N. Y. May Day Conference

Opposition Delegates Heard Despite the Stalinist Bureaucracy

The bureauwcratic calm which prevalls
at vnrrent meetings under the mechanical
control of the Stalinist faction was rudely
disturbed when a representative of the Left
Opposition succeeded in addressing 500
workers composed of party members and
sympathizers at the United Front May Day
Conference Mareh 30, in Manhattan Lyceum,
New York City. The applause that followed
his remarks spread consternation in the
ranks of the burcaucrats in charge of the
meeting. Despite their efforts to ignore the
delegation of the N. Y. branch of the Com-
munist League of America (Opposition}), its
presence pervaded the entire proceedings of
thoe conference.

The compositon of the conference was of
a narrow character including only delegates
from the party, its auxiliary organizations,
and the enfeebled new unions. The cre
dentials committee in its report did not of
course read the names of the organizations
present, for this would reveal too openly the
limitedness of the “united front”, but was
compelled to admit, however, the abaence
of representation from A. F. of L. locals.
This deficiency, It was sald, must be over-
come at the next conference to be held
April 20, although no one undertock to dis-
cnas how this was to be done.

The Opposition delegates consisted of
comrades IHerbert Capelis, Harry Miiton,
and George Bay.

The conference was opened with agl-
tational speeches by Amter and Johmnstone.
When these had exhausted themaselves, dis-
cussion was begun from the floor. The
unsuspecting chairman called upon George
Ray, the second one to submit his name,
to speak. Opening his remarks with an
analysis of the economle erisls and pre-
senting a perspective of a new wave of
strugele for the American workers which
demands the unity of the Commuunlat forces
as a prerequisite, comrade Ray said, while
& perfeet stillness relgned in the hall: “I
represent the Communist League of America
also known as the Left Opposition, Last
year when we came to this conference we
were Torcibly ejected at the door, This
year we are admitted. This is a great ad-
vance fTor the Communist party. But a
further advance must be made so that next
year the conference will see us once mgaln
inside the ranks of the party. We want
nothing better than the right to fight side
by slde with the members of the party in
the strugrles of the workers. In rallying
the workers for May Day we will do our
mrtp"

A wave of applause rolled through the
hall upon the conelusion of his remarks. It
was the instinetive response of the workers
who for the moment thought that a change
of policy by the party leadership had oc-
curred. It svas a demonsiration of how the
workers really regard the Left Opposition
despite the mountains of slander and false-
hood heaped upon it. It showed not a
feghting nor an ageressive mood, but a deep
passive sympathy which augurs ominounsly
for the future of the present aggregation of
bureancrats Imposed on the Party.

The machine immediately commenced a
torrent of abuse in order to counteract the
effects of comrade Ray's speech. Amter in
a very emphatic manner informed the dele-
gates that this representative would never
have heen permitted to speak had they
known that he came from this “renegade"
organization, He did not forget to denounce
Leon Trotsky “an enemy of the Soviet Un-
ion". Amis, very much upset by his un-
pardonable blunder, parrotted Amter and
duly chastised himself.

The next clash occurred durlng the col-
lection when the Opposition delegation sub-
mitted to the chairman five dollars in cash
and a pledge of ten dollars. Amis examined
the contribution suegpleiounsly but forearmed
by experience sald nothing, and passed it to
hiz lesa blundering colleagues on the plat-
form who similarly examined it with know-
ing looks and smileg. It was finally lald
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aside while epeculation ran strong among
the workers in the vieilnity of the delega-
tlon as to whether it would be accepted or
rejected. At the conclusion of the collee-
tlon—Amter and Co. meanwhlle having de-
clded upon a course of action—Amis was
geen holding in one hand the five dollar bill
and in the other the pledge. “I want to
take this matter to a vote” he proclaimed.
He then launched into a fit of violent abuse
and ended by rejecting the “filthy lucra'™,
while the faithful from below joined in a
chorus of shouts of approval.

