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Where Is the British Party?

Mine years ago the Communist Party
of Great Britaln was formed, The delegates
at that unity convention in 1921, represent-
ing over 5000 members, had vislons that at
last a united revolutionary party had be-
aome a reality.

It~ would be guite true to siate that
every delegate present honestly heliaved
that with the elimination of sectfonal dif-
ferences, which would from then onwards
be gettled within the party, a rapid advance
would be made.

A Niue Years' Balunce

Nine years have passed and what are
the pesults? Have we built up that strong
revolutionarqg party reooted in the masies?
Has our membership gone up in leaps and
bounds? Has our Influence gpread Into
every section of working class life? The
answer to these questions is unfortunately,
“o. In fact, we haven't even held our own.
The reverse is the case.

Our membership has decreased by fifly
percent ~Our infivence Is of a negligible
quality and as for being rooted in the
masses, we are scarcely in touch.

Many reasons can be given and any -

sxcuses made, The writer puts forward
his reasons as to why.

A revolutiopary party in an industrial
eountry like Britain must have leallars
that continue to be in close touch with
industry. Our leaders, with few exceplions,
have never been industrial workers or elae
they left industry with the formation of the
party. If a mass meeting is to be held with
three or four of our leading execulive
memhers as speakers, we can advertise and
boost it as we like but the net result would
he at the outside perhaps two or three
hundred people and two-thirds would be
our own members. This refers to a Lon-
don mesting.

The experiencez of our Russian com-
rades have been accepted nd applied too
literally., To transpiant into Britain tac-
tics, methodz and so om, just because they
happened elsewhere, iz the height of folly,
and to insist that this is the only correct
line 1n spite of adverse experlencez s
guicidal,

Hobotlzlng the Party

Whilst recognizing thar discipline
within a revelutionary party 18 & neces-
aity. to instill fear into every member thal
a thought, word or deed which wobbles a
hair's breath of the straight and narrow
path, means expulsion—makes it mot a
party of intelligent working class fighters
that is being built, but a party of robots.
Our party might well shrink by hall.

Can a party really hsve g healthy
erowth when the financial responsibilities
are matters consldered outside the Jjur-
fadiction of the membership? The exper-
ience of the British party iz emphatically,
No. A subsidized party sows the seeds of
its own destruction.

Thousands of memhbers have left the
British party in disgust. Where we had
locals of fifty to a hundred strongg. we have
small groups and in many places only con-
tactsa, There are industrial cities by the
score without a single party member.

Thia weakness reflects itsslf in other
directions. The Y.C.L. iz praclically de-
funet, To state that they have a hundred
and fifty members would be putting it high.
A hundred would be nearer the mark.

The Minority Movement is In & similar
poaition. Following any satifikes where
their members have taken a leading. part,
the Worker iorgan of the M.M.} devotes
pages for weeks afterwards to our mistakes.
Alwaya mistakes and defeats, never victor-
iez or good generalship.

The Minority Movement

A recent issue of the Worker devotes
more than half a page to a meeting of the
execeutive committee and if the brief and in-
complete statements of the E.C. members
are anything to go by. it appears fairly
obvious that o general state of dissatisfac-
tion exists, '

In view of the fact that the army of
uwnemployed has reached the two million
mark, and the workers have thrown off the
apathy that followed the general strike of
1928, and are now fighting every Iinch
against all schenies of capitalist rational-
fzation, & continual] decline of a revolution-

ary party shows eomething must be wrong.
The above is not a pleasant picture to
paint, and it certainly would not be correcy
to state that all hope has been abandoned.
Recently there have been zigns of an awak-
gning. The mesmeric Influence I8 weaken-
ing.

Just what will heppen when certain
of the sleepers awake is hard to state, but
it sure will be interesting. Future devel-
opments within the British party are worth
watching.

—"BLACIK DIAMOND"
London, August 6, 1334

Rakovsky in Danger l

{ Continued from page 1)
A third rald and search has Just been made
at Rakovsky's The ring draws more
tlghtly around him. Rakovsky iz in dan-
EBr.

