Problems of the Revolutionary Movement
A Statement of Viewson Some Disputed Questions

. 4. Withl the world war and the
revolutionary wave that followed its wake,
the epoch of imperialism entered a new stage
qualitatively different from the one existing
before (from 1900 to 1914). Distinctive of
this new stage are the followlng: (a) the
proletarian revolution is victorious in the
U.8SR. (b) Post-war capitalism, with all
its force, cannot get back to pre-war stab-
ility The decline of capitalism cannot be
stopped. All the attempts at “stabilization™
become deeperate efforts merely to slacken
the tempo of the internatipnal revolution.
This can be scen by the fact that, during
this time, while some revolutionary situ-
atlons are liguidated by the forces of inter-
national capitalism, yet some revolutionary
gituations cannot be liguidated and new
ones constantly and repeatadly arise; con-
. gurrently a whole host of other situnations
begin to take on a revolutionary character,
(Germany 1923, Pulgaria 1224, Esthonia
1924, China 1925-27, England 1926, Austria
1928, India, China, Indo-China, besides Mex-
ico, MNicaragua, Haitl, Porto Rico, Finland.
atd.).

Sitnatlon Before and After War

Before the war, neither revolutionary
situations nor actual revolutions could have
been created by the activity of the social-
ist, revolutionary parties throughout the
world. No matter how well or tirelessly
these parties worked the bourgeoisie was
too strong, the level of actlvity of the
magses, generally speaking, %co low, to
cause A given situation to become a revo-
lationary one. Basically, t'h!'a-aa revolution-
ary aituations had to develop by themsaealves
from the objective contradictions arlsing
in capitallst soclety. When, during and
after the war, these objective contradictions
dld cause revolutionary situations to arise,
by that time the subjeclve factor had be-
come so powerful as to be able to mature
such revolutionary situations in a number
of countriea, into actual revolutions., “To-
day fmperialism has become so much weak-
or, today, so close {s the situation in 4 num-
ber of countries to a revolutionary one,
that it 1s possible for an international
Communist movement, PROVIDED IT HAS
A LENINIST POLICY, and especially now
when It controls a state backed by 150,-
600,000 workers and peasants, to develop
siluations otherwise stlll non-revolutionary
into revolutionary situationz. in DIFFER-
ENT countries at DIFFERENT times. (This
does not mean that a C.I, can “order” a
revolutionary situation in ANY country at
ANY time). Tt iz a fact that today, with
the correct policy, it iz far easier in many
countries to disintegrate the capitalist
armies, to rain the prestige of the ruling
classes, to expose the petty bourgeosie, and
to activize the masses to an extraordinary
degree than before,

Every worker knows that, under some
conditions, the activity of a Communist
group can “develop” a strike pltusiion,
where without this Communist group, no
such situation would have been “davels
oped”. Today the Communist Parly (under
some circumstances and with a Leninist
policy Jean be the decisive force bhoth In
stimulating the exploited and oppressed
masses with the understanding of the im-
poselbllity of living in the old way and in
belping to make the ruling clasg unable to
govern a8 of old. Since the war the old
power and might of the ruling claszes have
been irretrievably broken. Further, the ex.
periences of 1918-23 weigh mightily on
the memofyy of the masses—the ruling
classes In many countries were unable to
Eovern onece hefore. Finally, the Soviet
Union withl itz tremendous economic and
political weight will ba able to throw this
weight at times so as to help break the
economic and political power of different
gections of the international bourgeoisie at
eritlcal moments , |, . |

B What must boe the cornerstone of
Communist international etmategy 15 the
recognition of this qualitative change in
imperialism. Today it s possible to have
“sudden” changes to revolutionary situa-
tlons, “sudden" revolutions. Today there
has been rafsed to hitherto unheard of de-
Eree the decisive Importance of revolution-
ary organjzations, first as factors maturing
(“ereating”) revolutdonary situations and
second, as factors changing revolutionary
sltuations to actual revolutions (insurreec-
tlong).

The fatal error in the Communist “Mak
jority Group” !‘.'I:-Dvestuﬂe:r is that it fails

By ALBERT WEISBORD

to see thie fundamental feature of the
present stage, and to make this feature an
integral part of any American analysis.
Errors of Party Leadership

The fatal error of the C.JI. and its
U.58. “leaderahip”, is that it caricatures and
distorts this basic conception, not under-
standing ‘it and indeed trankforming ik
into a theory justifving putchism, making

‘of the party a sect more and more isolated

from the masses, more and more stifled by
an absolutely sterile bureaucratic machine,
The officlal C.P. “leaders” in the United
States fail to see that an insurrection can
come only after the development of a rev-
olutionary situation and fail to understand
that to develop this revolutionary situation

(NOTE: We print here the essential

gections of a speech delivered by comrade

Albert Weisbord at the recent plenum of the
Lovestone group. The National Committee
of the Communist League of Amerjca (Op-
poaition) has decided to publish the speech
in the Militant. The second and last part
of it will appear in the next izsue of the
paper, at which time the National Commitiee
will append a statement of its views on the
document of comrade Welsbord., The latter,
as most readers are aware, was ¢xpelled from
the Party a while ago for divergent views,
and jolned melther the Left nor the Right
Opposition The document below represents