When the money was returned there was
a visible slgn of revival of spirits in the
praesidium which had been somewhat down-
cast since comrade Ray's speech. Broad
pring mow peered down upon the delegation
from the platform. Amter who had been
trained thoroughly in the Stalin-'epper-
T.ovestone school of manenvering could feel
that he did not disgrace the tradition by
this little manenver. But the real vietor
was the Opposition for it had demonstrated
ity readiness and willingness to assist in
every way the May Day preparations, and
that sank deeper than all the cirens contor-
tions of the Amters and the Amisea.

The oredentials committee report did
not mention a word about the delegation
from the Communist League of Amerlca
(Opposition). A Stalinist supporter in the
conference who does mnot understand
that his faction s infinitely stronger
in silence and violence than in argu-
ment demanded to know why nothing
was sald, and proposed a motion to ex-
elucde the Trotskyites from the conference.
From the platform it was lamely stated
that this delepation was not recognized.
Discussion of course was not permitted, and
comrades of the Opposition attempting to
get the floor were shouted down and threat-
ened.

The hollow general diseussion then con-
tinued. It appeared that from this point
on the bureaucratieptranquillity would pro-
ceed undisturbed, when George Marks, a
member of the City Executive Committee
of the Unemployed Couneils, and a very
detive member of the Downtown Councll,
well known for his hard and persistent
work., took the floor. He spoke of the ac-
tivities of the Downtown Unemployed Coun-
¢il and its preparations for May Day. Ad-
dressing himself to the leading active mem-
bers of the Councils he asked whether they
who had worked side by =ine with him.

who had spoken from the sar . platforms
with him, who had helped orgauize together
with him, belleved that he too should be
excluded from the conference. “For", sald
comrade Marks, “I carry a badge of honor
and distinetion. I am a member of the
Left Opposition.” 'This announcement
stunned the bureauerats. ‘The Stalinists im-
mediately emitted some boos to drown the
effect that this announcement made. The
workers under the weight of the avalanche
of slander remained silent but the impres-
gion it made on them was unmistakable.
The Opposition scored again for it had de-
monstrated by deeds its readiness to waork
gide by side with party members in the
struggle If permitted.

The chair, in obvious embarrassment,
tried to proceed with the meeting, ignoring
the incident. He naturally had nothing to
say. In adjourning the conference Amls
“warned” against provoeation. IHe warned
against getting into fist fights and againstk
discnssion (especially discussion!). He
knows, the demoeratic Amis continued, that
there are many workers who are just boil-
ing to jump at the throats of these rene-
gades, but we must exercise workers' self-
control ! -

The Left Oppositlon despite its exclu-
ston will not be deterred by the Stalinist
bureaucrats from doing its Communist duty
for May Day. It will issue leaflets and
hold meetings rallying the workers to de
monstrate on May Day under the banner of
Communism.

L] * L]

On Thursday April 2, the Stalinists began
their campalgn to ellminate comrade George
Marks from the Unemployed Councils. He
was removed from the City Executive Com-
mittee, as the first step toward expulsion.
When the question came before the Down-
town Counnell, one of whose representatives
Marks 1z to the Clty Executive, it was stated
that this act was being taken on the orders
of Johnstone. It was explained that while
the Unemployed Council was not the Com-
munist party no one who opposed the pol-
icles of the Communist party could be in
leadership of the Councils! 18 voted for
the removal (all party members under dis-
cipline of conrse) while the rest, 41 discour-
aged and bewlildered workers abstained.

Thus the Stalinist bureancrats drive the
beat workers out of the Left wing organiea-
ttons and condemn then to sterllity and
decay. Only subservient Stalinists and doe-
ile incompetents with no ideas or indepen-
dence of character are wanted by these
bureaucrats. Stalinist  infallibllity must
emerge triumphant even If it has to be on
the rulns and wreckage of the Communist
and Laft wing movement.—R.

