Molotov Takes Rykov'sPlace

The decision of the Central Committee
of the U. 8. 8. R. to free Rykov from hik
funotions as chairman of the People's Com-
missars of the U. 8. 8 R. “upon bis own
request”, has only confirmed a state of af-
fairs that has existed for many months,
This measure was prepared by many stages:
campaign in the press, cuiting off a part
of the power by the designation of Byrzov
to the chairmanship of the Feople's Com-
missars of the Russian Republic, vaca-
ttons “for reasons of health”, and fnal-
ally dismissal “apon his own request”. The
struggle against the Right is now entering
Into what could be called the stage of or-
ganizational measures.

The continuous fire of the press which
prepared the attack has accomplished its
tagk: now it iz the “light cavalry’ of the
Control Commission, of the agents of the
G. P. U. within the party, of the whole of
Stalin's apparatus of secret repression which
is beginning to funotion.

The organizational measure against Ry-
kov was only the beginning of this attack.
The TASS agency reports that Tomsky,
Dogadov and Ossingsky have been relieved
of their functions as vice-presidents of the
Supreme Council of National Economy of
the U. 8. 8. R.

Why Stalin Dumps the Right

Why does Stalin find the moment pro-
pitious to rid himeslf of the Right wing?
What is the political significance of the at-
tack launched by Stalin against the Right?
The Bulletin of the Russian Opposition
which has just appeared writes in an arti-
¢le on the campaign agaicst the Right:
“Just as the smashing of the Left Opposi-
tiom at the Fifteenth Congress in December
1927 immediately preceded the Left turn,
which officially opened on February 135, 1928,
s0 the inevitable turn to the Right will have
to be preceded by an organizational smash-
ing of the Right Opposition. Why? Be
cause if this turn should be made with the
canse if this turn should be made with the
presence of the Rights in the Central Com-
mittee, the latter would declare their soli-
darity with the turn, and by that, wounld
not only make their expulsion from the
party difficult but in general would addi-
tionally marr the perfection of the general
line." (Militant, Janpary 1, 1831.)

The symptoms that proclaim the turn to
the Right in economic policy and, later on,
in the whole policy of the Comintern, sym-
ptoms which we have signalled on the oc-
casion of the last capitulation of Bucharin,
is making itself manifest today in a clear
manner. Centrism remains faithful to it-
gelf, 1o its own nature. After having taken
adventurist flights in economie policy (the
five year plan in four years and complete
colectivization). Stalin conld no longer come
to 5 timely halt, and adapt the development
of production to the real forees of the coun-
try, ag comrade Trotsky counselled in kis
articles and comrades Rakovsky, Muralov
and others in their declarations of April
and to the Bixteenth Congress. Today, so
as not 4o end in roin, Centrism is obliged
to make its customary brusk change in the
opposzite direction by resorting to the Right.
But in order at the same {ime to save, as
comrade Trotsky says, the "perfection” and
the “prestige” of hiz gemeral line, Stalin con-
tinnes to employ the same perfidions man-
enver which consists of ideologleally strip-
ping his adversary after having destroyed
him by apparatus measures,

An Open Secred

Thiz game is effective and capable of
Iulling the mas=es so0 long=as it is not un-
masked, so long as the marked eards are
not nneovered. Today, the Stalinist tactle
haz become an open seeref, Inside the party,
amongz fthe working masses, in the factories,
they speak openly and transzlate into work-
ere’ language the perfidious malice of the
“goneek” (general seeretnry). The bourge-
olsip ton, s beginning to disclose the com-
bination aml is already calcnlating the pro-
fite it can draw from it. The petty hour-
geols  jonrnalists of the eapitalist press
are alrendy announcing the  radieal
change fto the Right of the one they
ciall with unacknowledged admiration “the
flexible Georgian”. Also. the correspondent
of the London Sunday Times telegraphs from
Mo=cow in jovous accents: “The necessity
of trimming the salls to the Right has now
become urment: Rykov, Tomsky and the
others are withdrawn so0 ag to give Stalin
the possib’lity of realizing by himself, whol-
ly or partially, the program of the Right
opposition.”

