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The Chicagoe Coenference

The Unemp|oyed-aather

By ARNE SWAGBECK

CHICAGO— _

The Chicage unemployment cobveDlion,
the first of its kind, sharply denoted. in
more than ope respect, the present degres
of development of the unemployed move-
mient in the United States. It was the firsr
cenlipination point avcund this burning issue
racing the working class. Called by the
‘rrade Union Unity League, its policies he-
came those of the official Communisy Party.

While the crowded one day scszion
brought out many healthy aspects it also
glaringly showed the extremely narrow
character of the movement to daie. More-
over ,the policies adopted will, instead of
overcoming the difficulty, tend further to
narrow a basis where now the broadest
geope is not only esaential buat also possible.

Many Extravaganzas

A summary of the speeches made. all
bristling with a healthy militancy, would
indirpte the tomplete abzenced of a serious
tackling of the problew—how 1o set 1"1.'3
working masses jnto motion aginst their
class enemy. They were well typified by
the first speaker from the floor, following
the maip report. This speaker, On behalf
of the New York delegation, extravagantly
pledged: to build the mass unemployed
councils to build the mass “revolutionary
unions"—to build the mass Communist
Party, ete., ete. Nor were any of the “dem-
oeratic encumbrances” of “ordinary” labor
gatherings apparent at this nunver:tiun.
All was cut ready to order (its first business
being the selection of a presidium from &
previously made up slate. The presidium
then proceeded to select those who were
to speak from the floor, as per its an-
announcement from lists submitted in ad-
vance by distriet delegatlons. This method
“gently” eliminated in advance an}'n:rlna
who might not hew closely to the ofMcial
*line".

On its positive side the convention had
gome real healthy aspects shown for ex-
ample in a lar;e Negro delegation, 153 out
of a total of the announced 1120 registered
delegates. Many splendid proletarian types
Bad answered the call and came clearly ev-
idencing the signs of pressure of the econ-
omic crisiz drawing workers toward the
Left, themselves being atiracted by g move-
ment which had fearlessly taken up their
battles. Otherwise the composition of the
delegation showed but little sweoep of the
movement bevond the general periphery of
the Communist Party and closely sympathe-
tic organizations and groups. 4584 delegates
came from the Chieago district alome, 150
from Michigan, 72 from Minnesota, %2 from
Ohio, 56 from Indiana, 53 from New York
and a sprinkling from some other states.
There were none of those Southern workers
who had taken such splendid part in the
strikeas of the Carolinas.

To understand the basic cause of the
present narrow limits upon & movement
which has grea. possibilities and has other-
wige displayed vitality in strugzle ;ahould
now be the object of serlousz efforts of
all militants. Without that no shortcomings
will be remedied. It is wrong to c¢onclude
as the Party does, that the present situa-
tiop is one of a “revelutiomary upsurge of
the working masses in the United Slatﬂﬂ:"
Riding the crest of such a wave which is
artificially constructed will at best get us
caught in the dip, and at the worst pre-
pare us for serious defeat when the offen-
give begins. The March Sixth and uthe_r
unemployment demonstrations have mani-
fosted splendid working class response, but
pevertheless what ls most outstanding at
the present moment is a downward enrve.
Everywhere Increased capitalist reaction s
innumerable jailings of Communist =and
workers on strike (many delegates were
arrested on the way agd in Chicago);
break-up of demonstrations; intensified
speed-up; wage cuts, directly and indirect-
1f: the trade unioms, including the Dew
industrial unions, losing members, With
thias reaction also increasing signa of
workers® Tesistance through small defen-
give strikes, 'There have lately been, fom
example, the strikes of the southern tex-
iile workers in Elizabethton and Marlon
and those of the northern section in Nazarm
eth and Aberless, Pa, and Plainfield, N.J.3
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the sbort socalled strike of the LL.G.W.U.
in New York; the stiikes of the Plttsburg
taxi drivers, St. Louis bus drivers and the
recent strike of tbhe Pittsion anthracite
mjners. All these were defensive strikes
and none under the leadership of the Left.
Where the Left does play a role has been o
a small scale in the New York cafeteria
strilkes and the present Flint automobile
workers strike.

Such is the picture at the present mo-
ment. Within it is contained the visible
outlinea of the upward curve in which the
resistance, as yel isolated, can become a
worliers” offensive of  possibly  broad
gweep and surely of much sharper confiicts.
Rach such curve reguires itg specific tac-
tics. Each has possibilities of growth for
the movement and the tactics ol one must
simultaneously be the preparation for the
olber.

