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A Review and Criticisim

he Communistsinthe South

By HUGO QEHLER

{ Continved f(rom Last Isaue)
Success or failure of any struggle de-
pends on how wide your first Lreak s,

_and how fast you follow this up with ad-

ditional attacks before the bosses can mob-
ilize a counter attack. Thiaz is tres in every
gtage of the development of the struggle,
For example in Passaic, the firat attack of
’I;z workers was followed up w.ih not one
it several victories before the bhosses
<owld begin an important counter-attack.

If our flrst attack i= not broadened
before the bosses—answer, we areé nol go
able to withstand these blows but If we
malke big inroads and then the bossesa at-
tack, it ia not felt =o easzily and we can
nov only better withstand their blows but
apawer them much faster before the bossea
cap follow up.

Such was not our fortune In Gastonla,
Our mass picketing was very good, but
did not enzble us to follow up this first
point with anvthing of consequence. Tha
bozses answered - the first blow with the
Loray Comtittee of 100, organized from
overseers, thugs angd superintendants, led
by Major Bulwinkle of Loray Mill. T9 this
was added wholesaie arresta Ly the local
police and the cavalry terror, the church
and the local press., April 10th vhe cawval-
ry was removed and 35 deputized American
Legion men replaced them. In the mean-
time the National Textile Workers Union
was doing its best to push auead. Several
hundred struck in DBessemer City several
miles from Gastonia. Thea small foree of
organizers who had sirike experience were
prassed to handle this mass of determined
but inexperienced workers.

The Sirlke In Full Swing

By April the 15th the strike was In
full swing with the W.LR., the LL.D.,
and Communist youlh handling the work.
The use of police, militia, gunmen and press
counld be expected.

We did not have long to wait. On
April 18, & bossens” mob, under police and
deputy protection wrecked the union office
in u well-planned fashion. The :ienmlisl;{
ing of the W.LR. supplies and the continna
wholesale evictions, arrests and fintimid-
ations of strikers through the rest of April
and in May showed us that the boazes were
gaining in the counter attack.

In this whole period [rom the sirike to
the mob terror the spirit of the strike rose
and repulsed each atack with sakrifice
and determibation but without eflective
counter-offense, entirely confined to coun-
ter-defense. In this period of attack om
the workers we could have answered in a
more positive way, if our leading force had
been handled right.

ilalf tho time Beal and the other lead-
tog comwrades were sent back and forth
from Elzabethton to Lexington, ete. hun-
dreds of miles with mo:f. of these dn
ihe Castonla area handlcapped and those
in MNew York ordering these drives as
though they were sending some one from
New York City to Passaic. Such a broad-
ening out activity and especially in relatlon

to A.F.L. actlvity must bo carried on but

not at the expense of our base and South-
ern center and that only further played
inte the hands of a poweriul enemy attack-
fng ue on all sides in the Gastonja area

Added to this improper draining of the
ficld center was the sending of comrades
auncih as Crouch and Pershing, ete, who
may Le able to function some ploacea vnder
proper leadership but who only “mesged
thines up™ in the strike area with bombast-
{¢ . i:nonnected “radicalism’™.

'h.s first mob actiop and police attacks
were answered by rebuilding and contin-
uine :he work, DBroken picket linea were
rel med, Throughout the country the
fgrua was raiged for Gastonia and funds
atarted to flow in to help. Mass meetings
wer: Leld dally at the Union headquarlers
in ustonia and workers for many miles
arcund came in and asked for organizers
for thelr mill towns. Tundreds were sign-
ed up into the Union from all parts of the
ar>*. ‘The "unorganizable” were starting
to —anize.

'3 r?hll.i]l”ﬂg and recruiting inspired
ne e and the stubborn plcket lines

e firmm ranks. The union planned to
| oy thisg drive with a new drive on
1 « loge the mill. This belated at-
t I’."ncmn to the Commitice of 100

before it materialized ond the tervor ,of
the thugs Increascd with a plan of end-
ing it all before the new Jdrive would slart.

