For Economic Collaboration with Russia

The last census figures record more than
gix million workers out of a job. Consider-
ing the usual disparity experlenced in the
past between the officlal data and the actual
numbers, this means in reality, close to
ten million vnemployed. 10,000,000 workers
without jobs. With their families, additjon-
al millions are condemned to a starvation
diet. Meanwhile, industry still remains elog-
ged up, the crisis keeps on swelllng, draw-
ing more and more branches of production
inte the jam, and no outlet is in sight.
Another ecapitalist country, only recently
snid to be going through a period of “be-
lated eapitalist bloom"—¥rance—has enter-
ed the ban of the world wide depression.
There too, the unemployment HAgures are
mounting, misery and discontent are grow-
fng. The world market “has shrunk.”

One country alone shows signs of bus-
tling Bconomic life. That is the Soviet Un-
ion. While eapitalism is on the down slide,
while ecapltalist anarchy once more, and to
g far more serious degree than ever be-
fore, upsets the already shaky balance of
the existing social conditions, planned, soe-
falized industry in Soviet Russia advances
by leaps and bounds, pointing out the in-
evitable road that world economy must take
in the future.

On the one side, we have world un-
employment, an expression of the failure
of the capitalist system. On the other, we
have the Five Year Plan, an example of
successful soclalist construetion.

In the capitalist United States, the last
census figures tell us that new millions of
workers have been thrown out of industry.
In Soviet Russia the latest statistics show
that nearly a million new workers have been
imtroduced into industry, in the course of the
execution of the Five Year Plan. The
second year shows that the plan has been
far surpassed in the oil output, and has
registered enormous rises in steel, machin-
ery and electro-technical production. The
collectivimation of agriculture, which, ae-
cording to the figure given, has reached 50
per cent in the grain area, has enabled
the Soviet Union to export threefold the
amount of grain exported in pre-war years.
The seven hour day has been established
for 43.5 per cent of the total number of
workers and the average wage has been
increased by 121 per cent for the period
of the first two years of the plan. All in
all, an especially pointed proof of the sup-
erlorily of the soclalist system of produe-
tion over the capitaist methods, particu-
larly offset by the depression and decline
of world economy.

These indisputable successes stand firm,
The Five Year Plan has confirmed the ex-
pediency of socialist productlon and has
guaranteed successes for the future. But
the Five Year Plan cannot be earried out
without the aid of the outside world. The
backwardness of Russian induostry cannot
altogether be wiped out. Finished products
{ghoes, clothing, ete.) are needed to raise
the living standards of the waorkers, to
replenish the energy, the material resources
of the Russian workers who have spared
no sacrifice in their enthuslastic execution
of the plan. Light machinery must be Import-
ed in large quantities to supplly these needs.

The basic product of Soviet export
ia granin. The ¢ollectivization of argiculture,
based on high class technigue, can bolster
up the grain export immensely and thus
greatly increase the purchasing power of
the Soviets with which Industrialization,
planned economy would recelve new, more
stupendous impulses. For this purpose too,
large imports of agricultural machinery are
required.

At presenf, the ecapitalist governments,
despite the deep-going depression that is
undermining them, are unwilling to faeili-
tate these imports to the Soaviet TUnion,
which would give work to thousands upon
thousands of workers in their own coun-
tries. They prefer to divert the workers' dis-
content away from the real causes by falry
tales of “SBoviet dumping.” They want to
foree the workers' state to retreat from
its hard-earned socialist positions. They
fear the great sweep that the Five Year
Plan gives to international revolutionary
action.

Soviet Russia, despite its great achieve-
ments, is not an isolated, self-sufficient eco-
nomic unity. It is bound up by the threads
of world economy and must act as part
of it, utilizing its strengthened positions
a3 a weapon of the world revolution. The
Soviet Union needs the aid of world eco-
nomy for the success of the Five Year Plan.
The -~apitalists are reloctant to grant this
aid. The workers of the ecapitalist coun-
tries are out of work im large numbers.
Soviet orders from their countries means
work for thousands of them. The workers
are the omes that must fight for long term
credit grants to enable the Soviets to buy
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machinery svith which to assure the sue-
ceas of the Five Year Plan.

