Iin the Party

Why | Joined the
Left Opposition

Comade Sylvia Bleeker, organizer of
of the Needle Trades Workers Industrial
Union, and one of the oldest members of
of the Party, whose case we spoke of in
the Miljant two 0Mssues ago, has been
expelled for “Trotskyism”, She sends us

the following declaration:
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The astatement by the Party Central
Control Commission on my expulsion
{(Dally Worker, 9-8-1980) needs further ex-
planation. It was not merely a statement
of my expulsion but a slander and misrepre-
sentation of my relation to the satruggle
in general. And while I am sure that
avery worker or member of our Union
who read it felt repelled by such contem-
tible slander, I nevertheless wish to make
& few explanatory remarks,

Records Needs No Apology

My record of work, activities and devo-
‘tion to the Needle Trades Workers Indus-
trial Union and the Party needs no apology.
It has been known to the workers for
almost 10 vears. Any work assigned to
me wag carried out faithfully and flawless-
ly. And were {t not for my agreement with
the platform of the Communist League, the
Party would still apeak of my loyalty.

i::[r adherence to the “Trotsky Oppo-
wition in no way eradichtes my former
record. On the contrary, it is a logical
consequence of my serious and vital concern
with the policies of the C.I. and its Ameri-
¢can section.

Since when s one a good Communist
who doesn't think, question or disagree?
Since when has it become bur slogan: Obey
and not ask questions? The Communist
Party is not a religlous sect (and even
their history ie filled with “perlods of ques-
tioning™). The Party is the political weapon
of the workers in the fight agalnst the cap-
italiat system, and it is the duty of every
Communiat to use thiz weapon to its max-
imum effectiveness. We need the Commun-
ist Party to lead the working class in all
lts struggles ;we need It to Aght and expose
reformist Influence among the workers; we
need it to build the kernel of the proletar-
fan revelution. No soomer do the policles
of the Party fall to Hve up to its historieal
role than every Communist must point it
out, criticize and If compelled, organize a
faction to correct these policies.

That {8 exactly what comrade Trotsky
has been doing, and that iz exactly what
the American Laeft Opposition is doing at
present. The critlclem made by comrade
Troteky from 1922 to now, whether nation-
ally or Internationally, has been entlrely
conflrmed by events, much more than any
of ua expected. And it is because of the
very correctmess of his prognoses that he
doesn't stand alonme but has a movement of
devoted class-conscious workera behind
him. Every day brings new groups of
adherenta to the course of Leninism as
against the policies bf Stalin's megime,
which is leading the Party Into the abyss.

A Contempthle Slander

The C.C.C. statement that I “covered
myeelf with the cloak of Trotskylsm to es-
cape from the struggle” is a 'deapi-:ahla
plander, No serious worker believes it now
and will surely not belleve it in the future.
I remain in the rankas of the class consclous
workers and will work together with them
regardless of difficulties, But true to my
principles, I shall never agree with elther
the present official policies of "the Party
which are disastrous, nor with the bureau-
cratization of the Party. The average
member in our Party is becoming a mers
cog and not a sober, consclous fighter.
This is not a fault of the Communist ideal
but of the present Party leadeship.

The frequent changes and uncertaintles
In the Party and trade union policies, with-
out any broad discussion at the units, the
Party fractions, introduce confusion, ap-
fathy and general loss of faith by the rank
and file. Reorganizations take place at
such a tempo that it ls no longer possible
to follow them up. These constant reorgan-
izations are resorted to as a suabstitute
for correct policles, but they are absolutely
wrong and sulcldical. The fact is that the
attendance at Party fraction meetings has

been reduced to a fourth of the member-
ship. The mechanical introduction of pol-
icie-a. their mechanical execution, abolition
and re-introduction {(as in the Amalga-
mated Clothing Workera) are ruilous,

Elections in the Party are becoming a
word of the past. Secretaries and financial
secretaries can no longer be elected, only
appointed by the bureau!

Can or should a real Communist over-
look all this? Is it not time to make an
end to all these ruinous policies? Regard-
legs of what the offical apparatus does—
expel, slander, temporarily lsolaté us, beat
ug up, break up meetings—it ig our turn to
gpeak . A Communist who keeps quiet now
when danger iz facing our Party i8 4 cow-
ard and a slacker against the working
clasa. The differences in the Comintern
¢an no longer be concealed. The platform
of the Leninist Opposition can no longer be
migrepresented or miszgquoted. The facts
are out in the daylight.

Communism Weakened by Expulsions

By expelling us from the Party's ranks,
our strength is only weakened. By driv-
ing us out of active work in the trade
mnjons and auxillary organizatiorjs, the

Party officlals are deliberately hurting the

cauge of the workers. Wgp want to be In
the Party. We want to be in the trade
anions. We want to be in every class
struggle. We are ready and willing to sac-
rifice as we have proved in the past. Vi-
cloua attacks and slander will not solve
the problem.

