A Review and Criticismm

The Communistsinthe South

By HUGO OEHLER

(9} By the time the new forces had
arrived, July 12th, Dunne, Wagenknecht,
Drew, Martin and others had started the
work of reorganizing and preparing the
ground for the defense of our leaders in
jail. The worst of the reaction had sub-
gided and the new cycle was well on Its
way. This followed the indietmentz and
called for orgamization around thiz issue.
Our main office had been moved to Char-
Totte, a larger town Some thirty miles
from Gastonia., We collected the scattered
forces, issued doees cards to new members
and started collecting initiation [rom new
members and dues from old ones. The
Eirssemer City and Gastonia meetings were
enlarged and spread over the entire area
to every mill town, step by =ztep in an or-
ganized fashion. Organizational work of
establishing mill locals was started. Our
firat objective was p conference agy Hesse-
mer City July 22 a day before the opening
of the trial.

(i) We readily realized that the tech-
nical situation of the N.T.W.U. was a hand-
fcap, that onr National Office was in g bad
shape—a rellecfion already of 'the new
line of mechanical swing from the reac-
tionary unions to new unions. According
to our constitution all applications must be
sent to N.Y. from the South and they made
out dues cards and mailed thewn back. In
stable, well-functioning logals this  may
work—Dbut not in company mill towns
where all matl fs the first pick of the
hosses and, more important, when wa were
in the middle of a drive, recruiting new
members by the hundreds, who prized the
dues book more than anvthing and 5 drive
among new recruits to union organization
of any kind. Why the force before us
allowed this wethod to continue and ham-
per their work 1 do not understand. We
found over 500 dues books piled up at our
Charlotte office and hundreds of disgusted
workers becaus? they walted so long for a
book gnd did not get any. Tn normal times
the delay would be foo much for such
drives. We soon put an end to this method.

The Hessemer City Conference roiled
around and showed:

1. We had the textile workers of the
whole aren behind uvs with & eouple of
hundregd delegates, mainly from the Gag-
tonia area and over 1,500 workers attend-
ng.

2. The delegation, all American born
workera accepted our program unanimous-
lv through policy and not mechanical con-
trol.

(ki The Southern fraction falled to
obtain any Negro delegates to the conven-
tion, even after some were elected.

The parade in Gastonia that the center
informed us to call off for fear of a riot
was agreed to by us, bub [ had been the
lagt one to accept it and as far as my
knowledge goes the piisoners were the
first to protest the idea of the parade.

Following the Bessemer City successful
conference came a change of venue to Chars
lotte for August 26th. The Bessemer con-
ference had instrocted all members to he
present in court Monday morning and the
hot day found our forces well represented
in Gastonia that whole day and p packed
courtroom mostly of tlextile workers in
their working clothes.

The unions agnd other organizations co-
operating intensifiad our work in the com-
ing weeks and the union pienic of August
25th at Mt. Holly was jointly with the pre-
Jiminary .L.I). conference a day before
the second trial. We progressed in the
following activity. Plana were wall under
way for the Charlotte October 12-13 con-
vention of the newly organized district as
the outgrowth of the Beasemer conference.
Our lterature covered the whole field and
the South. The Labor Defender and the
Daily Worker played an invaluable role.
The youth organizers from the North ware
presgad into union work to such a degree
that their own fileld was neglecied. Thev
maide excellent fighters. Mass wnion meet-
ing and loecal uniom meetinga. closed and
open were held in all mill towns. we had
three to four in progress each night. The
number of mill loecals Increased with our
wiork.

(1} By this time the slogan of frame-
up was changed to self-defensa and 1 sup-
porled Dunne on this. In the field, ¢covering
meetings every day, meetings of doterminad
workerg who were only able to hold {hesa
meetings each time we firet organized a
force strong enough fo let the boss know
he had better not attack wve: and with
defense committees organized around each
meeting I was ecarried away with the con-

crete situation as others of the Southern
[raction were,

The right of self-defense aas a living
reality with us and without it cur organ-
izers were the dead force. However, the
the sitpnation in the field and the slogan
as a national one to rally broad masses of
all shades of political beliefs In the work-
ers” camp for the one big issne was against
thizs frame up and the self-defense [ssue
should have nationally been a secondary
isgue regardless of what the reality of our
concreteée meetings were, This iz not an
excuse for me—just facts—but does Dot
juatify the position. More harmful than
this was the LL.D. “united fropt” cam-
paign we will deal with later, '

The Mt. Holly picnle was a huge sud-
cess and the second trial emnded with a
mistrial. A retrospection will show we
followed up the atiacks of the bosses' firat
degree charge with not one victory but a
gseries of wvictoriea and consolidated our
forces in this area and extended asitation-
ally in many other centers of th!a South.

