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A Statement of Viewson Some Disputed Questions

(This is the final installment of the
gpeech made before the Lovestone groun
plenum by comrade Weisbord in which he
pregent his views, The reply of the Com-
munist League is appended.)

o & »

18. Indias The basic slbgans for the
Communists today in Indla must be Lenin's
“Thres Pillars”, that is, a basic slogan for
the proletariat (say the elght hour day)
a basic slogan for the peasantry (confisca-
tion of the land) and the slogan of Dem-
ocratic Republic. To these “three pillars”
the slogan “Freedom for India"” must be
added. Only around all these slogans can
the masses be effectively mobilized. It
would be a gross error for the Communists
to stress the slogan of Freedom for India
alone as does the nationalist Indian bour-
geolsie. The slogan for “Constituent As-
sembly” by itself is not incorrect bat is
{ncomplete and may be dangerous for it
does not take into consideratlon the fact
that PBritlsh Imperialism can maneuver so
a8 to make the slogan of Constituent As-
sembly a SUBSTITUTE for a democratic
republic. The slogan Constituent Assembly
can be meed correctly only in conjunction
with the slogan for a Democratic Republic.

The Slogan of Sovlets

The slogan of Soviets can be appropri-
ate only when a sufficiently acule revolu-
tionary situation has been engendered
around the “three pillars”, when the class
struggle and eivil war rages in the villages
and towns. In thls connectiom it must be
emphasized that Soviets can be bullt even
with the slogan of Constituent Assembly.
The two slogans of Constituent Assembly
and Soviets need not be *antagonistic at
all times. But what must be stressed is
the actual organization of civil war in the
village and town and the leadership of the
proletariat in this civil war. Only the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat in India can
make permanent its revolution.

The Communists must make plaln to
the masses the role of the natiomalistic
indian bourgeolsle and the role of Ghandi
as an agent of thls class. Not only the
experiences of 1921 must be gome over, but
all the treacherous actions of the present
Ghandi campalgn (the saelt campaign, the
antl-machine movement, passive reslstance,
oppogition to workers, record at the Na-
tionalist Congress, etc., ete., el) must be
elaborated, Simultanecusly mAass move-
ments In town and countryside against na-
tive usurer, gentry. kulak. bourgeois, muat
be effected. By no means must the Chiang
Kai-Shek disaster he repeated. The crim-
inal negligence of the C.I. in falling to
build the Communist Party but in building
worker-peasant parties instead must be
gpeedily liguldated. It is clear it 8 not
OUR business to organlze peasant partles.

It 18 clear that the main task of the
Communists must be the stimulation of the
masgses around the “three pillar" and free-
dom gelogans. 'These movements are di-
rected against both native and foreign rul-
ers afd bourgeoisie who may desire a na-
tionalist refolutionary movement under the
sole slogan of “Freedom of India” from the
Britiesh. Nevertheless, and this is most
important to understand, so long as a sec-
tion of the nationalisti Indian bourgeoisle
is fighting British Imperialiam under the
glogan of Freedom of India from Imperlal-
ist rule, 8o long as this movement unleashes
the energy of the masses which otherwise
gould noY be unleashed and so long as the
maszes have not been actively mobilized
around the correct slogans and whila the
exposure of the native bourgeoisie is but in
itz inciplency, it would be manifestly in-
correct for the Communists not to enter
or to struggle for a national revolutionary
front against British Imperialism even
though this national reveolutiomary Tront
would temporarly contaln sections of the
nationalist revolutionary bourgeoisie (whom
the masses follow) even though the szole
glogan were “Freedom for India™ from
British Imperialism and even though later
the united front would have to he broken
by the development of the class struggle
in the villages and towns of India. The
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center of attack must be against British
Imperialism and its comnscious reactionary
agents within India.

The crime of the CJI. in China (and
this opinion is not in contradiction with the
basic opinions of comrade Trotsky, It
geems) was NOT that the C.P. of China
joined a national revolutionary fromt, but
that the C.I. SUBSTITUTED the Kuomin-
tang for the Communist Party, guccumbed
to Sun Yat Senism, introduced class collab-
oration against the class struggle, sacrific-
ing the class struggle to this national rev-
olutionary front against foreign imperial-
igm, failing to raise the "Three Pillar"
glogans and thus leading the civil war in
village and town on concrete demands of
the masses against the native exploiters
as well, The policy today must be: a Da-
tional revolutionary fromt which later will
be broken by the progress of the class strug-
gle in India under the leadership of the
proletariat (through its Communist Party)
in alllance with the peasantry on the road
to the struggle for the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

The Problem in China

14, Here too the slogan of the Con-
stituent Assembly is still correct, although
it is apparently incorrect to state that the
Chinese revolution is =tdll on the wane.
Here the mobilization of workers and pea-
sants on concrete issues can léead to such
an acute revolutionary situation that So-
viets can be formed.