Soviet orders to the United States, even
under the limited credit possibilities of the
present, have already given work to thou-
sands of American workers, who would
otherwise have been thrown into the gutter.
“Had it not been for these Russinn orders
[for machine tools]" writes the Cleveland
Plain Dealer, “many Cleveland factories
would have faced a shutdown when aunto-
mobile orders temporarily stopped.” "Em-
ployment for severat hundred additional men
will be furnished . . . in filling a contract
« « « to recondition thirteen steamers re-
cently acquired by the Boviet government
from the U. 3. Shipplng Board.” The last,
an item from the Boston Herald.

Tractor factories, auntomobile plants.
transportation enterprizses and all sorts of
industrial undertakings have besn kept going
by Soviet orders. A group of American busi-
ness men I8 even now negotiating with the
U. 8. government for credits to the Soviet
Union., Thelr leader, Col. Cooper, the en-
gineer of the Dnileprostroy Tower Station
in Ruszia, stated in a speech before the Am-
erfcan-Russian  Chamber of Commerce re
contly, that

“It requires but a small amount of
study from my point of view to visualize
whe not far distant time when we can bhe
exporting to Russia at least one billion
dollars per annum".

And he gave quite gubstantial reasons
to back up his contention. Yet, even if his
estlmate were a bit optimistic, there can-
not be any doubt that the possibilities for
Soviet purchases here would offer serlous
relief to large sections of the unemployed
here in the states.

What then is the task of the Commun-
ists under these conditions. The task of
the Communists is to link up closely this
demand for the extenslon of long term
credits to the Soviet Union with thelr gen-
eral struggle for unemployment rellef, To
concretize before the workers the possibil-
ities that these long term ecredits offer for
their immediate relief, in the shape of fill-
lng orders required by the Five Year Plan.
To make clear to them on this opportune
accasion the superiority of the soclalist sys-
tem. And to mold on this basis their in-

ternational class solidarity with the workers
of the Soviet Unlon. In this popular and
concrete manner of revolutlonary propa-
ganda, supported by facis and by a clear
Marxist principle position that recognizes
the international character of the working
<lass movement at all times, unheard of
progress can be made in the way of devel-
oping the clasz conecionsness of the Ameri-
can workers and advancing the class strug-
gle in the United States as well as in every
other capitalist eountry.

But what is the official party leader-
ship doing in this dire on? Absolutely
nothing. The aid that the Five Year Plan
ean be in relieving unemployment in the
capitalist eountries, finds no ex|lanation,
no place in the propaganda of the party
around the unemployment problem. Why?
Because such propaganda is in direet econ-
tradiction to the Stalinist theory of the
building up of socialism in one country,
which rejects the cloge international bonds
between the comstruction of socialism in
Mussia and the class struggle in the rest
of the world. Instead of asking the aid
of the proletariat of the West to obtain
credits for Soviet Industry, Stalin  deals
with the capitalists behind the backs of the
workers under the shamefunl wun-Marxist
and anti-revolutionary banner of “the peace-
ful cohabitatlon of capitalism and Com-
munism.” The workers of Europe and Am-
erica are not drawn into the concrete every
day struggle of the heroic workers of Sov-
fet Russia. The tasks of the Communists
in the ecapitalist countries are considered
isolated and apart from the tasks in Rus-
sla—if they are not held to be altogether
insignificant. International revolutlonary
action g precluded by the marrow un-Len-
inist policy of national socialism. The
Stalinist leadership in the U.8.8.R. and in the
Comintern looks upon the international pro-
letariat mot as upon the indispensible allies
in the stroggle for the construction of soc-
ialism as part of the world revolution, but
rather as upon admiring spectators who will
gome day, somehow be moved to emulate
the example of Soviet Russia.

