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Au Appeal to Our Readers

With this issue there is only one month
left until the Militant appears as a regular
weekly organ of the Communist Left Op-
position. Will our readers support us in
making this step a reality and help to
maintain the Weekly? This is an impor-
tant question addressed directly to you.

We feel that the Militant has already
during its brief span of existence estab-
lished itself as a revolntionary instrument
of inealeulable value. To obtain further
proof of this our readers need only look
through this present issue and notice as an
example the information and analysiz we
are able to present about the revolutionary
developments in Spain. These are events
of world shaking importance. Neverthe-
less, in the United States, the Militant i=
the only revolutionary organ which clearly
and precisely explaing these events to the
working class.

This, however, is not an isolated in-
gtance. Our readers will recall, during the
period of the existence of the Militani, the
fact that on its pages could be found a rev-
slutionary interpretation of events of the
class strnggle and a correct Marxian anal-
ysis and guide for the working eclass. This
iz no small accomplishment. Yet our ef-
forts have been limited because of the semi-
monthly appearance. How much more ef-
fective a Weekly appearance will become,
may be =een by all. It will be possible
to give the Weekly Militant a more popular
character without Its suffering the slightest
by way of decrease of its present theoretical
value. It ecan become an all the more ef-
fective medinm for dizeussion of the pro-
blems of the revolntionary workers.

In this sense, we alm 1o Thave the
Weekly Milltant devote more attention to
the every-day events of the class atrugele.
Not merely to report them., not at all to
exaggerate them and thus ereate false il-
lueions, but to state plainly the facts, to
endeavor to make correct analyses and to
serve as a guide for the further course
of the struggle.

We recognize that the present ecrisis
and unemployment may prevent many work-
ers from helping to the extent ther would
deslre. Nevertheless, there are ways in
which all ecan help. No matter hew hard
the depression hits our ranks we can, most
all of ns, afford a small donation to help
bring the Weekly Militant into existence
and help to spread the views of the Left
Communist Opposition. Our readers e¢an
help also im enlarging the cireculation of
the Militant, That itself is an important
pre-reqnizite  for its weekly appearance.
Thosze of our readers whose subseription has
axpired or i= gbout to expire can lend a
helping hand by renewing Inmmediately. And
would it be too much in addition to this
also to ask each one of our readers (o en-
deavor to =zecnre one new subseriber? We
shonld remember that with a substantially
enlarged cirenlation. the future regular ap-
pearance of the Militant as & Weekly will
be guaranteed.

But when you endeavor to secure new
subseribers von can also make good use of
the splendid propagandn literature we have
on hand. In addition to the various pam-
phlets written by comrade Trotsky, which
we have announced in the Militant from
time to time, we now also have on hand
the “Real Situation in Russia™, and the
"Permawent Revolutfon”. A sale of one
of these pamphlets or books helps to spread
the revolutionary wunderstanding, helps to
spread the views of the Left Opposition,
and also helps to build up the fund which
will sustain the Weekly Milltant.

These are some of the ways in which
our readers can help make the Weekly
Milltant a reality. If you are in agreement
with this step, if you feel as we do that the
Weekly Militant will mark one of the im-
portant milestones toward the revolution,
then we appeal to you to lend us your sup-
port. Can we expect to hear from you by
return mafl?

—THE MILITANT.

RALLY to the DEFENSE of the
SCOTTSBORO BOYSI

A United Working Class Front Will Prevent a Legalized Lynching

The Scottshoro case affords the party
an opportunity, which it has seized, to draw
nearer to the masses of Negro workers., It
involves nine Negro working class boys.
The charge i the usual one—rape. The de-
fendants are transparently innocent., The
trial was a farce. Elementary democratie
rights were violated. Although the defen-
dants were all minors, defense counsel did
not consult their parents for permission
to conduct the defense. Their parents were
not even notified of thelr arrest and trial.
Only one week's notice before trial was al-
lowed by the trial judge. Trial date was
zet for “fair day'., Motions for change of
venne were peremptorily denied. The trial
wns held in & lynching atmosphere. A brass
band greeted the verdiets of “guilty”. The
testimony of the two “raped ladies” was
unreliable in  the extreme. Only fifteen
ilavz elapzed between arrvest and convietion,
The defense counsel did not investizate the
case, producred no defense witnesses other
than the defendants to wupset this unreli-
able testimony and refnsed to ask the jury
for acqgnittal.