(18) By the end of August the leading
fleld fraction committee could feel in-
areazed action and plans agailost us, a
preparation of the boszaez for a drive on
ua. Our feeling was based on daily obaer-
vation and reports from the field. The full
fraction was put on a military base to the
disllke and protest of several of the frac-
bion members who joked about it,. We pre-
pared according to conditions and on Sep-
tember 9th, Saturady afternoon a mob of
geveral hundred, overaeers, bosses and part
of the committee of 100 included with the
“law's” protection, witk rifles, clubz and
Hackjacks assembled at a meeting place in
Sonth Gastonja, chased all comers away
and attacked a speaker's car and beat up
fhe occupants. It was the beginning of
the open drive om us. The speakers were
lueky to get out with such little damage.

This brought home a warning and the
reality of the situation tn the rest of the
comrades. We prepared to answer this
with a mass meebing there, our regular
Saturday one the mnext week and with a
weak's maobilization {for it. Monday the
miatrial brought the second trial to an end
and that night the black hundreds rode led
by Bulwinkle and Solicitor Carpenter, swept
three counties, raided three offices. looked
everywhere for all organizers they could
lay hand on, destroyed records they could
find and kidnapped Wells, Savlors and Lell
and were not fortunate in obtaining the
others or our main records due mainly to

our early preparations and possibly to luck

Our mass meetings were stopped ex-
cept in Charlolte where the firat one held
after the raids shows the workers 100 per
cent behind us and a good defense corps
ready for anything. While the black hun-
dreds hal [ree reign for the following per-
iod we wore daily going to mill locals in
the areg and setiing up an underground
apparatus. The fact that we had over two
dozen mill locals, functioning well for such
workers new at organization saved the day
and lald the basis for our comeback and
also prevented the black hundreds from
driving us out of the whole area. The
sacret mill local meetings were the reasons
for the mob follow up in small bands. They
almed to stop them, to get the speakers and
organlizers, break up the work for October
12-13 and defeat our work for the next
trial. They succeeded in taking Cleo Tess-
ener, our King Mt. organizer out on the
night of September 18.

Fair progress under these difficult con-
ditfons wag being made for the Saturday
counter-attack of our forces. Each night lex-
tile workers from locals in the rea took
turna and sacrificed the night as guards
near the jail in Charlotte where our com-
rades were prisoners o prevent another
attempt to Ilynch them. The actlon of the
police in the iminediate preceeding period
proved not to us, who were already con-
vinced) but to the textile workers. that
they could not be depended wpon and this
law was the bosses' law and not our law,

Our progress for Saturday received a
big set back on September 12 when the
Charlette police raided our organizers'
house one block from the jall, took our
weapons and ammunition of defense. ar
rested comrade Saul, Martin and five others
and charged them with “attempt 1o over-
throw the government of N.C.” This charge
did not get to firat bhase but ib had fits
desired effect of disorganizing our force
and taking our defense weapons while the
black hundreds were arming everyvday for
Saturday.

From the governor to the pollceman
the “law and order™ program was a poliey
of hands off the bosses’ black hundreds and
search and seizure of the textile workers
old rusty hunting guns. The policy was in
well oiled shape Saturday when the bamnds
of the hosses black hundreds of overseers,
foremen, hired gunmen and reactionary or-
ganization forces rode every road in and
around Gastonia in high powered cars with
guns held high. In every mill town they
dispersed the textile workers headed for
0. Gastonia when possible. This culmin-
ated in the murder of Ella May, a murder
committed by the mill owners, their police.
the Governor's force and their thugs to car-
ry out the work. The other organizers who
tnok part in the Baturday attempt to get
to So. (astonia ended with their narrow
estane,

What's Going On in China?

Continued from Page 1)

conditiong in China eried out for indepen-
dent Communist leadership, for the arming
of the workers and peasants, for the unleash-
ing the forces of revolt In the cities and the
country-side against both the Chinese and
the foreign bourgeoisie. In the name of
the “democratic dictatorship” which “ecould
not be siipped” and the bloec of all claszes,
the Stalin-Bucharin reglme worked hand
in hand with the Chiang Kai-Sheks and
Wang Chin Weis to stifle the mags move-
ment. To the extent that the Stalin re-
gime is responsible for the leadership of
the present “Communist armies” (“Com-
munist” today and with Feng or Chiang to-
morrow) it is gullty of hindering the real
mobilization of the masses for the class
atruggle.

The (orrectness of the Opposition

There iz deep discontent gnd acute suf-
fering in the country. How great the rev-
olutionary tidal wave was when the Rus-
zian Opposition wrote its platform, and how
correct was its prognosis is evidenced by
the fact that three vears after the crushing
of the Canton insurrection and the indus-
trial proletariat, the movement of 1925-G.7
atill finds a belated echo on the couniry-
gide. FEut the peasantry ia no independent
social force. Its liberation from landlord-
ism and feudal elements, the nationaliza-
tion of the land and iz redizstribution csn
be pchieved as the Russian revolution dem-
onstrated, neither in alliance with the bour-
geolsie nor by its own independent actimn,
but in glliance with and under the leadership

of the industrial proletariat. The demuo-
eratlie revolution, the essence of which is
the agrarian revolution, can, In other

words, be realized only by the socialist dic-
tatorahip, which nationalizes the basic in-

dustries and establishes worker's control.
The agrarian vevoluticn by itself canno?
solve the proliems of the Chinese revolu-
tion It can only be one phase of the
etruggle agaiiat world imperlalismi. The
natfonal nnif -=*von of Chias and its cue-
toms independence—that it the monopoly of
foreign trade, will be usnased in under the
dynamic action of the proletaria.

