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Voices of Protest from the Bolsheviks in Exile

( Belated though it is in publication
here, the declaration which follows retains
all its timeliness and Importance. It was
addressed as a supplement to the declara-
tion of the Bolshevik-Leninist Opposition
by the group of Oppositionist deportees st
Eansak and sent as a protest to Lthe Six-
teenth Congress of the C. P. 8. U1.—Fi.)

P
For two and a half yvears, the vangnarnd
of the Bolshevik party has becn submitted
to a merciless repression. During this
time, all the means of repression have been
employed in the strugegle against the Op-

- position: ealumny and provocation, ralds

and arrests, deportations and solitary prison,
up to assassination itself. The apparatus,
assisted by the G, P, T., with the manifest
sympithy of the domestic and international
counnter-revolution, has deported many hun-
dreds of Bolsheviks to the Siberian talga,
to the steppes of Central Asia, to the damp
sections of the Upper-Urals, of Chelinbinsk,
of Tom=k and Suazal. Up to the Bixteenth
Congress, n special commission for the Op-
position has been functioning unknown to
the party and the working class. The re
pression against the  Opposition  has  not
taken place withont leaving its traces in
the conmtry. Since then, esplonage, pro-
voealion, raids have become Trequent and
customary phenomena in the workers' quar-
ters, in the university comvmunes, and even
in rhe factories. The arrests and the expal-
gions of okl DBolzheviks, of workers, mem-
bers of the Party and the Commnnist Youth,
have a painful effect upon the party, de-
moralize the working elass and unleash the
nreancracy. There 18 the most obyviong re-
sult of the last two years! For its petty
factional intercstz, the apparatus hiasg sar-
rounded the party with a system of espion-
age so that a denuneiation or o secret
agency prevail over the decision of a whole
organization of the party.

THE PRISONS FOR
OrrosITIONISTS

The ngost monstron= and absgred ac-
cusations have been flung at the Opposition,
and comtinne to e flung withoit being
supported by any proof.  The soecalled
“Ideologieal” struggle conducted sgninst the
Opposition, which never went beyvond swind-
ler's maneuvers hos now reached an un-
precedented perseention, This perseention
has ecome o savaze repression which has
long ago lost every shred of legality and
is now entirely aimed at the liguidation of
the Opposition, withont even redoiling be-
fore the party amnd the working class,
brings o the attention of the Congress:
(1) in the old prizsens which sScrved under
czarism for the imprisonment of revolution-
ists. the Bolshevik-Leninistz are now lan-
guishing. At the beginning, they chose ns
their point of eontrol for the isolarion of the
Leninist wing of the party the central
prison of Tobolsk, but when it overflowed,
they added to the system of izolating the
Bolsheviks the prison of Upper-Urals which
was far from adapted to receiving political
prisoners. Al present, the Oppositionists
in prison are divided in the prizonz of ev-
ery corner of the U, 8. 8. . In the sin-
gle =olitary prizon of Upper-Uralz  there
are more than 1530 men. Many Bolsheviks
do their ¢common Iaw ferm in the Chelia-
bingk prizon where formerly only the es-
caped and second offense prisoners had to
gerve, At the Tomsk sitation, in the solitaries
of Viatka, of Siuzzal and SBverdlovsk, they
are alse Bolshevik-Loninizis. For some time
now, finally, Oppositionisis have Dbeen zent
into the central prizson of Alexandrovsk, inte
the Ural solitary, that is, into the prizons
that served exclusively for criminals and
in which there is no politieal régime, The
terms of imprisonment of all the comrades
are arbitrarily fixed., the role being three
years, but in certnin isolated cases it ranges
from five to s8ix years. In the political
solitaries the old prison régime prevails
whieh gives the prison administration the
mopopoly of o limitless auntocracy. Cases
are known where complaints addressed to
the Central Control Commi=sion and fo the
colleginm of the G. I". U. were avithheld
and not remitted to the addressee, or they
were réturned with the address of the C.
C. C. erased (Urals). Very often the
prisons are submitted to the gpauntlet (Up-
per-Urals, SBverdlovsk, ete.). to ley douches
(Upper-Urals), to the threat of being shot,
which fortunately was noft earried out
thanks to the revolutionmy consclousness
of the Red soldiers (Tobolsk). They had
mediral assistance refunsed to the badly il
{(Tom=k. Uralsk, ete,), suffered imprison-
ment nnder conditions which condemned
them to physieal extermination (for ex-
amnple, at Upper-Uralsk, where the prisoner
does not have a spacesequal to that of a
tomhb), rontinual raids applied to the Alen-
sheviks, the Social Revolutionists, the White
Guards, until the arrival of our comrades
in solitary (Suzdal).