The Company's plan, like the unlon'as
fell short wth the murdderous rald of
Chief Aderholt and his death through the
workers' self defense on June 7. The plan-
ned drive of the union was transformed
into a counter attack of the law with the
Committee of 100 to follow up and clean
them out. The flrsc part of this counter
attack of the bosses' legal Uvroops Was
transformed Into their defeat by the herole
action of the striking textile workera. The
bosses foree followed up the June Tth rald
with terror for a week, wholesale arrest,
Intimidation, searching of homes, beatings,
attempted lynching of Beal and others who
were jalled. -

With the entire foree of aclive strikers
and leaders arrested. held without right of
bail, the police closed the destroved tent
colony and union headguarters and reaction
and terror rode the county.

In this atmospheére came the national
representatves of the W.UIR. and LL.D.
and although at first arrested and intimi-
dated the W.1.LR. took the lead and opened
a new tent colomy with the ILL.D, preparing
for legal ald. Thia foree brought new hope
to¢ the shattered and scattered forces of

blacklisted, arresied, evicted and terror-
ized textile workers,

One of the putstanding weaknesses of
our work brounght to the surface by this
period of reaction following June 7th was
that all members reernited in the union
were admitted through the Gastonia cen-
tral ofiice AND IN THIZ WHOLE PERIOD
NO MILL LOCALS HAD BEEN SET UP,
yet we had plenty of material and time to
do so. If a few mlill locals had been set up
the union would have been able to weather
this storm in a far greater stable fashion
and chaos would oot have reigned. And
instead of the auxiliary organpizations re-
organizing and laying a base they would
have acted in a helpful secondary fashion
and on the whole we would have been
able t¢ aoswer this with greater success.

The mill boszes through the control of
Gaston County and the City of Gastonla
government as well as the state govern-
ment, lost no time and indicted 23 for
murder—16 for frst degree murder,

The fact that the union {did not answer
teig  attack and indietmant and replace
Cizal at once, lost our forces valuable time
that as far as the Loray strike was con-
ceroed conld not be made up.

The new force sent in over a month
after thies terror, July 12¢h, inherited the
strike of Loray and Bessemer that weeks
before had been settled as far as life and
immediate demands were concerned but a
ptrike that was sldll offleially on. On top
of this they inherited the bombastic action
of the fly by night org.nizera sent in, and
add to this, the loss of records and chaotie
oonditions of the unfon forces after this
month period. =

The Sources of Manuilsky and Co.

Manuilsky Is now drcoling about the
“Bonapartist" tendenciez of Trotsky. The
cvheap Bohemia of the New Mnsses and
other publication of the same type have
also seized on this theme. For these peo-
ple, Bonapartism is an individual feature of
character and not a regime fiowing from
class relations, from the policy of veering
between classes. Where must one's eyes ba
to discover at preésent Donapartizm in the
Opposition when all the preparations for
the Bixteenth Congress represent a repiti-
tion, a rehearsal of Bonapartism on  the
Party prosceniagm!

But we do not wish 1o raise here gen-
eral guestions, bui to contribute zome his-
torical data on the socurce of the apiritual
ingpiration of Manuilsky and hiz Ameri-
can and other pupils.

In 1923 a book by Oskar Blum appear-
ed in Germany giving the personal charae-
tristics of fhe leaders of the revolution,
This book was firet 1o discover in Trotsky
signe of the “new Corsican™., Before we
give a characterization of the bhook, how-
ever, it is pecessary o say o fow wordse
about the author,