We ask for a broad and genulne dis-
cussion of the problems we are now facing.
We demand that a halt be called to the
unheard of repression and persecution of
the Oppositjon comrades in the Bovlet
Union. The bureaucrats cannot &nd will
not tear us away from the ranks of Com-
munism and the working class'

—S8YLVIA BLEEKER

Stalinist Party Folly in St. Louis

ST, LOUIS—

Sinee the expulsion of the Opposition,
the C.P. has prawiecally ceased to exist in
this territory. With the loss of its Dbeat
members it no longer has any contact with
the trade unions., Jealous of Opposition
influence in the trade unions the Party
finally succeeded by underhanded methods
in getting our members expelled from them.
In consequence, all militant Left wing ele-
ments have been barred from participation
in the unions, leaving the dfield entirely in
the hande of bureaucratip reactionaries
Well known militants like MacMillan and
Goldberg have been expelled becaus of
these maliclous and” senseless Party tactics.

Opposition Organizes Unemployed

The Communist Opposition “wes (he
firat in this territory to organize an Un-
employed Council which led a mass demon-
stration of 1,500 on January 3rd through the
business section of St. Louis. The Party
was Invited to participate butl refused on
the grounds that they were not the organ-
izers. :

Seeing our success and i{n order not lo
be outdone, the Party finally organized its
own oouncil The Opposition, knowing
their council was in fact nothing but a
name, nevertheless, sent delegates asking
for a united front of all workers against
unemployment. This the Party not omnly
refused but threw our delegates outi Be-
cause of thia actlon, the one or two mem-
bers whom the Party had succeeded In
galning, left and came over to our group.

Remembering our success in demon-
atrating, the local Staliniats decided to ar-
range a serles of demonstrations of thelr
own. These turned out complete fizzlea,
each being a bigger fallure than its pre-
decessor, The Party speakers, jnstead of
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A Reply to Comrade Weisbord

{ Continued form Page &)

the native bourgeolsie leads them jnto a
dispute with the Britieh imperialists which
“unleashes the eneregy of the masses”. But
g0 did Kerensky “unleash the energy of
the masses”. And like him, the Ghandists
at the same time fetter the energy of the
magses. A genuine unleashing—and proper
direction—of the energles of the masses
can happen only by fighting as mercilessly
against the national bourgeocisie and for the
independence of the proletariat (which
alone enables it to lead behind it ‘the
peasantry) as the Bolsheviks fought against
the Kerengky and Menshevik .compomisers
fn 1917, This must be repeatéd &nd re-
peated until it peneirates every flber of the
Indian revolutionists.

It is with comrade Weisbord's propos-
als on the varlous groups in the movemeny
that the Left Opposition has its sharpest
disagreement. Advocacy of such views by
a leading comrades is contrary to all we
stand for. “All Communists groups must
work together on the basis of the recogni-
tion of the Communist character of each
group. The Communist ‘Majority’ group
and the Communist League group by work-
ing together can help re-gatablish mass
work . . they can help to separate the
Communist movement as a whole from the
Mensheviks”, ete.,, ete. This is false from
beginning to end.

We recognize the Communiat character
of the Right wing only insofar as it still
groups & number of good Communist work-
ers whom the incompetent Centrist bureau-
cracy was unable to hold. We contend
that the Right wing now occupies a position
midway between social democTacy (Men-
eheviem) and Communism—not for long, it
ja true, as is shown by the passage of some
of its leading strata directly into the camp
of Amsterdam &ond the international of
August 1914, How can we, the Marxlst
wing of the movement, unite Wilh this
semi-Menshevik wing (a8 bloe which under
present conditions would mean a movement
Birected against the official Communist
movement), in order to “seperate” the Com-
munist movement as & whole from the
Mensheviks"? How can a bloc with the
Right wing “re-establish mass work"”, when
it §8 the whole philosophy of the Right
wing that has brought the Communist
movement ‘into such fsolation from the

masges (Chinese revolution, British gener-
al strike, India, ete., ete.) into opportunist
awamps from which Centiram iz now trying
ineffectively, to issue by means of the ultra.
Leftist rope?

Road to Ruin, Not to Yictory

Such a policy, combined as it is with
comrade Welsbord's entirely false estimate
of Centrism (hiz denial of it, in fact) is
the shortest road to deatruction for the
Left Opposition and a disavowal of its his-
torical functlon This i clear from all
the experiences of the Opposition in Europe.
Our road is not that of Urbahns, Pellack
angd Paz who only discredited the Opposi-
tlon and reduced what they controlled to
hopeless secta,
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On the basis of his present views on &
number of vital questions, the national
committes has decided that it cannot accept
comrade Welsbord for membership in the
League. At the same tlme It expressed

SINCE LENIX DIED by Max Eastman,
Labour Publishing Company, London,

1925, 168 pages.

