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Notes of a Journalist

THE ENIGHTS OF ANTI-TROTSKYISM

The Pravda accuses Riutin—Rintin!—of
Trotzkyvism and the party must listen to all
this and suffer, This is what we have come
to! Let us briefly recall the past. The
initiators of the struggle agadinst Trotsky-
I=m were Zipoviev amd Kamenev., After
somme time they themselves came over to
the banner of Trotskyism; the fact that
they later desevted this banner dees not
change the matter, The chief. or rather,
the only theoretician of anti-Trotskyism was
Bucharin, wlw foatered the whole cam-
paign. He turned out to be—DBucharin, the
author of the progrom of the Comintern!
—"A bourgeois liberal” and “an agent of
the wreckens inside the party”™ His re-
peated repentance does not change this faet,
The Moscow organization was entrusted into
Uglanov = hands especially to carry on the
Eiruggle against Trofzkyism. His services
in this sphere wore more than onee given
official recognition. But no sooner had he
erushed  Moscow Trotskyism than he him-
self was exposed as an echo of the Kulak-
Nepman. At the head of the Moscow Cen-
tral Control Commission which was expell-
ing Trotskyites was the not unknown Moroz,
No =ooner had he completed his work of
expul=ion than it was recognized at the
joint session of the Moscow Committee
aml the Control Commission under the
direction of Stalin, thar Moroz, who was
the personification of the “party conscience”
on the JMoseow seale, in reality lacks all
consclence whatsoever (literally '), At the
head of the Krassnopresnensk distriet, the
main proletarian distriet in Moscow stood
Rintin, the pillar and hope of Uglanov, the
main theoretician of anti-Trotskyism in the
Moscow organization. Now he has  been
stamped o former Menshevik, g renegzade,
a wrecker, and is expellad from the party,
But nevertheless, between hiz Menshevism of
1917 and his wrecking of 1930 he has =ne-
ceeded in executing the chief work of the
Moscow orgamization in its strugele against
Trotzkyism,

We conld eontinue this compendinm in-
definitely bevond the confines of the U, s
5. R. In all the sectiong of the Comin-
tern the majority of those who direct the
struggle against Trotskylsm proved to be
Rights, ecounter-revolutionarvies and  rene-
gades. We must ask, did not their rene
gacy conzist precisely in the faet that they
conducted a stroggle for the extermination
of the only Marxizst, the only Leninist face-
tlom of contemporary communism?
HECKERT TEACHES
LIEEKNECHT

Fritz Heckert writes in an anniversary
article of the Pravda on the defeat of the
German  revolution of 1918-1919: “It was
a great mistake that the Spartacist union
considere]  itselfl as merely g propagandist
group in the ranks of the Social Democratic
party.”  Further on, he acenses Karl Lieb-
knecht, Rosn Luxemburg and Leo Jogisches
of “not having understood the rdle of the
revolutionary party."”

I this remark there rests g grain of
fruth even fhough it i3 expres=ed pedanti-
enlly, torn out of itz concrete historical
context, But this iz not what swe are con-
cerned with now,

If #r ecan be at all considered =2
mistake that Hesa  Luoxemburg and
Kar] Liebkpeeht maintained the Spariacoas
graunp in the pozition of o revolutionnry
faction inside the Hocial Deéemoeratic party
toon long, and by that impeded the vietory
of the German revolution, then what ean
be sald abong the gentleman whoe forelbly
compelled  the young Communist pacly of
Chinmg to enfter a purely bourgeois party,
abide by itz dizeipline, and even to give up
its duty of opposing Marxizsm to Suan-Yat-
Henism?

But it was precisely this crime that
was committed during 19231928 by the lead-
ership of the Comintern. Neverthelesz If was
Fritz Heckert who unfailingly defended the
eriminal policy of the Right-Centrist bloe
ngainst the Left Oppesition,  Isn't it clear
dhat Heckert shonld have beep o bhit o more
careful in relation to Karl Kiebknecht and
Rose Luxemburg?

THE STALINIST
RECRUITMENT

The newspapers print in almost every
TareLher

“We pon-party workers, in reply to the
doubde bookkeeping of ¢he Opportunists de-
chwe our adherence to the party.”