At the time of the Sixteenth Congress,

dozens of old Bolsheviks lead the terrible
life of prisoners, condemning their health,
nndermined by ithe illegal work before the
revolution and by the civil war, to certain
ruin. In the Tomsk prison, subjected to
conditions of fatal isclation, lives comrade
Sosnovsky, suffering from diabetes at an
aewte stage, I'reviously, he was submitted
to detention at Chelinbinsk where he was
imprigsoned for the second time (the first
time on the eve of the imperialist avar).
Comrade Sosnovsky has not the possibility
of feeding himself normally (prohibited by
the prison administration), and has fallen
into the hands of incorrigible gendarmes,
voild of all feeling of incorrigible gendarmes,
the workng class. These nre Rotchin, chief
of i1he secret seotion of the G, I U. at
Toms=k and uwnder detention now far more
s Greenstein, an old Bolsbevik, former
member of the Politieal Bureaun of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist party,
seriously ill. crushedd under the blows of
the penitentinry administration. At Viatka,
is Kavtaradze. At Suzdal, M. Smirnov,
who has already gone throush three soli-
taries and two places of deportation since
1923, B. Elzin, Sapronov and many ofhers
are Isolated in such a manoer that it is
not even known in what priscn holes they
may be.
PHYSICTAL DESTRUCTION
O0F LEFT 0ProsIiTiosN

(2) From deportation aml imprisonment
in solitaries, which have not produced the
¢ffect hoped for, the apparatus has passed
to more criminal means of repression. For
a long time now, a2 group of Opposition-
Ists  lives on the Solovsky Island in a
concentration eamp. In fagrant contradie-
tiom to the Jdecree of the U, 8 5 R. in
1026, interdicting the dizpateh of politieal
prisoners to Solovsky, the G. P. U, even at
the end of 1927, inearcerated the Opposl-
tionist DPitersk there, In 4he protest ad-
dressed in the name of the colony of de-
ported Oppoesitionists at Tomsk, the follow-
Ing factz are to be found: “AlL Solovky, a
fow dozens of our comrades are imprisoncd.
One of them commenesd a prelonged hun-
ger strike in order o demand that the
political régime be applied to him. Ile was
thrown info the hole. When e left i,
he tried to semnd a protest to the center, in
which he revealed the arbitrary and mon-
gtroms  rigime  In sollinry. This protest
wng  intercepted. Some  time later, this
comrade was conducted mueh further and
he has not vetuwrned. The official version
of the Solovky administration was the fol-
lowing: “Killed in an attempt at flizht.”
The actz of physieal destroction of  the
Bolshevik-Leninists are earefully hidden by
the G. ' T.: nevertheless, the Opposition
has sueceeded, back in the spring of 1928,
in revealing the ecircumstances that pro-
voked the death of comrade DBatov, who
died after a prolonged hunger strike. The
death of Butov was a heroie protest amainst
the provocation framed by the G, P 1L
with the object of ealumniating the Opposi-
tion. In XNovember 1928 comrade aenri-
chsen, worker in the “Red Triangle” fae-
tory, was crucHy Dbeaten to  death. The
nedieal  certifieate notos wounds on  the
body and the appearanee of stranesulation.

In January 1930, the collegium of the G, P,
U, baseqd itself upon treacherous informa-
tion of the renegade Karl Radek, condemned
to capital punishment comreade Blumkin,
member of the C. . 8. U. to his last day.
Under conditions that have remained ob-
scure, the collegium of the G. P. 1. sen-
teneed to death eomrades Rabinoviteh and
Silov, members of the C. I' 8. U., who were
acensed at thelr trial of belonging to the
Opposition. At the same time, the old Bol-
shevik, Yosselevltch was condemned to eapi-
tal punishment, commuted to ten years of
riogrons isolation—solely for the erime of
baving remained loyal to the Opposition
after his return from deportation.