It iz dubioue to say, as do s0me mem-
hers of the International Left Opposition,
that the present guerilla warfare going on
fn China today is wromg and not to be
aupported. Under the present conditions,
if the facts are that masses of desperate
peasants are ready to take up civil war In
the countryside. the Communists musat
stimulate, support, organize and lead such
a movement. On the other hand, it must
be clear that no matter how much the Im-
perialints and native Chinese rulers may
be weakened, armed peasant bands cannot
take the place of mass peasant uprizings,
the peasant movement can not take the
place of a proletarian struggle, and pea-
sant “Sovietz” cannot replace the dictator-
gship of the proletariat.

15. The ¢olonial revplutionary situa-
tiong in China and India are of the greatest
jmportance to the rest of the world, and to
the United States especially. How can we
foresea that the United States will “weather
the economic storm’™ and “reach new peaks”
unlezs we foreses aleady the complete and
sudden crushing of the revolutionary wava
in the Far East. It is the rankeat oppor-
tunism to fail fiv connect in the most intl
mate way the revolutiomary situations in
the East with the immediate perapective of
the United States. All of the Communist
groups suffer from this opportunism more
or less. Unlegs this view is corrected it
will be irue that the revolutioms will be
defeated, but it will be the Communisls who
will have alded uwnconsciously the hangmen
both In the East and in the West.

16. The slogan Soviet United States of
Europe today seems dublous. Lenin was
opposed to this slogan. Today, it may tend
to aid reactionary schemes like those of
Briand. It should be remembered thaf
among the capitalist nations the sharpest
basic antagomisms are no longer between
European nations butl between Europe and
America.

1%. The sitnation within the Soviet
Tnion, our fatherland, must be of the ut-
most concern for us. The diffieulty and del-
jcacy of the subject must not lead to less
discussfon but to more., There iz no gues-
tion but that, on the whole, here comrade
Trotsky was correct both in stréssing in-
dustrialization and the necesslty of a
“plan”, and in proposing an intesificatiqn
of the war on the kulak. ‘When there iz
recalled Bucharin's slogan to the peasant-
ry “Enrich vourselves" and how there was
solemnly discussed in Rusela the possib-
flity of the “kulaks growing into socialism",
when there iz recalled the arguments that

any plan of industrialization was "too pre-
mature” and would lead to terrible catas-
trophes and “war in the village”, when
there iy recalled how backward the original
industrialization plans were and how far
the masses outstripped the “Party leaders”,
then the conclusion is ripe that the attack
on comrade Trotsky on this guestion only
hid the Right opportuniam of the Stalin-
Bucharin regime.

The Flve-Year FPlan

The flve year plan, belated as it was,
and its speedy executlom, mark a tremen-
dous step forward, The industrialization
of the Soviet State must tend greatiy to
strengthen the revolutionary movement and
tend to hasten the end of capitalism. But
the economic progress of the U.S5.R. does
pot BY ITSELF NECESSARILY lead to an
advance of the world revolution. If with
guch an economie advance there should be
fastened upon the Communist FPartles
gtil] more the theory of building socialism
in one country, if thizs should lead mnot to
an international but a nationallst view-
point, if this should in turn lead the C.L
leadership to playing with and a sacrifice
of foreign sections of the C.L, if this should
fasten the hold of the bureaucrats still more,
it this should lead to Trotsky deportations
and Flumkin murders and violence to every
Communist opposition movement, then in-
deed it Is possible to state that unless the
Communiste throughout the world (aided
by the very economic advance of the Soviet
Union) can guard against thiz degeneration
from Leninism it ia possible to have an
economic advance of the Boviet Union si-
multaneously with a setback to the world
proletarian revolution. Trotsky's exposure
of the elements of Thermidor generating
within the Soviet Unjon is absolutely cor-
rect,

‘section D. 18,.The Comintern today ie
in a profound ecrisiz. ‘The narrowing down
and great loss of prestige of the C.I. and
the mass expulsions show how deeply op-
portunizm was part of the Communist move-
ment. The formation of three different sep-
arately organized international Communist
groups epeaks of the disintegration of the
movement. But it also marks a step for-
ward since such g situation exposes the
rottennezs in all groups, hardenes the real
Lennists and prepares the way for new
advances.,

We owe it primarily and above all to
LD Trotsky for exposing the situation
since Lenin died, for bringing to light the
Testament of Lenin which the other leaders
had deliberately hidden, for exposing the
forgeries of Lenin's writings attempted,
and for bringing to light many facts of
Party history coficealed by the bureaucrats
fom the membership.

