In the Amalgamated

A Worker on Hillmanism

JUSTICE FOR ORGANIZED WORKERS, by
Louis Kirshbaum, Post Office Box 200
Station A., Brooklyn N. Y.

In simple narrative form the writer
of this booklet, a rank and file member of
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union
gives an account of his experiences with
the officialdom of the union, of the condi-
tions in the shops of the policiez of the
organization and the existing regime that
maked the maintenance of these conditions
and the continuation of these policies pos-
gibie,

The facts dealt with in this book are
not of the out-of-the.ordinary type with
which the membership of the A. C. W. is
not familiar. If such facts as are men-
tioned in the book were recorded by every
member of this union they would fill vol-
umes, But just for that very reason, they
are of importance and significance The
average member of such unions as the A.
C. W. has been accustomed to the rotten
actions, and practices of his officials that his
sense of justice has ben dulled or atrophied
and he endurez them indifferently without
protest. This condition is in a great meas-
wures responsible for the persistence of the
evils in the trade union movement, and for
that matter in all labor orgamzations.

A Ten Year Struggle

The writer of this booklet appears be-
fore the reader as a brave fighter for jus-
tice and a defender of the elementary rights
of the rank and file in the trade union or-
ganization. For a period of ten years he
carries on his struggle against the A. C. W.
officialdom and their treacherous policies.
The struggle starts with a minor official of
a Brooklyn local for his arbitrary settle-
ment of a grievance in the shop where the
writer was employed whereby the work-
erg suffered a lozs of from ten to fifteen
dollars a week; it expands to the higher
offices until 1t involves the entire machine
of the A, C. W. administration, including
the socalled impartial machinery and the
Unemployment Insurance offices, the official
press of the union, and even the general
press. All these struggles are carried on
in a legalistic manner on a constitutional
union basis and with the writer as the
participant and victim. In the end he suffers
a crushing defeat. He iz summarily sus-
pended and deprived of all chances to con-
tinue hisz fight within the organization.

The facts brought out in this fight pre-
sent to us a pieture of the most rotten
type of a reactionary union, steeped in
graft and corruption functioning in the in-
terests of the bosses and the fat boys of
the “machine”, demoralizing the workers
and ruining their lives. Graft and corrup-
tion permeate the organization from the
very bottom to the very top, from the “in-
ner cirele” of the favorite supporters of
the local “machine” to the highest offices
of the union and the “impartial” chairman,
It iz a vicious ring of conspirators and be-
trayers of the clothing workers in which
the officials of the A. C. W. and the bosses
are linked through numerous offices and
institutions: an intricate network im which
the interests of the officials and bosses are
closely interwoven and where the workers
are entrapped and mercilessly exploited.
The official is the boss, the union the ad-
ministrator, the judge and the executioner
and from hiz arbitrary roale there is no
redress and no escape as long as the work-
er is in the industry.

But all this is done not in the open
and in public but under the cover of “pro-
gressiveness”, “militancy” “realism” and
by a fine system of organized publicity that
iz deceiving not only the outside world but
even the membership of the A. C. W. which
makes the fight against it the more difficult
and complicated. It i3 worth while men-
tioning here the wvulgar phrase “company
union”, 8o frequently heard from the lips
of the official Communista to denote the A.
C. W. The A C W iz a thousand times
worse than a company union but just be-
cause of that more harmful and the meth-
ods to be used against it are therefore alzo
more complicated.

The booklet of Louis Kirschbaum is a
most valuable conilribution in this respect.
It helps tear off the mask of the conspira-
tors and traitors and gives the lie to the
hypoerites and pen prostitutes in the liber-
al and “progressive” ranks among whom
we find so prominent a personage as the
editor of the official organ of the A. C. W,
The Advance,

However, in spite of the great merits
of the book for which we recommend it
Lo every worker, it containg ideas and no-
tionzs that are confusing and misleading.
These ideas and notions are partly due to

the liberal ideology of the writer which
bursts through every line of the book and
partly to hiz ignorance of the general la-
bor movement.

False Remedies

The writer lays too much stress on the
differences between the immigrant unioms
and the wunions of “native Americans”
which are more imaginary than real, and
he overlooksz the specifie conditions in the
industry that are of economic origin. Like-
wise, the writer in spite of his rich ex-
nerience in the A, C. W,, which should have
taught him the proper lessons in regard to
methods to overcome the evils against
which he is fighting, arrives at false con-
clusions and suggests remedies whose adop-
tion without a correspondly radical changea
in the policies and leadership, would just
help to perpetuate these evils by thickening
the mask and complicating the system of
deceit which the A, C. W, has so carefully
elaborated, and to which his own failures
are largely attributable.