Thiz new administrative change of
Atalin has two aspects: he liquidates the re-
presentatives of the Right in the Soviet in-
atitutions in the persom of Hrkov, Tomsky
and othera, and rids the Communist Inter-
natlonal of the outstanding representatives

THE MILITA

- i -

NT Vol. IV, No. 2, Ja

of the “third period” in the persom of Molo-
tov. The alm is always the same: the meth-
odical preparation of the turn to the Right
on & natlonal and international scale. The
correspondents of the Balletin of the Ros-
sian Opposition stress that for a certain time
already the relations between Stalin and
Molotov have become “spoiled”. Stalin was
very much dissatisfied with Molotov's policy
in the C. I. and accused him . . . of having
Invented the “third period” and of having
led the C. I. to its decline. It is not dif-
ficult to foresee that “the best disciple of
Lenin and the chief of the world proletariat”
{see the pamphlét on the fiftieth anniversary
of 8Stalin and the preface to it) will unload
all the ultra-Leftist mistakes he committed
with Molotov in the Comintern upon the
latter, and the Soviet press will undentake
to make the mew president of the People's
Commissars understand that he will remain
alone in bearing the responsibility for the
policy, consistent in its stupidity, of the
“third period”. For the high post of Presi-
dent of the People's Commissars of the T.
8. 8 R, after the luckless experience of
Rykov, will not for a moment hinder the
‘Htaliniat apparatuas from treating the head
of the Soviet government with every name
in order to safeguard the prestige of the
general secretary of the party.

New Right-Center Bloe?

Wheo is going ito lead the Comintern now
in Molotov's place? The return of Buch-
arin to the leading ecircles of the C. I. is
spoken of. A new Stalin-Bucharin bloe,
then, iz being realized. The personal com-
binatiom is of little import, it is the tendency
of a similar bloe that seems possible to us.
But the objective conditions of the U. 8. 8.
H. have changed considerably since 1925-27.
The Thermidorian elements are more num-
erous and bolder than before. They can in-
terpret this new turn to the Right as an
encouragement to the liquidation of all the
institutions of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. There is no doubt that they will
try o put over their work under cover of
the new Centrist zig-zag. The Left Opposi-
tion warns the Centrist leadership against
this danger. The possibilities of maneuver-
ing between the Loft and the Hight become
ever more restricted. The Stalinist leader-
ship will be compelled by advancing events
to choose between the Leninist positions of
ithe Left Opposition or the complete dis-
creditment of its “prestige” and the con-
queatz of the October revolution, —M, MILL.

CONTRIBUTIONS

The following donations have been re-
eeivedd by the Militant =ince December 156,
We know that our members and sympath-
izers ean do much better than this and we
hope that the next list will show Improve-
ment. Those who are not In position to
zive much of ftheir time to the organization
gshonld tax themselves from ften to twenty-
five per cent of their weekly Income and
gend in their contributions regularly. Am
increase in the income will mean an imme-
diate increase in the literature output, and

a return to a weekly paper. How muach

can you pledge weekly?
New York Branch ......... $82.00
Chicago Branch ........... 21.04)
Helen Judd, Chieago ....... 50,00
Kansas City Branch........ 30.00
N. Berman, N. Y. C. ....... 3500
A, Glotzer, N. Y. C. ........ 10.00
M. Lewit ... oiniiinnnan 10.50
H. Stone, N. Y. C. .......... 5.00
M. Sterling, N. Y. C. ........ 3.00
P. Koeppel, N. Y. C, ........ 3,00

A. C. Miller. Williston, N. I, 800
Blecher, N. Y. ............. 1.0
I. Gitlin, Newark, N. J. .... 500
Anonymons, Cambridge, Mass. 2.00
Wm. Peterson, 8t. Paul .... 3.00
I.Shafron, Sharon, Pa. .. 3.00
Anonyvmous; N. Y. C. ....... 50
Anonymous, Brooklym ...... 1.00
Vincent Dunne, Minneapolis 6.00
It Plarimes, Youngstown, O. for