After this always follows a lst of work-
ers wi'h a1 note attached to each: twenty
veare of industrinl experience, twentv-five,
twentr-nine amd even thirtyv-three. Thus it
is= a matter of workers from forty to fifty
vears of age. All of them were mature at
tha time of the October revoalution and the
Civil War, Thiz 4id not prevent them from
remaining cul<ide the pafty. Only the dou-
ble honkkeeping of the two Chairmen of the
Couneil of Peoples’ Commissars—IRykov and
Syrzov—induced them to join the party.

What sort of workers are these who

by
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aneceeded in retaining their jobs in a fae-
tory, very often in the same factory, for
a period of 15 to 20 years prior to the rev-
olution? These are the meekest, the most
submissive, very often simply servile ele-
ments, the participants in the religions pro-
cessions, those who bring gifts to the boss
on his birthday. In the firsf years of the
revolution they did not even dare to think
of entering the party, But onee it Is or-
dered by the bosses, by the guthorities, they
cannot refuse. These are the elements and
lyers inside the working «lass to which
centrism looks more aml more for support,
sngoing at the same time, the mo=t advanced
workers.
THE GREATEST CRIME

Pravda has now formulated 0 new kind
of erime: “the Trotskyists’ methods of dis-
crediting the best pupil of Lenin and the
recognized leader of the party, comrade
Stalin®, Unfortanately, the most serious
beginning  of this Trotskyist method was
laid dewn ih Lenin's Testament where “the
best pupil” is acensed of rudeness. disloval-
1y, amd the tendency towards the abuse of
power, and where the parfy is recommended
to remove him from his post.
THE OFPPOSITION'S YESTERDAY

Pravda (November 21) criticizes in a
lengthy article the mistakes of A. I, Smirnoy,
the former People’s Commiszsar of Agricuol-
dure, and his successor . K Teodoroviteh
(1926-1927), and reveals their adherence to
the Kondratievz and others. The article
iz fundamentally a paraphrasing of the
written declarations which the Opposition
presented to the Central Committes in 1926G-
1927, and which met with the indignant re-
Jeotion of Stalin. Molotoyv and the others.
And so poor Pravda repents the Opposition's
vesterday.
“EYERYBODY REMEMBERS"

The paper For Industrialization, which
Iz conducted. by the way, in a very frivolons
manner, writes : “everybody remembers the
idea, advanced at one time by the wreckers
of the sonthern metal industey, that the
Dnieprostroy station should be constroated
only when there wonld be consmmers for the
power on hand. In other words, only after
the factories will have demanded power
should the construction of the station be-
zin. This was direetedd against Dnieprsiroy”
( November 3, 1930.)

“Everybody remembers! But come also
remeniher, besides this, that all these argu-
ments  were the basic arguments of the

Political Bureau in 1¥zwo
Voroschilov-Kalinin-Rykov—were all against
DImieprostroy, with the exceptiom of the
Ukrainians who were for Dnieprosiry for
Ukrainian considerations. Stalin declared
that to construet the Dnpieprostroy station
might he compared to a peasant buying a
phonopgraph instead of a eow. Voroschilov
olamored fhat it srould be ridicalous to con-
strnet g power siatlon for factories that do
not yvet exist.

All this js preserved in the stenographic
minutes of the Centrol Committee meetings.
THE MYSTERY OF REPENTANCE

Soviet Siberia informs us that in Kal-
atehinsk *the chief work and concern of
the Communists of late, has been the re-
copnition of mistakes and self-flagellation,
which is done with a particnlar pleasare
and frivolity.

Only in Kalatchinsk?

They now repent g easily as they blow
their noze.  The not unknown Dognschevsky
who, for a number of monfhs, was the pro-
verbinl extreme Ilight (in reality, he whas
not 4 Right winger, he simply did not eateh
the signal at the right moment amnd con-
tinned to play the old record), i< now not
only the responsible editor of the paper
For Industrialization but he also conducts a
furions eampaign against the Rightz, What
was required of him for this hizsh post?
Nothing in partienkir: to eat his hair, tnke
a bath and repent. And the fellow is again
e good ax new—uantil g new sig-xag,

Afrer these lines had been written, the
Alogseow paperz brought the latest news:
Boguschevsky was called on the carpet for
ealling the repentance of Buocharin, his
teacher of yesterday, double-bookkeeping.
Apain, he did not ecateh the signal on time
anid—he overreached himself. It can't be
helped., it's the risks of the trade.