The fact that thia book earned the con-
centrated scorn of the latter-day Comintern
leadership, should Immediately interest all
Communists suffering under the deluge of
“ant{-Trotskyipt” verblage distributed in
recent years under the guise of Leninism.
Agpirants to leadership, in all English-
apeaking countries, from Rothsteln to
Browder, finding the thorny palth of fight
agalnet capitallam not so promising, have
turned with enthusiasm to slinglng mud at
the Russian Oppositlon and its leader, com-
rade Trotsky. But the authority of these
slanderers of the revelution is shortlived.
This book i3 one of the nails in their po-
likical coffin.

Coming fresh from the Thirteenth Party
Congress of the Russlan Party (May, 1924)
and the hysterical campalgn leading up to
Trotsky's resignation as president of the
Revolutionary Military Soviet in January,
1925 Max Eastman was the firast to publish
the authentic documents of the controversy
in English. He was in Russia during the
whole development of the fight, witneassed
the consolidation of the shady opponents
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tackling the problem of unemployment turn-
ed thelr meeting Into anti-Trotsky meet-
ings, which of course meant nothing to the
rank and file yunemployed. The workera,
disgusted with such tactics, left and are
now in our ranks.

After two months of strenous effort the
Party, succeeded with the co-operation of
the Opposition, in mustering about 200 dem-
onstrators for the Sacco-Vanzettl protest
meeting. The Stalinists, instead of expos-
ing the system which burned Sacco and
Vanzettl, turned this meeting also into an
anti-Trotsky affair, They also declded to
devote their talents to a strenuous attack
on the one poor wilted Lovestonelte In the
eity calllng him among other things a so-
clal menace and a Sacco-Vanzettl lyncher.
much to the amusement of the spectators.

In spite of Party persecution the Op-

position goes forward. With the exception

of the officlals, the rank and fila membera
have been mneutralized. This has occured
in epite of the fact that members are ex-
pelled when caught talking to Oppositicn
sympathizers or when found attending Op-
pogltilon meetings.

A case In polnt iz the recent expulsion
of the secretary of the Y.C.L., Frank Wall,
one of the most active of the League mem-
bers when caught by Party aples attending
Shachtman's lecture. He was summarlly
“dlsmissed”. It seems that it is no longer
necessary to endorse the Opposition plat-
form for expulsion, but expulslons are now
in order for memhbers daring to associate
with “Trotekyiata".

While the Party goes onward In fits
path of complets isolation, the Opposition
grows in membership and influence among
rank and file workers. The Lefli wing
milltants continue in thelr task of carrying
forward true Communist education. co-op-
erating with all workers, and alding the
aale of the Militant. The Mlilitant now has
a larger subscription list In this clty than
the Dafly Worker, The sale of Klorkeit
also is not smaller than the sale of the
Jewish Morning Frefheitt Conseguently
with. the coming of the fall cool weather
we expect to make even bilgger strides and
still more suctesses.

—H. LGOLDBERG

LL LA R R LR L L LRy

the hope and desire that further reflection
and discussion would make it possible for
comrade Weisbord to find his place as a
fighter—and a valuable one—in the ranks
of the Opposition. We have welcomed
this discusslon and the criticlsms made by
comrade Welsbord, partlicularly bhecause it
offered the opportunity for a recapitulation
of our point of wview., At the same time,
the national committee decided, in view of
Welabord's closeness to the views of the
Opposition, to invite his collaboration in
flelds of work conforming to his position.

Nationa] Committes
Communlst League of America (Opposition)

of Leninlam uwnder the crafty leadership of
the “Triumvirate”., The book is Taluable
to us now because In it are published the
orlginal documents, theses, letters and press
artiecles of the period. These documents
have already been supplemented, amplified
and a thousand times wverlfied in the writ-
inga of comrade Trotsky and other leaders
of the Russian Opposition. Also by the
shamefaced confessjons of Zinoviev, Kam-
enev, ete. when they were no longer of usae
to Stalin.

Eastman will be remembered for unswerv-
ing courage and determination in the face
of the solld mass of howling bureaucrats,
io speak the truth and prove it. He has
the honor of being one of the first to be
expelled from the American Party for sup-
porting the Russian Opposition. He cer-
tainly was the first to bring the documents
and platform of the Russian Opposition out
of the “illegality” imposed by Stalln and
into the light of day. —CARL COWL

Price: Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Order
through the Militant.
b
Subscribe to the Militant and bas sure
of getting it regularly through the mails.
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