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For the period of the coming three
months one of our plans eall for an inten-
slve campaign for new =ubszcribers to the
Militant. Our goal is the definite return to
the Weekly at the end of this period. With
the proper response from our branches, our
readers and sympathizers the goal will be-
come a reality.

Onr branches shonld make up competing
feams and set (o work with some induoee-
ment for the winning team, that is, the
one securing the most subs on oa vearly
bazis. We offer for this period a special
three months trial subseription of 25ec, also
a special combination offer of either one
of the three books with a yvearly subscrip-
tion. “Criticism of the Draft Program of

the Communist International”, or “The
Hhrategy of the World Revolution” (both

by L. I). Trotsky), or “Since Lenin Died”
(paper coverd) by Max Eastman, for the
price of 200 zood only for this period.

This campaign commences Feb, 1z, con-
tinuing wp until May Ist. What is your
answer?

We will also have special prizes for

the be<t individual sub. getters. A suofficl-
ent number of new subs offers the oppor-
tunity for the active comrade of acquiring
either “My Life” by I. I). Trotzky or “The
Real Bituwation in Hussia ™
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Our permanent pledge fund for pobliea-
tiom of revolulionary literature and stren-
gthening of onr orvganiztion is  just  be-
ginning to get nnder way., Any comrade
interested in our work of pnblishing fanda-
mental Marxian literature—in addition to
the recent works of Comrade Trotsky alzo
those of the revolulionary elasszics not vet
publizhed in English—should by all means
enter thiz regular pledge fund, seot the =mmn
he fecls able to advance regularly every
month amd meot the payments, Comrades
Vineent Dunuoe of Minneapolis T Boisnent
of Los Angeles, Calif.. and Antoinette Koni-
kow of Boston, Mass., have been the fivst to
enter the fund with a regular pledge of
$0.00 monthly, The Kansas City branch
pledges 220000 monthly and the New York
branch §75.00.

] L] x &

Recent developments in the revolution-
ary movement and in the general situnation
of the counfry have bronght new life to
our orzanization. Thus in Philadelphia and
in Cleveland wheve onr supporters had for
=ome thne showed a lack of activity in an
organizational sense. the comrades now 1re-
port that they are getting together. en-
deavoring to build up regular orzanizsd ac-
tivity onee more.

In the International Left Communist
movement, there are many interesting devel-
opments. parvtienlarly in the form of nesy
adherents to onr movement., which are all
recorded in our “internationnl Bulletin®. so
far printed in Freneh and German only,
This material is now being translated and
eaxch mowthly issne of the bulletin repro-
dneced in mimeographed form. Issue No, 1
is ont amd ecoples can e ordered from the
Militant office at 10¢ each.
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Our Minneapolis branch reports that in
a specinl ward election to be held in the
vity, upon the failure of the official rey
leaderzhip to file 4 candidate. our comrade
John 8, Brinda will earry the Communist
banoner as  an  officlally filed eandidate.

Comrade Brinda was one of the leaders
of a splendidly fought eleven months up-
holsterers’ strike in Minneapolis in 1927,
His revolutionary position iz well known dn
the ward and the campaign, we can con-
clwde in  advance, will bring additional
girength to the Communizt movement.
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The Chicago branch is conducting a
class in Marxism with comrade Hugo Oeh-
ler as dnstructor every Weodnesday 8 p. m.
at 1214 N, Washtenaw Ave, The branch
iz ¢he main active force in building up the
Workers Forom held every first and third
Friday, 8 p. m. at Fleiner's Hall, 1638 N.
Halstead St. It invites all interested work-
ers to join in both of these activities.

OPEN FORUM

For the past few months, the New York
Branch of the Leagne hasz been conducting
very successful Foroms af the 14th Sireet
Labor Temple. These Forums have become
an institution in New York, a clarification
gronmd for Communist workers. The most
vital problems and principles of commun-
ismn have been taken up and disenssed. Ex-
poerienced speakers and working class lead-
ers of long standing like comrades James
I'. Cannon, Arne Swabeck and Max Shacht-
man have presented the views of the Lefr
Opposition on such  important topiecs as
“Prospedts of the Ameriean Revolution”,
“Alignments for the New War”, “The His-
toric Role of the Opposition™, “The Unem-
ployment Question”, “The Dresent (risjis—
What Next" ete. in g most interesting and
mformative manner,

The disenszion, in which all are given
the floor and in which party members and
sympathizers particularly have participated.
has shown @ remarkably high level of in-
ferest and intelligence. All sorts of ques-
tions velated to the strugele of the Opposi-
tiom amd to the Communist movement in
meneral have been ralzed at these lectures.
They  have received the utmost attention
from the speakers, whoe give clear and un-
equivoral answers,

Some of the problems to be disenssed
Flhortly are: “Can +he Left Opposition Make
a Bloe With the Right™. “Recent Eurapean
Strikes — Strike  Stratesy”. “Dialectic
Materiali=m"” and the “Communistz and the
Progressives” ete.  All workers are urged
to atiend and participate in the discussion,
Admis=ion: 25¢. Free for Unemployed Coun-
cil memberz, Look for the exaet date in the
Militant.