THE BALD-HEADEID

COMMUNIST YOUTH
Why do von keep zilent,
Nicolal Ivanireh?
A fow lines to you and IRvkov
We are ready to devote,

Thiz iz a fragment of verses of Dezy-
mensky, the acensor of those who ecannot
defend them=elves, Nus=inov., who was eox-
pelled from the parvty, he ealls “a  most
villiinons abomination™.* There's o hold
and quick-witted poet for you! Further on
e speaks of the “villainoms earrion of 2l
oppogitions”’, even though the eminent Bezy.
mensky himz=elf onee belonged to one of the
oppositions, Amd all this is in the =tvle
of bald-headed Communist Younth.

*A play on the Russian name Nussinov.
Gmivosni menns abomination,

The Trend of the Economic Crisis

The year 1930 closed with indications
of a prolongation of the erizis in American
capitalism and the further wunboading of
the buriden of this erisiz upon the zhoulders
of the workine clazs. This condition exiszts
degpite the repeated foreeasts of the econ-
omizftz and busineszs leaders to the effect
that the revival would begin during the
latter part of laszt vear.

The months of November and Decomber
1930 witne=zed inereazing declines in bnziness
activity and a growth of unemployvment.
December closed with an index figure of
9.7 for “bmsiness activity.,” which marked
a drop of two-tenths pointz from the Nov-
ember figure of 759, The significoncee of
tlvis figore, i= that it i= the lowest point
reached since Mareh, 1908, These fizures re-
present a survey of the baziec and most im-
portant industries. numbering ten in all. Of
the ten tvpes. antomobile and bituminous
coal  production  alone, show an npwanrd
carve,  But the rvise of antomobile and bit-
minous conl production is purely seasonal,

The month of January 1931, one in
which a rise is to e expected because of
its spring preparatory character, shows an
unshifring position. Indices of =teel and pig
Iron production dropped sharply duaring the
first two weeks of the month. In addition
new orders in steel are far beloavy the ex-
pectations of the economists in spite of the
expieoted seasonal rise and the advanee in
automobile produetion.  Other factors [MFnt-
ing to the continuation of the erisiz exist
in the decline of freight loadings and the
deorease in electrie power production. It
I8 with the above indieations in mind that
Benjamin Baker, editor of the Annalist, is
prompted to remark in the izsue of January
16, 131 that “it may be that the compara-
tive stability of the business index for the
la<t two months of 1930 indicates that the
bottom of the current depression has leen
fully reached. but it isx not easy to he con-
fident on this point.”

The irresistible forece of the erizis has
effectively answered the myth of unending
prozperity and the super-power of American
capitalism. The object of capitalism at rhis
stage s to strive to emerge from the pre-
sent corisis in a comparatively short period
of time. Reams of paper are written to
convey thiz propaganda to the masses of
workers in order to quiet the growing dis-
satisfaction.

If past experiences are to be considered
in evaluating the length of time that it
will take to reach @ stage of “normaley™,
then ir is within rea=on to expeer that an
economic revival will not take pliee for
at least another yenr and a half., In the
talle below, which appeared in the Annalist
of Jannary 16th (1930 review issne) figures
appear showing  the lowest point  reached
in the business index during past crises and
the number of months required in reach-
ing “normaley.”

Baottom Length of

of Hecovery to

Depression  Nor'l (Mos.)
February 1885 T 17
Junge 1584 T2 13
Nowveniber 15006 TR 15
March 19058 Ll 15
November 1914 51 10
Mareh 1921 52 19

It will be ncticed that the average
length of recovery totalled almost 15 months.
However, with the exception of March
1821, the figures =peak of a period of the
ascent of world capitalism. In the first
eriziz following the world war, and faking
plhice in the perlod of the world decline
of capitalism the greatest number of months
required for a revival was reached. With
the month of December elosing at the lowest
point reached in twenty-two yvears and 6.3
points  below  the first post-war erisis of
1021, in addition to the faclor of a tleciny-
ing system. it iz evident that g revival is
a long way off,

In the field of forelsn drade n decline
of  SLTI7.780,000 from 1929 was recorded.
The total exports declined 25 per cent. in
value, and 20 percent. in quantity. SUrOne
exports  dropped 20 percent. below 1929,
while the decline  in areas exclusive of
Europe declined 30 percent,

The ¢oming year will witness the at-
tempt of  American  eapidalism fo jesne
from the crigiz by a two-fold policy of in-
ereased aggression in the field of foreizn
frade and @ continnation of the offensive
against dthe American working-cluss. This
is inevimable with the contraction of the
world and home market and the growing
compedition of the imperialist powers in
efforts to Issue out of their diffienlties. The
tendencies in this direction are long exist-
ent; they are an integral part of Imperialist
capitalism. but in the present period of a

within the tromgest imperialist country
in the world, they will be accentuated many
times. Already the Tnited States is mak-
ing aggressive efforts to defeat the British
Empire in the struoggle for winning the Latin
American market., The same type of pene-
tration is to be observed with rezards to
the Orient. The Young Plan, the War
Debts, amd similar instanees of attempts at
cconomiec domination point to the effonts
made in putting Europe complefely on ra-
tionz.