In the period of the first revolution,
Oskar Dlum was eonsidered a =ocial dem-
ocrat and a Marxist, a partisan of Plekhan-
ov. In the years of reaction he was sua-
pected of conneciions with the gendarmerie.
Arriving from Riga to Vienna, he addressed
himself to Trotsky with a request 1o help
him re-establish hi revolutionary honor,
On the bazis of his own tales, Trotsky
came to the conclugion that Blum eould not
be tolerated in the revolutionary ranks.
After the revolution of 1017, documents
were [ound which proved conclusively that
Blum was in the employ of the gendarmerie
of Riga. PBlum was arrested and after-
wards, through someonc's thoughtlessneas,
he was freed from jail after which he fled
abroad where he publizshed the book about
the leaders of the revelutipn, The general
character of the book can-:be suficiently
diermined by the charocter of its aulhor;
it is securrilous libel.

A Plagiary from Oskar Blum

A review of Blum’'s book was printed
In the orgah of the Bureau of Party His-
tory, Proletavian Mevelution, in November,
1923, when the campalgn of the epigones
against Trotsky was already being widely
diffused. Neverthelege, to that period, the
brains of the Party and the Comintern wera
not yet piled up with the tons of gossip
and slander and generally with all kinds of
refilse, and the official publications had
not yet gotten out of the habit of using the
language they were writing in Lenin's time,
The author of the article in the Proletarian
Hevolution, not knowing that Blum had
suflicient personal reazons to be dissatisfled
with Trotsky observed in bewilderment
the partienlar vicionaness of Blum with

regards to Trowsky.

“Therefore" , it sayz in- rthe review,
“he let loose at Trotsky., Here the author
puts into motion his whole baggage of the
most impossible lies, slinders and charla-
tanism, In the face, the beard, the lips—
in everything he anxiously looks for con-
firmation for his calumnious words. First
of all—power., ‘He (Trotglky) wanted the
hevolution,' it savs there, *because Jhe want-
ed himself, Others spoke about the seizure
of power becanse they considered tho his-
toricz! moment ripe for the iransfer of
power to the last powerless c¢lass, He
apoke about the seizure of power beecause
he considered himseli ready to fake pos-
session of the power.” (Page 223 In the
building of 'Trotsky's ministry® exemplary
order and cleanliness prevail. Aha! This
13 the secret of Trotshy's personal power.
In Trotsky's military orders, military siyle
ig felt—Ala! There are the signs of the
new Corsican.  And the palace guard, and
the body gurad—true, not in gilded livery,
but—"in the orderly uniform of the Red
Gaurd!"...The pamphlet ends with a trans.
parent insinuation: ‘Material power is in
his hands. What pext®™™ (Mreletarian
Hevolotion, November 22, 1923, pages 247-
248).

Now take Manuilsky's ardele on Trot-
sky's “Autobiography”. Take the review of
the New Masses and the rest of the reptile
press: In what do they differ from Oskar
Blum? In nothing. What have they added
to hiz revelations? XNothing., Their writ-
ings are a direct plagiary from the stipen-
ary of the Riga gendarmarie. Ts it mot
because these gentlmen themzelves have
the paychology of atipendaries, which is ir-
reconcilable with the psychology of revo-
lutiosista?

Lenin on the Libellers of Trotsky

At any rate, the source of Manmuilskyv's
inspiration is revealed very accurately,
Thiz. however is not the only incident,
There is a more important one which. by
the way, hus already been gquoted by the
Opposition, but we will Lring it to mind
once more becanse it has incowmparable
conviction. It is known that the whole
campaign against “Trotskyism™ began with
the question of the peasantry: Contrary
to Lenin, Trotsky is supposed to have un-
der-estimated the peasantry in general and
the middle peasant In particular. The epi-
gones have forgotten the source of this leg-
end. Nevertheless it is rooted in the agi-
tatlon c¢arried on by the White Guards
among the peasants during the Civil War.
Lenin, in his day, took advantage of the
first suitable occasion in order to dispose
of thls legend. These are his own words:

“In the Tzvestia of February 7ih,

there appeared a letter from the pen-
sant G. Gulov, who asks about the re-
Ietion of cur Workers and Feo npts o

The Lying Campaign

Some of our Jewish comrades may have
réad the account of the India dJdemon-
stration gilven in the Freiheit. In the
midet of overwhelming paragraphe describ-
ing the heroism of the workers in defend-
ing thelr demonstration, was a short ye-
fevence to the part plaved by the Com-
munist League of America (Opposition).