Weisbord and the
Liquidators

The “Textile Unity Committee of the
Natlonal Textile Workers Union™, that is,
the group of Lovestone adherents  whode
aim has been to liguidate the Left wing in
the textile industry, has now taken a fur-
ther step in its evolution, implieit in Love-
stone’s policy  from the very bezinning,
which =hould now make clear the Right
wing's role in the Communist movement Lo
every militant.  We learn of this reecent
step from a letter zent out by Albert Weis-
bord. who wasz in allinnee with the Love-
stoneites In this movement from its in-
ception.

When the “Unity Committee™ was first
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organized by the Lovestone faction, with
the ald of Weisbord, the latter made every
endeavor to draw the Left Opposition to its
support as a good “umited front” proposal.
At thalt time, several months ago, we re-
Jected the whole plan and warned Weisbord
and others that the Loveslone committes
was o ligquidationist movement which would
revenl if=elf complotely as soon as Love
stone was able to delude a sufficient num-
bor of textile workers 1o go along with it
Weisbord, Intemt upon doing “mass work”
at all ecosts, and determined to realize his
plan of a bloe with the Right wing in
order to =ave the Communist movement
{rom Menshevism, continned not only
as o member of the ecommittes, but ecame
forward as its most active spokesman  Iis
rile in the committee, wiily-nilly, was that
of bell-wether, leading the textile workers
among whom his record and prestige still
held into the Lovestone camp. It goes
witlvout saying that Lovestone had this
rile of come-on well marked ont for Wels-
bord from the very beginning.

Utilizing Weisbord—and not utilized by
him—Lovestone suceeeded in holding a few
mestings of textile workers in the Bast and
making ready fur hiz next step, just as he
has glready done in the needle trades, among
the food workers, in the miners' union and
everywhere else that the Right wing has
a foothold. At the last meeting of the com-
mittee, the Lovestone faction adopted a
stand which, aceording (o Weizbord now,
“stomd for the liguidation of the National
Textile Workers Union and for a united
foonr with the United Textile Workers and
the Associnted SBilk Workers' officials™.

This “new program® is not at all unex-
pected, Tt §: part and parveel of the Love-
stone course in the trade unions, which con-
gi=ts of n Dloe with diseredited reactionaries
posing s “progressives” directed agalnst the
Communist party and Communist influence
in the labor movement in general. all nnder
the gnise of “masz work”. That eonrse did
wot begin yesterday, or at the “last meet-
ing” of the Textile “Unity” Committee, We
warned azainst it in time and rejected any
bloe with the Right wing faction to further
this aim. We called the liguidators lquid-
ators, while Weisbord was protesting, only
a few weeks ago, that it was not a lquid-
aticnist movement, He writes now: “The
commitiee iz mo more a commitiee to pnt
fight into and to build up the N. T. W. 1.
but g commitee to help the A. ¥. of L. and
the Muste fakers to =ell ont and to het ray
the workers” The fact iz: It never was
a committee o put fight into the N. T. W,
. It was from itz incoption a committee
I liguidate the Left winz in the textile
industry.  and  Weisbord  contributed  his
modest serviees in this direction.

Thiz iz not the first instructive instanee
of where individuals have ecome forward
with the acknowledgzment that the stand-
point of fhe Left Opposition asiin=t g hloe
with the Right wing iz correct for
Germany or France ov Teeland but does not
apply in » the TUnited States, The re-
enlts of the short-lived and destructive ox-
perience with the “Textile Unity Commir-
tee” are rich with proof of just hew mneh
wizdom is econtained in soch g point  of
view, defended by Weishord and rojectod
by ns. At a time when elarification on all
the principle, of all the straterical and
tantieal questions in the Commnnist move-
ment iz g burning necesity., mnddlers and
confusionistz are the most danserois  oh-
stacle. The Left Opposition has not yvet had
the oceasion to depart from its principled
position.  The latest experience of Weishord
has, far from invalidating it, only served
to confirm its correctness,
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A WORD FROM BERLIN

A eomrade writes us from Berlin :

The zitnation in Germany has become
extremely accentuated. The moods of despair
grow among the masses, the whole country
Is in a state of deep social ferment which
must lead to an expuizive outhreak, The
disparity between the strong Communist
sentiment in the masses and the radius of
aotion of the party is frightful. Despite
its four and a half million votes, the party
gets in motion throughout Germany tens of
thousands at most in any move, as a con-
sequence of itz tactienl blunders. The re-
sults of this incapacity in the party are
ruinons. The cadres of the party do not
recognize that the blame for this eatastro-
phic condition is not Dorne by the masses,
but that the policy of the party makes it
Impossible to unleash the stored-up ENergy
of the masses. That is how pessimism to-
watrds the masses riges in the party itelf,
as well as a certain mood of despair.