The efforts to emerge from the eriziz hy
dominating 4he world market more com-
pletely can have nothing but catastrophie
results for capitall=m. In the stroggle for
supremacy the United States will mest ter-
rific resistanee from  the other capitalist
powers and viece-ver=n. We are living 19-
day in a period of the decline of world
capitalism. a period which Lenin desceriled
ns one of “wars and revolution”., There-
fore the stroggles for domination of the
world market can have no other offect hat
that of weakening eapitali=m srill fur-
ther and preparing its oventual destrnetion.

At home {he burden of the erizis rests
entirely npon the shonliders of the workine
lass, Capitalisin has proved azoin that
it cannot and will not provide for the work-
ing class,

Every crigis in  capitalism  finds  the
working class =affering the lnrdens of such
eriges. The Standaml Statistics  Cerpedra-
tion estimates that doring the firsr nine
months of 1030 dividends inereased more
than a billion dellars over the vear 10920,
while wages during this same perimd  de-
clined over 8800000000, The Annalist fig-
ures point to a drop in factory employment
512 for December o= agnin=t 8521 for Nov-
ember. It f= also wecorded that factory
piryrolls are at the lowest point sinee April
1922, declining to 722 for December from
dhe November index of T35, The estimated
decrease in wages for the entive vear of
a0 is placed at o Billion dollars 5 month "’
The whole tendency i= toward further ra-
tlonalization.

UL 8B, capitalizm i= making offortz o
overcome the orizi= by inerensing the ex-
ploitation of the workers. This will be e-
comnpanied by continoed nnemplovment, in-
crea=e of dthe working hours. and nation-
wide wage-ents. The  talble  below  thken
from Labor's News is= illnminating in re-
gards to dhe tendencies townrd Wwitle-<presd
wige-cufting,

April  May June

Wage Increases 32 42 o
Wage Decreases 25 33 5
July Aug. Sept. et NOV.
44 33 —-— i ] 403
L 63 136 — o

The above fizures represent the wam-
ber of business organizations that institgted
either wage increases or wage ents. The
mrowlng  wage-cuts  are  easily  obtained.
The ratio of this table shows that for CVery
15 workers that receive wage incresnses, 55
workers  experience wage ocuts. OFf addi-
tional importance is the faet fhat the grant-
ing of wageincrenses was confined in the
main to the organized workers. while the
great mass of unskilled and unoveanized
workers suffersd heavy lzssos

In consideration of past experience, and
the ndded difficnlties of a moribund capital-
ism the end of the crisis Is far o seek.
The effects of the poliey of Ameriean eapi-
talism can have but a two-fold effect. It
will, on the one hand. accelerate the nnt-
zouisms= of world imperialism and the strng-
gles of the working class at home. The
American working class has a long way
te @ to reach the stage of class conscions-
ness aml o will to stroggle. Buat that it is
o that read and will continue to travel
it, i indisputable. The coming yoar will
witnes= no apprecialde improvement in the
present  erisis, But the burden of rhat
erisi= will be placed more heavily upon the
backs of not only the American working
class bur the world proletariar as well.

—ALBERT GLOTZIIR.

BULLETIN of the RUSSIAN OPPOSITION

The latest izsue of the official organ of the
Itussian Bolshevik-Leninist Opposition, pub-
lished as a double puwmber, has just heen
received.  Some of the material contained
in this highly interesting issue s ns follows:

Suceess of Socialism and the Dangers of Ad-
venturism — Declaration of comrade Rak-
avshky and Others—Statement of Rakov-
sky, Muralov amd Others to the Oon-
tral Committee of the Russian Party
— Comrade Selin‘tehenko in Stal-
inist Exile — A New Vietim of
Stalin (Comrade Kote Zinzadze)
etr., efe,
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