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EDITORIAL NOTES

L L L L.

NOW FOR THE WEEKLY MILITANT!

The decigion of last Monday's meeting
of the XNational Committee to bring the
Militant out agnin as a weekly when the
Expansion Program Fund reaches the
thousand dollar mark, and setting July 1st
a8 the definite date of publication, repre-
sents another real advance. The New York
branch has already endorsed the decision,
and there is no doubt that it will be hailed
with enthusiasm by the entire organiza-
tion and the cirele of syvmpathetic workers
who surround it and support it. There is
likewise no doubt that the decision will be
realized in life on the day set, for the task
has been carefully weighed and the ground
has been prepared.

The firat four months of this year have
witneszed an improvement and strengthen-
ing of the Communist TLeague all along the
line. All this work has gone forward under
the =ign of politieal consolidation and a
planned program of expansion for the year.
One-third of the two rbonsand dollar fund
has already been contributed, and the ex-
erntion of the program, in sections, has
kept an even pace. Two numbers of the
Engligh editicn of the International Bul-
letin have appeared ; field organization work
has been started in the lllinois mine fields;
preparations for the National Conference
aAre nearing completion ; and the publishing
eompany has its first book on the press,
MNow we are ready for the next step—the
"ﬁ'{tE]-‘.I]:.: 3-“].’11[]1['__ Another pu=h along (e
whole front amd the fask wiil he
plizhed.

Our Militant is the fag of Communisin
in America. When its firgt iz=ue appeared,
they looked nt the mere handful rathered
arcuand it and said the first ig=ne would be
the last. But they miscalenlated, They did
not kuow the power of the idea hohind it.
They dild not know the resources, in en-
durance and saerifice, of stitf-necked con-
victlon. Hixty-elght numbers of oar paper
bear testimony to their error. The trinm-
phant re-emergence of the Militant as a
weekly will underscore it once again, The
concentration of our forces for this event
1z the order of the day.

VA

FIGHTING FOR FREE SPEECH.

Minneapolis, where the Communist
Leagne branch comprizes g majority of
the experienced Communist workers—and
therchy has the possibility of applying our
policy independently in the class struggle—
is the present scene of a very interesting
demonz=tration of revolntionary tacties. The
City Government there has been seized by
a fit of lled hysteria and for some time has
been prohibiting and breakinz up all kinds
of radieal meetings. The gatherings of
the official party fell nnder this ban and
zpveral meetings of the Communist Teagne
shared the same fate, since the chief of
police is an ignorant man and does not
Enow that the real puarpase of unpe and
Skogiund iz 1o support the war jpgainst
the Soviet Tnion. Doth wing: of the Come-
mniist movement were thu: redoced to a
virinal state of illeoality, at least in re-
ard to the right of public assemblage.
Their contrasting reactions o the situation
can afford 5 fraitfal subject of dizeus:=ion,
The saome state of affairs prevails in other
places: and, az the clags struggle grows more
Aacnte, there will be many more.

The tacties of the Stalinisi=—led by the
peerless Karl Reeye, who was sent to Minn-
eapnli=s by his factlonal opponents to fight
the Trotskvites and be destroyed by them—
are characteristie. Tmbued with the ideol-
opy of the Third Ieviod, which is only one
step removed from undergroundism in prin-
ciple, they have virtually accepted the sit-
uation as a proof that the capitalists are
against the workers and that the city of-
ficinls are tools of the capitalists, Thus
they prove that there 18 no free speech,
which they consider a peint in their fovor,
The chief of police, at the same time, thinks
it iz g point in his favor. 8o both are sat-
Isfied-—and there are no public meetings
of the Party.

The Left Oppositionists have a different
idea. They think free speech — and dem-
ocratic rights in general—have a real value
for the workers' movement and should not
he surrendered lightly, In view of the
fact that the capitalist government pro-
fesses to puarantee these rights, and that
masses of workers and other citizens who
are in no way connected with the Commun-
ists ardently believe in them, they declded
to test the is=ue in a fight for free speech.
To that unigque idea they added another:
That a wide movement should be =et into
motion on this issue. Their appeal to the
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Stalinists for joint acton to initiate the
fight failing, they are proceeding to the
organization of a broad Free Speech Con-
ference which will draw the trade unions
and other organizations into the fight. By
thiz means they aim to shift the position
¥rom a fight of the city administikition
against the Communists to a fight of the
Inbor movement, or a large =ection of it—
focluding the Communists—against the
fllegal wnaurpations of the police.