There iz no “short cut' "to the rev-
clution. The “easy”™ ways of opportunism
and putschism prove in the end the loneesi
ways. The need of the hour in China is
to rally the masses against the counter-
revolutionary ruling bourgeois cliques. The
Communist Party must root itself again In
the industrlal proletariat, cement its al-
liancea with the poor peasantry ,and organ-
ize Uhe great masses around a program of
partial demands with the Constituent Ags-
embly as the foeal point. And the strug-
gle against foreign imperialist dinterven-
tion, a hindrance to any revolutionary prog-
ress, must be taken up in earnest

—MATTRICE SPECTOR.
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KIORKEIY Vo.4

Note that the fourth number of Klorkeit,
organ of the Jewish Left OQpposition group
in Franee, has arrived, It contains among
the [ourth installiwent of
“The Third

the Mistakes of the Comintern.™

gther articles

ecmrade Trotsky's Period of

=end orderz and funds to
THE MILITANT
25 Third Avenne New York, N. ¥
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Strong-Arm Stalinism
Defeated in N. Y.

The corner of 125th Street and ith Ave,,
t working class section, has been occupied
avery Saturday night by speakers of the
Communist League of America (Oppogi-
tion), New York branch, for two sumimers.
Every week, from two to four hundred
workers have gathered regularly to hear
our point of view on current gquestions.
The neighborhood belng well populated by
Russian White emigres alszo, our speakers
have constantly been confronted with Uhelr
hecklers who attempt to influence the
workers against Commuynism and the Russ-
jian workers' republic. Their atacks were
always easily met by our comrades, al-
though the White guards persist, and re-
cently have begun to throw water-bags
and tomatoes from the roofs and windows.

At the last few meectings, however, the
White guard scum has found an unsxpecbed
ally in the attempt to break up our meet-
ings, That ally conaists of a couple of
hooligans, parading under the name of the
official Comfunist party, who try to break
up the meetings by violence. On July 26th,
when only four of our comrades were pre-
sent gt the meeting a gang of 30-40 Stalin-
ist  hoodlums commenced a concentrated
fire of shouting. booing, heckling and dis-
turbance while comrades Jane and Max Rose
were speaking in defense of the Soviets
whieh were Dbeing calumniated by the
Whitex., Towards the end of the meeting,
they made a rush for the platform, one or
two of them mounted it to shout a few of
the stock “slogans against Trotskylam" they
learned from Browder, and then disappear-
el Into the night.

The following week, August 2, another
group of Party members, accompanied by
the same drunken individual who had led
the assault the week before, appearad at
the meeting while comrade Max Shachtman
was apeaking to some 400 workers. For
over an hour, this young bully carried on a
disgracefnl shouting down of the speaker,
who was explaining the reasons for the
Fish Committee “investigation” of Com-
munisni. He was evidently trying to whip
the Party mewbers present into g frenzy,

- preparatory to rushing the platiorm again,

but his conduct was so scandalous that
when Shachitman asked the other Party
members if they agreed with his actiong,
they answered publicly in the negative!

The White Guards assisted the Stalinist
hooligan by continuing to throw water-
bags and vegetables from concealed spots,
until the workers in the audience, outraged
by the arrogance of the disrupter, helped
our comrades retnove him fromthe scene.

Other Party members remained, and
together with non-Party workers, asked
numerous gquestions in a comradely manner.
They realized that the conduct of the dis-
rupter only discredited Communism and
the €. P. in the eyes of the workera.
The tactics of some Staliniasts, inspired by
their leaders, of roving the streets in search
of workers' meetings to break up only ends,
a8 it must, In allenating evary honest
worker from the Party.

The Opposition, of course, will con-
tinue to hold its meetings in public, to de-
fend them against White Guard Russians®
and even against Stalinistz when that la
necessary.

La}]
AMTORRECTION GN CHINA

The Militant iz glad to correct a false
impreazion it left in g previous isgue con-
cerning the groupings within the Chinese
Communist movement. Our attention was
called to it by comrade Niel-5ih who wrote
s from Shanghai: “By the way, a mis-
take iz made by you In saying that the
Chinese Left Opposition puablished the or-
gan The Proletarlam. In fact, it is the
Right Opposition group, led by Chen Du-
Sin (former secretary of the C.P.) who
publisheza The Proleiarian. The Our Word
group which wrote to you that they would
publish the Proletarian never realized its
plan until this name was adopted by the
Right Opposition group which is now mask-
ing itself in Left Opposition phrases.
The three chief currents in the Opposition
movement in China are the ultra-Left Qur
Word, the Left {lctober group, and the
Right I'roletarian.”
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