Th: Left Oppositlon calls to every
Party cowmrade, to every member of the
Left wing and its unions, of the [.L.D.
and the Friends of the Soviet Usion: Com-
radez, It i8 the best Bolsheviks that are
being exterminated. ‘The bourgeoisie is
following this work of extermination with
a silent jov. It ia pursuing the overthrow
of the dictatorship of the proletariat by
every means, including the external and
internal ecorruption of the Stalinist bur-
BAUCTACY,

Remember thisz: Stalin replaces the
Rakovskys with Bessedovskys. He unltes
with Purcell and Chiang Kal-Shek but has
only the mosab brutal methods against Trot-
sky. He assassinates Blumkin and puts
Agabhekov in his place. These changes
are an Inexorable law of Stalinism,

To defend the U.8.8.R., the dictat-
orship of the proletariat means primarily
to save the Left wing of the Bolshevik
party, the Oppositionists. You must act
with energy in the revolutionary oganiza-
tions. In the Party, In the T.U.U.L., in
the I.L.D.—raise these questions to the
irresponsible bureaucrats: What are you
dolng with the deporteesi What Ix the
sltuation In the solltary econtinement pri-
sons? Why was Blumkln killed?

To HBrowder., Bedacht, Hathaway and
Co.' the triumphant leaders of every de-
feat and setback to our Party, we ashk:
What are you dolng to onr deported com-
rades! What are you dolng now with
Rukowsky 1

Self-Determination

The Problem of Mobilizing the Negroes in the Class Struggle

The Communist International has ls-
sued the slogan of Self-Determination for
the American Megro. The Tth Convention
Thesie of the American Party says, “The
Party must organize the most intense atrug-
gle around the demand of social and polit-
ical equality for Negroes, which is still
the main demand of our party in its work
among Negroes. At the same time the
Party openly and unreservedly fghts for
the right of the Negroes for ndtional seli-
determination in the South, where the Ne-
groeg comprise a majority of the popu-
lation. Sell-determination for Lhe Negro
masses is the logical continuation and high-
est expression of the struggle for equal
rights (soclal equality).”

Iz Slogan Correcti

There ecan be no argument among Com-
muniats regarding soclal and political
equality for the Nogro masses, The Jues-
tion iz, doea the slogan of self-determina-
tion mean ‘the logical continuation and
highest expression of the struggle for
equal rights” for the Negro of the United
States?

Eitheyr class, capitalisy or proletariat,
can use the slogan of self-determination to
their advantage in concrete situations.
The proletarian vanguard uses it against
the imperialist in the colonial struggle for
freedom. The capitallists use the slogan
too, and & good example {s its use againsh
the defeated nations and the Soviet Union
as a two-edged sword in the Balkans and
Central Europe at the close of the last
world war., - Self-determination under a
Soviet power i3 & coneession and transitory
measure io our development toward Com-
munism, Such 3 ecobDoe+wn in the south
may be necessary but the conditions of the
Negros, interwoven in the whole economic
@tructure with decisive sectibns in the
industrial centers indicates that such will
not be needed.

Self-determination for a colonial peo-
ple or subjected national unit with cultural
and language differences is a blow against
the enemy forces and a step toward our
hegemony. But self-determination for the
American Negroe can only be accomplished
by the establishment of a Soviet power and
such a8 measure then would not be a step-
ping stone,

Seli-deternvination at that stmge in-
gtedd of a Soviet class emphasis means
subordinating the class issue to the race

The Fight of the New York Plumbers Helpers

“Every trade man a union man is
siogan never omitted from the jurrinals of
the A, F, of L., but there is na abyvas be-
tv een their worls and their de«ds Ope wi
tiie strongholds of the A F of 1. 13 the
buligirg tradss, bEut the farcsiry iz far
from belng orgaw:zed “Patroulze the union
laie: ', “do not woark with 3 scal™  anrd
nonar slogans licr it are the fveriies of
unn-nism as procaimed by vaciots AF. of
L., organizations, but after thess many years
the potential scab on the hanliding con-
struction job remains ignorec.

The plumber's helper is a bullding
trades worker who Iz not cnly exploited
by the boss but also the goat of the in-
duatry. In all the days of “prosperity™.
when wages ranged from £12.00 (o 315.00
a day and $5.00 to $11.00 for apprentices.
the '[;rlum[:-er'a helper recelved a meager
$4.00 a day. The cost of living rose with
the wage increases, but the helpers wage
remained the same.

Many attempts have been made by UWie
workers In the trade to organize into a
union to better their working conditions and
in general, to galn the benefits of organized
labor., Many were the lessons taught these
young workers that the officialdom of the
A. F. of L. would not organize them, They
not only discourage organization. but con-
tluue to hinder its slightest progress,

The year 1927 was pich with kuch
experiences. The Amercan Assoclation of
Plumbers® Helpers, with more than 3.500

memtbers, was welded together in Ereater
mew York, fighting for recognition from
the United Assoclation of Plumbers, Steam-

Fitters and Gasfitters and from the bosses.
The organization embraced largely young,
native American workers ranzing from 18
to 25 years ol age. Throughout the cam-
paign of organization, and during the plums=
bers strike of that year, the helpers con-
ducted a spirited battle for organizing the
trade under the infinence and leadership ot
the Young Communist League.