For our part, we are in complete agree-
ment with the course adopted by the Minn-
eapolis branch of the Communist League.
it has a double importance: For the re-
storation of civil rights in Minneapolis and
contact with a wider circle of workers in
the strnggle for it; and as an example—
and n badly needed one—to the whole Am-
erican movement of Communism. The Com-
miunists—n small minority—must fizht to
e heard. DDemoceratie rightz are of fthe uat-
most importanee to the workera in their
strugele for organization. We ought to in-
aeribe them on our banner and eall the
workers to o jeint sirogele with us to de-
fend them. The fight itscelf has an lmpor-
tanee hardly less than the objeect, so long
ag it i3 conducted without illusiona.

Stalinism has bronght devastation into
every phase ol reveolntionary ideas, meth-
ods and practices. Nat the least of this
has resulted from itz false apmwoach to (he
micsiion of free =peesh amd the diseredit
it has brought to the idea by its own hool-
igan practices. It iz hizh time to tarn the
helm.  The Minneanolis example is a good

brozmning.
WHAT ABOUT MORGENSTERMN
AND GOODMAN?

What are the officials of the party and
the I, T. I) going to do about the defensze
of Morgenstern and Goodman, the two mem-
bers of the Communist League who are
facing trial on charges of sedition in Phila-
delphian? Are they going to support them
in rhe spirit of elass =olidarity and arouse
the workers about the en=e, or are they go-
oing to continne  to =abotaze and betray
these millitants ont of factional spite, as=
thexy have been doing up till now? Wea in-
teng to mve an answer to these guestions,
and every honest clas: congeions worker
will want an answer too.

Our readers alreandy know abont the
cage. It is an part of a generval attack

arainst the radical labor movement in Penn-
svlvanin. The two colmrades were arrested
for distributing the unemployment leaflet
of the Communist League, aml the state-
ment in the leaflet that *the =zolution of
ihe unpemploviment problem con e found
oniy in the preleinrian revolution” was
held to be seditions by the Grand Jury
which bronsht in the indictment. A nome-
ber of Communists have alrveady been eon-
vieted wnnder this law. (Only p few weeks
axo  comreade Lawrence, = party  member,
wi= convieted aml sentencod. Imdictments
are pending azninst severml others.

The problem is a very =orious one. It
involves the legality of (he revolutionary
Inbior movement in Pennsvlvania and the
liberty of the most  active militants, A
renl move to arouse the workers and form
A mnited front of clazs defensze is needed.
The I. I. . has the doty of organizing this
fight. bt it iz not being done. On the con-
trary, the bureancrats are plaving a =ame
of the most treacherons sahotage.

At first they refused tn do anvthing
for JAMorgenstern and Goodman and the
latter were compelled to get their own law-
vers in the frst proceedings and to rajse

their own bail. Up to the present date the

Party press has suppressed all news of
their case. The I. I. D. publicity ignores
them. On top of that the united front con-

ference of the 1. L. ., with Engdahl pre-
gent. refused to seat the delegates of the
Coiamunist Leagne a few days after their
indictment. Retreating from this shameful
position umder a storm of protest from
workers in the ranks of the I. I. D., they
are now tryving to cover themselves up with
a promise of “legal defense” at the trial.

This is not enough! Morgenstern and
Goodman are revolutionists. and they do
not relv on lawyers to gel them “justice’
in the courts of the claszs enemy. We want
a mass movement of working class profest
to defend them! We want a public mass
meeting to inform the workers what is
going on and what it means! We want
a broad united front conference of work-
ers’ organizations to launch a militant
campaizn against the sedition law and for
the defense of all itz vietims! We want
publicity abont the case, not a conspiracy
of =ilence worthy only of agents of the
prozecution !

You are playving with fire. hureancrats!
The revolutionary workers have never vet
turned their bacrks on elass war prizoners
beennge of their political views, If von
continue to do it they will turn their hacks
on you. If ihe eclass defense of Morgen-
Atern and  Goodman eannot e oreanized
with vour help it will be organized with-
ont yon and against yon!

VAAY

THE RIGHT WING CAPITULATORS

The increasing number of eapimulators
from the Right wing is one of the most
interesting and signficant aspects of the
development of the inner-party  struggzle.
The anuouncements of these capitulations is
becoming somewhat of a regular feature of
the Baily Worker. Taken together with
the recent outright desertion of a whole
sromp to the Muasteites, they add a fresh
confirmation to the idea that the position
of a faction attemping to stand balfway be-
tween Cominnnizm apd social democracy is
not a stronz one. It cannot be maintained
that the eapitnlationg represent merely the
falterings of individuals, which occur in
every fight., There are too many of them.
Mor iz the fact that g number of the former
supporters of the Right wing, recently re-
admitied to the party, had previously beéen
inactive in the faction of any preat impor-
tanes, It means only that Jovestone has
been losing them by o gradual process;
that syvmpathizers as well as members are

falling away from the faction. This is
the actual trend revenled by the recent
events.