THE DESPERATE METHODS
OF CENTRISM

{3) The Oppositionists who are de-
potited are constantly exposed to various
repreasions,  The  political jsolation, the
phygical amd material privation, that iz the
fale of many hundreds of eomrades deported
bevond the Tirals, thousands of miles from
the  indnstrinal  centers. The insisnificant
nid, frequently given belatedly, the lack of
work, almo=t dooms the families of the de-
portecs to starvation (Narym, the region
of I'imngarsk, Karapalpakia, many regions
of Kazakstan, the region of the North
the territory of Komy, ete. Very few of
the commrdes live under conditions of ma-
terinl seeurity, above all in the cities. The
deported DBolshevik-Leninists,  deprived  of
all vizhts, even «f the right to defend them-
selves against the arbitravy actlons of the
local ehicftaing, have actually  been ont-
liwed.,  Under one pretext or another, the
mo=t absard and gevere persecutions are
nidertaken agninst  them,  they are pro-
hibited from u=ing the llwaries, the lecture
halls, the movies (Kansk), they are evieted
from t(heir homes (Hodjent), the gauntlet
iz practiced ngninat them with the aid of
the militin  (Yalatarovsk, Yeneseisk), their
food allotments  are  diminished (Narym,
rexion of the North, ete.) The ferm of de-
portation as n rale i8 not limided for any-
body amd it happens affer o vear and a
half or two years that 5 new three vears
are added on the simple exense of baving
correaponded with deportegd comrmdes. But
Fhe most atrocions perseentions strike those
who are to eonlinue in the deportation the
struggle aznin=t the bureancrney. the loeal
Soviet organizatiors aml the party. For
lving revealed the “rottenness” in the 3.
. 1. of Chebokarsk {(Chuvachia),  the
colony of the Bolshevik-Leninists was sub-
mittedd to a pogrom. A group of comrades
who  discovered a nest of former White
mards of Koltehak in the distriet G. P. 1.
andd the loeal sections of the party (elty of
Kamen.  Siberin) were transferred to
MNarym.

Their declarations and  protests, ad-
dressed to the Central Committee and the
C. €. C. remained withowt s responge. The
postal isolation deprives the deportees of
political relations. even of correspondence
with relatives is not assured of an excep-
tion. For a good remuneration, the . 1% 1.
floods the deportees with paid azents whao,
under the maszk of Oppositionists, provoke
nmalgams™  (Barnaul, Tehim).

The Case of Weisman and Bureaucratism

(Continned from poge 2)
in the party—a rézhine whiech is the inevit-
able aeeompaniment of an untenable policy
that only a bueancratic appartus ean en-
force becanse it would not be tolerated un-
der eonditions of workers” democracy.

The Welsmans make thelr way to the
top becanse they have one qualifieation:
unguestioning  obedience to the higher an-
therities amd readiness to jam any decision
down the throats of the workers concerned.
They adopt 2 new decizsion for “self-critie-
ism™ and against “bureaneratism® every six
months—eynically and without giving it a
second thought, because ey know it is only
for the record. The workers never con-
sulted by the Stalinlst apparatns about the
“leaders” that ave handed down to them in
a new edition every other week. They are
told to accepr and keep their mouths shut.
They are not allewed a single word about
this whole procedure, not to speak of hav-
ing any control over their officinls, And the
Weismans know that they are nnder no
control from below., It is preeisely this
condition—the es<ence of bureaneratism—
which gives the Weismang the opportunity
to condnct them=elves as they do. And there
will I no Weismans only when the work-
ers destroy the roots from which these foul
blo=soms of Stalinism flourish and po son
the atmosphere of the movement.

And is all well now that he is shifted
ont as the ennvenient goat for the system
of bureauwcratism? Not at all, not at all
There is no essentinl d ference between the
removed Weismans and the remaining

Krambergs and Obermelers, They remain,
but the workers do not. The movement
pays heavily for the Welsmans and those
who make fthem what they are: the upper
Ilnyer of apparatus men. The Food Work-
ers Industrial Union, with bonder after
bBlunder to its record, blunders conceived
by the Fosters aml faithfolly exeented by
the Weizsmans, has lest heavily in moember-
ship.  The workers most frequently reply
to bureawcratisin with a hopeless pas=sivity.
Many have veturned o the A, . of L.
Others, rencting from Festerian boreaucra-
tE=m and mechanieal control, are seeking
refuge in the 1. W. W, which, significantly
emongzh iz now making a measare of head-
Wiy among the cafetevian workers, the for-
mer =tronghold of the Left wine. The
Weisimans of the second class and the Weis-
mans of the first class eaunot earry on with
impunity to the movement. Whatever Midas
tonched turned to zold uamder his fingers.
whatever i2 fteuched by these lmreanerats,
trained in incompetence and irresponsibil-
iy, crumbles into dust,

The F. W. [ T, whicrh has been in o
constant erisis since ifs inception, mnst be
it under the eonteod of the revolutionary
milltants, those firhters in the ranks which
it still has in goodly nmmumber, who ean gnide
its destinies intellizently and suecessfnlly,
The other method, the method of the Weis-
mans and Obermelers and John<tones, has
heen given more trials than it ever deseorved.
It has yielded eloquent results, Weisman's
case has but served o lluminate them
in a harsher brilliance.