First Tasks

At this moment the frst necessily is
the most elementary ground-work., Mil-
lions of workers are unemploved and only
a small section set into motion. Millions
are still blissfully ignorant of their fulure
status as membera of a standing army of
unemployed. That ia the first point Lo
bring home. The bhourgeoisie have ge Lo
work actively to divide the ranks of the un-
employed workers from those having jobs
and already with some success to lsolate
the unemployed movement in its organized
expression fro the working masses.  Can
thege efforts of the bourgeoisie be effective-
ly defeated In any way than the broadest
application of the slogana for work or
compensation, unemployment relief, shorter
workday, credits for Russia, ete.? Obvi-
ously not. Certainly the successful carry-
ing on of the struggle for the uoemployed
means to spare no efforts really to unite
the working «lass, which cannot be done
within the narrow f{ramework of the
T LU L. There could hardly be any situa-
tion where correclt united fromt policies
are so essential tban precisely in this one
Canld the hypoerisy and deceit of the so-
clal reformists and self-gtvied progrestives
on the burbing issue of unemployment be
ketrer exposed thap just through a cerrect
and genuine united front policy?

Theze, however, were not the matters
given secrious consideration gl the unem-
ployment conventlon., It was Eeyved up lo
a very revolutionary phraseology but forgot
itg elementary tazks,  Willilam F. Dunne,
in his report for the T.UUL. correctly
stregzed the npecessity of unification of all
of the struggles of the workers But from
that came the wrong conclusion, in the pro-
gram of action adopted, entirely Lo limit
the unemploved movement within the frame-
work of the T.U.U.L. Thus the exact oppo-
site of ynification. Each union and indus-
trial leagne Is to set up unemployed coun-
eflz in their industry gs a part of the T,
1. Geuneral councils, actording to the pro-
Eram, are not to be organized where a sec-
tion of the T.1.,U.L. existe These ade mech-
anical limits which jzolate the movement
and confines it to that section of the work-
ers ready to join the “revolutionary
unfons”, There could be mo better way ol
acteally preventing a mass basis of strug-
gle for the wnemployed. The social re-
formist will thus have a free fleld to rally
all those workers who by vain search for a
joh are turning away from capitalist ide-
ology but are not yet ready o join the
“revolutionary unions". In that broad field
they can continne to gow their zecds of il-
lugions and decelt. And it is precisely also
in that fleld where a united froot strufgle
around the burning issue of woemployient
as well a8 Communist activities bas such
rich potentialities.

The Program of Action

The program of action lists the Im-
modiate demands to be made: Work or
wages, unemployment relief, no evictlons,
T-hour day, [ree employment ogencles,
ete. A total of 17 demands. Unguestionably
the few most pressing ones, which are also
the most elementary ones, must become
the outstanding slogans. It would, however,
have heen more correct and realistic to
advance the demand for the six hour day.
More reallstic, if for nothlng else, in view

of the fact thai all of ithe railroad unions
have officially gone on record recogmizing
the aix hour day as s necessity.

But among all these demands no room
could be found for the pressing one of
large =zcale credits from this country to the
the Soviet Union to further insure her sug-
cegsful industriglization and build the bonds
of solidarity between the working classes
of both countrfes. The -Stalinista will
probably answer that the Soviet Union
“does not need” such credits.  But that
fa contrary %o facts. Simeon Zuckerman,
vice prysident of the Amtorg, reports that
orders m the United States for machinery,
equipment .ete. averaged 210,000,000 month-
Iy for the firar gix months of the tiscal
vear, In April and May of this vear, they
fell to %3,000,000 while orders placed in
Germany ran to $10 000,000 because Ger-
many offered a full 100 per cent credit for
eighteen months and on some deals for two
years or more. He adds:

“A big Soviet construction program in
the frals—metallergic plants, tractor and
machine planta—were planned wirh the aid
of American specialist; who are cooperaf-
jng in building, Dut in the present difficult
period, which our leaders never attempted
e deny or disguise i(g0!) credits play an
important role. 1f we gel better terms from

Europe we must place orders in Eurcpe
insreada of America.”
The Chidagh unemploviment <onven=

tion did not take up or attempt adeguately
to solve the tasks which the present situ-
ation had placed upon it. Despite its nar-
rowhiesa, a correct policy conld have made
a substantial beginning toward laying the
foundation for a broad genuinely united
movement of the working class against the
prezent captalist reaction and in the strug-
gle for the unemployed. The Lelt Commun-
ist Opposition must Intensify it fight for
snch a policy.

The lron Heel Grinds
Mexican Labor

The white terror in Mexico continues in
s«lill greater force than formerly, there
having been within the jast few weeks nu-
merous, especially viclous, attacks on the
working class organizations on the part
af the bourgeois counter revolution. Be-
veral working clasy leaders have beesn mur-
dered by the prezent regime in widely sep-
arated sections of the country. Recently
in an armed clash belween a Communisty
demonstration protesticg tie governments
anti-labor policy, twenly comrades were
killed at Malamaros Leguna, State of Co-
ahuila.