‘his views om the problems of the move.

moment arrived at after a period of study
and consideration.—Ed.)

ong must follow a Leninist line of mass
work, united front, work in reactionary
unions, profound economie analysis, the
understanding of the true relationiship ol
American to international capitalist society,
and the peculiarities of capitalist America;
and that an end must be put to guesswork,
phrase-mongering, to the fakery and Iying
in the leadership, to the theory of "las-
cism" and “social-fascism”™ to the bureauc-
racy anhd violence, to the Trotsky deport-
ationz and Blumkin wmurders, an end to
the theory of socialism in one country, to
Anglo-Russian Trade Union Commiitee af-
fairs, amd Chiang Kai Shek merjers,
ete. , . .
7. Becondly, an analvsiz of the present

"gitnatlon shows that the contradictions are

sharpening and the tempo of international
revolution is rising (that is, the “partial
and temporary stabilization™ of capiialismn
ls becoming weaker than before). The or-
fginal position of the Communst “Malority"
Group is here too unsound; while on the
other hand, the very puntchist distoriion of
thiz by the official Party leadership tends
te hinder the process of the cracking of
“stabilization” now taking place and to
weaken the revolutionary forces. Far from
stimulating the masses, the falae poliey of
the C.I. actually actzs as a brake on the
MAagses.

Section B, 8. The situation in America
exposes jn even clearer light the errors of
the different Communist groups. The
American section of Lozovsky-Stalin appar-
atns-men has never yet givem up its “apex
theory” and all that follows logically from
it—namely, that American capitalism is on
the decline. haa reached its basie crigls
with a general deep-going and widespread
radicalizatlon of the masses. To this has
now been added the special twlst that all
members of the AF. of .. are now full
blown fascists and that all those expelled
by the Stalin machine at once barome
secret police agents for the boss. To some
extent the “Communist League (Opposition)™
in America has limped uneritically afler
the Party (without, however, the added
special twists), Though this opposition
group gave up the “apex theory" yet it did
20 withoutl having thoroughly exposed the
errors Inherent in it. And even today it
still talks of “growing radicalization”,
“deep-going process of radlcalization”
quite unecritically.

On the other hand, the * Majority™
Group merely sees in fact “deep dizscontent™.
With this group the present economic erisis
is IN ESSENCE a mere cyclical one, (it
seems as If latterly a section of the Party
too Iz vlolently swinging to the point of
view) and the dogmatic statement is made,
with no appreciation of its rashness, that
not only will American capitallsm weather
the present econmomie storm, but that it

will rise to new peaks only to fall to new
lows,

The true situation §s that with the
gualitative changes of post war imperial-
ism, with the weakening of world “stabil-
jzation”, with the sharpening of the inner
and outer contradictions of American cap-
ftalism, there can be no “mere cyclical
arisis”, no “mere digcontent’ but whak
we have to reckon with is a tenseness of
relations, a restiveness of the masses which
can enable a Communist Party WITH THE
CORRECT POLICY to lead masses Into such
activity as to radicalize the masses. There
is great POTENTIALITY NOT ACTUALITY
of masses hecoming radicalized generally
and relatively gquickly. But the {foolish
policy of the party only drives the masses
further away from radicalization.

The American Crisis

. The dogmatic statements—1. That
American capltalism will weather the pre-
sent economic crisis and 2. That v will
rise to new peaks, utterly fajla to take
into account the international siffuation.
It may be that due above all to the criminal
policies of the C.I.,, this eventualitvy MAY
OCCUR, but it iz impossible to state s0
now as the sole solution. The “Majority"
group fails 1IN REALITY to see that the
sinomie crigis i the United States menns
economie erizis in many countries (for this
group does not make such a view g VITAL
part of its living work in America); that
in some of thesg countries such a crisis
if prolonged will lead to a real revolution-
ary situation, that a revolution breaking
out in Europe may not only deepen the
American erisis but will usher in a new
and higher stage of the ‘world revolution.
Is anch an alternative (or a number of
similar alternatives which result in the
ushering of a world crigiz) jmposaible?
Quite the contrary! For Communists, the
whaole perspective for the United States
must consgantly and intlmately be per-
ated with this view . . . .

11. Omly by a Leniniat policy are the
Communizts enabled to radicalize the mass-
es in the Tnited States. This policy means
“To the Masses”, masa work in all its
formsa, formation of independent mass or-
ganizations where possible and necessary,
the united front, work in reactionary trada
unions and similar bodies, Labor Party, ete.
To accomplish such mass work it is nee-
es38ary to Leninize the Party, namely to base
the Party on the most exploited sections
of the masszes, to wipe out the bureautracy
(the lars and fakers) in the Party, to de-
mand as an absolute condition and pre-
requisite to leadership 1. The tested ab-
jity to carry out mass work in a Commun-
ist manner, 2. The Jguidajion of the
mountain of vulgar Marxism and syndical-
fst-liberal conceptions and a real study of
the basic works of the founders of Com-
munism. 3. Profound honesty, imtegrity
and courage,