The mass repression undertaken in the
deportation on th® eve of the Sixteenth
Congress has as its object the achievement
of the extermination of the Leninist cadres
of the party. In recent weeks, the best
comriades who resisted capitulation, were
shatched out of deportation. At Archangel,
Alna-Ata, Krasnoiarsk, Milousinsk, Tomsk,
Sarakul, Slavgorod, Ufa, IHodjent, Kansk,
even on the Angar, humdreds of miles from
i railroad, there have been repeated the
comedies of raids in which accusatory ma-
terinl was as=sembled like personal letters,
extracts from Soviet papers and from the
works of Lenin and Plechanov, books pub-
lished by the Soviets, ete. The repression
still continues today, embracing an ever
wider circle of vietims., It seems that a
new erime is being prepared for the Six-
teenth Congress: a “spicy dish” in the words
of Lenin, dirccted solely at masking and
Justifying all the sordid affairs ecarried on
by the Stalinist leadership against its own
party, in order to slander once more the
Upposition, to lead the party and the work-
ing class into error. Provocsatlon serves as
a mask for a shameful repressiont slander
encourages the criminal method of strug-
gle. With this object, the apparatus black-
maileed the party on the eve of the Fifteenth
Congress  with  the aid of the “Wrangel
officer”, alegedly connected with the Op-
position. But it turned out that he was
an agent sent in by the G, I, U. (see the
stenographle record of the Plenum of the
Central Committee of October 1927). With
this object, eriminal and charlatanist. Yar-
oslavsky, on the eve of the Sixteenth on-
gress, atributes to the Opposition the in-
tention of “putting itself at the head of
peasant uprisings” and to the Bolshevik-
Leninists who are arrested In the deporta-
tion, the false pceusation 18 presented of
creating  anti-Boviet organizaticns on  the
U. 8. 8 It seale. We warn the Sixtenth
Congress that the Stalinlst faction. in the
strugele agninst the Opposition, is employ-
ing an ever incereasing system of FepTes-
sion. In the face of the class enemies, nn-
der the conditions of a heavy economic
crisls and of the enormous efforts of the
proletariat, the apparatus has employed the
state’s resources for the nims of the fac-
tlonal struggle; in fizhting agalnst the Op-
position, the apparatus distracts the atten-
tion of the G. . 1. from the real enemles
of the rvevolwlion. By its  intolerance for
conscious revolutionary thought, the appar-
atus is destroylng the cadres of the party.
In associating itself thoroughly whth the
weneral proposals of the Opposition, ex-
prunded in the doeument slgned by com-
rades Rakovsky, Muralov, Kasparova and
Kossior (removal of paragraph 58, return of
L. 1), Trotzsky from exile, the readmission
into the panty of all the Oppogitionist Bol-
shevik-Leniniscs, ete.), the Kansk colomy
poses before the Congress the following de-
Iands :

THE DEMANDS OF THE
OPPOSITIION

{(a) the congress should elect an In-
vestigation commibtee on all the activity
of the €. C. C. and the ¢, % 10, eninst the
Bolshevik-Leninlsts, especially on the ae-
tivity of the “secrat counecil”. to demand
of the O C. C. and the G, P, 10, all material
concerning ‘the repression; to mame an in-
vestigntion committee on all the activity
of the . C. . and the G, P. 17 towards
the Bolshevik-Leninists to ask for the ma-
terial the C. C. C. and the G. P, U, have CoT-
cerning  the repression—to demaml of the
commiz=sion to Inquire into the conditions
of exile and imprizonment of the Dolshevik-
Leninists,

(2) to determnine the personal cnlpa-
billty of all those who bear a responsilility
in the azaassination of comrades  Butov,
Haenvichsen, Dluwmkin Rubinoviteh, Xilow,
anmd the excesaes of Solovsky ; to turn over
the mullty to party and s ate justice.

(3) as an Immedinte measnure, to free
Ml the Oppositioni=ts from <common law
prisons and the Solovsky correctlon prison :
untl 5 final clarification, to cease all de-
portation into the concemtration camps, to
transform to normal conditlons the depor-
tation and imprigsonment. To fres eomplete-
¥ the sick comrades and give them the
possibility of enring themselves immediately,

(4) to prohibit categorically the G. P.
1L from interfering In the jnternal party
stracgles, and 4o suppress the system ace
cordineg ¢o which the members of the I'oli-
tieal Burean are subjected to polics anr-
velllanee,

(3 1o publish the complete reslts of
this  ‘nquiry to prohibit seeret sentenees

and the secred destruction of the Bol hevik-
Leninists,

(Slzned) : The Knnsk Cronn:  Ar
ranovsky. Darinnal, Zae
ovsiv, Zaichuk, H-:'-rntu:i;l—
shala, Micho'lnv. Ttomasko,
Razovenna. Savitelr Sov-
ki, Fortuskin, Smith,