What happens under such circumstances?
A recent event in Germany serves ms a
good illustration. A group of German capi-
talists, after a visit to the Soviet Union de-
cided to grant the latter credits to the ex-
tent of $250,000.000. Immediately, the
Berlin Rote Fahne, the central organ of the

German Communist pe ty, follows tais
with a headline “Five Year Plan Givea Work
To Tens of Thousands of German Workers'.
What part was played in this matter by
the German Communists? Absolutely none.
That iz not at all. The credit grant has
come up before the Reichstag for ratifica-
tion. The ractionary Briinlng government,
supported by the yellow soeclal democracy,
refuses to guarantee the ceredits in sum,
but purposes on the contrary to take up
each case of credit extension seratime:
a process that delays the shipment
of machinery ahsolutely neceszary to
meet the regquirements of the Five Year
Plan. But in all this, the Communist party
is eanght off guard. Opportunities come and
go without being utilized, without being
exploited to revolutionary advantage.

The Five Year Plan, executed without
an international revolutionary perspective
and in the well known bureauncratic manner
of the Stalinist adventurers, has been con-
siderably endangered in the past. The
“one-hundred-pereent colleetivization™ poliey
weakened it greatly on the peasant front,
The irresponsible excesses on the industrial
front, carried out in the name of “the Five
Year Plan in three years, inflicted consider-
able damage in the way of bringing about a
definite and dangerous lagging behind the
program, which the Pravda recently points
out under the title: “Alarm Siznals”. There
= a great shortage In finished goods. The
material conditions of the workers are not
keeping pace with the rapid strides in indus-
try. The Five Year Plan needs help. Already
the Centrist bureaucracy under Stalin is pre-
paring to capitulate before the difficulties
by a HKight wing turn in the dizection of
a “"Neo-Nep”. All Communists must be on
guard against the return to the opportun-
ist swamp and fight against it.

The slogan of long term credits to the
Soviet Union must penetrate the broadest
layers of workers and unemployed in the
formation of g solid united front of strug-
gle. The fight around the slogan of long
term credits to the Soviets iz a fight that
eventually results in mutual benefits to the
workers of both the United States and Rus-
sia. It cements the bonds of working class
solidarity on an international seale, based
on the actnal needs of the moment. The
sBlogan of long term credits to aid the execn-
tion of the Five Year Plan unites the
Workers of America and of Europe with
the workers of Russia in a combined strug-
gle against eapitalism and for the victory
of world =oclalism. It is the duty of the
Commurists te ecarry it deep into the
masspes.

The Slogan of the Six-Hour Workmg-Day

For almost half a century the slogan
of the eight hour working day was one of
the most powerful slogans of the working
class throughout the world. Everywhere it
became inseribed wupon  the proletarian
banners, inspiring solidarity, and unifying
the struggles. It was violently contested
throughout by the capitalist enemy.

To the capitalist class the longer work-
day representz so much more absolute sur-
plus value produced without any additional
investments in the instruments of produc-
tion owned by them. More surplus valoe

spells more profits. This iz the basie
reason for their bitter opposition te
any shortening of the workday. They have

no intention of gramting it without the most
severe struggle. In fact they would rather,
pressed to the wall, grant many other con-
cessions which do not eut so directly into
their profits. They know that the shorter
workday i8 a real gain for the working
class.
A “¥Vislonary” Slogan

The eight hour work day is not as yet
established for the working class as 5 whole
in any conntry. Nevertheless, would it be
more “visionary” today to advance the slo-
gan of the six hour workday without re-
duction in pay than it was when the eight
hour work day slogan was first promulgated
preceding the struggles of the '8087 Not at
all !

Could victory in a struggle for realizing
the six hour work day appear within the
realm of practical possibility to the Ameri-
can workers today? The answer must bhe:
“Yes." One need only remember that al-
ready in 1922 the United Mine Workers con-
vention, by rank and file pressure, adopted
a program of fight for the six hour work
day. At ‘this moment within the wvarlous
conservative railroad unions there is devel-
oping a demand for the six hour work day
without redoction in pay. One may also re-
call the proposal of the last A. F. of I.
Metal Trades Department convention for a
five hour work day without taking it ser-
lowsly in the sense of sxpecting a struggle
for its attainment.