Hungarians Struggle against Corruption

In a previous issue of the Milltant we
acquainted our readers with the situarion
in the Hungarian Sick Benefit and Eduea-
tional Federation, the only mass organiza-
tion of Hungarian workers under party con-
trol. We mentioned some of the charges of
corruption, mismanagement and misuse of
funds raised agalnst the party leaders by
committees of investigation representing
several branches of the organization. The
leading elements of these comittees antil
recently were party members and clore sym-
pathizers. The opposition took the correct
position that because of the corraption of
the party leaders the organization shonld
not become antagponistic to the party and
shonld not withdraw its support from the
party and its auxillary organizations. The
fight of the opposition is not for severing

connections  with  the party bt for
the elimination of the ¢orrupt leaders
(most of whom are petty hourgeoiz  car-

gerlats) replacing them with rank and file
party members. We can flnd no fanlt with
its demand for workers' democracy in the
organization or with the demand for ideo-
logical control Instead of mechanical con-
trol. DBut the opposition certainly made a
mistake when it failed to safeguard itself
againat the possibility of being identified
with anti-Communist elements which try to
attach themselves to, or make a united front
with, all bona fide opposition within the
Communist movement. An oppositlon. fafl-
ing to repudiate such elements will be di=-
credited by them. An opposition, fighting
for the regeneration of the Communist
movement, at the same time must carry on
a vigorous, relentless fight against all anti-
Communist elements. Otherwise it runs the
danger of degenerating into a rallying cen-
ter for the enemies of Communism.

A Wrong Polnt of Departure

A very serions shortcoming of this new
opposition in the Hungarian language move-
ment of the party ls its wrong point of
departure. It looks upon the eituation 1B
the Hungarian Bureau as g local, isclated
phenomenon and it draws the wrong con-
clugion that it can be remedied by an iso-
lated local action. It does not see that bur-
eaucratie corruption, the contempt of leader-
ship for the workers, the practise of mech-

anical control, petly hourgeois careerism,
lack of democracy in the pariy and In the
organizations under party control are not
exceptional phenomena limited to the Hun-
garian Bureau or fo the American section
of the Communist International. It is the
game story throughout the whole Interna-
Bional, finding its source in what we call
gtalinism. The main feature of Stalinism.
as a party régime. is a bureaucratic appar-
atus, independent of the party, not respon-
sible to the party, introducing the system
of appointment of party functionaries in
place of elections, depriving the member-
ship of the right of criticlsm, the expres-
slon of any disagreement. The Hungarian
Bureau is part and parcel of the bureau-
cratic apparatus built by Stalin in every
party of the Comintern. Since organiza-
tional questions are closely related to ques-
tions of principles, policies and tacties, it
would be absurd to suppose that the crea-
tien of snch an organizational apparatus
jg due to the will of any one man. No, It
is the result of the pressure on the party
by classes ‘hostile to the proletariat. It
geame to us that such questions are disre-
garded by the oppesition in the Hungarian
mavement. That is the reason why it has
no politieal basis, why it has mo political
perspective and why It failed to align it-
galf with the International Left Opposition.
Uinder such circumstances Its struggle is
futile.

More Examples of Runnlng Amuck

In my previous article it was mentioned
that the I. W. W. has made an attempt to
use this opportunity for an attack upon
Communism. It sent an organizer on & na-
tional tour to tell the Hungarian workers
that because members of the Hungarian
Rurean are accused of corruption, the Marx-
tan theories are all wrong and the workers
should embrace syndicalism. The party
leaders met this attack in typical Stalinist
fashion. It was explained in the Uj Elore
that the I. W. W. are a bunch of counter-
revolutionary fascists, who are in league
with the social faseists, who, in turn, are
the agents of the fascist. Therefors the
1. W. W. meetings should be broken up. The
1. W. W. organizer went as far as Detroit,
holding meetings in Bufalo, Cleveland and
other cities, without any of his meetings