In this respect also the poszition of the
Rizht wing econtrasts =harply with that of
the Left. Our eapitulators were an insign-
ifieant handfal, amd were confined almost
excinzively to the first months of the strog.
gle.  And lately. even among  those who
turned back at first, signs of a new ape-
proach to the Oppozition is fo be observed.
The same contrast apnears in an opposite
direction. IFrom all indications the move-
ment of party members toward the Rizht
wing has ceas=edd, while the Left Opposition
continues, steadily if =lowly. to recruoit
members and gain sympathizers in the
pariy ranks. Such declarationz g8 thar re-
cently jzsued by Clem FPorsen, head of the
T, 1% U, I. in the Twin Cities, ocenr fre-
quently encuzh fo show (he way the wind
is hlowingz. But open declarationg of ad-
herence are not the real measore of our
strength and growth in the party., Many
more ara fighting for our zlogans. in whole
or in part. A atill wider circle has been
neutralized.

For these developments
principle explanation. The Lovestones nre
driven by the logic of their poszition to
furn more openly toward the Hoelalist
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party, through tht door of Muste and the
counterfeit “militants”, and thus to eclose
the avenue of approach to the Communist
workeras., The Commmanist Leaggue, on the
other hand, endeavors to bring a Commun-
iast eriterion to every question of the class
struggle. Its mission is to educate the
party. To the extent that it snceceda with
this task it draws closer to the Commun-
ist workers and becomes a gnide for them
in every field. The real issues involved in
the party crisis were burled at first under
a monntain of misreprezentation and eon-
fusion. Time and the test of events gare
making them elearer. This §s the explana-
tion of the frend of development noted

nhove,
VAAY

THE WHITE COLLAR UNEMPLOYED.

While the prolonged unemployment of
millions of workers and the drastic redue-
tion of standards for the entire class, are
rapidly maturing the conditions for an
enormons development of the proletarian
class movement, the procesa is being as-
<{atedd and sapplemented from  another
quarter. The evil dayve which have fallen
upon the professions, the =mall business
people and the “white-collar™ stratnm of
emplolyees will undonbtedly have a con-
siderable influence. even if it is primarily
a negative one, in navrowng the gap be-
tween the working ¢lngs movement of Am-
erica and itz industrial development,

Like every crisis, Imt on a far wider
scale, the present one hans the effect of
hurling vast sections of these intermediary

cl=nzzes down into the proletarviat., In the
furrher entresnchment of biz eapital, and
the mere economical organization which

en=nes. the great bulk of the vietims will
be permanently displaced. Even more im-
portant : The chanees for workers fo climb

into  these  preferred positions are corre
spondingly  restricted.

Tun the American Mercury for April
there is o graphic aceomnt of the ruih-
less swath which rationalization. spurred

on hy the erisis, has cut throngh the whiie-
collar division of industry, from clerks to
high-powerd salesmen and  junior oxeen-
iovgo, Many of them are dispensed with
permanently as part of the waste that seci-
entific mamgement has learned to avoid.
A whole army of people whose ineomes ran
inte five figures are on the industrial scrap-
heap. DBrooks Shepard, the anthor of the
artiele, speaks of “former top-zsergeants,
liemtenants, and captains of industry” who
have come to the end of their tether and
face the stark problem of existence which
bt resterday seomed pleasant and secure,

There are ne statizties on the eurtail-
ment of professional incomes, hui we know
in an zeneral way thal it has been severe.
Oeeasional news items and reports throw a
vevealing light on the sitnation. “T know
lawyers with first class training and ex-
pericnee who are starving ™ said Justice
Jacoh B, Strahl at 0 meeting of the Brook-
lyn Women's Bar Associntion in Brooklyn.
“One of them is reduced to peddling razor
blades . . . Another was arrested recently
for =elling tomaioes without a lieense™
o reporis the Times for Mur f

In the hey-day of imperialist prosper-
ity the eclass movement of the workers was
undermined. among other things, by the
opportunities for individual escape from
wige labor ereated by the exceptional cir-
sumstances  The workers® movement yas
syslematicnlly robbed of it natural leaders
ind almost the whole elass was poizoned
with the psrcholozy of individualizm. fatal
to eclass solidarity. The lesson to be read
in the present plight of the white-collar
elements is the closing of these avenues
of eseape from the proletariat, and the
increasing insecurity of those who have al-
ready attained such positions.

A prolongation of this state of affairs
will redound to the advantage of the labor
movement. The more futile the hope of
individual emanecipation  appears, the
stronger will grow the determination of
the ambitions workerz to rise with the
class. Individualism will be replaced by
the class psychology of the proletariat,
This development will be an important fac-
tor in liberating the unbounded energies
af the American workers for the revolu
tionary stroggle. J. P. C.
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WATCH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NUMBER

Thiz issue of The Militant is No. 69

It the number on your wrapper is less thu
66, you should send in your ropnewal, Al
expirations are cut off the mailing list un
less the renewal is received befure the nex
kszue goes to press.
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