To all this the present “theories” of
“Fascism” and “Social-Fascism” give a death
blow, These “theorfes” wiping out as they
do all the Marxian-Leninist distinctions be-
tween fasciam and regular bourgeois dem-
ocracy mean 1. The reactionary unions
are to be destroyed from now on, the work-
eérs in the A.F.ofL. being. hopeless fascists,
enemies of the working elass. 2. The social-
ist and progressive workers being “social-
fascists” are omly secret agents of the
fascists. These two must be deslroved., 3.
The Communist opposition groups become
not only full grown Mensheviks bul worse,
police agents, having no place in unions
or other working class organizations. Any
action against them up to complete physi-
cal extermination iz justified. 4. The line
between Communism and fasclsm theoret-
ically becomes very thin for overnight: ne
matter how tested and loyal before, any
Communist can become a police-agent
Menshevik or fascist. Therefore the great.
est violence anfl terror "is theoretically
justified not only against the “open police-
agent Mensheviks” but agalnst the mem-
bers of the party, the possible police-agent
Mensheviks of the futare. 5. Since every
tested member tomorrow can be a police-
agenll Menshevik, revolutionary behaviour
in mass work iz no longer a test for
leadership. Any faker or apparatus fol-
lower can be a leader. Leaders are cheap
and easlly made. Distrust for the leader-
ship follows. Cynicism not revolutionary
idealiam pervades the party. Double-book-
keeping (see the hypoerisy of those who

put forth the C.I. Address of 1Yi¥) pecullivs
the rule.
the membership grows, Political sterllity
increases. No policies except those printed
in Mogcow with a militarization and robot-
jzation (Stalinization) of the Party. In
this connection the quotation from the re-
cenlly adopted "C.P. Thepis” which de-
clarea “The need of the hour is clarity of
instructions and promptness of executions"
is illuminating of the process now going
on within the party.

There can be no doubt but that the
conscious holders of these theories, (Erow-
der, Johnetone, Dunne and the rest of the
Company) if they carry these theories to
the logical conclusions and practices inav-
itably flowing from them, must degenerate
to become the real renegades from Com-
munism, indeed the real fascists of tomor-
row!

(Conecluded in Next Issue)

Slander Won't Win

BOSTON—

At an outing of the Needle Trades In-
dustrial Union that was held the week-snd
of July 4 at Boston Camp Nitgedaiget, we
had a mass meeting with Ben Gold. We
all expected to hear him speak on trade union
problems which are so vital to us, but in-
stead he took up a wacn on ‘tha
Trotskyists. He tried to prove that the
Trotskyists bring polson and splits inoto
the union and naturally this hinderz the
good work.

Let us seg who does more damage.
All the comrades In the union in Boston
(and Gold, too), know that comrade Eva
Weiner and myself were among the first
to build the NT.W.L.LU., The workers trust
us, know that we are always on the job to
carry out all decisions which are passed by
the members, Gold knows that the Com-
munlst League {Opposition) is for a Left
wing policy. We mnever brought in any
other kind of policies and always demanded
from our leaders that they carry out a real
Left wing fight.

S0 what is Gold's motive in bringing
this quesltdlon up and saying that we don't
build the Left wing union? To discredit
us among the workers. Everyone Kknows
that this iz fale and that it will
not do any good for the union. We nust
draw in all active workerz who are hon-
estly carrying out our pelicy and helping
to build the Industrial Union.

No one can split the union more than
tactics like Gold's. If he wants fo prove
that we did any harm to the union, let
him e¢all an open forum and invite the
Trotskyists. Let him prove that we are
doing harm because we are Trotskyists,
He said that we were dead. Then how can
we do any harm? Dead ones do not do
anything, If the Trotskyists are dead
everywherea why do the Stalinists come
and break up their meetings like they did
in Cleveland? What are they afraid of?

You will not be able, comrade Gold, to
kill our prestige among the Boston work-
ers because they know we always work for
a good Lefl wing policy and will do every-
thing to build the N.T.W.L1. as we have
in the past. —J.CHIPLOWITZ

b

A Revolutionary « Social

Fascist »

A few days ago, the Dnaily Worker
went into posltively frantic ecstacles over
as anti-Heywood Broun-5.P. cartoon by
Hyan Walker. It hailed Walker as a
noble revolutionist who was revolted by
the scoundrelism of the Socialist Party.
The Daily became so maudlin in its enthu-
siasm that toward the end of the article it
was literally slobberlng over Walker. 1t
appears however, that Walker iz the staff
cartoonist of the Illinoiz Miner, official or-
gan of the Howat-Fishwick-Germer miners’
union, which as even a casual reader of
the Dally Worker knows is a pure angd
simple “social fascist" organlzation, cover-
ed with a Left phrase or two, but “social
fascist” nevertheless, Walker, according
to the third period jargon, is therefore a
paid agent of “social fasclam™. Or rather
he was, for after the pralse with which
the Worker greeted him he most probably
falls into a new category, the “Revolotion-
ary Social Fasclst”, Personally, we advize
the Worker to stick to Jake Burck.

Correspondingly a contempt for-
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