Wherever we have fractions, our influ-
ence has generally grown. In Berlin, that
Is, especially in Wedding, the most revolo-
tlonary and decisive working class quarter
of Berlin, our comrades harass the party
apparatus and we frequently learn from
leading party functionaries that in many
nuclei, with which we have no connections
at all &as yet, our conceptions and very of-
ten our proposals are defended. . . .

Proletarian Party Meet

The Proletarian Iarty, we learn from
Chieago, is to hold the national convention
in Detroit in May of this year. The signi-
ficance of this gathering lies In the fact
that the more than four years that have
elapsedd =ince the last national convention
of Lhe party have constituted a period in
which the Communist movement has passed
through its severest erisis from which it is
far from fissuing today. Lt is precisely in
these wears that the revolutionary move-
ment has witnessed the trahsformation of
the Leninist Imdernational into the inter-
national apparatus of the Centrist faction of
Stalin. It has not only been o period of
one ¢rashing defeat for Communlsm after
another (British general strike. uprisings in
Poland and Vienna, the catastrophic con-
clusion of the =econd Chinege revolution,
ete., ete.), but also of a theoretical back-
gliding into the morass of revigionism in
the most fundamental conceptions of Marx-
i=m.

The Proletarian PPariy, as is known,
has considered it=clf g Communist organi-
zation, loyal to the prineciples of Marxism—
amdl the international proletarian revolution,
even though it remained outside the frame-
work of the Communist Interpational, In
socalled specifically American questions, the
. 1", has maintained a sectarian hostility
to the officinl Communist Party, refusing
the instructions of the Comintern to merge
with its American section: in international
questions, the officlal position of the IM P.
has been an ungualified endorsement of the
prevailing  policies of the official Interna-
tional leadership not only in FEurope in
zeneral, but in the Soviet Union espeeially.
So far as its attitude towards the struggle
within the Comintern iz concerned, its
principal declaration has been n disgracefnl
article by one Nowak, which vepeats all
the  dreary  and  platitndinous  slanders
wminst the Opposition borrowed from the
liles of the Inprecorr.

Thiz nationally-restricted ontlook, large-
Iy akin to that of the Right wing Brandler
group in Germany, has not met with the
unanimons approbation of the P . meim-
bership. whose schooling in the elements of
Marxism has made it difficalt to swallow
the feeble substitntes for Marxist sclence
which are put forward by the “theoretic-
fan=" of the Stalin zehool, In some sec-
tions of the membership, nota hly in Chicago,
a - mew  interest has been gronsed in the
fundamental questions of principle raized
by the Lefp Opposition, aceompanied by a
desive to study, 1o nnderstand and to take
@ definite position on them. The realization
i= penetrating some of the members of the
P P that the Communist movement today
is no longer a whele, hut 2 body  «divided
into three pavts: the liquidarioni=t Rizht
wing, the Centrist swamp. and the Marxist
Opposition.  The leanings in the direction
of the latter which have been manifested
by some of the . I comrades are the
healthiest =ign of 5 ferment in the Trol-
etarlan Party that have been zeen far Tenrs,

Mot even the isolated existence of the
I . ean forever be a barrier to the entry
of  the fundamental disputed  guestions.
Whether these questions will actually come
up for discussion at the P P convention
depended in lnrge measure npon the ability
of the advanced memhers compelling sueh
a disenssion despite  the unwillingness of
some of the party leaders. Tt can be enid
that <honld the convention take place with-
ont =noch a discussion, it will end without
having accomplished anyvthine and conld
Just as wel never have been held—a gather-
ing of revolntonists whieh refuses to take
up these questions that have aplit the move-
ment is a gathering from which all life j=
removed because it i= removed from life
itself. We hope that this will not be the
tase, beeanse an objective and honest ex-
amination of the disputed questions wonld
mark n big step forward by the P, P.

Im future issues of the Militant, we ex-
pect 10 return to the question of the Prol-
etarian Party and itz Detroit convention.

i

M
IN ENGLISH IN GERMAN

“THE TURN IN THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL AND THE
GERMAN SITUATION"

By Leon Trotsky

Order from
THE MILITANT
84 East I0th Street, New York, N, Y,

S

If the number on your wrapper is

62

then your subscription to the Milltant has
expired. Renew immediately in order to
avoid missing any isesyes,