The Frelheit reported that we appeared,
surrounded by a bodyguard of dotectlves,
According to the reporter, our only purpose
In attending the meeting was to advertise
our organ, the Militant, Frobably the re-
porier was too exhausted by his struggles
Lo read the whole of the placard displayed
by the Communist League of America (Op-
position). Or perhaps it 1a more conven-
ient to forget that cur banner, as well as
those of the Party, supported the Indlan
Revolution.

The comrades made short work of us
“counter - revolutionaries™ prevented our
breaking up of the meeting, and destroved
our papers and leaflets, sava the sarticle.
In apite of the confident report of the
Frefholt. however, many of our members
remarked the sympathy of the surrounding
Party comrades. Most them objected to,
rather than helped in, the work of dis-
persing us. This in itgelf is a significant
fact. It secms that they are beginning to
realize that in a matter, such as the In-
dian demonstration, in which we are at one
with the Party, to divide forces and fight
among ourselves s the stupidest folly, and
the best Inducement to police intervention.

Having dubbed wue “renegades”, the
program. In spite of the persistent les,
Party cannot reconcile thia supposed char-
acler of the Left Opposition with our con-
tinued support of the correct part of its
however, Party members are becoming
more and more sympathetieally imclined
towards the Left Opposition.

—LILLIAN BORD
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ernment to the wmiddle peasantry, and
apeaks of rumors wo the effect that Len-
in and Trotsky are not in harmony, that
therg are big dizegreements between
them, and especially upon this subject
of the middie peasant.

Comrade Trotsky has already given

bis amswer in Izvestia [or Febraury 7.
Comrade Trotsky says that the rumors
of disagreement between bim and me are
a monstrous lie, propagagated by the
landlords and capitulists or their con-
sClous or unconscious servitors, I, upon
my part, fally confirm this statement of
comrade Trotsky, There are no djs-
agreenients berween him and me, and, in
regard to the middle peasants there are
no disogreeinents not only between Trot-
shy and me, but in general in the Com-
munist Party of whirh we are hoth mem-
bers.

_ Courrude Trotsky in his letter ex-
plained clearly and in detail why the
Party of the Communists and the pres-
ent workers and peasauts govermwent
elected by the Soviets and members of
thay Party .do wot consider the middle
peasants thelr encmies. 1 subseribe
with both hands to everything Trotsky
wrote,” {Lenin  Vol, X1V, pp. £8-29,
Pravda, No. 325, February, 1919).

Thiz is the way the epigones and their
office-holders, among them also the B0=
called Friends of the Soviet Union, simply
repeat for a number of years what Lenin
m 1919 characterized as “lies spread by
landowners, etc.... or théir consciong or
unconscious servitors.”

This is how sadly wmatters siand. Apd
not by accident, Centrism is not very in-
ventive, It is ideclogically poor and pos-
sesges g short memory. When this inter-
mediary, shaky, un principled current leads
A strugele against the revolutionary wing,
it must necessarily borrow concluzions
from the Right wing. 1t has none of jta
own and by its very nature, it can not have
And llm:nu:-m Ly the Jogic of the struggle,
Centrism is compelled to deepen its ac-
cusations against “Trotskyism” jt is by
that itself compelled to look for al! the
more muddy sources of inspiratlon. On
this road maiters have reached plagiiriam

of Manuilsky and Co. from the agen
the Okhrana, Oskar Blum, g
What next? —D

it e —

If the number on your wrapper la

52

then vour subseription to the Milltani had
expired. Renew Immediately ip order tg
gvoid misking any Issues,



