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«Austro-Oppositionism»

The Austrian Opposition movement ls
sertainly not lacking in sorprises. Unfor-
tunately, these surprises are rarely rejoicing.
At the very moment when, after {wo years
of efforts to ovencome incredibly petty and
unprinelpled quarrels the question of creat-
ing a united section of the international Lefg
Opposition assumed concrete forms in Aus-
tria and the International Bureau began to
elaborate its concrete proposals, the leader-
ship of the Austrian Communist Party (Op-
position) announces in a letter signed by
Frey and 16 other comrades, their formal
withdrawal from the International Left Op-
position. The declaration is formulated to
these words:

“To the International Secretariat of the
Left Opposition, Paris:

“Zinee their visit to Vienna, we announ-
ced to comrades Molinler and Mille that
while being in political agreement—this poli-
tleal agreement still exists now—we have
for some time considered with growing doubt
and without confidence the false and dishon-
est organizational methods which comrade
Trotsky and the International Secretariat
employ in practise.

“We hoped that this would be changed
after the impressions comrades Mille and
Molinier obtained in Austria. But we have
been greatly deceived. The letter of com-
rade Mille of November 12, and above all,
that of comrade Trotsky of November 18,
1930, as well as the supplements it contained,
have deprived us of the last bit of confld-
Ence.

“Consequently, we formally withdraw
our adherence to the International Left Op-
position

“A supplement on the decision on the
expulsion of Stift iz enclosed.

“The above letter was adopted by the
unanimous decision of the Opposition lead-
erghip.

The latter gpeaks of false and dishonest
(that is, anti-Communist) organizational
methods of the International Opposition, and
above all of its secretariat and comrade
Troteky. ‘The lightness and unspeakable
lack of seruple of this accusation which
requires no comment for any serlous Left
Communist, are shown by the fact alone
that the accusers are in no position to give
their estimate a precise political expression,
based on facts and couched in Communist
language. They resort to diplomatic figures,
speaking of “growing doubts”, “confidence”,
“pergonal impressions” and the like. In-
stead of answering for their charges before
the international tribunal, they reveal them-
gelves in a ridiculous and shameful manner.
Certainly these are not the methods of the
International Left Opposition.

It is not the first time that Frey (we
speak of him as the representative of the
administration of the A. C. P. [Opposition],
believes he must feel himself greatly de-
celved.,” ¥From the very Dbeginning, Frey
gave hls adherence and his “confidence” tc
the International Opposition on the sole con-
dition that the latter express a priori its
confldence in his organization and his whole
past activity, and that it proseribe all the
other Anstrian Opposition groups, with
which Frey had had or still has more or
less important differences — differences
which, in any case, ‘have no importance now
for the International Opposition. On this
queation, there was an exchange of letiers
between comrade Trotsky and Frey and his
friends which lasted for months, in which
comrade Trotsky, given the absence of any
programmatic or ‘tactical divergences, Te-
commended a broad unity move on the basis
of a common platform, as the only possibil-
ity of rallying in a revolutionary manner
the Left Communist elements. The conclu-
gions drawn by Frey, at various periods in
the correspondence, were rich in changes as
to hiz formal attitude towards the Interna-
tional Opposition.

In September 1929, he declared that he
wanted to retain a “free hand” towards
the International Opposition and 0 remain
a “syrmpathizing” member. In April 1830,
refused to partieipante in the International
be had te “settle” the “disputes” in ques-
conference of the Left Opposition, becaunse
tion with the Russian Opposition. After the
“final” formal adherence, he again played
{during the sojourn of the French comrades
in Vienna) with the idea of resigning, in
order to preserve “elbow room™ for “settl-
ing” the nasty Austrian affairs. Now he
takes refuge in abandoning the “last bit of
confidence”.  This puerile and formalistic
hocus-pocug can only arounse astonishment
and regret. But if one considers further
the obstinate refusal to collaborate actively
in the international work, one concludes that
Frey, by now occupying the position of na-
tional-Communism, only quits the position of
a fletitious internationalism. He does not
we in his adherence to the Intermational
&ft Opposition the consequence of &4 com-
numity of action and program, but a forms:1

organizational maneaver useful for cover-
ing up private factional interests. So that
we see In Austria a very unedifying spec-
facle where, in alternating cyeles, one of
the Left Oppostlon groups makes the best
of its solidarity with the International Op-
position while it hopes thereby to hit a blow
at the other group.

As tg the letter of comrade Trotsky, in-
¢loding the supplements of November 16,
it doubtlessly concerns the copy of a leiter
from comrade Trotsky sent to the admini-
stration of the A. C. P. (Opposition) and
addressed to Stift and four other comrades
expelled from the A, C. P. (0.) following
upon internal disputes in which, considering
themselves as expelled, these comrades con-
tinued to call themselves members of the
International Opposition and partisans of
any movement for Austrian unity, and had
appealed to the Interpational Bureau. With-
out desirlng to anticipate the .formal deel-
sion of the International Bureau or ex-
pressing any final opinion on the differences
(considering that some had attributed capi-
tulationlst tendencies to these comrades),
comrade Trotsky, in 2 most cauntions man-
ner, had admitted the possibility of modify-
ing the internal régime of the Austrian Op-
position. (Moreover, for the united Opposi
tion which was to be formed, he had made
quite precise proposals as to the internal ré-
gime and the relations with the International
Opposition.)