Picketing of jobs, agitation among the
plumbers and bullding trades workers, were
carried on, Quite a bit of sympathy for the
cauge of the helpers was reflected in the
rank and file of these organizations only to
be choked by the soothing words and lies
of the officials. Yet the boycottlng of the
journeymen plumber’'s officials did not hin-
der the organization so much as the policy

then pursied by the plumbers’ helpers
officials,

Too much confidence waz placed In the
A.F. of L, local leadership in applying for
recognition Jobs thar it was possible to
gtrike and hold until recognition from the
bogs plumber, were left alone. The fallure
to strike the job for job control was one
of the prime causes for the dwindling of
the organization And an additional factor
hindering the work in the organization was
the reflection of the factional strife among
the executive board membdrz Impodded
into it by the ruling Party clique which
was more Interested In factional advantage
than in advancing the cause of the workers,

—J SPRAGUE
tAnovher article on the problems of the
plumbers” helpers will appear in our next
fesue.

iseug because all indications are that such
a stepping stone or concession is not nec-
gsgary. Cuba, India, Manchurla or Ireland
constitute economic units with language
and oultural differences, ete., and such
slogans at certain stages can be used by
the proletariat agalnst the imperialists but
thiz slogan for the American Negro who
does mot constitute such a unit only blurs
the class issue of the struggle in America.

The Garvey Movement

The Carvey movement rallled a cob-
slderable mass for the slogan of aelf-deter-
mination as a petty-bourgeois movement
directing thelr energies away from the class
struggle. The Party says we are turning
this right side up. In the case of Garvey-
jsm the slogan was right reformisin and
in our case it is only shifted to left reforom-
jsm. The change from Garveylsm to the
Party ls a change in form but not in con-
tent. The change from Africa {Garveylsm)
to the South (Stalinism) may be far in
miles but it is quite close in content. The
Negro business man who (s a watchdog
for imperialism must not be confused with
the petty-bourgeols element and {deology
of the Negro, just like the AF.L. leaders
as lmperialist watchdogs must not be con-
fuised with the liberals and petty-bour-
geoisie even though all these unite on many
izssues. The petty bourgeois section will
join our bandwagon, not as a back seat
driver but as the real driver because the
slogan takes the class content out of the
struggle for the United States.

Salf-determination within a national
anit must imply more than double explolt-
ation, racial difference or a majority in a
backward section, to be used as a slogan.
The Negro race has the same language, are
part of the same economie unit and do not
have marked cultural differences, The
Mexican in the southwest faces the same
conditions the Negro does and in addition
has language angd cultural differences. It
the siogan means anything it must include
him where he is the malority.

The Party says self-delermination In
the south where the Negro comprises the
majority of the population but the Party
uses the slogan mainly in the north and in
the industrial centers.

The distinction drawn betwzen the
pnorth and the south as to where the con-
dition of self-determination Is to be carrled
out leaves the impresaion on many Negro
workers that we want them to leave the
north and the industrial centers And EO
Lack south. On the other hand it imvlies
that the southern agrarlan Negro is the
decisive sectlon of our ally. We know
thar the industrial Negro (including such
paptres as Pirmingham) are the declsive
section of the Negro race, The Industrial
and urban Negro and the Negro in the north
doez not want self-determination {if he
muzst move eouth, What the Negroes want
is social and political eguality where they
are. The white worker must put the main
emphagis on thiz side of the gquestion.

Rackil and Economie Oppression

Racial oppression is economic oppres-
gion and the class struggle In thiz case
takes on racial forms. But as Marxists
our alm is not to enlarge the raclal form
or any other dstorted form but on the
contrary, to direct our slogans, tacties and
etrategy to transform this raclal form to-
ward the real content of the c¢lass strog-
gie. The class issue must dominate and
especially the proletarian Negra where we
are using this slogan the most.

The slogan also shows confuslon of the
problem of Imperiallsm and the colonial
oppressed. The Negro of the United States
cannot be classified as an oppressed natlon-
al group as was the case of poaples under
Czarism with national cultural and lang-
unage differences. The decisive section of
the American Negro is inlerwoven through
the whole economic unit, just ke the
oppresaed .Jewish peaple are interwoven
through the whole capitalist system. The
Negro of the U'nited Rtates demands socfal
and political equality where he {s. The
decisive section of the Negro race Is scat-
tered through the whole economis unit andg
the Soviet power with proletarian democracy
can  easily rvemedvy the situation In the
gouth. “Against white chauviniasm and for
gocial and politieal equality for the Negro
masses!" —H.