However it, seems that comrade Trot-
sky is incorrect in designating the struggle
between Bucharin and Stalin (and the na-
tional groups around them) a8 one between
“Right” and ‘“Centrist” tendencles in the
Communist movement. It is In reality a
struggle between two forms of the “Hight".
Both philozophically and politically the
wonception of a “Centrist” COMMUNIST
wing 18 wrong. Centrism can be used as
designating Socialists but not Communists,
This was Lenin's usage of the term. Prac-
tically, it gives the illusion that the "Cen-
trists” are more to the “Left" than the
“Right" and that “Centrists” are more
oasily ewayed and have no real policy of
thelr own,

19, In the United States, the disinteg-
ratlon of the Communist Party has ex-
posed three groups with definite Right wing
tendencies. The putschism of the official
Communist Party factionalists is mnot the
wrong estimation of those too impatient
and too eager to struggle, but a deliberate
make-believe to conceal thelr utter Right
wing bankruptey. The theory of bullding
gocialism in one country, thelr attitude on
colonial guestions, their deliberate isola-
tion from the masses, their conception that
leaders of a Communist Party can be liars
and fakers trying to bluff both Moscow and
the membership, and can reach leadership
without ever having been called to carry

out responsible mass work in a Communist
manner befors becoming leaders, their vio-
lence against Communist groups, these are
some of the things that show on what road
this cligue marches,

The Communist “Majority” group
{Lovestone) shows just as bad tendencles.
The fajlure to analyze international Ques-
tiong (China, Russia, etc.) and to link up
these gquestions in the closest degree Wwith
‘questions of the Unitdd States; the “Right"
line when these questions are approached,
the wrong estimation both of the whole
present perfod of post-war capitalism and of
the present situation inside and outside the
United States and the complete fallure to
understand the many Right wing mistakes
{including the methods of dealing with the
Trotsky opposition) that were committed
by the leaders of this group as leaders of
the Party. These are but part of the evi-
dence to show how firmly rooted the Right
tendencies of this group have become.

The Communist League (Opposition)
also has shown definite “Right” tendencies,
But the Right tendences have NOT flowed
from comrade Trotsky and the International
Left Opposition—now that the true position
of the *“Trotsky"” oppogition ¥ known—
tut are peculiar to its American seclion.
The May 1929 factional platform, the pas-
givity and sectarian leanings, the absolute
and complete lack of self-criticism and fail-
ure to see-that the Cannon faction within the
Party was as un-Leninist as any of the
others, these defects flowed from the fact
that the American section of (he Left In-
ternational Opposition was too close to but
a reconstituted Cannon faclion in the be-
ginning of its formation. However there
must be admitted the great service such a
factlon did render in the publication and
popularization of the principles of the Left
International Opposition.

The ecrying need of the hour today is
absolute ideological intransigeance, plus the
working together of all Communi-t groups.
One of the crassest forms of opportunism
was the facldonal unity attempted m the
Party in 1928 { and before) and which was
only the obverse side of the unprincipled
factionaliam that bhad existed before merely
in ancther form. The correct solution of
the momentous questions of the day on tha
basiz of Leniniem stand above all guestions
of formal discipline,

At the same time all Communist groups
must workstogether om the basgls of the
recognition of the Communist character of
each group. The Communist “Majority" op-
position group and the Communist League
group by working together can help to re-
egtablish mass work and to resist the vip-
lent tactics of the Party officialdom. They
can help to separate the Communist move-
ment as a2 whole from the Menzheviks and
can deal a death blow to the theory of
“fascism” and “social-fascism”™ thus win-
ning the advanced workers to a Leninist
conception of Party democracy. Only such
a working together of Communist groups
can raise those fundamental principles of
Leninist opganization that can reconstitute
ational of Lenin.

(SEE PAGE FIVE)
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