It seems that these doubts, which com-
rade Trotsky expressed in a very prudent
manner, concerning the organizational meth-
ods of the administration of the A. C. P.
{0.) were enough for Frey to resume hig
old lamentations on the methods of Zinov-
lev-Bucharin-Stalin in the International Op-
position and to take flight “formally”. To
call the Intermational Left the “caricature
of the Comintern” is the favorite method of
the Brandler-Neuraths, who have created a
caricacure of the prewar Inmternational un-
der the form of a flexible union of the vari-
cus pational currents who are greatly con-
cerned about their own “antonomy™. Frey,
on his part, demands for the A. C. P, (0.)

more thaf “antonom, complete “nomn-
intervention™ of the It ional, exclusive-
ly under the form of an uwvretricted sanc-
tiondng of all his measvres. Obviously these
are not the methods of the Intéernational
Left.

In Austria, considerable sectlons of the
present Oppositionist groupings (above all
the group around Frey) were at one time
(since 1922) already engaged within the
party in violent and ceaseless faction fights
which, while being objectively the expres-
gion of the regroupings in the Communist
camp, nevertheless revolved around specifie-
ally Austrian questions. The traditions of
the old factional grouplngs are today still
the basizs of the Internal frietion of the Aus-
triam Opposition movement, and have glven
birth 40 a species of Austro-oppositionism,
the principal character of which is the lack
of international orientation based upon very
marked fraotional prineiples and pettiness,
which is well illustrated by the resignation
of the administration of the A. C. P. (0.)
which came in 24 hours. But Frey and
his comrades are not the only ones in this
case: the Mahnrof group which, not with-
ot internal obstacles, declared itz adher-
ence to the International Opposition, has
not yet come to the point of translating it
in its jomrnal, which does not appear as the
organ of the Left Opposition but as the
“organ of the workers' struggle”

Frev and his comrades, in quitting, say
at the same time that they are politically
in complete agreement swith the Internation-
al Left. They believe it possible to aubsti-
tute for the community of struggle with the
Left, which is indissolubly bound wp with
its program and itg activity, the isolated
existence In one country. In other words,
they want to put a natiomal-socialist basis
nnder the revolutionary program of the Left
Isn't it absurd to speak in such a case of
political agreement? No, the Intermational
Left Opposition bas nothing in common with
this opportunism.

The document underlines the unanmity
of the decision. It is sad that among the
leading comrades nobody opposed this clear
turn to mnationalist Austro-oppositionlsm.
Thus, one can only hope that the worker-
members of the A, C. P, (0.) will know how
to defend internationalism against Austrian
provincialism. ~—JAN FRANEKEL.

Julio A. Mella

This Janvary tenth is the second an-
niversary of the death I» Mexico City of
comrade Jullo Antonio Mella, assassinated
by hirelings of the Machado regime in Cuba.
With Mella's death the Latin-American and
world Communist movement lost one of its
ablest and most devoted fighters. The mur-
der was only one of a long series commit-
ted by the Wall Street-supported Cuban die-
tator on the persons of working class lead-
ers. Too numerous even to mention have
been the Communist party members and
leaders and the militant trade unioniste
assassinated by the “tropieal Mussolini” in
his attempt to impede the growth of a
sirong working class movement capable of
overtbrowing what is doubtless the most
odious of all the puppet régimes of Latin-
Ameriea. Assassinaied on the streets, tor-
tured to death in their cells, fed to the
sharks of Havana Bay, massacred in the
streets, the number of Cuban revolutionists
murdered in this struggle is already legion
and the total continues to mount under the
pressure of the general industrial erisis and
general mass discontent on the island.

For a number of years comrade Mella
was the outstanding leader of the Cuban
movement. KEven In hiz student days, he
distingnished himself notably for his edu-
cational activities among the Havana work-
ers with the organization of the “Universi-
dad Popular—José Marti”, and for his lead-
ership in a number of student movements,
50 intense in their agitation against the
Machadoe régzime, that Machade had to rlose
the Nationnl University in 1925

Exiled from Cuba

Julio Mella, together with a number of
other comrades, mostly Communists was

posed “bomb plot”. They were held illegal-
ly without trial for some time in spite of
the efforts of the workers and students to
have them freed. Finally, through a 19 day
hunger strike, which brought about a con-
tinent-wide protest movement, Mella's lib-
erly was granted on condition that he im-
mediately leave the country. He was sent
to Honduras, from which county he was
deported to Guatemala and then re-deported
to  Alexico. The Mexican government of
Calles, at that time posing as an anti-im-
perialist government, offered him asylum.