being disrupted. After the Clevelar

ing, which was held in the party-con
Workers' Home, the Uj Elore published tu.
news that the Cleveland meeting of the
1. W. W. was captured by the party, the
I. W. W. erganizer was beaten up and this
example must be followed everywhere.
“Make the I. W. W.s awallow their teeth”,
anid Uj Elore. Nothing of the sort hap-
pened in Cleveland, but the party leaders in
Detroit took the word of U Elore and or-
ganized an attack on the I. W. W. meeting.
Unfortunately for them, the I. W. W, mem-
bers also read the U] Eloré. Therefore they
were well prepared, with the result that
when the attack came they gave the party
members a terrific beating. The same thing
happened in Chicapo. The last meeting was
held in New York. Here the Bureau mem-
bers organized the attack. They were beaten
up severely The report in the Dally Worker
sald that the party had no Iintention of
beating up the I. W. W. Bnt it failed to
explain the peacefunl intention of the call
in Uj Elore to “make the I. W. W.s to swal-
low thelr teeth."—Y. 5.

Communist Tasks in

the Workmens Circle

There can be no doubt In the mind of
any class-conscious worker who not only
has transferred—becaunse of sentimental
reasons—his loyalty from the 3. P. or any
other political organization, to the Com-
munlst movement. but has also done some
studying and thinking and has learned
something from the leaders of the revolu-
tlon that the splitting of the existing work-
era’ fraternal organizations was not only
a blunder but a crime. No doubt if Lenin
were alive. he would have repeated hie
words :

“A greater lack of sense and more
harm to the revolution than this attitude

of the ‘Left' revolotionists cannot be im-
agined.”
Yes, I will repeat. More harm to the

revolution than this attitude of the *third
period” leadership cannot be imagined. The
danger to the movement Is almost irrepar-
able. Imagine the loss of contact with tens
of thousands of workers, the majority of
whom are a potential element for the rev-
olutionary movement. The loss of prestige
even amoeng our followers in the W. C. and
the 1. W. C. of 20,000 and out of these only
between five and six thousand have left.
What happened to the rest? Most of them
have become apathetic and g great number
have fallen under the influence of the B.
P. leadership.

This is the situation created by cir
cumsances over which we have no control
and Communists should not limit them-
gelves to the evaluation of the subjective
conditions but alse consider the steps teo
follow this dlagnosis.

First, we are faced with an accomplish-
ed fact. A new fraternal order was organ-
fed. What should be our attitude?! In my
opiniom, our attitude should be the same
ag to any other fraternal organization
wherp workers predominate, gllowing—as in
the caze of the more radical unloms—for
a different attitude in certain gitnatione that
may arise,

Then what fraternal organization shall
a Communist join? A ¢lass consclous work-
er should join the fraternal organization
where the working class elements are more
backward and that gives him a basis for
more useful work for the revolutlonary
cAuSe,

Then you advise me to join the W. C.
or the I. W. C. in preference to the I, W. 0.7
Don't you think that by jolning it we help
to support the counter-revolutionary ele-
menta that control the organization?

S0 you are helping the ecapitallst class
by working for it; so, alse you are helping
by joining a union; by paying rent; by
going to a movie show; by buying your
food. The whole life of a worker is noth-
ing else but service to the “community”—
that means serviee to the ruling class. His
stromgest weaponsg are organization and rev-
olutionary consciousness—and this can only
be attained by the most clazs conscious
workens participating in the daily struggle
of the working <lass, throngh the varlous
organizations. Therefore, the queationvy
should be asked, when joining, where can
I be of the most use to the movement?

Why not uniie with the Right wing
{ Lovestoneites) in the W. €. and the 1. W.
C.?

Our purposes are far apart. As op
portunista they are always looking for im-
mediate results and always overlook the
revolutionary perspectives, especially now.
They are losing their fast dissipating ranks
in two directions: to the Right, ke B.
Miller, Benjamin, etec.; and on the other
eide, joining the party. They are anxious
for allies. The only trouble ia that the
army i3 so small that nobody pays any

attention to them, as the socalled opposition
in the W. C., the Loft wing in the 8. P.