All this makes it possible to appeal to
broad masses of Negroes on the basis of

their racial persecution, to smash this capi-
talist frame-np. This the party has done
by riving leadership in the growing protest
and defense movement to the League of
Strugegle for Negro Rights, and by appealing
to all ¢lasges of the Negro population, and
the entire Negro press to join in the fight.

In the movement thus set afoot it is
necessary to couduct elementary class edu-
eation, linking the issues in the case with
larger working class isspes, “patiently ex-
Maining” dhat this case 13 a fraction of the
persecution lannched by the capitalist class
against the Negro masses, which is itself
part of the general offensive of the capitalist
class agninst the entire working class. Only
in this way can the Commnnist party gain
influenee over and prestige among  the
MNegro masszes and lead them in struggle
for democratic rights (social. political and
scomwomic equality), and against lynching.

And only on this basiz ean the party
draw into fthe movement ¢he larger masses
of white workers, Iy thiz corrveet factic
the party can make a large step forward
in uniting white and Negro  workers in
common  struggle  agninst  the  capitalist
clazs, Tt iz, therefore, of the utmost im-

portance that on thiz presentation of the
caze to the working elaszs a united front
movement be organized. And it is precisely
in this respect that the party has serionsly
blundered. Instead of using the racial isaue
a8 an approach and appeal subordinate to
the larger working class issue involved it
is emphasizing the secondary issue above
the major issue.

The growing restlesnegs and discontent
of the Negro masses creates g fertile flield
for the spectacular izsue—quick resnlts—
method of the party leadership. Emphasiz-
ing only the racial issue in the Scottsboro
ca=e mikes the issue more sensational and
lonks toward quitker if less wvalnable re-
sults than the slower methed of ¢lass
education through emphasis on the gensral
lass izsue,

This incorrect emphasis has had the
effect of weakening the party's united front.
While it is rallving Negro churches, lodges,
nud the Negro pre=s. it has failed to make
any appeill for a nnited front to workers'

organization=2, A, F. of L. unions, efe.
Nor has an appeal  heen inade to
the  labor  press  gencrally. The impor-

cUontinue on page o)

Ten Commandments of the Spanish Communist

1. The monarchy has lost power, but it
hopes to win it back. The possessing
classes are still firm in the saddle. The
bloe of the republicans and the socialists
has based itself upon the republican up-
heavel in order to hold back the masses
from the road of the socialist revolution.
Ne faith in words. Give us deede!l In the
first place: arrest the most prominent lead-
ers and supporters of the old régime, con-
fiscate the property of the dynasty and its
most compromized lackevys! Arm the work-
ers!

2., The government, supporting itself
on the pepublicans and socialists, will
make every eoffort to extend its base to-
wards the Right, in the direction of the
big bourgeoisie and will seek to capitulate
in order to neutralize the church. The gov-
ernment §8 an exploiters’ government
created to protect itself from the exploited.
The pyoletariat is in {rreconecilable opposi-
tiom to the govermment of the “socialist’
republican agents of the bourgeoisie.

3. The participation In power of the
eocialists means that violemt elagshes be-
tween the workers and the socialist leaders
will inerease. This opens up great possi-
bilities for the revolutionary policy of the
nunited front. Every ztrike, every demonstra-
tion, every approach of the workers to the
soldiers, every step of the masses towards
the real democratization of the country will
henceforth collide with the re=ziztance of the
gocinlist leaders acting as men of “order”
It is therefore all the more important for
the Cemmunist workers to participate in a
united front with the socinlist, the syndieal
its and the non-party workers, and to draw
them under the leadership.

4. The Communist workers today con-
stitute a small minority in the country.
They ecannot aspire to power immediately.
At the present moment, they cannot set
themselves a2 a practical task the vio-
lent overthrow of the republican-socialist
government. Any attempt of this sort
would be a catastrophic adventure. The
masses of workers, soldiers and peasants
must pasa through the stage of socialist
republican illusions in order to rid them-
selves of these illuslons all the more ra-
dically and conclusively. Not to be trapped
by phrases, to loock the facts straight in
the face, stubbornly to prepare the second
revolution, the proletarian pevolution.