C. (., Chelot, 8. Frank.. 6.00
Lucas Basky, Palisades, N. J. 1.00
Frank Basky, L. I. City.... 100
Lonis Weserk, Chicago ..... 1.0:0
A, Coben, Baltimore ........ 3.00
R. N. Davls, Pittsburgh Pa... 1.0
Anonymons Minneapolis,.... 3.00
Sue Weeks, Paterson, N. J... 100
Joz, Keller, Cleveland, 0... 1.00)
H.Hegedus, 80, Bend, Ind. ..  1.00
Geo. Roberts, 8t. Louis Mo. 3.00
Anonymouns, Minneapolis 1.00
Rose Powell, Richmond, Calif. 2.00
A. Friend, Newrak N. J..... 3.00
. Cheskis, Boston. Mnass.... 2.00
Jag, Sifakls, Pittsburgh. Pa.. 3.00

L] -

n15, 1931,

FPublished twice monthly by

] L2

the

The Sponsor Plan

Did ycu read “The Turn in the Com-
munist International and The Situation in
Germany” by Leon Trotsky? Also “The
Strategy of the World Revolution™ by Leon
Trotsky? If you have, you undoubtedly no-
ticed in the foreword an acknowledgment fo
those comrades who made the printing of
these two pamphlets possible. That is what
we call the sponsor plan. One or more Com-
rades get topether and comtribnte in ad-
vance the cost of printing a pamphlet. We
print it and distribute it through our or-
ganization, reaching out to as many class
consclons workers as we can possibly reach.

Just at this writing we have ready for
printing the next pamphlet by Trotsky,
“Unemployment and the Five Year Plan.”
But we have no sponsors for it as yet.

Branches and Individuals who ¢an under-
take the sponsorship of “Unemployment and
the Five Year Plan"” are strongly urged to
communicate with the national office at once.

Next in order of publieation will be
“Syndiealism and Communism" a pamphlet,
and “The Permanent Revolution™ a book,
oth by comrade Trotsky., Sponsors are
wanted for all of these.

INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN OF THE
LEFT OFPPOSITION COMING OUT

IN ENGLISH

The Infernastional Bulletin of the Left
Opposition, published by the Internatbonal
Seerotarint of the Opposition at Paris, is
soon o appear in a complete Engiiﬁh edi-
tion. IHitherto, the Bulletin has been pub-
lished in the French and German languages.
which has made it inaccessible to many
comrades in this and other coundries. By
a decision of the National Committee of {he
Communist League of America (Opposition),
the Bulletin is now coming out in English
as well.

The first number of the English edition
will he a double number., publishing all the
material that appeared in Nos. 1 and 2 of
the DParis edition. The complete comtents
have been translated and the Bulletin will
be ready for distribution in a very few days.
It will contain highly important articles
on the position of the various groups of the
Left Opposition throughout the world., It has
the first manifesto of the Paris International
Conference, anticles on dthe movement in
France, Germany, Belgium, Chima, Bulgaria,
Greeoe, Austria, ete., ete. It is invaluable
for a knowledge of the Opposition movement
and shounld be in the hands of every class
conactons militant.

The English edition will sell for 10
cents a copy, postpald, and 7 cents in bun-
dles of five or more. Since only a limited
amount are being issued, all comrades are
urgently requested fo send in their orders
immediately so as to insure delivery in time,
Orders and funds should be forwarded dir-
cotly to The Militant, 84 East 10th Street,
New York, N. Y.

HAYE YOU THESE MISSING COPIES?

The National Office is anxions to bind
the past three yvears of the Militant so that
they ¢an be had in a permanent form. Un-
fortunately. our files have been depleted,
particularly of some issnes. In order to
bind them, we must have an  additional
amonnt of two copies especially: Veol, 1,
No. 1, of November 135, 1928, and Vol 1I,
No. 4, of February 15, 1929, Comrades who
have these on hand are urgently requested
to forward them to us immediately.

IN ENGLISH IN GERMAN

“THE TURN IN THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL AND THE
GERMAN SITUATION"

By Leon Trotaky

A penetrating examination of the dis-
placements in the relationships of
soclal forces evidenced by the recent
electione in Germany the meaning of
the sensational Fascist victory, its
connection with the new poliey of the
Stalinist apparatus, and a proposal
for action and perapective for the Com-
munigtg. The edition, printed only a
few weeks ago, is almost exrhausted.
Quick response will bring your copy
immediately—in English or German,
at the same price: 10 cents each or
T cents In bundle order rates.

