hos defendsd ananchists
soclalists, syvndlealists, A. F. of L. men
and others in the past. For Left Op-
positioniata, however, the I L. Tk offielals
find no befter manner of acting than to
ghve aid and ecomfort to (e capitalist
prosecution! Protests that have come
from various [. L. 1), and members have
ngt vobt changed the officlal abtibode.
These protests must multiply and plle
up to such ap extent thac the I. L. I
and paygty bureanciats are oompeelled
to stop disgricing and discrediting the
revolitfonary movemeant by thelr sabot-
g,

The Philadelphia defense committes
for Morgenstern and Goodman needs the
assiatance of overy milltant worker in
the country, Financial afd, agitation.
the development of o united  movement
against dhe Flyon Act amdl for s vie-
tims—these are argent needs. Lot those
who stand in the way of such work, who
nnderminge the (defense of workera canght
In the net of capitalfst Justice, be branded

by thelr proper name!

Piuchot who helped negotinte this agree-
“ment to break the strikers’ ranks,

In face of these conditions the miners’
steike In Western Pennsylvania, Iﬁl'-:rrtih-
ern West Vieginin, and the Easterfni part
of Ohio, assumeés greatér loportance
even than the nombers lovolved would
bnply, lmposing thoogh they are. It
ghows definite working class mdvance ; it
praves the great reserve power of re-
slatanece. of the Amerlean workers, Un-
ipustionably it s ounly a beglnning  of
working class  reslstance agalnst the
witge-cutting onslanght on a far more
extended seale. In this ammse It 18 a
harbinger of the fufure prospects for
grovwth of militancy, for ballding of un-
lomism in the basic indostries,

in this sirike situntion the Communist
leaderzhip faces two lmportant problems,
The otk {3 couscid by the brotal attacks
of the combdned capitalist forces upon
the minera. It necessitates an energetie
fight on o correct basia for the fall es-
tablizhment of the democratie rights of
the workers; the right to strike, picket
o nszemble, to seleet their own repre-
sntatives, the eliminntion of Injunctions,
af the - state cossacks, efe. The second
problem wihch s of stlll more Impor
tance iz the one of contlnuous and ten-
acious building of organlzation, nol mere-
Iy the organization fer the strike bat
union organkzation, It means the bulld-
ing of the Nationul Miners Union not so
s to disappear when the dramatic as-
pect of the sirlke i3 over but to build
on a lasting basis, Organize l—{0rgin-
i#e Lo be able to extend the struggle and
actunlly secure victory to the miners,
Organize fo hold the key to the future.

Relief Urgent

For the working class in generul this
Blrike alsp brings to the fore a problem
of  vitnl importance. Relief must be
fortheeming to feed and clothe the Aght-
ing miners. It should be sent (o the
Miners Helief Commitiee 811 Penn Ave.,
Pittsborgh, M. Defense must be farn-
Exhved],  Amsiat fhe 1. L. D. to defend all
those strikers thrown into Juils This s
a battle of the worklng eloss 85 a whole,

Ferment among the miners (8 also
growlng elsewhere. The Kentucky atfik-
i@fs are standlng =olid. In the Iilinols
fields some progress can be recorded 1o-
ward breaking with the remnants of the
treasanable 10 M. W, DBut there are
atill the inherent weaknesses of the
Mutseite “progreasive”  leadrship which
Iy an extent has come Inte ihe direction
of affalrs in Ilinolz, At & conference
held in Staunton the early part of the
montly in June, WH delegintes, represents
b 1o lown] undons, took part, snd de-
viled to call a conventlon op July 6Bth
|u_"I|1.‘l'1nll[-‘ the offices of the diztrlet
umion vacanl, proceed wiih the electlon
ol wew officers, to change the constito-
tion and to devise ways and means for
g patlonal policy.” The grentest weok-
wess §2 in the pussy-footing about the
building of & wew unlon and In the
danger that the John I, Lewis forces
iy still malniain thelr fosthold, To
milltant workers these weaknesss are no
surprlze when one umlerstands the [nhee-
ontly reformist po<ition of the Mustelte
type of “progressive”. However there
van be no real puarantes of awccess until
thesp weaknesaes are eliminated.

Toduy the relationship of the wvarlods
coal fields presents itself somewhat =58
follows: In the anthraclte reglon where
production and with it employment has
remained more “normal”,  the United
Mine Workers is still the union in con-
trol. There the task of the Communists
and the militant miners [s certainly the
ong of bulldlng & Left wing within the
unicn, In the soft coal flelds the United
Mine Waorkers ps a unlon, with {ta re
actionary leadership, Is utterly discredit-
il aml practieally out of existence,
Therg the enly alternative iz the bulld-
ing of 0 new union. With the present
sweep of possibilities of the National
Aliners  Unfon a8 represented by the
strike; with the developments toward a
new union in other territories, one mlght
gk apain whar would become of the mis-
eralle Lovestone IRight wing polley of
asbandoning the new union movement and
returning to the U. M. W, That would
apell defeat for the miners’ struggles.
Oue may alse ask what would it moan
be continue this boyveott practised by tha
officlal party leadership toward the new
union movements not under thelr mech-
anleal control. A econtinuation of such &
policy world similarly be dizastrous to
the future prospects of the miners'
msvement,

There ahonld be no question of a doubt
that the only correct policy growlng out
of this strike must be one of further
jutensive organization, of bullding the
new unlon movement, of amalgamating
the various separate and sectlonal un-
ionz with the Natlonal Miners Union as
& prelude to the bullding of one militant
union firmly lodged on a class basis em-
bracing all the conl miners. With such
a policy the futore can be faced with
the confidence that within the perspec-
tive for coming sharpened struggles lay
the possibility of victory for tha w