The writer sharply criticizes the ex-
tremists and philosophers contending that
they are blind to facts. But the facts he
eites in his little book have been known to
the “extremists” long befure the writer
came into contact with them, and it is on
the basis of these facts that their theories
were formed, while the writer after a de-
cade of sruggle and study emerged as con-
fused and ignorant in regard to solutions as
the average worker who is nnt class con-
scious. His vague liberal ideology inchnes
him in the direction of parllamentary and
legal reforms which are always used as a
oover for false economic foundations. He
fails to see the roots of the evils ravaging
the labor movement. These roots lie on
an economic plane and not on a parliamen-
tary one. A true militant union, based on
clagzs struggle policies is the only gunr-
antee for justice for organized workera. A
leadership that truly represents such pol-
ieres will not resort to methods used by
a reactionary bureaucracy. Methods must
correspond to aims, and the aims of a
trade union organization, which are ils
bases are economic.

The auwthor suggests a series of rem-
edies of a constitutional nature, forgetting
that he himself fell victim to these consti-
tutional byv-laws, becaunse they were either
used against him or disregarded in cases
where they could be used in his favor. If
all the suggestions of the writer were ad-
opted the “machine” would be greatly
strengthened and the struggle more com-
plicated. 1f “impartial” chairmen can be
bribed and lawyers “neutralized™” and courts
“influenced”, as the author clearly shows
in the book in what degree would the cause
of justice be enhanced through a multipli-
cation of laws courts, judges and other
paraphernalia of class rule? It §s clear
that the cause of justice would be harmed
in the degree that these laws, courts etc,
were increased, so long as the foundations
of the union remained untouched. hecause
grait, corruption and deceit would inerease,

The author, however, Is thoroughly
consistent in his line. His suggestions are
no mere slip but an elaborate system -of
reforms of a purely political character
which to be realized, must be completely
torn away from a class basis. He sug-
gests, for example, as one of his major
remedies the creation of an Industrial
Forum for impartial investigation ol the
truth about the alms and methods of the
labor movement. Does the author serious-
Iy think that the betravers of labor like
Hillman Green or Woll would participate
in such forums? Would the “impartial”
chairman and commercial lawyers become
pure idealists?

The Faninsy of a Fornm

The writer complains pathetically that
there iz no means of learning the truth
at present because of the absence of such
a forum. Does not the writer thereby ad-
mit that he has not learned the truth in
spite of his experlence or that he also
wants Hillman and his conspirators o
learn the truth, or perhaps to expose the
truth about themselves to others? Surely,
he does not mean that. Whom he possibly
has in mind in connection with a Forum is
individuals in the labor movement who are
not connected with union offices, But does
he presume that these individuals are at
present not secking and investigating the
truth and doing all in their power to
spread it?

There iz one suggestion by the author
which might be constructive and that is
his appeal to the individuals of all groups
in the labor movement belonging to dif-
ferent political schools to unite in questions

where the cause of justice is involved. But
this suggestion is made as a mere gesture
to please some radicals. The author's eyves
are turned in the direction of “pure"” im-
partial men and women who have no phil-
osophical theories to prejudice them and
whesge sole purpose in the movement is fto
serve justice, secing the guarantee for it
in constitutional by-laws,

The practical remedies proposged in the
hook, being of an idealistic or abstract na-
ture are not only worthless but even harme-
ful to a degree, because they are mislead-
ing, Some of them could at best be of
some use only as secondary demands or
slogans and then only on eondition that
they are subordinated to the malor aims,
but not as remedies for the evils against
which the author is conducting his strue-
gle, Theze evils can be removed only by
an organized struggle of the class consci-
ous workers guided by revolutionary trade
union principles, 1f justice for organized
workers is to become a fact the workers
must strive not for constitutional or paper
guarantees but for real control of their
unions for the reorganization of their eco-
nomic foundations,

Notwithstanding all the defects of the
book we recommend It to our readers.

—ALBERT ORLAXD

ATTENTION!

AMembers of the Communist League
and its sympathizers who have received
the Chrizstmas ten cent coupong are urgent-
1y requested to send in their collections to
the national office as fast as poszible.

All branchez of the League are asked
to put the Christmas campaign on the
agenda of their next meeting. Find out
through a roll eall how many meémbers
received the coupons, and how many re-
mitted to the national offick. Those who
have not sent in their collections should
account at the branch meeting. Those
who have not received any coupons should
make contributions. The national office is
working under great handicaps and every
individual member is personally responsi-
ble for deflciencies in the administrative
work, Each member must take it upon him-
gelf and herself to make the Christmas
campaign a financial success zo that the
necessary improvements can be made at
the center which will enable us Lo function
more efficiently by increasing the staff,
N0 organization can  function properly
wiiitout the necessary staff at the center.
At present we have only one memhber on
the staff, This is an intolerable condition,
and must immediately be remedied. It is
up to each individual member. We must
each take upon ourselves the personal re-
sponsibility and the doty to make the urg-
ent improvement without further delay.

Collect on the Christmas campaign and
send your collections to the national office
or through your branch secretary at once,

Q=0

HOW STALIN PROTECTED THE
BLOOD OF BUCHARIN

In his concluding remarks to the Four-
teenth Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union, (1925) Stalin declarsd
in answer to the Left critice of Bucharin
and the Right wing:

“Are these facts known to the Opposi-
tion? Of course they are. Why, then, dn
not these comrades cease raising a clamor
against comrade Bucharin? How much
longer are they going on with thelr talk
about comrade Bucharin's mistake?"”