Order from
THE MILITANT
54 East 1Mh Street, New York, N. Y.

Communist League

AARON GROSS

On Batorday, January 3, 1931, Aarc
Grosa, one of the well-known leaders of the
Left wing and Communist movement in the
needle trades, dded of heart failuore, at the
age of 38. Born in Poland, he came to the
United States shortly before the war and
became active in the needle trades union.
Later on, he joined the Communist Party
and was prominently identified with the
Left wing movement in the needle trades,
and particularly in the International Far
Workers Union of which he became vice-
pregident. He was at the head of the fam-
ous furriers’ strike of 1926 which the Left
wing led and which brought the conflict be-
tween it and the Right wing bureaucracy to
a sharp point. It was during the strike of
1927 that Gross was savagely assaulted by
Right wing gangsters who ¢ut him so ser-
fously with knives that his life was in dan-
ger Tfor a while, The injuries he suffered
at that time contributed to a large extent
to the illness which compelled him to de
part for Los Angeles a while ago in an en-
deavor to recover his health. His death came
suddenly. He leaves a wife, Sarab, and
two soms, Morris and Arthur.

During his years in the party, comrade
Grogs was alwayve associated with the Love-
atone group in general and with the Zim-
merman-Worlis-Gold faction of opportunists
in the needle trades in pacticular. A devoted,
energetic and courageous worker in  the
movement, he was nevertheless always on
that side of the struggle in the Left wing
which opposed the adoption and execntion
of a geouinely Communist course. Like
many of his intimate collaborators In the
Left wing, and later in dhe Needle Trades
Workers Industrial Union, he was subsequ-
ently made one of the scapegoats for the
whole past policy of the party in the needle
trades upon the advent of the recemt nltra-
Leftist course. IHe was expelled from the
party together with other supporters of the
Right wing faotion. He did not live to see
the consummation of the bloe between his
party fraction and a section of the trade
unjon bureancracy against whom he helped
lead the needle irades workers in some of
their most brillinnt batdtles,

Though we were on opposite sides of
the struggle in the Communist movement,
the Left Opposition bows in tribmte before
thiz fallen fizghter whe rose from the many-
thousand ranks of the bitterly exploited
needle drades workers and helped in their
heroic upward struggle to freedom.

The Relapse into Trotskyism

{Continued from page 1)
to entrust him in any ecase with leading
work." 8o much for the information of our
trustworthy men who are absolutely sure.

Who Teaches Leninism

A certain Bhanduns has come upon the
scene in recent fimes as a blg figure (right
now he is 4 member of the Central Control
Commission of the party, responsible diree-
tor of the depamment of cotton).

He fulminates against all the deviations
and passes for one of the defenders of “Len-
inism" (see Pravda of December 14). A
few words to characterize him: in 1927, he
was an adherent of the Left Opposition.
Member of the Central Committee of the
Armenian party, he was unmasked by the
Stalinists, This hero became frightened
and renounced all his ideas. But that is
not all. The next day he was pressed to the
wall by the workers' nucleus to which he
belonged and which followed the Left Op-
position. To the question: “Why didn’t you
defend your conceptions in the Central Com-
mittee,” this fabulous hero replied: “I fool-
el them in the Central Committee, my sonl
belongs te you” And this individual is to-
day one of the pillars of “genuine Lenin-
ism"”. It is an eloquent fact that it is such
wretched creatures who are educating the
new generation in the spirit of loyalty, conr-
age and militancy. At the same time, the
best revolutlonists are perishing In exile,
ZINZADZE I8 DEAD! This organizer of
the eivil war in the Caucasns, president
of the Caunensian G. P, U, member of the
party since 1803 who helped to erush the
Menshevik insurrection of 1924, imprisoned
for years hy czarism, escaped from Men-
shevik prisons in 1920, in short, one of the
exemplary and most econrageous chiefs of
the old Dolshevik party dies in exile, and
Pravda has not a word for him except for
a farewell of his wife and children. These
facts must be explained to the party mem-
bers. The struggle must be carried on with
them against the Stalinist régime which does
nothing but weaken the resistance of the
party and endanger the Soviet power,

—8ENINE.
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