The Communist Party and C.8.UM.
(Unitarian LaLor Federation affiliated wo
ihhe R.ILU.) have Leen cntirely incapable
of resisting these attacks «.. " e partl ol the
reactionary  forees, The miasses Jinder
presaure of the general orisis, with its
continuons shut-downs, and unemirloymentd
reaching the TO0000 .nark, continua i a
awing towards the Left. ““he Commun-
ists, however, are no, Lble properly to or-
ganize this growing discont ., with the
result that the anarcho-syndicalists of the
General Confederation of Labor, also suf-
fering ot the present time the government's
persecutions, are reaping a big harve:. in
telds of organization and infinence. Low-
er Califnvnia is hecoming the scene of great
Btruggles and the anarcho-ayndicalistgs gre
SuJshiay  avtivities far exceeding those of
the Communists in both the Imperial Val-
ley Reglon aad in the wining camps of
Santa Rosalis in the central part of the
peninsula.

Not only is the Parly incapable of car-
ryving itz struggle w pew fields but is
cven losing beavily ia sections where it
[ormerly had great strength, In the State
of Michoacan, the local labor federation,
while actually manipulated bv the state
governor who is posing as a “left" and a
“laborite’, has been greatly subject to
Communist influence from some time back.
Recently the Central Committee ordered
the Party comrades in Michoacan to afl-
jate the state labor federation to the C.5.
UM, or else organize a dual organjzation
dependent on the C.5.C.M.
comrades, realizing that no profit could
be effected by this policy which the masses
could not fail to recognize as having an
open saplitting character. refunsed to ohey
the order:. of the Ceantral Commitiee, The
Parlty's organization in the state fell to

~he Michoacan:

Saul Joins Opposition

{ Continued from Page 1)
Opposition comrades of the Left.

"The way to overcome the serious mis.
takes in the Internal life of our Parties
iz 10 do what Comrade Trotsky and others
were expelled for wanting to do, namely,
‘to ralgse the level of political life in the
Comrmunist Parties in all their organiza-
tional links om the basis of wider inrernal
democracy’ &, . . :

"The bureaucrats have lied to us long
encugh cowcerning the contentions of the
Opposicdon. The methods of the bureauerats
has only resulted in the isolaticn of the
Party from the workers, ai a time when the
objective situation tends for radicalizing
the politically backward workers i

“In view of these facts 1 add my
strength and energy to the support of the
movement led by the Left Opposition. T
stand for rhe adoption of the fundamental
views of the Left Opposition by Comjintern
internatfenally and of the views ol the
Communist League of Amerleg (Opposition)
in the ['nited Biates. I stand for the jme
mediate reinstatement of the expelled Oppo=
sitiomists into the Party and Comintern.
“For a genuine World Ewilsheévik Pare
For the Proletarian Havolution!

—(EORGE J. SALL

Y es Mal

The Daily Worker of July 13, 1930,
prints the report made by Stalin at the 16th
Congress of the Communist Party of the
Sovier Union. In it, Stalin says:

“The Chinese workers aryl peacants
have already replied by forming Soviets
and Red Armies., 1T 15 REPORTED that
Soviet Governments are being formed. IR
THIS 1S TRUE, I do not find any cause fop
wonder. There can be no doubt that noe
thing but the Soviets can save China from
final ruin and impoverishment.”

"It s reported”; “if this is true'—e
that is how Stalin speaks of the much-ade
veirtized "Chinese Soviet regime’ Tha
Daily Worker, and with iv the international
Stainist press, have been ftilled for weeks
with columns of clap-trap sensatiomalism
with “wirelestes from Shanghai”, abour the
80,000,000 Chinese who have established a
Soviet regime in Southern China. Thess
slories were used 1o justify the false pole
icy of Stalinism in China and to confound
the “Trotskyist renegades", sStalin - now
sings another song, Has the Dally Workep
been blaffing, as we said it had?

Has an organized Chinese Soviet regime
Leen established? Does the Comintern reale
!.f,,_-,lf;mw anything about it or not? YEI OR

tﬁ.
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pieces as g result. but the Communistd
remain for the most part at thelr posts in
the existing state labor federation,

Comrades Eduwardoe Calero and Jorga
Fino, members of the Céntral Exotutive
Comumittee of the Young Communist Fede
eration of Mexico, have been expellod for
disagreement with the present Party “line”,
Comrade Calero has issued a statement jn
support of the Left Communist Opposition,
by which slep the Mexican Qpposition ETOup
finda itself reinforced by ome of the finest
elements of the youth movement.

Pine and also comrade David Alfaro
Siqueiros, recently expelled from the C.E.C.
of the Party und from the Party itsclf as
mentioned in a former issue of the Milftant,
are both among those remaining in janl,
after their arrest for participation in the
May Day demonstrations. They are being
held together with a number of Party and
Y.C.F., comrades without ball ang without
irial,

The Mexican section of the Internae
tional Red Aid, which for g time. under
the able (!) “directipn”™ of Enea Sormenti,
made a big stir on the basis of plenty of
bluff but with no substantial national basis,
is unable to do more in the present rrizis
with mass arrests, terror gnd almos: L=
plete illegality than to shout an ocrrsional
slogan or issue a few leaflets in protest,
The Party claims that Pino and Slcuciros
are government stool-pigeons and that they
had themselves arrested in order in sain
prestige among the Party rank and  file!

Naturally they are not receiving i one
efita of the “mon-partisan™ defenso ‘he
Red Aid. —11.B
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