1 know i{he mistakes that certain
comrades made for instance, in October
{November) 1%17, and they are so great
that the mistakes of comrade Bucharin are
hardly worth speaking of in comparison.
These comrades did not merely go astray
at that time but they had the ‘Impudence’
to infringg on two occasions extremely jm-
portant resolutions of the Central Commir-
tee, resolutions adopted wunder Lenin's
leadership and in his presence. Neverthes
less, the Party condoned these errors as
goon A3 the comrades in question admitted
their mislakes. In comparison with the
comrades of whom I am speaking, com-
rade Pucharin's mistake was a trifle. He
did not infringe any resoclution of the Cen-
tral Committee. Why, then, all this indjg-
nation against Bucharin? What do thev
really want of Bucharin? They are gyt
for his blood ! That is what comrade Zinl
oviev demands when, in his concludi--
words, he returns to the Bucharin question
with s0 much acrimony. You want Buch-
arin's blood? Well, you won't get it.” (Ap-
plause).

“2g much for comrade Bucharinm's mis.
mkeln

Belgian Group Split-

For more than a vear, the development
of the Belgian Opposition has been serious-
ly held back by a serious crizis. The dis-
putes were already distinguishable during
Fastern
railway, in connection with which the Ex-
ecutive Bureau adopted a position which
was rejected by the International Opposi-
tion,

the oconfict around the Chinese

For some time the workers grouped
around the Charleroi Federation of the Op-
position demanded of the Jeadership “a
militant Communist struggle which has not
as its objective to desiroy omn an interna-
tional scale the official Communist Parties
and the Communist International, but to
lead them back, under the pressure of the
just criticism of the Opposition and the
pressure of the revolutionary workers, to
a really Communist policy by readmitting
the Left Opposition into the Comintern.”

They vigorously attacked the policy of
the leadership and of Van Overstraeten,
and fought their deviations which, by their
unstable and temporizing attitude, drew the
Opposition on to the path of a second Party
set it up in reality against the Comintern,
renounced in fact the policy of the united
front with the Communist workers, aban-
doned the revolutionary defense of the 17,
8. 8. R, and suppored the anti-Communist
“pure syndicalists”. The false policy of
the Executive Bureau was based on the
refusal to take a genuine and clear position
and the Soviet Union. One of the resulis
of the work of redressing the International
onn this course was the alienation of the
Executive from the workers in the ranks,
the development of what was becoming a
purely national bhase, so far as relations
with the rest of the International Opposi-
tion were concerned.

This false policy led not only to stag-
nation but to the constant decline of the
Belgian Opposition which, at the time of
ite foundation, grouped together the ele-
ments of a serious political development,
In the eves of the Belgian workers, it dis-
torted the counténance of the Opposition
which should appear to them as the health-
iest and most active force in the Commun-
ist movement,

The open discussion between the E. B,
at Brussels and the Charlerol Federation
took place in the columns of the central
organ, Le Communiste, for a number of
weeks, In the discussion, it became clear
that the Executive Bureau had only deep-
ened the wrong lines in its course. In the
trade union question, it adopted the false
position of the “autonomists™; in the ques-
tion of perspective, it proposed to drive
for the constitution of a second party;, im
the guestion of the character of the Soviet
State itz position was very little distin-
guishable from that of Urbahns and the
ultra-Leftists: in its attitude towards the
International Opposition, it adopted the
position of a very cold, distant cousin, The
discussion led to the meeting of the Cen-
tral Committee at Brussels, where a dele-
gate from the International Bureau was
present and supported the position adopted

, by the Charleroi Federation which was

identical with that of the Internatiomal Op-
position.

It waz clear during the meeting that
the discussion could produce no more re-
sults. The Charleroi comrades demanded
the convocation of a Congress for the en-
tire organization tq be called upon to ex-
press itself. The leaders of the E. B. op-
posed this alleging that the position had
already been taken. This refusal consum-
mated the rupiure.

The Brussels leaders have made clear
their opposition to the work of Communist
redressment of the International Opposi-
tion. can only lead them, as it did to their
progenitors, Urbahns and Paz, to extinction
or to an anti-Communist orientation.

The Belgian Left Opposition, under the
vigorous impetus of the Charlerol Federa-
tion will now be able to take up the huge
tasks before it in the ranks of the Belgian
workers, betrayed by the social democracy
and poorly served by ithe small cligue of
Stalinistz around Jacquemctte, The most
active elements of the Opposition at Brus-
gels, Gand, Verviers, Malines Anvers and
Liege, will rally to its ranks. Our Inter-
national Bureau has decided to support it
in achieving its aims and conducting its
work, The clarification of aim and per-
spective in Belgium will lead, as it did in
France and Germany, to the advancement
of the movement.