It is, however, primarily as an offen-
Bive slogan for the coming rising Iabor
movement that the demand for the six hour
work day without reduction in pay assumes
ita real importance. 8econdly, It can be-
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come a powerful means of unifying the
working masses, employed and unemployed
alike, and set them ioto motion against
their class enemy. Thirdly, it corresponds
with the working class needs today. Parti-
cularly in the industrially highly developed
United States has machine production reach-
ed such a stage that the very right to live
for millions of workers becomes bound up
with a drastic reduction of the present
working day.
The Workers' Resistance

Working class resistance to the capital-
ist offensive is appearing now in its first
early manifeastations. The ghort strike of
the Lawrence textile workers has heen fol-
lowed by others in the New England textile
reglon. At the Kensington, Pa. mills, sev-
eral thousand workers have fonght militant-
ly against the increased speed-up. So far
it is only embracing light industry, but in
southern Illinols also groups of coal miners
and metal workers have resisted the bosses
in the face of 4 most terrific onslanght.
Likewlise in the unemployment movement
there is a growth of militancy. Al in all,
these early signs are the harbingers of great
struglez to come.

Even a possible revival of the capitalist
production eyele would not sepiously alter
this perspective.  Such a possible revival
wonld have as its foundation more speed-
up and more wage reduoctions. It would
only make so much more inevitable the re-
sistance of the working class.

A general reduction of the Ameriean
working class standard is the avowed pol-
icy of the capitalist masters. Particularly
iz the unemployment crisis being taken ad-
vantage of for a drastic wage-cutting cam-
paign. Demands for “reduced cost of pro-
duction” are continnally reiterated in pub-
licity material from the big banks of the
country. ‘The extent to which actual wage
cuts are being enforced may be noted from
late reports of the Labor Bureau, Tne. Dur-
ing February wage cuts were twice as num-
erous as increases.

The Miners and Railroad Workers

The coal miners and the railroad work-
ers look forward to the establishment of the
six-hour day as a means of diminishing the
ravages of unemployment. We remember

impundent demand of John L. Lewis,
I.'I:mﬂt‘ back in 1928, to eliminate from the
industry 250,000 coal miners. In reality,
more than that number have already been
either definitely eliminated from the indus-
try or remain there—in the standing army
of unemployed. In the railroad industry
on the Class 1 Roads, between Decomber
1929 and December 1930 a total of 2485927
workers lost their jobs necording to  the
Bureau of Statistics of the Interstate Com-
merce  Commission. In  other industriea,
similarly, the machine developments are
rapldly displacing labor power, adding to *he
ranks of the unemploved even during the
favorable periods of the capitalist production
eyeles,

It may thus appear as if the demand
for the six hour work day without redue-
tion in pay, in the present unemployment
situation, becomes purely an objective of
amelioration. While natarally this is one
of its purposes, it is by no means the whole.
Such a demand presenteqd at this time and
adopted by the organized section of the
working class, wonld effectively help to pre-
pare for the general workers' offensgive
which will become so essential,

Immediate demands by their VEry na-
ture are limited in scope and eannot pre-
=ent any =zolution to the working class prob-
lems, They do not by themselves reach he-
vond the bounds of reformism and always
ity the danger of strengthening of re-
formist illnsions. But an actual demand for
the shorter work day when obtained can
become a source of further strength to the
working class in its gdvance toward the
revolutionary goal. The struggle for its
attainment can become a powerful lever to
set mass forees into motion, Moreover, by
virtue of the fact that it embraces the in-
terest of the employed and unemployed
workers alike it will similarly become a
powerful instrument for unity of the masses.

The six hour work day slogan, which
does not exclude other necessary slogans
but supplements them, particularly poss-
esses this quality. It further becomes the
general foeal point for all efforts towards
the shorter work day. This is already now
a life's necessity for the American working
c¢lass. The s=ix hour day without redoction
in pay should become the central slogan
of the tolling masses.