In Mexico, in spite of continual dis-
agreements with the opportunist heads of
the AMexican party, Melln soon became one
of the outstanding leaders. Because of in-
ptructions, the Mexiean party practically
compelled Mella, as well a3 many other
foreign comrades, to dedieate themselves to
anti-imperialist work almost exclusively.
Mella was for a considerable period general
secretary of the Continental Secretariat of
the All America Anti-Imperialist Leagoe,
and in this manner his energies were to a
great extent side-tracked from the fields
where he would have been most useful to
the movement. Later, however, for a period
in 1928, Mella occupied provisionally the
genernl secretaryship of the C. P. of Mexico.
But upon the return of the delegation from
Mozcow after the Sixth World Congress of
the Comintern, comrade Mella was not only
removed from this provisional post but was
alzo summarily removed from the Central
Committes, upon the insistence of the right
wing . E. C. led by Martin (Stirner) and
Carrillo. In a former period Mella had been
aceused of “Trotskyism™, and only through
4 formal renunciation of the point of view

framed up by the Havana police in a sup-of the Teft Opposition which was probably
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the greatest political mistake of his party
career, was he allowed to remain in the
leadership.

At the time of Mella's occupancy of the
general secretaryship, the C. E. C. for the
firat time discussed serlously a deflnite break
with the national bourgeoisle. During the
whole past period, the orlentation of the
party on trade union questions had con-
tinnally been towards work -within the
CROM, and In an “autonomous” sense only
Insomuch asz a close collaboration with “pro-
gressive” state governors made this possible.

At the time of the breakdown of the
CROM, when whole labor federations of
atates and of trades, (Puebla, printing
trades, ete.) were deeclaring themselves in-
dependent of the reformist center under
the Left slogan of “against the bureau-
eracy,” ete, the convocation of a unity com-
ference of the autonomous unions became
quite opportune. Such a step, I taken at
the right time, w'ould have served to separ-
ate not only “our own" unioms of Jallsco,
Tamaulipas, ete., from the local politiclans,
but also would have prevented the Obregon-
ists from establishing thelr hegemony over
the organizations recently rebelled from the
CROM.

Mella against the Right Wing

At this time it was Inevitable that large
sections  should reorientate themselves on
this gquestion, and comrade Julic Mella was
umong the first to come forward in the
Mexieo City branch in support of the call-
ing of a trade union unity conference for
the formation of a new center. For thiax
reason, and through a revival of the old
“Trotskyist” accusations, the Right wingers
droounced him as dislopal and he was re-
muovid from the C. E. C.

In September 1928, an emergency con-
ference of the party was called to discuss
the change in the political sitnation. At
this conference, Martin demanded the ex-
pulsivn of Mella for the crime of working
against the party line in the direction of
“dnal unlonism.” The Right wing proposed
i united front with the reformists against
the Obregonists (and Left wing CROM mem-
bers) who were gplitting the unlons. Buat
instead of Mella being expelled from the
party at that time, he was successful, to-
gether with the Mexico City delegation, in
rallying the whole conference, with one ex-
ception, 40 a struggle against the opportun-
ist tail-endism of the Central Committee,
This is not the time and place do discuss
at length the manner in which the C. E. .,
5till dominated by the Right wing, carried
out the décisions of the September 1928 con-
ference. From a policy of sabotaging the
decisions they soon flopped over, under the
influence of the new winds from Moscow,
to an adventurist sectarian opsition. TLack
of mobility in the most opportune moment,
and lack of serious organization afterwards,
wrecked from the start swhat might have
become under a more able leadership, the

greatest force in the Mexican labor move-
ment,

Much of Julio Mella's activity while in
Mexico was wrapped up in the organization
known as the ANERC (Association of New
Revelationary Emigrés from Cuba) and the
publication of its Cuba Libre (Free Cuba).
Numerous differences arose between the
comrades of the Communist fraction of the
ANERC in Mexico and the C. E. (. of the
C. I of Mexico, and the relations between
Mella and the party leadership became ex-
ceedingly tense towards the end wof 1928, In
the very last days of the year, barely two
weeks before his assassination by the agents
of President Machado, comrade Julio Mella
was expelled from the party by the decision
of the C. E. C. They had taken advantage
of a very rash leftler in which he had de-
clared his inubility to collaborate with the
party leadership, tendering his resignation,
No execuses for this great mistake on Mella's
part can be made bot it goes withont say-
ing that the C. .E C. adopted anything but
the ecorrect attitude when he was so sum-
marily expelled. Ope week later, that is
about Jamuwary 3, 1920, Mella requested a
reconsideration, making a complete recogni-
tion of this error on his part. It was de
cided to reinstate him in the party, with
the stipulation that he was to hold no posts
of responsibility for a period of three years.
On Janpary 10th he was shot dead in the
street by Machado's assasins.

THE CLASS IN MARXIAN ECONOMICS

Our class in Marxian Eronomics has
been reorganized, with comrade Arne Swa-

beck (recently arrived from Chicago) as
instruetor.

This class, sponsored by the Communist
League of Ameriea (Opposition) N. Y.
branch, is open to gll class consclous workers
desirons of obtaining a serious and correat
Marxist education. A method of student
initiative is belng pursued.

All workers interested in taking the
course communleate with the "l office
84 Bast 10th Street.