3. The task of the Communists in the
present period iz to win the majority of
the workers, the majority of the soldiers,
the majority of the peasants. How can this
be done? By carrying on agitation, by
training cadres, by “explaining patiently”

By LEON TROTSKY

{Lenin). by organizing. All this on rhe
basgis of the experience of the masses and
the active participation of the Communists
in this experience: a broad and andaclious
nhited front policy.

6, The Communists do not take any
step, with the republican-asocialist bloc or
with any part of it, which either directly
or indirectly could pestriet or weaken the
Communist freedom of criticiem and agi-
tation. Everywhere the Communists will
tirelessly explain to the masses of the peo-
ple that in the struggle against every form
of monarchist connter-revolution, they will
be in the front ranks, but that for such a
struggle no alliance iz needed with the rep-
ublicans and the socialists, whose policy
will imevitably be founded on concessions
to the reaction and will tend to cover up
itz intrigues.

1. The Communists issue the most ra-
dical demoeratie slogans: complete freedom
for the proletarian organizations, freedom
of loeal =self-adminiatration, eclection of all
officials by the people, admizzion to suffrage
of men and women from the pze of eigh-

teen, ete., formation of o workers' milita
aml later on of a peazants’ milita, Con-
figcation of all properties of the dynasry

and of the church for the benefir of rthe
people. above all of the unemploved. the
poor peasants, and for improving the con-
diticns of the soldiers. Complete separa-
tion of church nnd =state.

All eivil rights and political priveleges
to the soldiers. Election of cfficers in the
army. The soldier iz not an executioner of
the people, nor an armed mercenary of the
rich. nor a P'raetorian but a revolutionayy
citizen, bloodd brother to the worker and
the peasant.

8. The central slogan of rthe proletar-
fat Is that of the Workers' Soviet. This
glogan must be proclaimed, tirelessly and
consgtantly popularized, and at the firat op-
portunity we must proceed to pealize it
The workerz’ Soviet does not mean the
Immediate struggle for power. That is un-
doubtedly the perspective, but one which the
masses can attain only through their own
experience and with the help of the work
of enlightenment of the Communists. The
workers' Soviet today means the assembling
of the scattered forees of the proletariat,
the struggle for the unity of the working
class, for its independence. The workers'
Soviet takes up the questions of strike bene-
fita, of feeding the unemployed, of connec-
tions with the soldiers in order to prevent

bloody encounters with them. of connec-
tionas between the city and conntry in ordep
to assure the allinnee of the workers with
the poor peasantsz. The workers'” Soviet
Includes representatives of the army corps.
It is in this way and only in this way that
the Soviet will become the organ of the
proletarian insurrection and later on the
organ of power,

9. The Comunists must immediately
work out a revolutionary agrarian program.
Ite basis must be the confiscation of the
lands of the privileged and rich clagses,
of the exploiters beginning with the dynasty
and the ehurch, for the benefit of the poor
peasants and the soldiers. This program
musgt be concretely adapted to the different
parts of the country. In every provinee,
edch with ite own economic and historie
pecullarities, there muost Immediately be
created a commission for the conerete ela-
boration of the agrarian program, in close
cooperation with the revolutionary peasants
of the locality. We must know how to hear
the volce of the peasants in order to formu-
late it in a clear and acenrate manner.

10. The scealled Left socialists (among
whom there are many honest workers) will
invite the Commmunizts to make a bloe and
evenl to unite the organizations. To thie
the Communistzs answer: “We are ready
in the interests of the working class and
for the solution of definife conerete tasks
te work hand in hand with any group and
with any ppoletarian organization., Irecise-
ly towards this end do we propose to create
Soviers. Workers' representatives helong-
ing to different parties, will discuss within
these Soviets all the timely questions and
all the Iimmediate tasks. The workers
Soviet Is the most natural, the most open,
the most honest and the Lealthiest forme
of this alliance for common work. In the
workers' Soviet, we Communhists will pro-
posge our slogans and our solutions, and we
will endeavor to convinee the workers of
the correctness of our course. Each group
must enjoy full freedom of eriticism in the
workers' SBoviet. In the struggle for the
practical, tasks proposed by the Soviet, we
Communists will always be in the front
ranks."” This is the form of collaboration
which the Comunists propose to the soecial-
ist, the syndicalist and the non-party work-
8rs,

By insuring unity in their own ranks,
the Communists will win the confidence of
the proletariat and of the great majority of
the poor peasnts, they will take power
arms in hand, and they will open up the:
era of the soclalist revolution.

Kad'koy, April 5,1931



